steps of Limerick District Court this Thursday after he was invited by Judge Tom

1bout the “peace deal” between feuding families in Southill. Mr Kelly, his brother,
1 members of the McNamara and Casey families attended the court. Mr Kelly is

signed “peace deal” between the families
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" By RON KIRWAN
in Leinster House

LIMERICK’S Michael Noo-
nan has claimed for the
first time that he has
“enough votes” to win this
Friday’s Fine Gael leador-
ship battle

The hottest af hot (hvourites since
the campaiut began last week. he also
Ox vierts SO Wi sn the Flest eosnt

ok 1 fass cnsngn volvs (o win, )
e NOW cotnioled my canvass o |
W v saeveed aallicient pledys s to biing
e g e e giargbe the e rlek Bast
LTI R (O
He also beimves Le hae edough sup
port to Lecowe leader no owdter how
many of the declared candidates stay n
the rice

“Even in a four way contest | think
I'll have enough to win on the first
count,” he confidently predicied

“I think he's okay said Senalop
Mary Jackman, “"That's the gencral
feeling among the parlizanmentarvy parly
members

“I have no doubts that he will do it
and that's the very strong consensus
here in Lednster Hou oo as the election
pots closer

“"No-one seems to be pullimg oul bat i

i

THE FIGHT FOR
THE LEADERSHIP

See also pages 8, 14, 15

doesn’t matter, [ have no doubts and feel
very confident he will win,” saild the
Castletruy senatol,

Arcunbackable 2/6 on favourlte when
the election was announced last Friday,
these remarkable odds were even fur-
therreduced this week as leading Fine
Gael deputles indicated he was their
first cholce for leader.

"It seems to me glven the fact that all
the leading figures in Fine Gael have
declared for Deputy Noonan a momen-
tum hag begun which should ensure he
is elected,” sajd MEP John Cushnahan.

“T'hese are Teading and respected fig-
tres like former leader Alan Dukes,
Alan Shatter and Charles Flanagan
who were also consldered possible con-
fenders to lead the party,

"It was particularly slgniticant that

* P2

Our pride
THE Limerick Leader, an [ndopendent noewspa
wr, makes no apology fo '~;11{;]n_;1'|in;: Michael
Noonan for the loadership of Fine Gaol, He is the
man for the Job. His electlen this Friday woyld

ohvioualy be good for Limerick but it would be

even better for Ireland, '

Michael Noonan has got what it +akes both to
be leader of the Opposition and to be Taolseach,
Thls is generally recognlsed even by his adver-
sarles, or at least by those of them who really
know him.

Those who don't really know him understand-
ably tend to misjudge the man. Some of them
have reduced themselves to damning him for hls
Limerick accent, as if he were some kind of
seml-literate red-neck. In fact he is arguably the
most articulate and cultured member of the
Olreachtas.

But cynics have levelled 4 more sorious charge,
Insinuating that he is bent on changing Fine
Guol's pluralist Northern pollcy to ane of natlon-
allst hfuotry. This I8 a distortlon of what he sald
on Morning Ireland last week. He told David
Hanly that ?m agreed with John Bruton's polic
but that it had been misunderstond. Some SDI,
members had seen Fine Gael under Garrot
FitzGerald's leadership as their g)arty of choice.

Still worse, the distortion of his remarks was
also a distortion of his whole life in palitics,
Michael Noonan has long since stood for an Ire-
land in which, in hls own words, everyane would
feel comfortable. And his words
matched by hls deeds: his tenure as Minlster for
Justice was characterised by physical bravery as
well a8 moral courage In the face of terrorian,

Michael Noonan 1s no political saint, He can be
impatient, gruff even, He 1s not a natural glad
hander.

His early electlon campaigns in Limerick East
were a struggle, even when he was in Cabinet.
The more the electorate began to know him, how
ever, the more they voted for him.

Michael Noonan, too, has learned along the
way, honing his considerable political skills. I1is
daring Is tempered with fine judgemeont: his
toughness with fexibility.

But most of all he a{wnyu has been s and
always will be a man of honour: a source of
inspiration; a born leader:

e are sure we speak for all Limerick people of
soodwill of all lJ:lrtim and of none when we wish
1im, his wife Florence and family every success
and happiness

Limerick is proud of them

ave been |
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