Ciaran MacMahuna and the then Mayor of
Limerick, Clir Kieran O’Hanlon at the
conferring of an Honorary Degree on the
broadcaster, at the University of Limerick.

THE death of the Limerick traditional music
collector and broadcaster, Ciaran MacMathuna has
left a void that will be difficult to fill and in his
native city, the loss of this gentle, modest man,
whose encyclopaedic knowledge of Irish music and
lore was an inspiration, is deeply felt.

Paying tribute to the man who garnered thousands
of listeners here and abroad, to his Sunday
morning radio programme, Mc Cheol Thu, a mix of
music, poetry and reminiscence, Cllir Kieran
O'Hanlon, who proposed to Limerick City Council
that the Freedom of Limerick be granted to Ciaran
MacMahuna, said he has many happy memories of
listing to Ciaran on Sunday mornings.

A keen lover of traditional Irish music himself, Clir
O’Hanlon repeats a call he made on Limerick City

Council some years ago, that a festival of traditional
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new year.
Managmg Director of EcoWarm, Darren Lee said,
“we’re very lucky to be in a position to provide this

acy of

Irish music, song and dance, called after Ciaran
MacMathuna be held annually in Limerick, with the
support of the Irish World Music Centre, the
Limerick School of Music and with the support of
local musicians and the business community.

“Ciaran was born in 1925 and the family resided
at John's Avenue, Mulgrave Street, in the shadow of
St John's Cathedral. He had three brothers and one
sister - the late Terry, Jimmy, Tommy, the late Breda
who was a Nun and Brian, a legend in his own
lifetime, remembered by many as a most popular
secondary teacher in Sexton Street, CBS."

After completing a degree at UCD, Ciaran achieved
an MA in Celtic Studies and Irish Folklore and went
to work in Connemara for the Irish Place Names
Commission, travelling extensively throughout
Ireland and in the process meeting many native
Irish speakers. He began to record tunes and
songs that have gone into the archives and would
never have been passed on to future generations
otherwise,

In the early 50s he started work with Radio
Eireann, presenting a number of programmes on
traditional music and proceeded to become a
producer/presenter - A
Job of Journey Work,
Ceoilte Tire and Mo Ceoil
Thu became household
favourites.

“It can be claimed that
these programmes
influenced many
musicians - such as The-
Chieftains, The Dubliners
and Bill Whelan of River
Dance, all of whom put
Ireland on the world
stage and created huge
interest in Irish music,
song and dance but it is
his vast repertoire of
recorded material, much
of which is now available
in the national music
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important.
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of the City on Ciaran in 2004, Mayor Michael
Hourigan said that although he had spent most of
his life in Dublin, Ciaran always spoke fondly of his
native city and friends like Aine Ni Houaigh, Con
Foley and Donal O'Connor.

Ciaran MacMathuna was married to the folk
singer, Dolly McMahon and they had three children,
Padraig, Ciaran Og and Deirdre. He won two Jacob's
Awards in 1969 and 1990
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Locksmiths

Serving the Mid-West Since 1948
7 Upper William Street |

Limerick
@ Access Control Systems
® Car Keys Cut to Car Locks
¢ Transponder Car Keys Cut
® Commercial & Domestic
Safes Supplied & Fitted

® Yale Type Locks Fitted to
Munster Joinery Doors

¢ 24 Hour Call Out Service
Domestic, Commercial &
Automotive

® Locks keyed alike - It may
be possible to have one key
to open the front door,
back door & patio door

® Worried about how secure
your home is? Talk to one of our

locksmiths regarding your security needs ':

Tel. 061 - 414173 |
Mob. 087 - 2337812 |




