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ENTERTAINMENT

'ENTERTAINMENT IN BRIEF
International Women's Day

THE LIMERICK Federation of the ICA are marking International
Women's Day in the Hunt Museum's restaurant at 4pm on

Tuesday, March 8.
The social gathering will be addressed by Dr Christine Cross,

of the Kemmy Business School, University of Limerick.

Maura Walsh, vice-president of the Limerick Federation, said Dr
Cross has vast experience in the area of women'’s role in the
workplace and “approaches her topic with wit and wisdom”.
“Why not come along and join us on this enjoyable occasion.

Bring your friends, mothers, daughters, nieces, grannies, |

anyone in fact who would like to mark this important day in the
calendar,” said Ms Walsh, who stresses that it is not confined to
ICA members and all are welcome to attend.

McNicholl's big Greenhills date

One of the top attractions on the dancing ecircuit, John
McNicholl and his super band will kick off a great run of dancing
at the Greenhills Hotel on Thursday next, March 10.

That will be followed by an appearance from Jimmy Buckley
on Saint Patrick’s Night (Thursday, March 17) and an Easter spe-
cial with Declan Nerney on Thursday, March 24 when PJ Mur-
rihy will be a special guest.

John McNicholl started out life in Foreglen, a small village in
county Derry, and is one of fifteen children. There was always
music on the go in the house and John's talent began to emerge
at an early age. He took part in school musicals and was offered
lead roles in a number of productions.

He worked as a chef for a period for a number of years on
leaving school but now John has cooked up an entirely different
menu with a very successful career on the country and Irish dan-
cing scene.

His many fans will surely be out in force at the Greenbhills on
Thursday night next.

Country stars for 0B's Kilross

OB'Ss Kilross will play host this Saturday night to Davitt Country

Band. Dancing begins from 1opm. And on Sunday OB's |
welcomes the return of the very popular Muriel O Connor and |

Fran Curry.
Also coming on St Patrick’s Night is Michael English.

Tim's poetry collection launch

LIMERICK poet Tim Cunningham will launch his latest
collection of poetry this Sunday.

The poet, who grew up in John’s Square and Ballynanty and ¢

now lives in Essex, will launch his sixth collection of poetry
- Lyrics to the Nightingale's Song - in Shannon Rowing Club this
Sunday at 3pm.

See www.timcunninghampoetry.co.uk for more.

Folk Science album launch

LIMERICK musician Kevin Walsh will launch his debut album
Folk Science in the Stormy Teacup this Saturday at 9.30pm.

The instrumental/electronic album was recorded with
various Limerick-based musicians from varying musical back-
grounds including Robbie Costelloe, Peter Mullins, Richie Mc-

Cormack and Moley O'Suilleabhain.
Folk Science took 18 months to record and mix and was
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BARRY Murphy of Hermitage
Green is laughing uncontrollably
at a story he has just told. “There

was  just carnage,” he
remembers, and breaks into a fit
of laughter again.

Barry and his brother Dan
who, along with Darragh Griffin,
Darragh Graham and Dermot
Sheedy make up the Limerick
band, are sitting in front of the
Limerick Leader and discussing
the “dynamic” between the
group, who have been together
since 2010.

They operate a sort of com-
mittee system, with no one
person as a leader, you see,
which is fine in theory for demo-
cracy, but can perhaps allow
things to get stalled, often per-
petually in conversation and
is difficult when it comes to the
job of writing songs and deciding
which should in turn make it
onto an album.

While the committee system
has worked in the past for them,
it was the addition of producer
Phillip Magee -suggested by
their label Sony Ireland and who
has worked with Kodaline, The
Seript and others - that focused
the mind and helped the record
to get made.

After some persuasion, Barry
and Dan will aceept the sugges-
tion that 2015 was a key year for
the band, a turning point. Signed
by Sony, they figured out the
path they wanted to head down,
working more collectively as a
cohesive unit as a result. But be-
fore. reaching that point, the
band found themselves en-
listing the help of a psychologist
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Hermitage Green: Darragh Griffin, Dermot Sheedy, Dan Murphy, Darragh Graham and Barry Murphy, release
debut studio album Save Your Soul this Friday

to analyse their behaviour and
help them decipher the dynamic
between them. Hence the
“carnage” comment.

“There were some really nice,
collaborative times, which is def-
initely something that we have
done more in the last 18 months,”
reflects Dan.

“] suppose as a group yeah,
that's a good point. Definitely
that is the most rewarding thing
for me, to be able to go into a
room and just sit there with
nothing on the board and then
someone plays something and
someone comes out with
something that is eternalised,
says Barry. “When Darragh first
came out with ‘Jenny got lost in
the city’, it was like f*cking hell,
hairs on the back of your neck,
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New UL academy chair

amazing, that is what [ want and
what we all love - and we all just
got a buzz and those are the
things that you remember.”

“Also, it is hard as well, I am
going to be Johnny Negative here;
it is writing. by committee, which
is tough, and there is no leader,
so everything goes to a vote, And
when we are discussing
something, it is creative, it is art,
it is subjective, there is no right
and wrong - and when it works, it
is class, but it can be tough,” says
Dan.

And so, the psychologist.

“We got him to just look at us
as a group and how we get that
blend and work together - the dy-
namie is unbelievable. He came
in and did a personality test on

murder mystery thing to solve.
There was just carnage,five
chimps going around,” laughs
Barry.

“But it was funny how it all re-
lated back to our personality
types,” says Dan. “It was great, he
sat us down and showed us how
this happens and how we need to
be more understanding of each
other and give each other more
time - that was brilliant.”

Magee was the glue that bound
them together in studio, that al-
lowed them to create Save Your
Soul, a 13 track album that will
defy many people’s expectations
of a seemingly folk driven band.
First off, there are pianos, epic
sounding choruses and stadium
anthems, a fact propelled by the

all of us and then gave usatask,a , fivevery distinet personalitiesin
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the group and the diverse range
of influences located among
them.

A&R man Barry O'Donoghue
was key in helping them to find
that road, wooing them over a
number of years. When it came
down to it, Dan says, the band
were ready to “cash in the chips”
and work with Sony,
O’Donoghue and Magee.

“Phil has been amazing, really
good. 1 spoke to him on the
phone back in June before we
went into the studio and we were
kind of sizing each other up;
within two minutes he just had
me - the banter was rolling at
me,” says Dan.

“It is quite important to have
that dynamie, and that is totally
his vibe then in the studio. There
is a classic sort of a cliche with
producers as being the kind of
headmaster, which can work and
some bands need there where
you need somebody to be the
boss-and he isnot like that. He s
young and he is a lad - he set the
tone every day when we could go

-in, he would have the kettle going
and you would just chat and look
at You Tube videos of cats for the
first 20 minutes,” he laughs.

Of the album, the band are
proud of it, ready to share it and
yet, Dan admits:“] suppose
nervous, there is a little bit of
pressure - you put all this work
into something and then you put
it out there. I said to the lads last
week that it is the job evaluation
of a lifetime, it is the Irish publie
that get to decide whether we are
good or not, which is exciting.”

Save Your Soul is out this
Friday. Hermitage Green play in
store in HMV in the Crescent
this Saturday at 4pm and in the
Big Top on May 1.

Bringing silver screen to
~ life at Dance Limerick



