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Now s the next thing. |1
don’t know why but |
think we will do well
n the election,” he
sald,

“I's very successtul
and one of the biggest
conferences and
higgest crowds we've
had in a while,” said
Damian O'Dwyer from
Dromkeen.

“There is a huge
crowd here and | think
1t will refleet very well
on the canvass. There
is pood support out
there for us. The
people wouldn’t be
here otherwise,” he
sald, Rita English from
Raheen doesn’t travel
much to conferences
but enjoys them when
they are in Limerick.

“1 attended a lot of
the speeches and
enjoved them ail,” Ms
English said.

James Finucane

<y

y slams
laclava
mics’

ies. The reversion 1o
what we endured in the
past:  mass: unemploy-
ment. emigration and eco
nomic deprivation,” she
said

I'he  Tanaiste was
seathing of Sinn Féin ide-
ologies and said: “This
country doesn’t need bal
aclava economics either
There are some that say
there are no differences
between the political par
Lies
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Harney leads t
praise for ‘the

best Taoiseach
we never had’

TANAISTE = Mary
Harney led the
praise for PD
founder member

Des O'Malley, who is
retiring from public
life at the next elec-
Lon.

The party leader pre-
sented Deputy O'Malley
with a xi!\'t'r.sulvvl‘ 10
maik his sterling work in
political life over 34
years and for being “the
best Taovizeach this coun-
try never had,”

Ms Harney had a warm
welcome for the 600 Pro
pressive Demoerats and
their guesis who sat down
to dinner and a special
welcome for former 1PD
deputy Peadar Clohessy:

The party decided 1o
hold. its conference in
Limerick because this is
the last conference which
Deputy  O'Malley  ean
attend as a member of the
arliamentary party and

)il Eireann, the
Tanaiste said
“The Progressive

Democerats could not be in
being iF it were not for
Des O'Malley: This party
would never have hap-
pened, this party would
never have succeeded. ™
she said

It’s often
that  he is the best
Taoiseach this country
never had - that's a cliche
but I certainly agree with
1

“His integrity, his intel-
lect and his determina-
lon knows no bounds. In
[act his passion and deter-
mination and his unerr-
Ing instinet for what's
right and for doing what
Is right is exemplary. Des
has always put principle
before pragmatism. He is
overlain with a passion
for what he believes to be
right.” she said

“In the parliamentary
party I'll certainly miss
him.  We'll all miss his
advice, his guidance, his

been  said

wisdom.' We'll miss his
steely  determination. ™
said Ms Harney:

She said that it was
going to take two O'Nal
levs 1o replace him in the
next parliamentary party:

“I'vee no doubt that the
tradition will be contin
ued  with  Fiona, his
daughter who is running
for us in Dun Laoghaire,
and Tim. his cousin who
Is running here in Limer
ick East. It will take both
of them to make up for
Des when we lose him
from the nzn'fmnwm:n',\
party this summer

“I know we will con
Linue to have his support
his loyalty and his friend
ship. This Jarty is i shin
g example of what Des
O'Malley has dchieved in
Irish polities

“He has genuinely bro
ken the mould and con
tribiited  an _enormous
public service (o the peo-
ple of this country,

“It would have been eas-
ler for him to have fo)
lowed different options,
but his courage.  his
mtegrity, his determina-
tion and his love of this
country meant that he
chose a different one and
for that Des we are all
eternally grateful 1o 3oLt e
she said. ;

Ms Harney presented

Des and Pat O Malley
with a holiday voucher
worth  €2,500, jokingly

pointing out that it was in
1

§i

Family portrait: Fiona, Des and Pat O’Malley

a bight brown envelope

Depury O'Malleyv 1o
returned the voueher aay
mg that he did not fin
right takimg u

She ulso presented i
with an inscribed solu
silver salver which read
“"With ApPpPrecrtion
respect and admirarion
Tor-a hte of outstandimg
public service: Presenfod
on belkill of the enripe
membershap of the Pro
gressive emoerals 1o its
founder. Des O'NMalloy 8t
February, 2002

o LT lyit T
whelmed.” Des ('Nalliy
responded. CThank sou
very muech, I'm  vers
pgratetul for this. 've by
over the Tast quite a mm
berof years overwhelimed
by thanks and presenta
tions  for nert VT
much.” he said

“l recall a friend of
mine who led a larger
party and led the country
and he did a hell of 4 o
more than I did. He never
Bot @ presentation. Hap
pily we live in different
times now and in o differ
ent situation, I'm very
grateful to all of you ™~

He .said  he  was
absolutely delighted with
the huge number of pen
ple at the dinner and et
1 augured, very well o)
the forthcoming wenera)
election

“Lwas delighted 1o mest
people” here tonight iy
the first time and to meet

(cn

A friends also Apd |
think that avgers woll 1o

I am venunded of o
thige that started n Lam
orick  now von see jioadl
over the country John 5
Let us vepaiee Tadie fid
pentlemen. There  ape
many  here tonight who
are reborn,” he sid

He reealled that Frank
Hogan. the owner ot the
Juhn 37 <ipn
tinal e which: Limerick
Wis plavang against Cork
and that someone was
cute enough o go behind
by with o sign that said
Cork ds

(A o e serons natee,
hee sapd the Tirsg part al
thes History o Jis Pty
180 SeNSe A Degilive
because we were domi
nated Iy what we wepp
aans<t. 'mo o delivhied
that thee second part of iy

has been the positive part, -

where we could mple
ment what we were for”

And that's the part 1hat
has mado the dilferenee
And that's the half that
has benetited Treland and
has achieved what wie s
OUL 1o do. And that's the
half that was Ted by Mary
Harney,” he 3aid

“Lowant (o say how
sratetal Famto the peaple
ub Limerick particulayly
o the people in ihis
argansation in Limepick
that stood by me i
helped me for 51 voaps ™
he <o

WHs o9,

Denis O’Kee
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