raged by the Arts Council the

impuise - for  this dramatic
decentralisation has come
from the grassroots. Limerick
in particular has given a lead
with the success of its Exhi-
bition of Visual Art (EVA),
‘which has rapidly established
itself as Ireland’s
annual showcase for new art.
With the breakthrough of
EVA and the enlightened
approach of both Limerick
City Galle under Paul
O'Reilly and the Belitable
Arts Centre, founded in 198]
by Brid Dukes and now run
by Emer McNamara, in
bringing contemporary art to
Limerick and providing an
outlet for artists emerging
from Limerick School of Art,
the city now has now devel-
~oped a market for contem-
porary art which three yea

ago ] :

Riverrun ' Gallery . (which
proved so successful that it
~opened a Dublin gallery car-

Ireland by working . with
Limerick Corporation to
recycle many of the city’s

major.

Manager Jack Higgins and
Senior Executive Architect
Jim Barrett have proved par-
ticularly sensitive to this art-
istic dimension and have
encouraged the policy of allo-
caling one per cent of all new
‘building - developments  to

ublic art. Attendances at

imerick public library have
jumped over 30 per cent fol-
lowing its move to a con-
verted old mill known as The
‘Granary. Limerick’s new pro-
fessional theatre company has
been given a base in the
restored St Munchin’s
Church. 10 plus All Sorts gal-

i
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event and help integrate all
the cily arts aclivitics. She is
now busy drawing up a five-

year cultural agreement and.

putting together an arts pro-
gramme for Limerick’s cel-
ebration of the tercentenary
of the Treaty in 1991. With
rock bands proliferating
through the aty, the old
Theatre Royal has been reo-
pened by Seamus Flynn for

live gigs and a the 24-track’

Xerich recording studio is
increasimgly in demand for
demmo tapes. So much so
that Deegan is organising a
one-day rock seminar early
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Batman, Belllable Sunday
night film club and the new
Limerick University’s film
club ensure that more serious
movies like Pagdad Cafe and

Distant Voices, Still Lives find .

an audience too. The strong
involvement of city educatio-
nal institutions in the upsurge
in the arts is highlighted by
the fact that Limerick Uni-
versity has its own arts officer
(John Hargaden), that the
new multi-denominational
school was launched with a
massive mural, that at a time
when dance is in the doldrums
in Ireland Thomond College
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very delicately balanced.
“The Arts Council will have
to take account of the fact
that the more that happens,
the more it will have to invest.
Things are happening in the
regions that weren’t even con-
ceived before. Bul the Arts
Council is just putting down
droppings. They put funds
into one place, then they go
on to the next. They don’t
seem to realise that what they
have left behind is the need
to do more, the need to
expand.” She feels very
strongly that the Council’s
investment in regionalisation

£20,U0U budget. “Butl what we:
really needed was £150,000.”
She's managed to get an addi-
tional £36,000 sponsorship
this”™ year from Shannon
Development. “But we've no
idea whether we'll get that
again next year. You can't
plan ahead on that basis.”

She’s also worried by what
seems to be a policy of encou-
raging greater specialisation
in the arts. “The whole idea
of Belltable is not to be just
a theatre or just a gallery but
to have all the arts together.
zlf}nfthing else can lead to eli-
1sm."” -

ed to the launch of

Hitting A True Note

UST as American and
English plays can’t be
brought into Dublin with-
out the say-so of West End
theatre

included in their British rights,

British. agents have long

assumed a similar monopoly

over top concerts coming fo’

play in Ireland.

, ! ery ear- re impressarios who
i lier this year). Limenck Civic: claim that Irish rights are -
Trust, established in 1983, has
set an éxample to the rest of .

- Restavtant De fo Fotaine”
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Your hosts Alain & .
Gerardine Bras-White are
delighted to announce the
completion of their new Wine

: Bar.

~ freland.

T his concept is already .
very successful in London
and Paris . .. but unigue in

The Wine-Bar will offer
for the busy executive or
~ shopper, a less conventional

_But Limerick Music Asso-
ciation’s John Ruddock won't

. have any of it. “Ireland is not

' part of the UK,” says the for-
mer Villiers School headmas-

I can't Bbring in x, v or z
musician = without their

over Ireland.” -

Since the 1970s he’s made

- a practice whenever he can to
bring performers direct from
the continent without paying
British agents. “I’ve fought

“usually getting my way.” His
defiance has enabled not just
Limerick but Irish audiences
generally to enjoy top world
musicians they wouldn’t other-
wise haye been able to hear.
“Often it mighin’t be worth
someone’s time coming for one
concert, so we've organised
concert other concerts in Dub-
lin as well.” -

Since Limerick Music Asso-
ciation was launched in 1967,

ter. “Why should they tell me’

per-".
mission. They've no control -

this single-handed,” he says,

lunch, e.g. Salmon, Oysters
or Hot meal of the day. For
Aperitifs, we can offer an
excellent choice of wines, by
the Glass, from many of the
great wine districts of
France.

Also, for the Theatre-
goer, we will remain open for
a night-cap and choice of
superb desserts.

Hapfng fo see }‘ﬂk’i
Soon

Alain.

Mr. Pickwick's Restaurant,
Coffee Dock
Shannon Town Centre

_Aﬁk
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__Open Mon-Sat at 9 am
“Why not start your morning
off with our wholesome "Full
Irish Breakfast’ at only

At Lunchtime we offer a
wide & varied menu with
prices starting at only
£2.50
Five course Sunday lunch—
-£5.95 Incl.

Qur Evening five course Din-
ner Menu starts at only
£10.00 incl.

A La Carte Menu 1fn::rrrl

- £2.95
We offer a very extensive
range of “National &
International Dishes”™ at
prices you can afford
Fully air conditioned
For reservations call:
Tony, Carmel, Teresa
061-364290
Proprietors:
Tony Mulcahy, chef
Carmel Mulcahy

£1.99° “

it’s presented over 450 con-
certs. “Chamber music was at
a dead end in Limerick. You
had to drive to Dublin if you

wanted to hear a concert. So
when Limerick ' Gramophone
" Society turned down a chance

to book  the Berlin Philhar-
monic.
money myself rather than have
Limerick miss out on a chance
to hear them. We've never
looked back.”

Ruddock was the first to
bring the then little-known-

James Galway to Dublin for

a concert in 1972, When he

first put pianist Barry Douglas
on at the National Concert

Hall “we couldn’t give the tick- -

‘ets away.”™ Other notable first
include Kyung Whe Chung,
Hakan Hagegard, Torleif
Thedeev and Andras Schiff,
His current season includes the

Panocha Siring Quartet with
clarinetist Michael Collins, -

who have just packed 400 into
an afternoon recital at Wex-
ford Opera Festival, the Bul-
garian pianist Mincho
Minchev who plays at the RDS
tomorrow following
night’s concert in Limerick,
the 19-strong Franz Liszt
Chamber Orchestra from
Budapest which gave concerts
at Limerick’s St Mary’s
Cathedral and the Royal Hos-
pital Kilmainham last week,
and the young Polish pianist
Krzystol Jablonski, runner-up
to Philippe Cassard in the
GPA, who plays in Limerick
tomorrow. Still to come are
the American Alexander
String Quartet, the Salzburg
Piano Trio and the East Ger--
man Vogler String Quartet.
“Although we’ve put on con-

certs by greats like Isaac Stern
and Vladimir Ashkenaszy, I
don’t like the adulation of cel-
ebrities,” says Ruddock. “Our

-idea really is to get people
“interested in chamber music.

The sad thing is that too many
people are only ir‘erested in
celebrity performei:. They
don’t realise what weanderful
concerts they miss’ by not

coming to lesser-known art-

ists.”

uartet, I put up the

last B

LIMERICK

The Mid-West Computer
and Business Equipment
Exhibition

NEW OPPORTUMNITIES
FOR GREATER EFFICIENCY
IN EVERY BUSINESS

EDL Exhibdtons Lid Tel 07-801673




