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1995 — For all the locals among you, dear readers
cast your mind's eye back to the Limerick of 1997
Pretty bleak picture isn't it? As a native, | always
savour a secret chuckle when people down
Limerick. Especially these days. You know the usual
whinings, maybe not so much of late with the
enerated and long overdue redevelopment
rampage, “there’s not enough ..(insert relevant
phrase here — clubs, shops, pubs, general places to
go, live, be etc etc) in this town".

Brother, you don't know the half of it. Without
sounding off like a rocking chaired grandmama,
Limerick today is New York [ well a lively
neighbourhood in Brooklyn at least) compared to
Limerick pre-1ggs. Which is why Java's closing in
early February (for redevelopment no less, oh the
irony) has engendered such an emotional
response among the populace in general and the
former/present staff and loyal patrons in
particular

Java's arrival signalled the start of something in
this town. It was Limerick’s first coffee shop coffee
shop. Sure, we had all tasted Bewleys™ percolated
offerings, but Java’s opened it's doors and offered
us [talian and African blends, a choice no less, from
a big steaming mammoth proper coffee mac hine
here were muffins and couches and l"-.iﬂl:.'-':1 and a
hanging chair and feta cheese and candles and
nice cake and a general boho ambience with a
gagq le of urban hipsters behind the counter. You
heard music YOu T c,.m ced on the soundsystem
and music you didn’t know but wanted to find out
more about and the place stayed open 24 hours.
For a while anyway, Java's may have been ahead of
the citizens at this time but we caught up

My first job, proper in-town one anyway, was the
Friday and Saturday 8- closing run in Java’s. | was
seventeen and green as a daffodil shoot in earl Iy
February. What a great job it was. Who looks
forward to working every weekend? | did at the
time, and with a crew of great people, Javas was
more than a job, it was a |.'='.u;|: Up to your eyeballs
dishes while the upstairs is rammed with
revellers freshly minted from a n ;-lml;.l and z
queue of 30 more outsl ide the door. Even the ‘]-xr"lk
|"I-'lkl.:"l.; like fun. it was a beautit ful kind of bedlam. |
worked through my leaving cert and then college

in lava's. All in all | floated in and out as a worker
for about six years. Coming back after a summer
away and always managing to get a night or two
behind the counter or in the kitchen. Cheers
Duncan! It's that kind of place, kind of hard to leave
really.
Java's established itself as a Limerick landmark.
Everyone found their way there eventually. The
hours may not have extended to 3am anymaore but
Java's was still an open house. For the musicians
who launched new albums upstairs, to the artists
whose latest exhibitions graced the walls, to the
n_.;.--15 on downtime from the office, the ladies
lunching on a light salad, the school kids getting
deep in the corner, tourists on tour and individuals
sitting solo with a decent book and a milky mocha
There is no Java's crowd or click, there's just
customers who appreciate a good coffee or Ceylon
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And a |"|_|ki;'.-‘,'|i',-' gifted line of staff who frothed
their milk owver '|||_ past 10 years. In remembrance
of good times past, great staff, and lively lovely
customers, Duncan and his crew have come
together and pooled their creative offerings to cut
"The Soundtrack” of lava’s. This worthy memento
features Amoured Bear, who did his two year stint
before returning to his nabive Cork to recover,
stalwarth regular Ger Lane and his band Veneer,
quiet girl Cara Newman, who's vocal stylings were
a secret during her four year tenure and a sweet
surprise for her co-workers and many more
including the '.'-.-'L!.‘I(I:_'I'I'.:| Benoit, Jack Sabuska, Ger
O Donnell, and poet in residence John Carmody
"Down in the River 1o Pr.i';.-‘ is a team effort of staff
and customers led by former manager Paul Quinn

This is no shoddy sentimental offering but a
quality c 1I|u*‘| m of new music written, recorded
and performed by workers or requlars in this
Limerick insitution. What a great last hurrah
‘lava’s — The Soundtrack” is simply put, a great
it's a living
loving thing This music will keep what was most
nrecious about Java's, it's spirit, alive long atter the
doors close.
Get your’s from lanuary 2gth in Empire Music,
Java's and all k:::u:d music stores. And make sure to
pop in and say so long. May the beat go on.




