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| By IOAN GEARY

MY earliest. memories of
The “!Cecilian "Musical
405 and' 1 recall that my
tomime,” “The King of
Cgi:%dyland” at Christmas
1947, ;

us as "Star Wars" is to the
derfrgéneration. =

immense and the wonder
to our:young minds was
enchanting. /e =

g "I,{Et i eﬁtﬁ'- | iy ..'[:En_
recal ﬂl?mng_)tg%nfa-&;hﬂsé‘f
| ;Who played af-fhat partic< -

recall the:

‘ular timE‘;-'.L.ﬁe_d-D.Dﬁnun
van-Reld: “a " wonderful

own ‘magnificent- tenor

English- of  Rugby fame,
~Liam- . Benson, ~ Paddy
Glynn, Ger
‘Rpse Ha .
become husband and wife

‘own right in later years,
The Society at the time

friends ps
tunity ‘to, try, one’s talént
either vcmalﬁf or dramati-
caﬂyr FE : : s

It was in effect a family

have to state ‘that at'one
stage in the early ' 50s,
there were three membe

‘one inthe orchestra.
..-They were of course the
Geary - family" '_t'r.c_mé{ ‘the
South Circular ‘Road:and
-one of .them, -}?guld;- Was

to become my husband.;
In 1955, my friend Anne

| Larkin and I presented

ourselves at the Crescent
for audition.. Fr dMecMa-
number and

| we were
admitted,

ner, Nuala Ryan, Olive Kennedy,
'| Waterman, Claire Nestor,

Anna’ Nestor,

Healy, Verette Geary,

R

' New Moon? ‘and-it's:leads
" were Noel'Harris

Society go back to the late -
first Show was the pan- -

The stars of the Shows_
at.the time were tn'all‘?;f B
ka
The:' excitement ** was"

“Phila Collins,as the ]
“and indeed,” on the
z5ubsequent occasionsthat

-soprano and-TLimerick's -

“playing

Penny,-." also- .
Josephine -'* 0’Mahony,
Anthony . Riardan,

Eamonn - Martin, Mick th
O'Dowd and
an _--later to -
and of .course, Michael:

Q’Doherty - who was_to
{'become a producer in his-

was a great focal point for
meetmg ~-and - making *
1ps and an oppor-

ﬁathering and I would -

r's .

.of one family on stage and ¢ excelling himself -in "0l . f

- with

hon ran us through the .

Anne Hockett, _
Dorothy Franklin,

'
Feariig. I

- r"'l.n'!." ¥
P ] X
8 B S ekl '

glinyay ¢
bR Y 2
d ..'__ ‘_ll'jrll-
.
. a7y

The Show was “The

i

! : _ an'd:Eady
Condron.’, It also-Had Pad-
dy Portley and:Josephine
O'Mahony.:with} " Gerry
O'Dowd and I obby Eades.
- 1t was a wonderful expe-
Tlence and to.this day ' the

=t

the society reprised “iThe
Belle™ in 1965 and’ 1876,
‘Phila was also'involved
two: different
parts, .« . e g P

favourite for. us S Girls of
the. Chorus" 'who rat that
‘time-. > included . Ursula.
-O’'Connor,- Elorence  Gar-
diner, . ‘Anne - Larkin,
Verette .. Geary, Marion
Condon;~ Rita ~ O!Shea,
Mary -Geary :and ‘many
others..” " ... '

= “The Bowry Boys" were
Jim‘u.Kﬂl;l::ﬁ-an John
Raleigh, - “The Belle” was
really a.fun Show to. bein

- and iwe " all" had “tremen-
dous 'emo;ment from'it. - -
The.

! roduction of
“Showboat” - ‘in" 1958
recalls “The Cotton Blos.
som” .and :songs like
“Make Believe” from two
wonderful léads, Tom

D'Arcy and Phila Collins -

Michael "' " Yelverton

Man River” and a beauti-

+ ful rendition of “Fish Got-

ta Swim" from Mary Han-

fnon. CsS :
i, This was. to be my first

opportunity to' play a lead

, and I found myself pajred, ,
¥ in ,-E’GEDEJ‘IGI' as
' the comic pair “Ellie" and -

“Frank" ke

These indeed were won-

. derful times and “Show-
- boat”, which was original:

f The Whﬂa Ir-ilt;rsur

Kay Hanrahan,
Joan' Geary,
Mona McMahon,
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ty. was a focal

ting people

ly to run for one week was
extended -for three addi-
tional days due to popular
demand,’ ; ' :

It was now. coming to

:the time when Gould and I

were about to ‘marry and

50 1-took a-rest from the

Cecilians for 8 number of

A feature at that time
were the after show con-
certs . given Ireland’s
renowned pianist, Charles
Lynch;who %.lﬁyed’fur the
duration of the show:

The orchestra - was

‘under the baton of Cap-
‘tain Denis Mellerick and

: the hearts of all the' men - 'wi
eads

“The Belle" was a great

- Emma Leach as “Julie”,
- at this stage that Claude ‘friendships -

- 80 the famil:,r.cpnnec;tin_na.

“involved in't

g B Ak 'i 1.4 5
Inn: Pat Qunneen,

melodies, oft+Romberg years but came back in  he combined the activities
‘remain in my mind,:Won- 1967 to a revival of .*“The onstageand inthepitina
“derful’ SONgs’r sucheas ... New ... Moon"... to .. éilgr .qundgrﬂ_ﬂ,-mneﬂ. e
.. Lover. Come.: Bedis arfiCletlide” dppositev@ean LT have 'alleady stated
Bkl Kiss"ieehd | Prendérgast:: i ! “-:'::. 1% bhathat friendshiﬁs* '-have
T TR T gl The leads in this:show - been made in this society
*Bacleo ‘wére * a'lovely soprano “sandth havébeémlasting
"The Socigtygits «from Bunratty Castle who -andindeed, inithe icourse
1956 gave ug’The'Belle hailed from Dungannon, - of "My Fair Lady" '‘Gould
of - New York’ and agdin  Una Kelly; who captured ._"anq_;l_-"_ rmed stmnﬁ links
we had Noel' Harrisand th

‘Aldan and:Noreen

with her lovely personali- Boucher; Frances and Joe
wo -ty and beauti ﬂngg‘:if ‘Donnellan, Maurice and
Ian&her leading man, Bil-- ﬂl:i:-:_ﬁe-D'Iée-&r:,nand Fr. Joe

y Leahy - - ¢ - -Brennam8.J, ~ -
They looked and sound- * Maurice O'Leary was a

ed the ideal leading man . wonderful tenor who died
and leading lady.. . .. tragicall atthggomg-ag&
This' show . saw. the ' of 32 and inde , It was a
arrival on a Cecilian stage . pleasure for-us to be pre-
of the multi talented . sent in Cork- within the
Claude Byrne who played 1ast fortight at the wed-
“Alexander” . ‘ opposite ding of Claire and Mau-
;s 'I"iE-*E s:daughter; Hilary
In. referring to " the
\ that . one
Eﬁrne’s_ daughter, Derb- forms in a soclety such as
hile Byrne is-the present ' The 'Cecilians, it merely
musical director of . The requires a gmu]{lof past
Cecilian Musical Society - or present Cecilians to
meet and . the reminis-
.+ . ‘cences begin and talks of
hted to be. the goods times,and the
- 1e 1968 pro-. happy times and all the
duction’ of "“My " Fair memories come flooding
Lady".. which saw  the . .back . ..L . ..
arrival of Joyce Bradfield' ~ ' My daughter Siobhan
to Limerick. . . ».. - Coonerty joined the Cecil-
- The ‘Show ran for twe ‘ians in the'70s and main.
weeks and received rave « tained. a_ Reddan/Geary
reviews. - Loob L pradivion with the society
What I remember most.. , Whilst no longer active-
from -this Show, : apart. ‘ly ‘involved, we 'maintain
rom the wonderful recep- «. our interests in.all the
Eﬂnﬂuéa:llt_he vera.at]::]}gtgl?f- activities - tgethmmings
yr 1yan.as " t-..and goings and the chang-
tle" and the-geritleness of - -"lngsi-'ggrsﬂnﬂnﬂas*'nf* what
Eileen Fitzmaurice as ' isa wonderful Society
“Mrs. Higgins”. It simply" remains for
'I‘l'na';1 lﬁa 3 for ]:tuhiﬂ were ;:ne to say that, }Ehe Cﬁecu-
ayed. by-Joe-Donne - ‘1an influences . haye been
and Mary 'D'E&ﬂﬂgﬁﬂlu@' " Imprinted on'many of us
.Cyril . Gallivan’s iside. + for alk'of oun Iives.,: |
kicks “were  ‘played” by  'I a:n'hal;:ﬁr,r'tn say that

It should be ‘mentioned-

continue, - .-
I was deli

Aldan Boucher and Mau- - they.are st entertaining
rice’ O’Leary- and 'T 'Was " an “Tulfilling' us "to “this
“Mrs, Pearce”. ..,
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- . flay Long may it last;

Mary Geary, Flo Gardiner, Ursula ©’Con-

Angela Dennehy, Terry Egleston, Helen Vaughan, Pam
Riana Hﬂhﬂgr,--'MﬂrI&n Cgﬂ_ﬂ&r:f lqg.fhﬁin,"ﬂmiﬂg Helland,
Rita- O'Shea, '
Eileen Donnellan,

Rosemary Crodgh, Mary A

. olloy,: Celene
Anne Hassett and Marie. Cunneen, - il
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