Reynolds tolking to Jeanette McDonnell, presi
t, Chamber of Commaorece, at the opening.
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£15Sm concert
hall opens on
the right note

A LIMERICK com-
poser got the couniry's
new purpose-buill
concert hall off on the
right note when the
National Symphony
Orchestra, under the
baton of Colman
Pearce, premiered his
work, River of Par-
adise, at the weekend.

The work by Tem:
pleglanting’s John Buck-
ley, marked the opening
of the £15m Foundation
Building at the Universi-
ty of Limenck.

The 133,000 sqguare ool
burlding, with 1 H] El1aML airi-
um, was opened by the
Taoisench, Mr Keynolds,
and the new LS ambas
sador, Jean Kennedy Smith.

Mrs Kennedy Smith was
nol alone when it came (o
LIS representation at the
launch - three former US
envoys, Margaret Heckler,
Richard Moore and Hobert
Kane were among the many
dignitaries from business,
gducation, peliiics and the
arls who attended the gala
EwEnt

And the US involvement
i the £15m Foundation
Butlding was evidenced
with the antendance of such
leading Amencan business-
men a5 Frank Doyle, semor
vice-president of General
Eleciric. Mr Dovle 15 also
chairman of the Universily
of Limerick Foundation Ing
which raised £10m lowards
the cost of the new building
through the American cor-

porale seclor, The rest of

the cash game from privale
inveslors in partnership
with the State.

The Foundation Building
can hold the full national
Symphony Orchestra and

Mr Reynolds with Dr Walsh and Pat a

can seal 1,000 people. By
day il divides into two lec-
ture theatres, as well as
offering stuedent and post-
graduate rescarch areas,
along with housing the
Mational Portrait Gallery,
the [rish Watercolour Soci-
ety Collection and the Hunt
Muscum. The muscum will
he housed in the old Cus
oins Hesose i the city [rom
XL Year

Al the opening, Mr
Revnolds prased the cner-
oy, enterprise and drive ol
the wmversity’'s president,
Dr Edward Walsh, and s
callaborators, who include
vice-president, Dr Noel
Whelan, 4 lormer secretary
at the Taviseach’s Depart-
ment

‘This fing complex 15 an
gxgellent (Hustration ol
whal 1% possible through
partnership between the pri-
vile and public sectors,”
said Mr Reynolds

The University of Limer-
ick Foundation, he saed, are
ta be highly-commended on
having the courage and
vision Lo initiate this pro-
ject, and for their oulstand-
ing fundraising achicve-
ment.

“Imernational cantribu-
tors from the business
industrial and prolessiond
world recogmise the innova-
tive enterpnse culture of the
university which has, for
Quile s0me e mow, LS.
tered elose and mubuol
bencficial links between th
business and academic
worlds,” he stated

‘We need third-level
imstateons like Limerick
that have excellent hinks
with the US and Japan 1o
lollow closely, and, indeed,
il possible participate n,
technical developmeni and
1o advise ws of their impli
cations and how they can be

rs M

best applied here,” he said.

Universities, said Mr
Keynolds, have a crucial
rale (o play in the indusirial
conlexl

It 15 important, he con-
rended that the huge science
and 1echnology resources 1n
Our universitics are har-
nassed for the benelil af
industry and for national
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erally

“They are such o big and
viluahle resouree and (el
putentinl for positive devel-
opment 15 50 great, that
there 15 an onus on us all o
gnsure that they areé Tully
utibised,” he emphasised.

One of the unigue atrib-
utes of the Foundalion
Buildhing complex, he said,
15 Lthat ol combings research
and development wilh
eachmg ol the ars, in one
purpose-buill lacilily

The Foundation Building
facilities the provision of an
additional 1,000 student
places

This expansion, accord-
ing o Mr Reynolds, is par-
ticularly impressive when
one considers that over the
pasl four academic yeirs
the siudent population of
the university has more than
doubled

“Limcrick universily
graduates are much sought
after, and the university
makes a key contnibulion 1o
the location of internanonal
investment and the growth
ol indipenous enlerprise
the region,”” he claimed.

Mr Reynolds specially
commended those involved
in the Limerick Community
Based Education [nnamtive
in ot

The inilistive provides
cducational support at first,
secand, and third level

o0 far, 18 people availing
of 1t have gained entry 1o

nd Fiona O'Sullivan. (LL)

b

third level education, where
they benefit from a £900
supplementary grant from
the Depariment of Educa-
tion, with further funding
under consideration.

Mr Reynolds further
commended the the year
long modular Foundation
Study Programme, which
gives priorily 1o uneém-
ployed adulis over 23, and
leads to muatnculation at the
University

Mr Revnolds described
the new concert hall ax a
IrCImMEenddus new PEsOurce,
fot just for the universily,
but for Limenck and the
Mid West as g whole

Mrs Kennedy Smith
extended her wilrmest con-
gratulations Lo the Linivers:-
iy of Limenck, and sad the
mauguration of the Founda-
non Building symbolises s
dedication 1o an education
ideal which recopmises the
equal validity of the arts
and sciences in the forma-
tion of future pencralions

The inauguration, she
said, represents another
milestone in the gniversi-

1y's remarkable history of

growlh and development.

She said she was espe-
cially proud that the institu-
lion has sirong Américan
L'{-::'-C;;'::;:.':'ﬁ

The university s pariei-
pation in the Fulbright pro-
gramme, its formal links
with Cornell, and the wiarm
welcame il extiends 10 visH-
ing American students are
imporant Canneciions, she
said

The Taoiseach and Mrs
Kennedy Smith jointly
unverled the plagque i1k -
ing the afficial opening

On Sunday, Minister [0
Education, Miamh Bredth-
nach, opaned the concert
hall’s lectere theatres.

The universily, she said,
had developed as a centre,
nol alone of teaching and
research, but as an indusiri=
al focus and a cultural caa-
Iyst.

Meanwhile, the week of
-'.:l'.lﬁ"-.:I!'ﬂliCl'l'l conceris contin-
ue this Thursday night with
a concert by former student,
Luka Bloom. This Friday,
it's the turn of the Irish
Chamber Qrehestra, under
the baton of 3Swephen
Kovacevich, while the
Liister Orchestea brings the
weok 10 close on Sunday
night
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David and Kathy O'Mahoney t
cert hall.
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¥ Brommell and Margaret Lyddy at the opening  Deputy Peadar Clohessy, Jean Clohessy and Ann and Clir Paddy Hourigan, chairman, Limerick Hanna Finucane, left, Helen (
't (LL) County Council, enjoy the opening night. [LL) enjoy the first night.
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