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' THE death of
~interationally
.acclaimed tenor .
* Frank Patterson
| came as.ashock to
‘many of his
admirers in
- Limerick and
“throughout the
Cocountry:ios
- The Clonmel-born
“ singer performed in’
Limerick on several
 peeasions, notably in the
: .LTL concert hall, where
with his wife, Eily, on
piano and and son,
anan, on violin, they
delighted lﬂfg’e

@ audiences.’

‘Frank s,ang here first
when as a-very young
man in the1960s he
visited Athlunkard Boat
- Club with the visiting
Hillview Tennis Club

- from Clonmel.
After a series of table

= tennis matches, a social

. evenin fc:llﬂwed at
which the young tenor
sang to much acclaim.

] ile his voice,

artimﬂarly in the early
years, did not appeal to

some amateur critics in

~Limerick, his recordings

'. of the old traﬂitmnal

" hymns with choir and

il orchestra, proved highly -

gnpular and_ there are -
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- occupants from that ulti

‘rtraditional hymn -smgin%

~eradonothavea capy 0

s Prar

Nt nuseh
Amarmn partica.ﬂarl
ompositor in the
rjnin wurks m
'lunme .;':'-!‘" ey

' 'he said.

And it was a 5t MB.I‘}'
pansh man who helped
instill confidence into the
emerging young star and
help him on the road to a

1tter1ng career. He was

‘r Cyril O'Mahony, OFM,,
a memhur of a talented

“musical family from
- Bishop Street, who was
‘hased in Clonmel when

Patterson started out on
his career. :

The late Fr Cyril was
ordained in Rome in 1928
in the presence of his
father Jim, and great
friend James
O'Shaughnessy of
Athlunkard Street.Their
trip had been financed by
the Archeconfraternity at
Mount St ﬂlgmnsus

After a stint in Ennis,
where he helped found a
musical society there, Fr
C ril came to Clonmel

ere became friendly
Wlth young Patterson at
sessions of the Clonmel
Gramophone Society and
heard of the youn ster S
s ambitions of making
singing a career,

Patterson had alsu

ni@t a better menior as Fr

‘Cyril had a life-long keen
“interest in drama and -

roper speech: technique
EJ ar thp;%tmary 'sman, .

"&1% young singer came on

sand. l::f:-undsl
régarding proper -
breathing technique. an

imiportant. r&quimte fﬂr

smgers and actors.-: T
‘Encouraged by the

i rasu,lts Patterson want tﬁ

& L tﬁ'ﬂh%g%l ﬁ £|Iﬂ 4
; Iyrm Hdliand Where
o b ench:soprano,. . .
;. ;J&ﬂﬂl& Michaé, heard
,hlm and offered him' fﬂur
' ari'ﬂﬂ'Eefmtiunm
8 ':-
- In 1974 RTE gave the
young singer his own
television series, For.
o Vil ks L . b R LR | | Your Pleasure; the restls
z-'m-ﬂ?*«'; ‘.*"Q'r;','-.'ﬂ VEE T e Sl il R S e . i s history.’
E}f AR _:“-_ e R e T . Despite h1q wnrld
“» 3 s ‘acclaimed fame, Ag
Patterson never fﬂrgﬂt :
his mentor from St -+
Mary's, mentioning that.
“he'was ‘grateful for the '
help, enthusiasm and .
encouragement that .
launched himona
-glittering career that
‘sadly hascome toa .
sudden end. ;
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