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TP in the mountain fastnesses

which. stretch in rugged
grandeur. . from South Hast Lime-
rick to the Valley of the Black-
water, is the district of romantic
and historic Ardpatrick.

There, where nature is grandest
in majestv and Impressive

rugged beauty, Davy 'Connell

first saw the light of 1Irish skies

about the closing decade of the
past century.,

It is a region of hlStOI'lC tradi-

tions and  memorieg of men ~of
hierofe  inould. Legend - haunted
with tales of Tir-na-nOge; of Finn
and Oisin and other great warriors
-of the Fianna of Erin; of absorb-
ing traaltlenal lore regarding the
days of St~ Patrlck. and primitive
(.,hrlsuamty in’ Irelend “of Dbrave
deferice agamst the successive
ticges of foreign invasion, when our
Gaelic
invaders; ‘and in. later times of
many strug*glee fer the cause of
Faith and Fatherland made by the
gallant Geraldihes, who soon for-

got the strangers wites and be-{
came kith e,nd kln w1th the natwe'

Celtic clafis. -
The hiil ef Ardpetrlck is Where

out

Limerick"

County and where the

steep mountain sinks to the level.!

The venerabie church and round
tower stand on a high green
ridge. An extensive monastery,
whose foundation is attributed to
ot. Patrick’s, flourished here. The
side of the -'h.i-}li 1Is coverega with
what. appears to be traces of the
foundations of numerous buildings,
the turf being raised into straight
mounds intersecting at I‘Igﬂt
angles.
SANCIUARY FUOR FREEDOM,
In such- regwns'
ever had @ sanctuary and freemen
are born.:- Isolation begets self-

rehence end men must breast the ,-_9
- Oins..

Crage y helghts with ardour and
courage.
manef
_lungre

>ure blood and capacious

'l”‘he are of an
| unfeltunately

}.}-.. ..-L iﬁ.“ LlO‘-L

easioyr emstenee

temuts the sons and daughters of|"
by Davy
are:

our race from’ those hills Where
~ health, hardiness and simple hap-
piness prevail,

It was amid such rugged but in-|

spiring scenss that Davy O'Con-
nell was born, There, too, he was
‘nurtured to a bodily prewees that
‘made him one of the leading fig-
ures on the Limerick athletic stage
of his .time; a first-class

ohe of the best

minjstrator . and

he,nd_l_eeppere in. the prevmce of|.
Munster. - - |
L.ooking over the recorded

doings of . our leerlek athletes

the first" mentzon we- ﬁnd of the
Ardpatrick ' ~man was .at . Elon|
Sports on September 11th 1904,

where he fAnished second at 44 ft.,

in the running hop, step and jump |

event, Fellow competitors at that 106 yards  flat.

“T. J. Leahy- for- ﬁrst ple,ce in thel
Pat Ryan of Pgill_a&- g

meetmg mcluded such well-known
ﬁguree
ereen:
Casey. M.
W. Drake;
athletes to ‘the fo
vere: the Leahys,

Cherles McGill, RR.
Hynen A, F, Kelly and

Con,

this): J. J. Cenden, Owen Col,
D. J. Herllhv, J. FH. McName.ra,*
Con Rvan Larry Roche (a cham-|

pion in 1894 and still at the big! :

M. J. Creede, Maurice

weights),

Dee, J. J C‘ollme, P. Halvey and mark

J. Jd. Hurley
WON IN T’WO J'UMI’S.

We néxt meet Devy at Kllﬁnane

" on August 13th, 1905, and on the,t'

- occasion he won both long jump

(217 6) and the hop, step and
jump (46" 6”), beating M, J.
Creede in- the le.tter by ]U.St ene-
inch. - |

Twelve months later, the pair]
were back in Kilfinane, when
Creede “took long jump - laurels

from the Ardpatrick man with a]
z_eecend place

jump of 22 3”7, Davy filling secong
place with 22ft O’'Connell, how-

ever, won the 100 yards flat on that|

oeceemn -But Oreede had best, too,
in the hop,
- O'Conell’s effort was 42'
- got him second prize.

5‘."‘!

Other successes during 1906 in-|
cluded victories in the 100 yards at} ( R

_._-hlgh mm
';.the long' Jump. (21> 67y,
At Coachford, September‘ 4th,

Bruff and a second Kilfinane meet-
ing; the 220
~ jump (23" -11”) at Tipperary;-
high jump at Bandon (Con
- and W. F. Bennett tieing fer
second place at 6 1. -

At the autumn Kﬂﬁnane meet- 5
in the|

ing O’Connell beat Creede:

in §

ancestors repelled the early

late - |
the valley of Glenosheen broadens! ater. In the long jump, at the for.

into -the ' southern plain of| A

‘him trymg his hand at the weights

‘high

“martyra,
at 5ft. 8ins. O'Connell. was second

-Ireland. G A.A. Athletic Champion-

freedom has!
June 28th, 1908

"he meuntem air de-|

g;e3k11nge are rare in suchy
’1‘he pity 1s its grew—
tat raising and striking -the hutrling |-

" ' &y 6 d w f
ball’ with a drive of 86yds. 101n5d._step and jump;

‘to Tam Leahy in the h1gh jump.
- Leahy won the medal for the best)
hurler,; all-round athlete at this meeting. }

and later a premmemt G.ALA. ad-}

in both the high jump (5ft 8ins.)
and the hope, step and jump (45f£t.

"10ins).

“August 9th, at Tipperary: won
‘the 440 yards flat and. secend: in{
830 vards flat. -

August I5th, at Mallow: Won}

August 23rd, at Emly: Won 100
_,Verds flat.
Aug;uet 30th, at Newcastle West

whilst other rengwned!
fore at the time;
Joe and| .

T’om. (Paddv Was handlea,pper byt

ful season in 1909. His first appear-
‘ance- of the wvear was at Cobh on
- August 1st, when he won  the high|
jump (67 @) and the 120

day, he, Won the 100
-_'--Ieng jumy
'in the 5& 1bs.

‘he won the high jump at § ft. 92

winning at 44ft,, Whilstj_
which|

yvards and the leng'
- the
Leahyi _

. won, three ﬁrsts——I-Ilgh 1201
| yards: hurdles and the hep, step
and jump. [

At Bruff. October 9th secend to|

i

_ (By SEAMUS O

continue e. rivalry that was very
pronounced at the period. Davy
was second in the high jump at

Kilmallock, a meeting made mem-| L)
: place in the high jump. The same

orable by a great battle in the
weights by the two giants — Pat
Ryan and J. J. Bresnhihan — the
latter also putting up the splendid
figure of 50" 1" in the hop, step
and jump.

Youghal was his first venture in
1907, and he won the long jump at
23’ 2” In “High” he tied with W.
Buckley (Felmoy) at 6 ft, 1 in, for

top place. At Tallow he won the|

lost to Creede inlo
(8 87). In the long

“Hundred,” but
the high .jump, and, at Kilmallock,
won - the long Jump the distance,|
20 ft, 6% ins. '

At Banteer, on September 8th,
he won the 1@0 vards, a success he'
repeated at Bruff a fortnight

mer-venue, he tied, at 22' 6%, with
. Peedy, Banteer, for first place.

AT THE WEIGHTS.
Bruff, on September 22nd se.w

and he was sacond in both the 28
Ibs. and the 56 1bs.

His last meeting of 1907 Wae_
Ballycleugh where he shared the]
jump with J.
Middleton, and J. Kelleher, Kilna-
all three rﬁmshmg level

here in the 100 yards. |
At the twenty-third annual All-|

he}d at Fermoy on

“D.M.”" was second
in the leng jump to Percy Kirwan,
Kllmacthomas, who won at 22ft.

ship meeting,

won thel

pe,trtck man being secend at 33fit.
5ing, Big Pat Ryan of Pallas won/

Other performances  on recor
O'Connell during
May 31st, at Shanballymore,|
tied for eeeend in 100 wyards flat,
second  in high jump at 5ft. 1llins:

July

July 19th, at Coachford second

July 26th, at Xilmallock, won

jump (22ft 4ins.).

Auguast

Tied at.6. ft writhi|

high jump.

Wen 0 Vards flat, |
“DM” had a shmrt but euccess—

yards|
hurdles event frem the scratch|

At Kan:turk the following Sun—'
yards; the
p (21 4 and was eecond

@3ft). - |
Af Mitchelstown, on August 29th

ins,, and at Fermey, a week later,|
took the honours in. the 120 yerds
hurdles. .

At Kllinane, on September 19th,|
he was second to D. J. Quinlan ing
the long jump, and he finished the
year, seven days = later, with
in the 100 ya,rds,

at. Tipperary Town.
T can only find reports of five

.?*-"a,ne. August 28th tled
place with~ R. Rlerdan
the 100 -yards.  Won]|
6" 1y and second in|

o (10, #))—David M.
of Ardpatnck

. 'I‘m Leahy,

Ireland G.A.A. Athletic Champion-|
was beaten two inches by D. Lane-

jump title Wlth a distance of 20ft,
 1¥ins.,
Barry of Cork in the three jumps, |
-which Barry
cidentally, this title is credited toj
Jo J. Holloway

' the Press reperte of the time give|
‘Barry as the winner.

McCarthy, |

‘third in- the Iong jumip (2’1ft)

100
high jump to R.

lier in the season,

M. Creedon of Emly (for- - August 27th. at Bandon, won the

‘merly of Pallasgreen)

three jumps at 34ft. 3ins., the Ard—:P J. Finn in. the long :,ump anq ‘i'

' hop, step and. jump at 46ft.

1908 |
‘notable

5th, -at Banteer, second in|ing at Fermoy on July l4th, 1912,

100 yards fiat.

successful
2-5th secs.) and the 220 yards (23

;the 100 yards flat and the leng :'72-5th secs.);

- 1d won the h h. lum

‘—in the 120 yards hurdles to Db

T1m Leahy m the hlg"h Jump Tn:n

CRALLAIGH)

won w1th a great jump of 6’ 3.
At Dunmanway, October 16th,

D. M. O'Connell and

O’Leary (Cork) tied for first|

trio were-in winning he¢p, step and
jump Hsts—Tim Leahy first at 44!
6", O’Leary second (43" &%) end
O‘Cennell third 43 8”).

With Ardpatrick hurlers gmng
strong in 1911 Pavy devoted much
of his time to the eaman. We find

-mention of his first athletic out-|
ing on Ju}v 16th, at Kﬂmalleck

where he weon the high jump at-
5 103", R J. Casey being second
jump, he won,{

at the AH-1

his return 21 10.”
A fortnight later,

ship meeting, held at Mallow, hel
of Castleisland, whe won the long|
and lost by an inch te J. G.}

won at 33ft 4ins. In-|
(Dub¥in)y in “Car-|
bery’s” Athletic Records Book, but!

OTHER PERFORMANCES,

O’Connell’s ether performances
during 191t were:

August 6th, at Glanworth,
the hlgh jump (5ft 81115}

won
and

August 20th, at KXilfinane, won|
 yards flat and second in
J. Casey, revers-
ing the verdict at Kﬂmaﬂeck ear-|

%Ine *

Sept. 3rd, at Bruff, second 1|

the 22¢ yards flat.

CAugust, 1914,
‘County Secretary until 17th March,
1916,
the Iate James Rye.n

LC_A handicapper, and, although I

'Wrete me onh athletic

. Bourke won the 120 yerds
hurdles with M. O'Brien second:
C. H. Davis won the half mile
cycle with J. J. Quinlan second;
M. O’Brien notched up wmnmg
figures at slinging 56 lbs. over bar
(13" 47), whilst J. J. Hennessy won
the mile flat by half a vard, after
an exciting' struggle for supremacy
with D. Riordan, of Cork. i

PROMINENT HURLER. |

I have already mentioned D. M.:
O'Connell’s interest in hyrling. XIe
was a prominent wielder of the
caman and figured in many impor-
tant centests For the Ardpatrick.

Club he was the leading light, and’

that cembmatlen had their best
year in 1911, when they met and
defeated Be,lhngarry at Limerick
Markets Field in the final of the
County Intérmediate Hurling
Championship, which was refereed
by the late Jim Riordan of the

-of

- Commercials.

At a subsequent meeting

to the constitution of the Arg-|
patrick team, and a re-play was |
agreed on.
Markets Field on 23rd July, 19i1,
and Ballingarry reversed the deci-!
-sion of the previous meeting. Mr.
- Pat Mangan refereed. |

Always interested in the adminis- §
trative side of G.A.A. affairs, he!

was a regu]&r attendant at the:

‘annual Cenvent:tons and on me!
29th November, 1913 - was  ap-|
pointed Assistant Secretary of eh.t,_l
Ceunty Board, sueceeding to the
Seereteryshm when Tom Hayes
resigned that position on 24th]
4D M. continued as)

when he retired in favour of

I knew Davy O'Connell well dur-|
ing his many years as IN.A. and!

letters shat  he!
matters, 1!
coiild: never get a word out of him|
conecerning his own career. |

AN APPRE GIATION

His untlme}y passing in Decem-

‘have dozens of

September 17th, at Dunmanway/»ber 1943, waz-a big- blow -to Irishy

won. the 100 yards and "the hop,|
second in the. 1 0}
yards hurdles. .

Limerick athletes scored sem.e |
successes at the All-|
Ireland G.A.A, Che.mpmnsmp meet-{

D, M. O'Connell won the long|
jump title with a, distance of 21 ft.
1 “inch, M. ¥. O'Hanlon being
second.

James Keays, Pallasgreen,
in the 100 yards

was,|
(10|

Tim Lee,hy of Creganej
(5’ 53”) Whllst

I way tied fer seeond place M
O’Brlen, Buigaden, won at puttmg
‘the. 28 lbs. (35 ft. 1 in.); M. Heelan
be,mg second Wlth 32 ft. 4 ins.
Cen Kiely was second to the
winner, J. J. Holloway, in the
Three Jumps, his effort being|
an -inch shoxrt of the winner’s|
33 ft. 3 ing. M, O'Brien, in addi*
fion to his victery 'at the 28lbs.,
had a psair of seconds to his name

McCarthy of Castlemagner and in
‘the 56 1bs. to T. Ludgate of Mallow.|

I only find trace of
fwo other meetings during 1912 —
at Bandon on August 3rd, when he|
won the high jump and. the
‘hurdles, and at Doneraile, on Sept.
Tth, when he won the 100 yards
and the hurdlee | |

“D.M.” at,

Hle enly ap«pearenee the fellow-:
in year, and the last record I find
“of him as' an ‘active - -competitor
‘was. in the. initer-county . contest

‘held at Kllla;rney on l4ith’ Au ust. |-

lee—
- and

Specigl trains from: - Cork,:

rick, ‘Tralee, Caherciveen -
ether dlstmcte
erowd to- this meeting: held on the|
Muckross Rogd  grounds,
turned out a fixture. to be remem-|
bered for many years with:
happiest of recollections.
from Cork, ILdimerick, Tipperary

and Ker cem eted, Cor 8y
il peie oT% be&tmgs:seumg

"t He was well read, too, and a grand
story-teller. A few he:-wv wettings

Limerick 36 pemts ta 31 in the
final tally.

‘meetings at which he compete‘i - A feature of the meeting was
during 1910.  Results were: ‘the new record set up byg Jaek|

At Kilmallock, July 9thy Won| o'Grady, just them coming into
long” qum - 22 ft. 11% ins. }the picture, When he displaced

rReal’'s long standing. figure of 35’
17 at slinging' the 28 1bs, O’Grady’s.|

effort was. 35 5. M}chael O‘Bmen .
ranks of those gr

onjmade Ireland’s name round the

‘was second.

- Other ILimerick  successes
that occasion included a dead heet.
‘between D, M. .’Cefnne]il and- B
Eourke of leerrck for second |
‘place in the long Jump at 21 ft., J.|
%} 2B,;ea,zley, of ork,, wmnmg at

' meeting-——a
of 60, with the heart and mind of

‘highways

' foot.
fine Irish musm:le.n

;Athletice
“thunting

Pavid O'Cdnnell

won 300
{round eempetltmn
Jump titles away back in the years.
When 13 stone Welght I saw him

clear 6ft..
was: a tip-tep man over. hurdles.

brought & record i"'neighb&ur,,

way

‘was a simple,

‘athleties, and I will conclude with |

an extiract from an appreciationi

- written by hig great friend, Paddy|

Mehigan, on that occasion:
“I was grieved to learn of the:
death of one of Ireland’s champion

'athletes of the past generation—

David M, O'Connell of Ardpatrick.
‘He had been in bounding health
when last T met him at a coursing
powerfyl, ruddy man

‘a child. Thoroughgoing sports-:
‘man, skilleg in ali the arts of dog-
and gun, of greyhounds, and hun-
ters, he sold many thoroughbreds .
at Cahirmee fair n my time, i
“David O'Connell, President of
the ~Greenall Cup Coursing, was
widely known through Munster. I
met him first at Mitchelstown
Sperte in 1905 ; we became keen

‘rivals and fast frlende for we had

‘much in common. We had many
exeursions - together through the
and byeways of the
South—on bikes, by train, and on-
His father Tim ©O'Connell, &
farmed 130
‘acres of the best of ‘Geolden Vein’

land, just beneath the famous hill.

hurling, coursing, and
- were the main sporting
topics of that ecountryside, and
_ took a man’s
share in them all. -
“A. sprinter close to eveniime, he
prizes
‘He won long

-one - -day in Benteer-——he

He never trained in the modern

sense. He 'saved the hay ‘and

.Schooled his horses ‘he had much

leisure and enjoyed it. - A kindly
‘he -was very popular:

and | He could slip greyhounds well and

wag- & rare -judge of a ecourse. Of

the|recent years he enjoyed much fav-
Teams| 0ur as an N.A, & €A, athletic han-

dicapper. Xe led a life set in the
leasant ways of life—buying and
~cattle at fair and market.

were = neglected in that careless
12 f:yplcal of powerful vzgw
orous men, Double pheumonia
claimed him in a few days. He
honest soul, who
harmed none by voice or act.” The
eat. gthletes that

Border centuries are thinning
‘rapidly. "The . light of Heaven to
-those that are pasemg frem us as
the vee, 5 -gpeed hy.”

o B0=J, J. Trehy ef leerwk
City | B

leng Jump 21’ 6” Jagmnst 20 5” to]
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