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dara o'briain @ dot.comedy | the warehouse | April 23

The Dot.Comedy crew have kept busy trough April. Recently they brought
Dara O'Brian to the Treaty Cily. He is well known for his appearances as a
team captain on former Metwork 2 cult hit ‘Don’t Feed the Gondolas’. He
nas now progressed to hosting his own show on BBEC 2 on Saturday nights,
Live Floor Show" featuring the best in Comedy and Music all MC'd by the
man himself. He is obviously going places so if you want to know how he
ot on fus Limenck slopover, read ant!

A full house packed into their seats in Dolan's and wailed for the appear
ance of the man himself, Before the main act we were treated to local
man karl Spain, the regular compere at The Dot Comedy Club, he got the
crowd nicely warmed up and doled out the usual abuse to random pun-
lers in the crowd. Before the interval he also treated us to a glimpse of his
alter ego “Fitzy” who has previously been seen on our television screens
on future dot.Comedy quest, Colin Murphy’s Xit File. All the Limerick gags
wenl down a treat with the audience who seemed well able to laugh at
themselves and Limerick in general

After a short interval Dara O Briain hil the stage and from moment one
he had the crowd well under control. He bombs through story after story
al an unbelievable pace each one as funny as the next. He did let us know
that the last time he had played in Dolan's was three years ago the day
that Munster had lost to Northampton in the Heineken Cup Final so not
only were there shag all people there, not only were those that were
there inebriated, but nobody was in a mood to laugh so all in all it was an
experience that he would rather forget! By the end of the gig he said that
he felt fully exorcised thal the memaory of the previous gig was gone and
that he now had a new memary of a Limerick comedy audience and that
it was a good one!!

The materal covered included everything from the Military burial of his
grandmother 1o his experience with a prostitute in Australia last year. My
particular favorite was the bit about the mobile phone on the London
underground, where you programme the phone to ring deep underground
answer it pretend to have a conversation, whilst everybody around has no
receplion, in the conversation point out that everyone in Ireland has
phanes as good as these and really piss off all those English people with-
out receplion sitting around you. Always a good thing pissing English peo-
ple offf and the crowd, judging by the cheers, seemed Lo agree

Talking te him afterwards, s commented on the nature of his material
how he very much takes the story teller approach. He swears that most of
his stories are true stories with a small bit of embellishment for comic
ellect. He also suggested that he is not necessarily the funniest person in
the world, but that funny things always happen to him and produce a
wealth of matenal for him to keep audiences entertained. We reckon that
this is a bit on the modest side. Whilst his material is greal and they real-
Iy are qreal stories, his delivery is just as good. He's a whirlwind on slage,
the pace of his show is unrelenting and his interaction with the audience
I5 also razor sharp, all the hall marks of a great comedian

An example of what he meant by funny things happening to him was
llustrated on the night in question. About seven years ago he used host a
show called kids TV called Echo Island on Network 2. One aspect of that
was they used to occasionally run a competition where Dara would take
two kids on a Wrip to London, kind of a date for want of a better word.
Anyway the gist was that Dara would take the winner and their friend
away to London where they would stay in a hotel, take in

a show, do some sight seeing - all very innocent but
as he pointed out if you were (o do that in today's
climate it would all be much maore sinister. A 24
year old maie taking a 12 year old & 13 year ald

girl away for the weekend with TV cam-

eras, this country has changed a lot. The z—ﬂ.
reason he brought up the story was L o
that the two gitls in question had

lurned up at the gig; they were from
Limerick and were now in college in
mary L Small workd!

As with all comedy gigs its impossible
to re-caplure the feel of the gig in a
review, It really is in the way they tell
them. The encore he got was a defi-
nite sign of how much the Limerick
audience enjoyed the show He gets
lhe k6 seal of approval, if you get the
chance to see Dara O Briain then grab it
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woodstar | the warehouse | April 26
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tound mysell enliced into a smoky,
dimly lit Dolan’s Warehouse to witness some fine offerings
Indeed. | could sense immediately that each and every mem-
ber of the hunary crowd was there for a commaon reason, the
love of a good gig,
For starters, there was Anne Scotl’s gentle, well received set
and The Pennywhores fool 1o the floor mayhem, complete
wilh hymn sheets! With our appetites sufficiently whetted,
Woaodstar took to the stage for their first limerick show since
the launching of their new independently released album,
ite sparks, to produce what can only be described as their
best qgig so far.
A hush of expectation fell over the crowd which was quickly
broken with the adrenalin of “Amphetamine Lights’. They
gased into Through Our Lives” and then displayed their more
lender abilities with ‘Life Sparks’ These Scars’. “Time To
Bleed followed, acting as a pace maker 1o regulate the audi
ence before being brought up a gear into ‘Blunt’ and lead
into & lotal frenzy with “Svicide Way' which saw the lads al
full throttle with Alan taking Fin's guitar and Fin assuredly
focking the mic
The next few minutes saw a familiar latex clad face, peeping
coyly around cormers and band members. Which led 10 the
climax of the gig as Bob McGlynn {as seen dancing in the
video for "Dumb Punk Song’) fully appeared and graced the
stage with his funny peculiar presence, as he worked his
bendy charms and bendy booty to ‘Dumb Punk Song’
Woodslar followed the highly enjoyable spectacle with their
excellent single “Sorry Skin” and they rounded off their mas-
terful set with "The Sky’. The crowd of course, being Woodstar
followers, were very impressed with what they had seen, bul
none the less roared and clapped until the lads had no choice
but to come back and fully satisfy us with dessert
By the time they returned to play ‘Blue 5;a|nr=r_|'_ there was a
feeling in the air that they could have played for the night
Bul alas, it was lime to go, so the crowd polished otf the final
fune, ‘Cant Let Go’, and went home nourished.
It was clear from start to finish that the lads themselves were
completely comifortable on the stage, extremely contented
with not only their clean efficient togetherness and full bod-
ied sound, bul also with the reception from the adoring
crowd. The atmosphere was infectious and delicious and one
o be remembered
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