N August 2nd, 1953, in St
Nessan's  Hospital, Croom,
there passed to hig eternal reward
the last of an old glory line of
Limerick. footballers-—none ioth
than Malachi O’Brien. who wag the!
pride and. joy of Limerick Gaeldom
in long gone days, the growing
gap having outdistanced all. ‘but Gagel. This game wWas Pl&}'ed in the
the very few of those who were Canal ficlds and once more Com- Board, @51 they were called and.
even ~ch11dren that memora,ble mercials had s Well—deseryed OVEer whl-- the late: P&ddy_;

1EN of Lim-erie"lt Commercials
{US O CEALLAIGH)

FINE SFORTING SPIRIT.: |
The contest was f(}Ugh‘t in a fine
sportmg spirit, Louth did a goed
deal of clever hard work and the
Limerick play was characterised
by a fine defence and splntedi
rushes. The half-time score was:
‘Dundalk, 0-3; Commercmls 0-1,
and. the ﬁnal tally Commermals,-

(By SEA

April evening sixty-five _golden; victory, . ”ﬁrﬂ@ﬁ (“Twenty”) presided, - Inj |14: Dundalk. 6.3, John Cullinane
vears ago when the boys of l;lme— ~ Up ‘to this time, the Clul was "5 PRgLn. Qﬁf :numbgrs thﬁ leards; (afterwards M.P.) refereed. 'The
rick took him out of the train ‘at more or less a. pmvate one, being’ Jolldwmg were the Commercmls

| players ‘who took- part in the final
and the. games leading up to it:
Tenig .Corbett, captain and cul

‘‘‘‘‘‘

baire; Patrick Reeves, .;Tr;m'le-,T1 Mui-
queen, Michael Slattery, omas
McNamara, Timothy _F;ltz ibbon,
Patrick Kelly, Patrlck J. Corbett |
Timothy Kennedy, Ned Nichelas,

-John- I-Iyland Malaehi O'Brien, Ned

the Railway Station and carried
him on their shoulders. throughthe
city and ‘to the hotél for the: ﬁI’St and a few other shGp asg,lsta,ntsi
reception ever accorded a wirmm,gf ITom Q'Connor was captain; John
All-Ireland team o Mch I__ra o.f haplgy me%{}ry, was
“THE LITTLE WONDER.” - president ap  Ryan In
Malachi’s nickname ‘was “The charge of the books.” Much to the
Little Wonder”—a. title that he; cer- credit of Dan he saw that there
tainly ~ earned, for no man of: was a great future before the then
his size or weight put more: into just = recently Jlaunched Gaelic
Gaelic football than he did. .Only: Athletic Association and the Com-
| quite Tecently I was talking to an “mereials. He ‘summoned a special:
old veteran who saw the first great; general meeting of his Club for the
football final, and although he has purpose of extending operations,
witnessed most of -the big. games and through bhig foresight the.
in the .intervening years, he. still move was successful. All the
holds that the smallest man of the commercial athletic young  men.
forty-two in that memorable first- of -the city were invited to become
timer of football - Blue . Ribands members ~and immediately the
was the best foothaller he ever, ranks were filed up by the best)
saw. And he/even goes as far agto athletes. of what was a great area

‘mainly composed of young men
drawn from the drapery ‘houses:

Board carmé é,way | many 'of the
;%eadmg glhubs fnd hth.éy %ﬁyed out:
”{;{dﬁhBoar&dm hip%;%merc?gl:r ;Eg Casey, Robert NQI_‘mOBéle, Thgm@es
out in easy. fashion and were part-| IKeaﬁmg, Wﬁggmwil in P"‘“@unn?ﬁg*
nered by the South Liberties in %ﬁal BKK;tiln 4 Wlﬁ iy Cle&ry,
hurling. Now stood two rival chami- | | T cating, ] OLough-
pions, and no decision from the _Rlchard QBnen, Mmha,e oug
C‘entral Council as to which was .11 E&tﬁegﬁy, Thomas Lynch and
| | James C ;
the legally constituted' one. 7 Many of the above afterwards

lECID‘EfH F@LI? '..,--'.LA—Y; left their native land. W. .J. Spain, |

¥ ' ti to America,
At last it was decided that both: before emigrating

carved a special niche for himself
champmns should | @Lﬂy off, and the in the hallp of fame by becoming.

assert that he was the greatest in athletics then, At the first sub- winners' be Teco The rivel the first ever to win All-Ireland
player he witnedsed in an?r' aicaele : sequent meeting of thg commlttee oards weg:_e i\i@ﬁ 98@%91‘ ang medals in footbali and hurling. His
and that small man was none other| Dan Ryan Well said:—“I have now the yenue was ar:ra____; ed “for Croom, success in the latter code was.
than our subject thig Wﬁé@k—»' an army of athletes that woild . do. . with Central Ceouneil” off ciglg in scored with Bublm in 1889. o
Malachi O’Brien. honour .to any .county, and  the charge. Relations were strained ""Slattery made big home in Aus-
{ It was a coincidence that thHe) ‘GAA“ musnfr;_”go ahead.””. By thlsi- and the Cﬁ?ﬂt&s’ts were expected to tralia: Purcell c,arrled a GCaelic
grand, far-seeing Gael—Dan. H.. time DAL e captain. .; be very hot. The eyes of Munster championship medal to the Phil-
: Ry&n—-\WhG brﬁught Q_‘Iptq exmtgnae _ o .F I-HS LE‘E - _,_5[ W@I’;& d 58241 th& = _,mﬂr:lclg G‘ﬁelﬂ ll.p‘plﬂ‘eﬁ wh1]51t ﬂ{[,a,l ai O Brlen |
{the fameus Limerieck Commercials - REALISED, | f in ;f’%ﬁ;t.. all Ga@hc Irgland wes in- Pitzgibbon, Casey and, Denis Cor-
Club g few years even  beforg the leeI‘wk at this Permd was @  terested, ! Lommercigly and bett all went to the land of the
GAA, was estabhshed and whol Rugby  stromghold, . and’ Dan’s/| %@uﬂl Libertws d%cldﬁd 0 travel: Stars and Stripes. Cepgra.tulatlons
Saw dﬁg team - win the finst® All-} language was - ooked upon ag very; 5’ tram,___an ?‘i \.e@ma 19 ,?311‘ turn: poured in from all sides on the
| Irelan Se;mq;r ‘__-p@j:;la,a,,l Champlon- outspoken surely.  However, the ger & ..%Pegl_&l for the .nl’.Y way in which they fought
i ship, 31;10&#{. lie ﬁt;il in death in his dream of his life ‘was Tealised for QA% _QV@’I’ 5‘-11@ 0161 (5. and W.R. out the ‘championship and won
i native Thurles. the the Commercials proved successful system After great pressure and a with undisputed merit the first and

guarantee they succeeded. but on
tlllﬁ oceasgion it took six i:rams to
accommodate the living Irmght for

matches were. arranged against st Croom, so high did feeling run and
‘Michael’s, St. John§ and” St. Pat- s0 ° strongl was the Association.
rick’s, all of whom met defeat. | These were all a Commercial and
;Much could be written of these _leerty fallowmg‘, as the others
games and the rivalry that existed’ travelled by coaches, It «wg,s 2 hec-
between the various city teams, tic day in Croom, and after & vigr
liuttI must await another opportun- ?ﬁgu%ﬁllﬁﬁg?c Olf fast, r abulst fl}lﬁy
been his feeli whe - ity to recall the many great Gaels 5 ials won easily from
;gfs c;a,mﬁ'“ﬁa%{&@ irilm%%m;nggfn that blazed an early trail in' the Si: Mifhae‘l - It was a desperate
in the 1896 championship, In the] Treaty City. struggle of repid, furious play, in

ien fix which South Liberties overcam
dntervening’ years the Club @ha.t he 0. Ryan | then fixed up. match;es the M len > before leaving for America, where
watched . over’ from imfgncy gar- 'thth every team in the county, ¢ Murroe challenge. thus putting

the “old” he remained thirty-two years. -
nered honours galore, and it speaks winning as he went along. By 1886 £t Board in the ascendant.

After this th Coming home for. a holiday in
volumes for the solid f@un,datlons cihubs had sprung up everywhere through Msunstemcoaﬁ{dnexl‘g}{aéf | ‘3&1}, 1926, he returned for good, three

3¢ dgy the fiftieth
great battle ;fpn the f@o%bail @Eown

1 'wWas bemg waged at .'-f-f,-;fé"ﬂ}ce Park,
| the contestants, Kerry and { qwan 1
; A PROUD DAY,

It was a proud day, m.deedl ;Eqr
Dan when Cammerclals inscribed
their pame. onthe mg:g,m eh&mpmn— |
| ship ‘roll following one of the
grandest. of Gaelic deciders. Sacond

only to the 1887 thrill must have

bevond the wildest hopes of the
ather members and assocza,tes of
the great Dan. With g gtrong.-team,

one of the gr“_,x._._.-test champmnsh;cpﬁ
of the G.A. A _.

,,,,,,

*Malachl' 0 Brlen Was born m
Ballinvrina, . Emly where he lived
until ' he ‘was fourteen years. of age,
when through the good offices of
the late Pat Hartigan, of the R@yal ,J;
George Hatel he secured the
appomtment in Cannock’s, where
he worked for half a dozen years.
Then he transferred to. Dublin,
and spent a short time at Clery'’s,

b

| 1 - e i) Ao 8.
gD Do e Uil LR sy Y Dowdelown (Msatt) af Eim Fask Gative Hallwtan, K sleee” bl
I'besides winnin he “Kerrym:an” . .match was arranged. on (00 1'1‘ th ? ay Dundon, of Ballinhinch,
[ : ,, m st ey were wctorlous b 32 to 0-2. oy
[ gf;%gﬁ?ﬁyaﬁadpﬁﬁg ﬂfl @éwafham' 'dlgg c}?’fﬁ%%lg kﬁ %%3%3 g¥ t%aeﬂa th.; In this game Malachl O'Brien %inocklilég;ﬁt? Wh@m ';e i%mgﬂ?atﬁgu
' y seaten ou and still fore. ' kicked a goal from centre-ficld, a oF. 1Y SR B b n
a replay by St. Senan’s in a great still wery much- to the - fore. th L of -this gricle, Sﬂll.h‘?l‘is the. A11‘1
fight for the county crown. gollﬁwing a “stubborn contest’ s&h? alleli'og deag' glﬁgnffaisa?ad gave t?in “Irgland- medal:-Mala _*"i“‘*awmr‘wﬂmL !
, 0N e. [P et (U sy il ey oa e
s Ogaﬁﬁt L Dyan Wwas a farmer's | e pmercials mirgf Y s strength of which he was invited "fgﬁs %);w%t by the banks ot the
more, Thurles, He was educated at cdiafely aftex they travelled to to lunch with Lord de French, in Dodder. now & merket garden,
J 88 ated a ?llmsh by’ spemal steamer — a’ whose Park the game was played. ‘pertly occupied by Browne and

St. Jarlath’s College, Tuam, where
it was intended that he should |
study for a professional career, He|

trip full of pleasuyre and delightful THE NEXT ROUND.
scenery thag blﬁt few of tlae Yﬂuné' For gl;g ?ezit rm.llrld gO?merclals
..... | eneration ave enjoyed -— and . | again o -travel to Dublin, their.
1;;% ?ftasge howg..q Lo for cdommer*- B gefegted the local footballers, who, opponents being Kilmacow (Kil-
Dt és =2 %’IQ ent Ere _Ctﬂe {iaperl-"- a. few years z,gg glmyed the con-. kenny) and after a desperate
legr c?k awh Legsrs, Gannock’s - in tirmance of radition by " again struggle the game ended in a draw.
bl s ere he remained for a securing the’ Cl.@m __._;.;_;_ampmmhnp - of 1-10 each, That day blew a
N ?um er' 0 . years hefore trans- title. " storm and sment1ﬁc play was out
| ferring t? Dublm And it wgs from ‘The next big ﬁxture was  at ‘of the question. Three weeks later|
Ga,nnockg ’ p‘:ecrmte@ .young ‘Bansha where they ! played & pair: they were again agked to try con-
‘Malachi’ 031‘1311, hen an am:ren- of matches — against Bansha and clusions and Bansha was fixed as

Nolan’s Printing Works.

.~ 'The medal was not presented for

many . years @.fter, and . the letter |
Malaghi wrote from. 4 vmerica con- |

cerning the mtter is still Pres |

served, It was addressed to the

then Secratary of the Commercials

—Mr. P. Gleeson, William St., tol
whose memory the present O;iy

trophy, the Gleeson Cup, is dedica~

| ted a:nd wnas a8 follows “Dear M;r |

| tice there, to make him one. of the the Tippetary: “B@Qﬁ&;ﬂﬂﬂﬁ“ — two . th

_. - e venue. In bright sunshine, in
| best Gﬂeqh‘; p‘laye,rs QI al t}lme slashing teams-~again coming out a  beautifully 2q§1pped meadow
s MVING FORCE BEHIN. victors,” On that gcoasign the first  field right in the wake of the Glen|

Feotbja.lil _;ra.,mpmnshlp, 1ndeed I
|assure you it was one of the

"i" R

special ntram over the old. Water-

ford end Limerick ralroad was of Aherlow, the teams toed the

§satgl@ . ga;,thlete, line. - For a while the well-nigh!

| Ryan was a ¥

Arravale Royers,

champmn oarsma,n and step-dancer
and proved the driving force behind

amﬂngst others, the Lees of ¢ork
Rangers, Rosal;m..js Tgnd  Bok
crowe. ‘In Dublin ‘he wag also- very
active in Qaelie ranks and re-
organised  the famwous Kickhams
Club. An. g,rdent nationalist, he"

late_r returned to his natlve dlatrlct
and for & number of years carried
o a very .ﬁuccessfm Hr@pery busi-
ness in Thurles. Many afe the en-

I joyable chats T had there withd Dan
{on: d,»ays that are dead—and what
| great ones of the Gaelic areng met .
{ under his ‘roof, svhere deeds of do

the Ga.elm Atbletw Mqvqment 1p,ﬁ-,_1ts

organised for -a Gaelic match, and .
had to be guaranteed on behalf of
the Associgtion by Dan Ryan and-

M:@umce Fitzgibbon., Later in 1886
they . travelled to the' Limerick

Junctlrm to m,egt the famous .
,B:ohercrowe team a.nd def,ea,uecl-

the close of a’ gz;ea.t sea,san “they.

again defeated the Lees, at Cork,

and Kilmeacduane, at

_--sud.e% seyeral’ teamg through the
i B

nel ouring count;es

OBABLE YE

NﬂW we come o the Jev\er mem-
orable year of 1887, Just ag the

first championships . were announ-
ced, Qemmxemmls met-an. early dis-

a 111 went in 't loss "of their
gxp{am, {; R?gn Wl@gsg Com-

mercial pursults called him’ 1o -

Kilrysh, be-

i mvmc:lble Kilmacow seemed to be

winning, but once the Commercials
settled down there was no stopping
them; their . ground work and
rushes carried everything, so thel
'“brave r1olling blades” had to]
submit to defeat by a goodly mar-:
‘gin,” Kilmacow had earlier defeated:
Lees, four points to nil. This
leerlck:-Kﬂkeﬂny ‘meeting was’
the semi-final,”. angd Commercials;
next met Louth “ Pundalk Young_:
-Irelands;” in. the final. |
 Louth had disposed of Baliyduff:
Lower (Waterford), 1-8 to 0-3, and
Castlebridge (Wexford) seven:
points to two. The final was played
at Clonskeagh (Dublin) on the 29th-
April, 1888. It proved a wonderfully
fast game, scientific and clever, but
the “o0ld reliables” stayed out

i ,‘r;xut ﬁs

gfsurpnses of my life after so many
| years. h@d mmpletelv forgotten,
ber of - that fa.mous-

f_l@ya,l true and trusted. comrades '
-Whﬁ, 1 believe, would be hard to
Quite a few of them -

duplicate.

pler realms, I hope.

rd fe locate, I guess, To any of

{ the old brigade who may still be in
;leemck please give my kindest
;_ragarda and best wisheg. I give you
| full authority to give the medal to
| my brother.” You can bhe perfectly
2 sa.tlsﬁed he will send it to me. He
lis as good as gold.
{1do not like dmng

However, 1f you
that 'my New
York address is 220 West, 22nd St.

{T have come to live here at 90

have gone to their reward in hap-
Others are '
| ;scattﬂred .all over. the world and

Dublin. This. was a severe blow, as"

nobody was left to tgke his place. better and won a sensational match

with som,ethmg to spare. . ;
“DIN” CORBETT. "

‘and- daring were recounted. a

thousand times over—events . that |
He was a born organiser. Howeyver
Hiume the early paagqes of Gaelic the best had to be done,. ﬂ*’

-ﬂt{j&‘x{d io another great old Gaelic strange to. say, the choice fell 011 8 A Press report.-of that. great ﬁzna,l |

¥ non-player, poorr Pat Treacy, long 1 wAll be read with inferest: “To

g:;gnagrd'eg&% 1f0tf th:e .Ltog;r%efttthé sinep gone to his reward. - ‘Din’ Corbett, the ~Commercials
e&ﬂm ears of the -Commercials It may not be generally known owe a good deal for Sunday's vic-
" Club ;tzelf It will. surprise many to-day that Ll;.rn.enplg t,hen h‘&d two . | tory, as his splendld play in goal,

; h h dnurab‘[e’
-of my readers to learn that the‘ tﬂege‘terh&l" ; Wflt ¢ 1s - ted larzely
' P‘-"-i'ﬂ*-"'-"-'-'l‘hwi'l“""\"'m 'J..‘?.'.":;"-'-'a."-"-"a"?"‘:n‘ll"fli Ay L v ATy, . T - ‘1 : - EOETTT RS A
0r1g1n of the Commercials, like a| R G R g[ X ralsds Illtp Whec:ro o ev] :EI'}FOII o WO rgkejd .

{xColorado Ayenue, Bridgeport,
. Conn. for the summer months to
}&vmd the heat of New York. I wiil
;' be here 'till September. Thanking
tyou in adyance, and hoping all the .
j-0old frlends are well. I remain,
] yours sincerely, Malachi O'Brien'’.
- ONIQUE HONOUR. |

Malachi, who never played Wlth
any other team but the Commer-
cials, had the wunique honour of

few other famed Limerick com-: o . v
| s so well it is 2lmost a pity to men: being shouldered off the field by
binations, dates ha.ckf P ﬁfr to t}le | }H}E}ﬁiﬁff#ﬁﬁﬁk tion any particular names; but L the ‘opposing team for his great
actual foundation ‘o . Ga’ﬁ o E think that not one of the team will football on one of the occasions !
Athletic Association in 1884, Wnen o ' feel agrieved by my picking out. ‘the Commereials played Kilmacow., |

the present great organisatign was,
as yet unborn, the Commercials,
under Dan Ryan and Tom ©'Con-
| her, were. tv;ymg hard to ;spsread the
. ,.hght and in 1883 they playgd their
| first challenge ;ma.tch agginst the
L:Lmerwk ;lutche«rs in the om Bal- :-:ﬁgg L E:s;.:;.f,;,a‘_ ,-;_:

i
) -. ..‘ ., "-“-::@‘._;:: .-‘~. !.‘.;a .p ,-;_.- ;‘L*."
AT

twe, who beyond -doubt disting-;
{uished. themselves in no small way.:

Another great game of his was at’
TLough Gur and at Lﬂmermk:
{ One of these two is W. Spain, Wh(y. Junction he gave a dlspiay that
blinded the Dundalk goal-keeper ' ‘was talked ‘of for years in the gdis-
{and backs in such an extraordina ry. trict. After that game he wajlked
| manner when he scored the goal, home to Ballinvrina, aceompanied |
{and the other is no less a person- by his brother and the late Very
Lf than “that football Wongier Rev. John Slattery, DD, PP,

ala.c"-l""O’Bnem whose name is & | Lattin, and danced all mg]afi,; in his
hoysehold "weord in . the ,Seuth of own house, returnmg to L;germk
Treland. Fhough Maldchi is hot yet - . next merning. -
a&y}e@teen years ©f age he has Malachi  played  no games m
| i’ayed w_m’th the Commercmls and America, although ' he togk a keen.
d;lsg_; uished ,hlmself in every im- interest in athletics and was 4.
portant match for the past fwo ~ strong admirer and Su orter of
years. He is a supny faced, qujet, - the mighty James Mifchell, of
unassuming youth, of medium sizg, Emly, one of the greategt athletes.

with nothing great. ip his stature | " _E
‘beyond that he ig very well propor- of all time, who won 26 American,.

] 4 --Cmp mercials. L
| Their mp_@;}mm were @ powerful : o ==.?3%‘*}. o
{ body of men but not so expert, and i

| had to go unde;'.- -

| WORKED LIKE TROJANS.

1 This vmtory fired the players so
| much that they became rTeally en- X

| thusiastic am:l worked like trojans B e
l.to make the game 8 SUCCESS. In
| 1884 they playe@ their next big

“They had an easy victory owver the,

-glants by the Shannon, where: often
in later years a gQOd Gael and true |
sald;ler was’ raised
met St. Pa
that 'was. in existence before the
G.ALA, itself, and who were. led by
Captain Goug.h ‘'who was & grand.

Soon after they
piog: ;trmk’s, another Club

mateh; this time against Meellck foLlewmg ﬁ *Spllfr&t vthe

y ¢ .'-‘.;.V:e.::.':ii.@;i@« " No Limerick :

1 3 A ~
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& then

part in the fitst All-.
- e ;,,-~.-'-:p1@nsmp Eﬁe

of the fight, ‘and the tougher and
ﬁercer the- match the more at home
s. Malaehi, who is now so insepar-

ey to take the field witho
wqgmld Feel mcomplate aud.

ey
] without confidence.’

‘tioned. He is always in the thiek:

a,bﬂv connected with the Commer--
- c.lals and thejr vigtories that were:
ut him

17 Irish, 14 Canadian and 5 British.

titles.

The last of the old Cﬂmmeremisj

_throu ghout the world,

now sleeps his long sleep in the
little Churchyard at Emly, but his
- deeds will be recounted for genera-
tions yet to come, round happy .
firesides here at home or wherever:
| fortune has scattered our campeers |

N~ £6) AEin]lr AT a 1n:h a nf Qﬁ'l‘l‘i'h |



