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Author Kevin Barry is Ioﬂkmg forward to readmg (and

fun) at Ergse MJChael Hartnett, writes Norma Prendiville

% EVEN wears after
§ W= he first gave a
Be.. reading at  Eigse
e Michael =~ Hartnett,
. author Kevin Barry
S is ‘making a return
visit to the Newcastle West arts
and literary festival.

Then, he was the published
guthor of one collection of
short stories, There are Little
Kingdomas, for which he won the
Rooney Prize for Literature in
2007, Since then, however, his
body of work. and the awards,
have mushroomed, along with his
reputation. His first novel, City of
Bohane, won the International
IMPAC Dublin Literary Award
and the Authors' Club First Novel
Awnard. His short story Beer Trip
to Liandudne won The Sunday
Times EFG Private Bank Short
Story Award and his second
collection of stories, Dark Lies
the I1stand, won the Edge Hill
University Short Story Prize
He has also edited a short story
collection, Town and Country
which has helped to launch some
other literary careers and of
course, he has been interviewed
al length and countlessly by a
media keen 1o understand his
very original, quirky mind and
his execeptional sensitivity.

“This makes me sound very
busy. The truth is 1 work for
about two and a half hours a day
and then spend the rest of the
time spacing around the place”
says the man who has clearly
naot lost his sense of self-
deprecating humour”
| have definitely been
Jucky in the last while
to gel some awards
and so forth, and
the ones thit have
big lumps of meolah
atiached to them are
of ecourse very
weleome”

T he

point
for him
though
is  that |
b ook

deals and

awnrds
mean  he
ean keep
on writing.

And money
is not the
inspiration.
"I have no

“f think a definition of success
as a writer is if you can make
enough Lo keep doing it without
having to do other work, .an-;l
| have been managing this.
definitely need to do it, as well f
feel a bit useless on Lhe evening
of o day | haven't written
any fiction.” he adds.

“I am very disciplined
now, unlike when 1
started out, and 1 do
o aclually go into the
work room, which is
a converted turfl shed,
every day of the week.
But I'd say only two
\ days of the week does
; it seem to be going
well. Most days are
a bit frustrating

and wyou seam
% to be getting
sweet  feck
all done but
it turng gul
thoze are
the days
you're really
writing and
the wark
is  burhling
wway al the

amhbitions ' - back of your
to be filthy Thestatueof Michael Harnettinthe  mind.
rich.” Square, Newcastle West *When  vou

say, as a writer, that you're going
into work in the morning, what
you really mean is that you're
about to crawl into your nerves.
Zp veah, you can be a bit wrecked
after it! Fiction comes from the
sub-conscious, from the murky
bits at the back of the mind -
the same places dreams come
from - but that's your workplace,
essentially, and vou have to deal
with iL”

He adds: “Being based in
County Sligo, and in a very rural
part of it, is great because there's
not a whele heap going on to
distract me from the work on
the desk. Just cows and hills and
a lake outside the window, so
there's no excuse for not getting
on with the story,”

Last year, Kevin signed up
with Seoftish firm Canongate on
a three-book deal which includes
his new novel Beatlebone due out
in the Autumn. Beatlebone has
been desribed by Canongates
publishing director, Francis
Bickmore, as “spine-tinglingly
good ... If anyone can blow open
the boundaries of what the novel
can do il s Kevin Barry, and this
new book provies him to be one of
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Pack a lunch and go explore
Gingergirl whips up a tasty
treat to take on a picnic >P3
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More pictures from the huge Team
Limerick Clean-up taken around
the county >P20-21 ;

Author Kevin Barry says of his feflow Limerickman Michael Hartnett: He's a true, proper poet, the real mysterious
deal and there aren’t many like him now’
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© cowTme rrow g 1
writers a2 work today.” be has
saxd The book revolves around
an Imagined trip by John
Lennon to the west coast of
Ireland in 1978, casting Lennon
as a modern Don Quixote.”

*They're about to wrench
the final version of Beatlebone
out of my hands in exactly two
dayy’ time.” Kevin says. “Its &
very short book that’s taken me
nearly four years to write - #
ook ages to get 2 voice | was
haoey with for it | think or hope
s kind of there now.” be sSys.

But there 3 more 0 COme
“TU be starting the sequel 10
City of Bohane in the summer

I'm wvery much looking
forward to heading back oul
to the quare place. I'd imagine
things arent going well oul
there.”

But he admits 10 sOnelimes
missing b3 journalisen days
Kevin, who 5 from Ballzmacurm
GCardens, got his first newspaper
b with the now defunct
Limerick Tribune and he ter
worked for a number of yvears
with the Limerick Post. As he
explained in one Interview,
he used to cover district
court sittings In  Limerick:
“All of life passed through the
Limenick courthouse. Masery,
malevolence., the dark side of
bummansty _ | tell ya. X mace
Aspgeia’s Ashes ook Bke The
Wonderful Wortd of Dusnesy °

1 think the language &
spoken in Limerick and Cork
has not really been written; City
of Bohane is a combination of
the two,” he has sald. “Loads of
Limerick stufl™ as well as “lots
of Cork stufl™ where he lived for
several years got into that book

"Bt ves, all of my work s
rraly t;sl."Lr'.".. by poaces, | thenk
The method for me 11 ot 10 be

spacing out around the place and
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lrtermationaly acciarmed fdder Martr Hayes will appea” i concert with

Dave Power on poes r the Desmond Hal or Frday Ao 7T

picking up on the vibrations. If
that makes me sound like a bit
of a hippie, it's because | am.” he
s

“But | do miss my journalism
days because 11 2 socabie trade,
it pets you out of the house
Writing prose fOction Coesml
s kind of for thes reason ['ve

Poet Paddy Bushe will open 2
photogrpaiee exhibetion of [rsh
writers

been working a bit on plays
also for the last while - | like the
sociability of it,” he says.

The sounds and rhythms of
language are also important. He
reacs his work aloud for humeelf
1o wianow out any false notes
And he actively empoyy reacing
L0 an adience

'Kevin Barryjoins alively
line-up for this year’s Eigse

*1 love reading the stories and
the work aloud - and definitely,
yeah, theres a touch of the
frustrated actor about me. ©

And be s looking forward
to reading af Eigse. “TH read a2
few different bits and pieces at
Eigse and I'm really delighted
that the amazing Brad Pint Light
Orchestra are going o be doing
some music on the night. It
be the most fun I'll have had in
Newcastle West sinoe the time
| was outl there for a shotlgun

wedding.” he says
His owmz conneclion with

Muchar! Hamtnett poes back 10 Rus
teenage years. 1 lowe his work |
remember being blown away
one of his books in English, A
Necklace of Wrens - it came out
when | was an impressionable
teenager reading books of
poetry down in the graveyard
of St Mary’s Cathedral. | used be
all dressed in black and 1'd have
Nick Cave on the Walkman" he
recalls

“But | also love the character of
Hartnett. you know™ He's 2 true
proper poet. the real mysterous
deal. and there arent many like
him now.”

Eigee Michael Hartnett opens
next Thursday evening with
a keynote address by award:
winning author Joseph O'Connor.
Kevin Borry's reading will take
place om Saturdgy, Apri 38 :n Lhe
Coumcdl ofSces, Newcastie West
at 8pem. The festroal well feature
mtermationally rencamed fiddler
Martin Hoyes in comcert WUA
Dave Power in the Desmond
Hall, actor Pat Kinevane (n Ris
solo show Undernealh, poet
Peter Fallon recalling his friend
Michael Hartnett, a Viva Voce
compettion, and a slew of poets
ar well as inlegrated dance
For full details po fo 0w
CageeTc RO INITIReR . OF PR
Ny @ brochwre I your
rory

i
L S Y
-'a_.n. =




