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THE derivation of Mungret,

has been a matter of conjec-
ture and has never been
satisfactorily settled. O'Do-
novan’ suggests that it is
derived from Main, a hill,
ﬁnlf garidh, short, i.e. short
il

We know that local names
of places are usually descrip-
tive of the place or locality,
therefore, to ascertain the
meaning of Mungret we
must go back to the fifth
century, when St. Nessan
founded the monastery
there, and realise the physic-
al characteristics of  the
locality.

At that time, and for

D!
ASTIC!

ell

T Ave.,

St.,

- Wild

h ]
centuries afterwards, the
oW

Iying corcass lands from
the mouth of the Maigue to

" Limerick were unreclaimed

fromthe Shannon, and the
tide gbbed and flowed over
this wide expanse, known as
“the |ake of Limerick.”

So |wild was the district
about Mungret, and around
Limerick to the west, that it
was known as Fasagh Luimi-
nagh,| or the wilderness of
Limerjck. Standing on the
road near the only remains
of the ancient monastery,
one can realise the fact, that
the waters of the Shannon
came (close to its walls, and
that the low-lying lands im-
mediaftely to the north and
east wiere morasses, or bogs
covered with sedge and long
bo&g asses.

ese cut-away bogs, now
moory pasture land, no
doubt| gave fuel to the
monky for many a century.
The site of the church and
ery is situated on a
slope, with the
umped-backhiils of Temple
Mungret and Castle Mun-
gret tg the north and west,
and the sloping hiil of the
Glebe to the south.

We have here the physical
featurds of the locality in the
fifth century. Ancient wri-
ters, and the Four Masters,
call the district Mungairit or
Mungarat, now softened
into Mungret; pronounced
Mong-a-rif by the natives. A
sedgy morass is call in lrish,
Moing or Muing, which term
is also| applied to the tall
grassesigrown in bogs. Cruit,
a hump,‘and Crit, a back, are
usually applied to
round |and sloping hills.
Moinga-cruit, the sedgy
morass of the sloping hill,

The word in time would
et thg present sound of
ungatit by leaving out the

¢’ in the final syllable, or,
perhapy, Moin abog, may be
the first part of the word;
meaning then, the bog of the
sloping fhills.

Decay

When Donald O'Brien
sranted Mungret 1o Brictius,
ishop of Limerick in 1179,
the nmonastery was in a state
of decay owing to the con-
stant altacks of the Danes of
Limerick, who, it must he
remembered, possessed the
lands along the Shannon 1o
the Maigue river.

The ¢harter of onald
O’Brien devises the lands of
Muingawit  and  fvinnach
(Manady), e, the fards of
the monks, to the Bishop
and his successors for ever
“from the arch of Mungarit
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to Ivmallin, and from the
ford of Cein to the river
Shannon.”

These boundaries have
never been identified. |
venture to make the attempt
to localise them. Some fifty
years ago the foundations of
the ateway, orarch, leading
to the monastery could be
discerned some 300 yards to
the east of the graveyard.
Ilvmallin means either the
district of the mill (Moulin),
or that of the O'Maley’s, a
tribe which owned this dis-
trict close to Limerick.

Boundary

The Baliyclough river
bounding the townland of
Dooradovle, recte Tooradail
{the tillage land of the tribe),
bounded the Bishop’s lands
to the north-east. | would
suggest that this was the
boundary designated jvo-
maliin.

To the west a small stream
separates  Mungret parish
from that of Killeedy, bound-
ing the townland of Bailyma-
caisil. A sub-division of this
townland adjoining Tervoe

is called Cajsilcanter.

According to the Four
Masters, Maoilcaisil, Abbot
of Mungret, died A.D., 909.
From him, it is plain, this
townland {ook its name —
Bally-maoil-caisil, softened
into Ballymacaisil. Probably
he had’ these lands re-
claimed from the wilder-
ness. Casilcanter, i.e., Caisil-
cean-tir, is the head or upper
partof Caisilsland, as it is the
extreme western point of the
Monks’land.

Theancientroad to Carrig-
o’-Gunnelf crosses what was
the boundary stream. Here |
think, was the ford of Cean,
or Cein. From this point
aiong the bounds of Tervoe
to the Shannon is the mean-
ing of the Bishop’s land to
the west. At the time of the
Down survey the Bishop’s
lands comprised more than
two-thirds of the parish of
Mungret, some 4,000 acres.

[twould be interesting to
know how much of this
princely patrimony re-
mained intact at the date of
the Disestablishment of the
Church.

—J. G. Barry

(An excerp from “Pendulum
Swings”)

“Play, we need a sixth”,

“Cast knaves,” the game
commenced,

And he revelled in thrills of
expectation

As the dealer’s hand wound
clockwise round the tahle.

The high man was shadowed

And’ knuckles rapped  off
wood

When a card was good

And he walloed in the dialect
of vulgaritv,

With interjections of vile
profanities

And  numerocs intermis-
sions for leaks and reple-
nisfrments.

The night wore on

As  six o sorzled  gambiors
staunchly defiod

The wlippeny thresholid o
obliviow,

Cheating and arguing wiih
sardfonic delight,

And iempess tloging

And clenching fists 1o Jight

Butalwoysacquivscing at the
vitad miinute;

Extracredinarn: oxhibition of
ificnhen IQ;//:/\H:.H)*/://*

Twas hwo o caraes il fe
turned trumps

Andd ain avadivious erin en-
veloped his countenande,

Thumb stroking chin in con-
templation

As he perused the contents
of his hand,

Decision taken, he was
going for the jink,

The king was  struck, he
robbecd and struck,

He led the five to vibes of
consternation,

He pulled the knave and
then the (our,

Andrising to the floor in wild
elation

e hamm
the table

And zrabbed his partner’s
hand in trivmph,

When a knuckle cracked the
ace of hearts

QIF his reigning  king of
diamaoinds,

ereda king card off

Sivienedd i dicmay e seruti-
Gired the action roplay
VIS RGO Was

e clickert

wing  Uhe  rascible

s

Aad he surped acrase table,

Nt abov, I Break vour
Driovrddv e,

Yoty
frearts!
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