VF 3/ o/

Noonan
'sorry’ for
his role
'In MeCole
tragedy .

Anita Guidera

/ ’

jf
Ane

| FINE Gaq Ieader, Michae]
il Noonan, has gaj he woulg

g
illness and death of Brigig

! McCole from Hepatitis C.
r The mother of 19 died in
/1 1997 during 5 High Court

battle with the Blood Trans-
a fusion Service Board follgw-
o Anita Guidera and suicides, she continueg, ing her refusal to accept an
s I Hope called for an | offer of Compensation. Mrs
IRISH People neeqd tq drink €xamination of the Irish MeCole had beep injected
less ap avoid getting cultura] tolerance of drink- { with infecteq Anti-D gp
drunk, to avoid aleoho]- ing to intoxicationaspar‘t of November 5, 1977.
i i Just twg weeks before she
died, the BTSB admitted lia-
bility ang negligence and
apologised for infecﬁng her
but threateneq that if ghe
was to Proceed with 5 case
for damages and not suc-

drinking too much, €nce both Supply of ang
“While measures tq tackle demangd for aleohol,
under-age drinkjng are nec- Pressureg on young peo-
€ssary and important, the ple to drink must he
fact Temains that the impact reduced apgq the onset of
of hazardous drinking drinking among children
among adyltg Constitutes must be delayed, she said.
the major alcoho] related Co Mayo Coroner Dr

Health Minister at the
time Michae] N_oonan, who

Ben Wallace (5) fra
with Enable Irelang

she Pointed oyt that ing to COmmunitjeg in Ire-
serving aleoho] tq a drunk land today a5 €migration

Aleoho] consumption con- Dr Loftus, one of the
tinues tq increase rapidly in country’s most Outspoken
Ireland, Since 1993, per voices on the abuse of aleo-
capita Consumptigp has hol, calleg for a zerg toler-
risen by 35pe, ance bolicy in relation to

any adult socig) drink- drink driving where ng leve]
€rs who drink t00 much op of alcoho] in the blood
a given night, fij] Accident stream woy]qg be acceptable,
and Emergency depart- He alsg questioned the

Mr Noonan said he haq
ments, €specially op week-  Jeyel of involvement of the

never met the family

Something he Would like tq
do in g Private Capacity.

assaults, drink driving by the loss of a loved one in

offences, accidental fy)g accidents cayseq by drink, Rev George KnoW'




