matically by 258 adherents 1o only
362. However, it must be said that
while those listed as “Roman
Catholics” continued to rise in the
county by 7,148, they too showed a

over 152,000, a drop of nearly 2,000,
clearly marginal by comparison.
However, the Catholic figure does
raise the question of out-migration to
Dublin or abroad as a possible reason

ues, 1l [enas 1o pe Mmore represcita-
tive overall of what is happening.
Anglicans have dropped regionally

by 15%.

Presbyterians, by contrast, have

Out in the cold this weekend—Deputy Mic

hael Noonan. But according

to an editorial on p8 he will be well able to brave the political elements

(LL)
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North Tipperary, where they disap-
peared entirely after losing four of
their adherents in the past decade.
Their latest numbers are: County

ed religions”—where the increases
have been several-fold, reaching sev-
eral hundred in each of the three
counties as well as the city.

Michael
Noonan:

ALTHOUGH still tipped
by senior members of the
party as the next leader of
Fine Gael, Deputy Michael
Noonan this Thursday put
a firm halt to the leader-
ship debate.

“] am not going to repeat that
now, because it would sound
divisive,” he told me when
asked if he would be remaining
as a leadership contender.

“I accept the decision of the
party, and I have no further
comment to make on the leader-
ship issue.”

Philosophical about this
week’s decision that gave
Deputy John Bruton a vote of
confidence and put his own
leadership aspirations on hold,
Mr Noonan tendered his front-
bench resignation this Wednes-
day.

“It is up to him (Mr Bruton)
to accept what he wants me to
do, if anything,” he told me in
an interview at his office in Dail
Eireann.

Asked if he expected Mr Bru-
ton to plead with him to stay on
the front bench, he replied: “I
don’t think he will plead with
me but if he wants to discuss the
situation fully with me, I am
available.

“Everybody has to play a role

L

From EUGENE
PHELAN at Leinster
House

in the party that is suitable to
him. I will be tendering my res-
ignation, and it is up to him to
react to that.”

Asked whether this week’s
events had damaged him politi-
cally, Mr Noonan remarked: “It
is always hard for someone 1o
decide what the effect is. It is up
to my colleagues in the party
and the public to decide.”

Mr Noonan says that Mr Bru-
ton and those close to him
accept that he had nothing to do
with this confidence motion.

However, he now finds him-
self on the back benches and
says: “I will be a very good con-
stituency TD. If I have a lesser
role than I have had for the last
12 years or so, then I will be
devoting more time to the con-
stituency.”

Whilc Mr Noona‘n is an obvi-

importance of the occasion.

y fate

ous loser at least for the time
being, so is his able lieutenant,
Limerick West’'s Deputy
Michael Finucane, who was
poised for a front bench position
under Mr Noonan.

He and MEP John Cushnahan
spoke against the party leader at
the seven-and-a-half hour meet-
ing, which has left the party

divided down the middle.

While he won the vote by a
small undisclosed margin, Mr
Bruton’s leadership is still under
threat. But Mr Noonan’s deci-
sion to go public on the leader-
ship, after the “Gang of Four”
had asked Mr Bruton to resign,
is now seen as a tactical mistake.

While it is easy to be wise
after the event, most believe he
should have waited until after
Tuesday’s vote of confidence to
declare his intentions.

Whether Mr Noonan’s leader-
ship aspirations have been
irreparably damaged remains to
be seen.

Considering it was a major
leadership battle, there was little
or no “buzz” in Leinster House
on Tuesday.

Only a handful of John Bru-
ton’s supporters from County
Meath celebrated in the Dail bar,
and this aside, there was no real
atmosphere to go with the

Central Statistics Office

Leadership
challenge

threatens
local crisis

By JIMMY
OULFE in
Limerick and
EUGENE PHELAN
at Leinster House

TUESDAY’S failed
leadership challenge to
John Bruton, now threat-
ens a major crisis for
Fine Gael in both
Limerick constituencies.

The banishment of lead-
ership challenger Michael
Noonan to the back-bench-
es, which is expected, could
devastate the party in
Limerick East and split the
Limerick West ranks down
the middle.

Anger is already being
directed at Senator Dan
Neville who dashed back
from Namibia to vote for
John Bruton.

“Some felt that Dan
could have avoided having
to go against a fellow West
Limerickman, Michael
Noonan, as he had reason-
able grounds for not being
present,” said one senior
party source.

“While it was not a con-
test between Bruton and
Noonan, this is the way it is
seen. His problem is not
made better by the strong
support Michael Finucane
has given his fellow
Limerickman.

“While Finucane may not
be in the good books with
John Bruton, people in the
constituency will feel that

—

Dash: Mr Neville fLL)

he stood by another West
Limerickman at a crucial
time.”

In Limerick East the
long-standing divisions will
be worsened and Mr
Noonan's political enemies
within Fine Gael will try
and exacerbate his ill for-
tune.

Senator Neville would
not confirm which way he
voted, but it is generally
acknowledged that he sided
with Mr Bruton in the con-
fidence vote in which all 66
parliamentary party mem-
bers voted. The other
Limerick parliamentary par-
ty members, Deputy
Noonan, Deputy Finucane
and MEP John Cushnahan
voted against Mr Bruton.

Caherdavin branch offi-
cer, Timmy O’Connor, a
native of Broadford, West
Limerick, commented:
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Veather -

AIN will reach the
€ coast during the after-
n and spread to Co Lim-
k in the late afternoon
evening. Temperatures
3° and southerly to
h-easterly winds fresh-
g, locally strong and
y. Breezy overnight,
spells of rain, clearing
y on Friday morning,
| possibly some fog
1es and a touch of frost
loping in parts of the
as the winds drop off
. Cool and bright this
ay with sunny spells
just the odd shower;
- frost for a time on Fri-
light, but strengthening
erly to south-easterly
s will clear it off on
day morning. Becom-
windy on Saturday
ing, with strong
erly to south-easterly
s bringing heavy rain
ight, clearing to show-
arly on Sunday, with
Tatures overall aronnd
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Crisis?
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“While there was a big cel-
ebration in Mr Bruton’s
home town of Dunboyne on
Tuesday night, I'm sure it
was nothing compared to
the celebrations at Fianna
Fail and the PDs headquar-
ters in Dublin the same

night,“

In what is seen as an
effort to divert any blame,
this Wednesday, Senator
Neville predicted that
Michael Noonan would yet
be leader of the party.

“I think regardless of my
stand on any present leader,
I want to see in the future

Michael Noonan as leader |

of the party,” he said.

“I don’t know when, but
I know he will be a leader
of the future. I hope one
day John Bruton will be
Taoiseach, but I am certain
Michael Noonan will,” he
told me this Thursday. =
« The jet-lagged Rathkeale
senator, who admitted to
being “too tired” to speak at
Tuesday’s marathon meet-
ing, refused to disclose who
he voted for, though the
media daubed him a Bruton
man

“I was surprised when I
read in the papers, without
asking me, that they all had
decided which way I would
vote,” he said.

“I did not make my mind
up on the issue until T came
here.” St

The tanned senator had
spent a week with the
National Democratic
Institute in Namibia, help-
ing to set up a new upper
house in their parliament,
when he decided to make
the hectic dash home.,

The NDI is funded by the
American government to
assist new democracies in
the Third World to func-

tion, and Senator Neville |

was Ireland’s only repre-
sentative on the Namibian
delegation.

He was staying at a game
ranch in the bush, 200 miles
from Windhoek Airport,
with one telephone connect-
ed to six houses.

“It was difficult to make
a contact for that reason,
but my secretary, Irene

laney, made contact with
me last Friday,” he
revealed.

“The position was that T
spoke to Senator Maurice
Manning, who was unsure
,of the outcome, and how it
would work, so he made an

‘arrangement that T weanta

_that he was trying to get

e

Gex

“I failed to contact him
on Sunday. I could not get
through, and my wife could
not get through, so I decid-
ed even without the infor-
mation, I should endeavour
to get home,” he told me,

It took him 26 hours to
fly from Windhoek to
Johannesbourg, and from
there to London, and even-
tually on to Shannon. {

“I then had to drive to ||
Dublin immediately on [}
Monday night because of -
the weather conditions,” he i
explained. i

Senator Neville said the |
had telephoned his wife, §
Goretti, from
Johannesbourg, telling her

home. :
“I was unaware of the sit- i
uation until T read the Irish
times on my way over from’
London,”  he declared,
“That was the first indica. 48
tion I had of the situation, |
“I am not saying what
way I voted. It was a secret f§
ballot, and I believe party $§&
issues should be decided
within the parliamentary
party on the basis of what is §§
best for Fine Gael and the §§
people it represents. E
“That has always been |
my view.” :
EDITORIAL.: P8

LIMERICK firemen took
only a few minutes to res
cue a swan from the roof of
a house- at Assumpta parkj
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