woodstar
life sparks

Wi'ne a little bit of a late starter on this one, with the albem being in your shops for a
couple of weeks now, bul we knew we'd get round to reviewing it, and we'e glad we
did. The tes office bought a lechnics cd player a hitle while agn, and again we're glad
we did, because combine this record wilh the sound that the technvics experts can get
out of a bit of a metthe box, and you have 11 tacks that you wouldn't really expect 1o
come out of a feld in Mungrel!

This 15 one of the mast pofished and lovingly produced albums that has anved on the
e desk Tod quile a while. Many compansans have been made when 1alking about
Woodslar's particular brand of guitar driven mwsic, and we'll make moie. There i the
obwigus companison with Mercury Bey, which has been rmade ima vy Tt bul 15 due
solely to the fact the Fin chambers sings in-a simalar falselto style 1o Mercury Peyv's
David Baker, and ihe song stiuciures are sometimes simiar It has 1o be said Thugh,
that to stop here is 1o make a lazy comparison, because Woodstar are reminiscent of
many other acts pushing the boundaries of what is generally known as rock music,
Bluring the lines between it and what is generally known as electronic music, and wsing
al souts of effects to achieve the sound they want. There is plenty here to remind you
of the best of Beck, Radiohead, The Pixies, Blur in their more creative and adventurous
maoments, and even The Beatles when they were making ground breaking music, al
forward thinking and impotant bands in their own time and space, The band Woodsta
rermand me of most, however, 15 the Belgian genars, JELS, a band who employed sim
ilar techniques in layering sounds, merqging strings and computers, changing time st
tures, using voice as instrument rather than director, and many other touches which
raise their records above verse-chorus-verse-chaous releases.

Having said all that though, these compadisons are exactley that, compansons, and
wihile maswy of the aspects of this record are recognisable and admirable, Woodstar su
ceed in creating their own sound and doing things their awn way, From the opener
Sorry Skin’, which sets the tone with a full, layered yel simple sound, creating an
almost diawn oul and lazy feel (but in @ good way!), to the single ‘Dumb Punk Song’,
wineth is a strasght up rock sondg, softened and slowed by Fin's vocals, through 1o clos-
ing rack ‘The Sky’, which has a country edge to il, complete with slhding quita and
jaunty tiffs, Woodstas provide the anecdote to the guality music of people like The
White Stripes, The Strokes, The Hives and so many others which has come back info
the spatlight in recent years. While these acts revive the music and the attitude of the
punk scene and the revolution of the 70% music scene in Mew York, their sometimes
frantic efforts are answered by the maodre measured and perfectly arranged effoas of
woodstar, without loosing any of the quality, energy or reality that these bands bang
10 modedn music

It is refreshing and encouraging lo see a release of this quality coming out of a room
50 close o our city, and all the belter that it can be produced independently, Woodstas
are what The Thrills swould love o be if they had the know bow, and the attention that
they are currently receiving would swiely be better placed on this bunch of local lads
Lite sparks when Woodlar provide the soundirack, do yoursell a favour and get your
sell @ copy
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advertise

in the

“limerick event guide

phone | 086-8355354
e-mail | adds@eightball.ie

death in vegas
SCOrPIo rising

Compiised of 0 Richard Fearless, formerhy of fob Club and Moral Pamic, and produs
e Sleve Hellier, Death i Vegas cormbines regaae, hip-hop and rock 1o create o unigue
dance sound. Alter fotming the group in 1994, Fearless and Hellier worked on their
lisst albwm for several years before releasing Dead Elvis on Concrete Records in early
1997, The slbum spawned the UE, dance single "Opiem Shuflle’ Bl remains an
imppt-only ilem in the U5

Death i Weqgas aie now regarded as two Bailish-club-odltere alumni who, msch
Ik Primnal Scream, continue 10 creale heavy grooves infleenced by kiaut nock, Sixties
suul weend folk and Beawy dub. Scorpio Rising is an ambitioss oMo whete acid-dam
aged instrumentals exist alorvgsade songs sung by superstar quests. The fantasty tile
track 15 a tull-on rockes, with Liam Gallagher of Dasis braying at his Lennonesque best
Mazry Star's Mope Sandoval coos thiough both the mandolin-dappled “Killing Smile
afid the blssed-oul "Help Yoursell™, The only Dlunder is & Paul Weller-sung skeg
through the Gene Clark Classic ™50 You Say You Lost Your Baby®, 1t all adds up to an
alburn that's transcendent in lits and starts, but undermined by one too many cebebs
in the vocal booth

eSSI0N

Various
ruby sessions

There's a whole new breed of eager young singer-songwiitéss bubbling under the
surface in beland at the moment, and this album features a bunch of them show-
casing thew (alents. The name 'Ruby Sessions’ is 1aken from an acoustic néght in
Dutslin which was omgenally w21 up a5 an outlet for independent aitists in ireland. To
matk the Ruby Sessions fourth binthday this year, they have dedded to go one bet-
tex with the release of this limited edstion album featuring studio recordings from a
clleckion o artists who have plaved over the past twelve months

The albem itsell is 3 misture of styles from three chods and the trsth 1o electo
pope opening with a simple, guitar deiven melody (Alter the Fall) from Bray's Fionn
wegan and then takes a musical i with leftfield band Babelfish and Sometimes
Babellish are one of two biggish names on the album, the ather one being Mina
Hynes, They are poined by lesser known names such as Margaset Healy, Declan
O'Rourke and Neosupervital plying their wanes and hoging 1o reach a wider audience

Ireally wanted lo fike this album, was hoping it would be a little gem but | was
disappointed, some of the artists (Babelfish, Mina Hynes, Meosupervital) | was
already a fan of but the tracks they have on the albem are abready on other recod
ings and, masch as 1 like them, | would rather have heard samething nevwe Although,
in Eaimness, il they are trying 1o reach a new awdience mane than just pander 1o thei
lans Ahen yes, they are better off using what would be consadered their stronge:
malenial, Out of the 12 artists featwed, 7 of them were relatively new to me and |
was exciled o heal some new music and apedubly discoved a |_|;||||:I.=' Gl Imusicrans
lecwm wieem '] wand to hear mare Bt it wasn't o be, othes than those frarm Flann
jan and Susan Enan the songs are meandenng and lifeless and maybe not the
best representation of the music that these acts are capable of and the talent that s
oul there on the singer songwriter scene. in neland. On the F

Pl sige 117 greal fo see
an altem like this being produced independent of maped Iabels the. product of pure
tove of music, i may e a bit hit and miss but i 55 ancintrigueing idea, and one that
fhe Buby Session peggde should pursue further

Four of the leatured artists will be louring the album arcend ihe country, Eheck oul
Wby ssions com [od further details. Oh, and all proceeds of the album will go

b the Bulilin Simon Community
anne o'donovan



