I'T"8 A pity that the Minista-for
Industry, Commerce and Tourism
spollt an  otherwise intergsting
interview (capably handled by
Billy Kelly), by his petty| and

Ungenerous referénces to the: City

Council of which he was a 'brief
and, at times, troublesome
member.

Having trailed into the Council
from Ward 2, after Mick Lipper,
Jim Kemmy and Gus O'Drigcoll,
Des O'Malley gave the impression
that, notwithstanding | his
undoubted uhility. he had na real
interest in “messing around ifvlocal
politics,” which he obviously felt
was intended for lesser men than
he. !
Always the first to depart from
Council Meetings, Des O'Malley
used them cleverly-and frequently
in_a disorderly manner-as a plat-
form to berate [the then Gov-
ernment for their alleged inade-
quacies. Two pet|subjects of his,
raised at successive meetings, were
“the outrageous price of gas and the
uncalled for refusal of the [then
Minister for Agriculture, Mark
Clinton, to grant the City Abattoir
a meat export licence. Mr, O'Mail-
ley hus been Minister now for more
than two and half years, d rinﬁ
which the price of gas has increase
from 63p (null)] ta 110p (nett) per
therm, i.e., by 73 per cent angl the
abattoir is still wi{l’;mt the export
licence which would mean so much
in cutting its costs land, lherehp;, its

charges. -

His suggestion that one Manager
should take charge of both City and
County while new (& somewhat
similar proposal, in the context or
mergihg the two areas, wad put
forward some {eum ago by the|then
Minister for Local Government,
Mr. R. Molloy, 4t a meclh‘g in
Limerick and duly turned down flat
by the reprosentatives of both
Counclls) s presgmably put: fog-
ward a8 an alternative (0 u oxten-
slon of the Clty. Boundary, | Per
mmlH;. I would support an exten:
slon of the boundary with separate
Managers and in agreement (with
the Courty Coungll (as had i'”"f"
pened In Waterford) (o bring lis

pupulation up to 75 or 80,000 jpew
ple. This would npt prejudicé co-
operation belween |

ity [and
County, on the i }

es of. the Joint
Health Board, which operatefl for
a period of ten years, It worked
remarkably well and in- geheral
harmony under the chalrmagship
uf Clir }im Barrgtt, County !u'lm
vll " 1

For nps goud readon, it, and $mi-
Iar Health Boards,| weie abolished
by the late Frakine Childers; then
N{Inislwi for Heallh and Instead,
niiie Regional Healthi Hoatds were

" infliefed o, the e ifilty. Havitg o
mettiber of both Godies it. 19 fiy
cunsideted oplilow thal the sihllse
hiody was mite effielgit, ohie {ler
Iy, opetdle aid miore nlinigtely
coneertied with the| patients repsiv
I cate angd teeatifent in the lvar
Il Highibutions Gifder its son) ol

From hiy shoi sxperiense as o
tigmber of the £y Counsil,{and
with nu expetisney of the Colily
Cianpetl, Mi. ("'Malley finids! (he
latter heudy “more mﬁumnlllw in

avely aenss af the wupd" ! ith
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“"'none of the silly ucqiimuny which

rucn on in the Corporfition.” While
e is entitléd 1o wha can only be ]
regarded as an ill-informed opin-
ion, I think he is being unfair 1o the
City Council of whith 1 had the
honour of being a member for 37

1years, being re-electdd by my con-
:Stituents a8 six successive Local

Elections. 1 am Bure 1 was
“unworkmanlike" and “acrimoni-
ous” on many occasions during

that long period. Notwithstandin

these departures fr am the hig
standards bespoke by Mr, O'Mal-
ley, I would like to think that, gen-
crally” speaking, 1 gave a worth-
while service 1o our old ciliy and to
ilsH-;eoplc in every walk of life.
ndeed, it has gceh my experi-

‘ence over the years, that the great

majority of City Councillors are
good, decent lmen-and
women-anxious to sefve their con-
stituents and to advafice the prog-
ress and rrospcril Of their city.
The‘y get little credit,|jand no mat-

reward, for the time they give
from work and family| to attend to
the many problems OH heir people.
All of them are members of various

[committees which mget between

Council Meetings and do excellent
and unpublicised wark. In addi-
tion, they attend meetings of resi-
dents and other assoclations, make
numerous weekly calls to houses
needing repairs and atlend to other
matters such as road repairs and
lights (not to mentiop wanderin

horses). ‘They have o deal wiln
personal calls and handile daily cor-
respondence. And ‘when these
chores are qomplercd. they must

. mike representations) to the City

Manager and his officiils, to ensure
that complaints are dealt with as
quickly ax possible, |

In tﬁln uge of crcc;Jlng and cen-
tralising hurenucruc‘yi it Is vitally
flecessiry o recognise the Impor

Jtinee of the deniocratically elecied

public representative |n vur systen
OF local government. [With all his
faults and fallingy He-and she
truly represent the grant body poli
He with o statutory right (o speak
im behalfl of hia 6t herlconstiuents
and (o challenge “th system’ In
their Interestn. ‘I'o denlgrate thé
Publie representative’ is. 10 deni-
grédte the people wha elected him
and-in most cages reielected him
agaln and afulu‘ I

Like Des ()'Malley it was neves
ny practice to cullivite the Press
diring my years in| public life
flevenhelcsm my experienceé has
veen that the great majority of
Iressmen are ant and objective i
'heir reporting, havipg regard 10
the [jn!? the ﬁnve gy do and the
publie they have (o sprve.

In conclusiot, | would wish cori
tinued “ettibarrassmient” (o Des
O'Malley i lis efforts o bring new
lindustries (4. Limetick (we ofill
taed tidiy Mure ) rd (0 say 6 werd
of appreclation (g ti[ﬁ Intdusttia
Development Auf ity ad
Shanan Develugient for (e vijal
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The Wings Go!finis.oci
society also donated ov
Ireland, Shannoh Airpo

mittee; Dr. Willia
Ireland, Limerickl;'TMr.

A SCARCITY of-fuel hak
affected charter praffi¢
here, it was disclosdd at a
meeting on - Mondpy, a
‘which the formation on an
action commitlee 16 prop
mote Shannon's inferesty
wils discussed,

It was ngreed w0 lan
commitige, at the nexi
which will be held oh Tuendn
wesk when offleers will e lectec

Alrport-branch unior priesldent)
Mr. John Mugray, who prefslded g
Maonday's meeting ruh{ me: W
hitve been Informed that §hannor
has been losing  charter| flight
because of a searcity of, fuel, Thi
rmhlmu does nol seem 1ojexist o
*arls o1 London slrporis jand wi
Are going o seek an immediaté
Investigation, “Shannon,' - hd
pointed out, “cannot afford to lose
this type of huisiness partielarly a
A time when all the airlines arg
economising."
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