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State participation in education has, for the most part, at-
tracted a central focus of attention in Irish educational histori-
ography. Thus it has transpired that while the national system
I of clementary education, the intermediate board, the universi-
ties and various government reports and acts have all fallen un-

der the scrutiny of one author or another the history and con-
tribution of voluntary bodies have been poorly represented and

 understated. Consequently the study of the history of Irish ed-

ucation is victim of an imbalance which blurs 2 cogent percep-
tion of developments in the aggregate, Since crifics of educa-
tional historiography confine their remarks principally to alle-
gations of insufficient political and social context this partiali-

ty is frequently overlooked. This paper will consider and evalu-
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rgvimiels

* ate the mechanics’ institute movement in Ireland, a voluntary
enterprise which set an important precedent for subsequent

g = state involvement and in the interim pioneered a new trend in
5.-.-.,_-_;!-:!‘_:. the Irish 1 ition.

In 1825 a Ecncral movement was made in this country for the

oo establishment of institutes for the instruction of the artizan or

\.  mechanic, as he was then known, in scientific principles under-

i r:, I—"':Ii-h':-.‘I - - - - - o
Il lying his trade. Entitled mechanics’ institutes, this departure is
LA a ¥ j ;
cuche significant for a number of reasons/Firstly, the movement, not
‘:: Jht vt of Irish-origin, was an extension of the parent movement in
£ o

\.// University Press, 1957).
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bimd ot g s

o W2 4 gee n R Berry, A History of the Royal Dublin Society{izondon,
(v e 1915), or T, de Vere White, The History of the RnyﬁL Dublin Society (Tra-

e Lo, 1953),
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Great Britain' and in this way is an indication of the extent to

which educational developments elsewhere were closely moni-
imi i econdly, there is the rapidity

with which this occurred: scarcely had one year elapsed since
the inguguration of the London Mechanics’ Institute? than a

imilar i inl Dublin, and by 1825 institutions

had been established in other urban centres, notably)Armagh,

) Belfasty Cork SGalway | Limerick, andJWaterford.? Thirdly,

there is the question of causation and functiof.3Jndoubtedly
the era of the industrial revolution in Britain proved a fitting l hJL_;;.[-_- anﬁ' 3
and_obvious birthplace for the_cnterprise_lreland, at firstape—. 1 UL/
pearances, would seem an almost alien environment. On closer _ w‘f
examination, however, there is a substantial body of evidence JIAC :

T ll._;.fld:{' (#

to discredit that view. .

Although industrialization on a par with that of England was ks rﬁm PJ'rJ'
ot the Irjsh experience nonetheless it did awaken a response. g s il
It created a concern on the part of some, at least, that the na- j ; J :

: - The lensed

While an educated work-force elsewhere was recognised asa Feluic i

power by which industrial advancement might besustained,in = gkt (il
Ireland it was regarded as 2 power by which it might be initiat- ke ~)
ed. Therefore, as the pace of industrialization quickened the i Lt
= e ~ watidle iy
role of education assumed grander proportions] Prior To this | 1
th the founding of the Royal Dublin Society in 1731" the stu- “{, d!,,.cy_gl.
: L

Eu:lt-h...- l"""-:g

_g}‘r of science and improved methods of agriculture was initiat-
d, and with this precedenttohand theregradually emergedana- e
Sastiw J:‘L.-i:- ‘f_r
]

.,

! See M, Tylecote, The Mechanics' Institutes of Lancashire and Yorkshire

before 1851 (Manchester, 1957).
? See T. Kelly, George Birbeck (Pioneer of Adult Education) (Liverpool

3 1. W. Hudson, The Histary of Adult Education, 2nd ed. (London,
1969), p. 236, Institutes were founded in other centres also not cited by
Hudson, Carraig-on-Suir, Cashel, Coleraine, Tipperary, Wexford,
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e ket » tional network of scientific societi i
dfews e >piF & s waylreland was merely keeping pace wj ’
R e gence of Engﬁui_af sl:i::ntiﬁc study.' It would be from this spirit
FE _ L Fhmnnthamcshunmul{[suhsequmﬂy_dmwa degrec of
er I\D inspiration, support and in some cases ersonnel. On the indus-

trial front, as observed, there is certainly less to

velopments here should not be dismissed too readil Puring
y. Du

th 'ﬂrst half of the nineteenth century with the introduction of

A0 !mproved transport system of canal, road and rail_sj ifi-

cant improvements were taking place in the country, Further-

report, yet de-

- o being made for more advanced public
@Xsre hclects/ health facilities and land reclamation, Such enterprise hfd -
2 et €1 plications not only for architects and engineers but also for the

artizan upon whom the respons; ESE Va-

bt “53’“ - : ty of interpreting
- = lous designs and plans fell.? In respect of such skill it was be-
b)) astisans lieved mechanics’ institutes had a key role, Of equal signifi-

cance, perhaps, was a more pragmatic consideration on the part
18. Mechanics’ institutes might in their own wav ele-!
| yate tphl: work-force to aspirations less crude and base than
, combination. Evening classes and self-instruction were there-

o + | fore enco iraged for reasons that were nor ways motivated b
S 4 - od will orphilanthropy alone. Institutes might encourage a (
7 . ommitment to work’, ‘temperate, orderly work- -
J‘f‘*‘i’}m}t'p force s ' ‘ : cts
Potives in . e speci ime. Additionally they mig}tt break ‘idle
.@'}lg_*:::rf.wdl - % . itably con-
Cp ek _ le revailing ethos of bourgeois economic ratidnale. g
% i The motives, then, that inspired the founding of these insti- \
| : OAREL | tutes WEIE as various as the ways in which the individual institu-
wofg n‘m'r 9 tes onginated. Labour historians have sometimes held out the
1% o Lenn hope that here at last could be found the germs of the intellec-
wohy, | 3 tual march of organised labour, This view can hardly be su-
@d\rkt:i S| T Relly, A History of Adult Education in Great Britain (from the
¢ [edce :rﬂﬂntf-ﬂ ages to the twentieth century), (Liverpool, 1970), pp. 112-17.
:®f¢“ ?*Fﬂ-' of Srf Eﬂ;mm'-ing Ireland 1778- 1878, Exhibition Catalogue, (School of
! Engineering, Trinity College, Dublin, 1978).
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—mechanics’ institute was first considered at a meeting of the
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ained. The wurkin& classes were constituted of such stratifi-

Ji;tiuns as non-skilled, skilled and master at its simplest.! These

elements did not always make for the easiest of cohesion since
the skilled and.master tradesman coveted this distinction jeal-
ously It was to these litter two that mechanics’ Institutes di-
rcg_;cd_.t'urcmnst attention, and in some cases it was from them 1
that the original impetus came, Although the non-skilled work- ™% ’“1”‘ |

er-was not denied membership, management of the institutes <f (w- 1k A

resided with the skilled and professional subscribegs. The ori- ‘Jf"”hj-/rPru 7y aessh
ks

ginal_idealists of the movement had advocated that manage- ¢
|

ment be left in the hands of the mechanics, with the profes-  OpiG AT
sional supporters acting in a pastoral capacity only,? Suchideal-  * | 1.,

1
Py 4 E...f'-l-*'r' [
UJ.J’.(_L P w e R |

ism was portrayed ine few institutes.{The Dublin mechanics’ in-
titute, initiated by meéhanicsthemselves, was anxious to seek

the support and advice of scientific and other individuals. It b oo el wals;
Ak : o o
was, however, indicated that two thirds of management would | ; .. el oee
icomprise mechanics.? But this did not pmﬁ-:_i_ga_bhxepﬂnt-hﬁf = 1
ther institutes./The situation varied regionally. The Cork | b V
iRl W

Cork Litefary and Scientific Society and from there, through
thtﬂﬂ&iﬂm.ﬂf_ﬂlt]Elﬂal_]:lrl:is,_n__p_u_b_Iic_mmjng_wﬂ_ called r T i LL
{This_rather middle class origin is further verified by the fact .:i et edargied!
that within three days of the public announcement over one | S
thousand pounds had been subscribed for the venture.® The |" [J ""m_‘”_
b | ;

|subscription list reveals the extent to which the merchant clas- |

Y

' E.'P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class (Pelica

Books, London, 1968), pp. 9-11,
2

G~
k|

factories. .
? Freeman's Journal, 15 September, 1824, Dublin Mechamics' Instituteto \\'~ @~ _i
the Proprietor of the Freeman's Journal, s YT
Details of this meeting are recorded in the diary of Richard Dowden

hich is available in the Day papers' collection at the archives of the Cork o (c\g}: %

unty Library, )
Cork Constitution, 9 February, 1825, Mechanics' Institute. (W laRace
Cork Constitution, 11 February, 1825, Cork Mechanics' Institute, =
; h"lq-.ilt I‘C‘m."- L
¢ s

a ?.m.'xg:-'fl-ﬁ' el

Cork Constitution, 7 February, 1825, To the Proprietors of Large gNCTy 'r"] boide!
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ou his not only in Ireland. He did

tugal Philosophy at the newly founded London University in

1828." If of no other significance this rovided a formal rec
nition of the Irish scientific tradition, one that has scarcely
__lg::n acknowledged by historians past or present. Between
the months of May and September of 1825 Lardner continued
to_lecture at the Dublin Institute.? This course,Elementary

[ F _LPrinciples of Mechanics as related to the Practical Arts con-
h |-.-£ C‘!F‘ij :,d . 3 F - :

‘ C with six lectures on the Steam FEn ne.? This latter
L n“‘-ihﬁ- theme was of such popularity as to draw what was described as

to the rooms of the Diiblin Institute in Sack-
It is highly ironic to note that at the termination of
Lardner, in tones that are indicative of the times,

‘several hundreds’

ville Streets

the course

remarked:
1-cannot but feel proud in having been among the foremost
to_burst the banks, which

: fi’fnt ‘L‘: )

noLgo unacknowledged and was appointed to the chair of Na-

have so long confined th ose great

reservoirs of sci niversities, and to direct their wa-_
2 soil at once so fertile and so extensive,’ s
In November of 1826 Lardner lectured to the Cork Mechanics’
Institute on the steam engine and with similar successf previots
lecturers being Edmund Davy and Professor Tisdall of the

Clecky tet S /ﬂ_-;
o et

Conk:

hep
(o
e

tty might be assured but more importantly, subjects viewed by

Management as essential to the interests of industry were given

'Eullhlf Y

: Dictionary of National Biography Vol, 11 - Pp. 586-88,
Freeman’s Journal, 12 May, 1825, Dublin Mechanics' Institution,

(~clrst iy £

mL.mtj 7 : Report of the Proceed; 5 op.cit., p. 7.
: K Freeman's Journal, 18 August, 1825, Mechanics’ Institution—Lectures
3 Q3 Mealv "5} on the Steam Engine, ‘
5 "
i m:-eL g JZ-. : Freeman ::fan'ﬂmf, 1'# October, 1825, Dublin Mechanics’ Institution,
f Dowden Diary, op, cit,, p. 11,

7 Ibid., pp. 9-10,

o

"fﬂ

L

Royal Cork Institute?
Eurthermore the institute in Cork hoped to have an annual
wllabus of lectures courses drawn up. In this way some continu.

Y g

—

a permancnt and compulsory status, Thus the syllabus pro-

posed lectures on ‘health and the checking of contagion’, ‘the
luse of machinery’, ‘glass making’, ‘brewing and distilling’, ‘tan-
ning’, ‘soap-making’, ‘the selection and arrangement of build-
ing-materials’.! From this outline it is clear that the Mechanics’
Institute hoped to meet the demands of the adjacent industrial
environment since many of the industries mentioned were pro-

mtbn:mn_chui;ﬂmt_:ﬂmdi
nfortunately, however, the eloquence with which the
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" i . #
n the new enterprise, By }1 828 Institutes at most centres

[$28

:‘_-QJ_ ft"h#-"!'

Ew:ment's objectives were articulated was insufficient to sus-
1

ere in decline, Reasons for such an outcome are difficult to

establish and remain obscure.iNo doubt the novelty of the
terprise gained a support that-Subsequently proved ephemeral.
NExpectations were too high, too much was promised too soon
d the movement fell victim to its own propagandd LA dverse
riticism from employers was another impeding factor’it was
| : e =T
eared an educated work-force would increase its wage de-
nds. One extremist declared these institutes illegal, and

Fﬂrtra}red a literate mechanic as a subscriber to radicalism and

T
-

evolution. *
Viewed from another standpoint the movement was intro-
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uced at a time of great political excitement in Ireland, with
O’ Connell harnessing support for his Catholic Emancipation

A
F.] frv::.ﬁz.- .
e J-

bampaign. The politics of the day, election meetings and
speeches coupled with the congenital interest of the Irish popu-
lace in matters political may have rendered scientific lectures,

self-instruction and concentrated reading far too mundane by
~s£omparison, That the lecture method presumed a lit

may not always have been forthcoming is another factor wor-

thy of consideration. e
Throughout all of this as if in defiance the Cork Mechanics’

' Laws and Regulations of the Cork Mechanics' Institute, op, cit., p. 15.

* See W. O'Sullivan, Economic History of Cork City from the Earliest
Times to the Act of Union (Cork, 1937).

® Freeman's Journal, 17 October, 1825, Armagh Mechanics’ Institute.
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L nstitu_tt endurf:d. With an existence that was nothing less than | Society must again be acknowledged, By the beginning of the | Nfluerers
i .W% nineteenth century this society had fashioned for itself a pres- Sa-b e ek
gL i %%mmw tige and an esteem which placed it among the foremgst of . :
ng_rl_;m- r [ By, th‘is time, however, financial difficulties were bring scientific societies mternatinﬂa]lz. In.1836, as a result of a se- NJ'} Jl‘ﬁbf o
\ s imming i ﬂﬂiiﬁjhc_mwﬁngm:- : lect committee of enquiry, {the Royal Dublin Society was di- kjfn&'
Q2 |, |tures were 1d.:=:-cm hasised in favour of the Jib ing- rected to expand its brief and embark upon a provincial lectur e S
.li]a]wd--‘““ J foom facilities,? Richard Dowden, the library secretary, he- scheme.! Here was an attempt to diffuse a knowledge of the ,blf .
\ o ./ lieved ‘the institute would gradually aspire in whatever way the sciences and arts throughout the country. Applications might iﬁb / Krew-
Pra biru 'i Iibmmﬂnzg:(ﬂ;"_!{mrth:r attempts to offset the financial be made to the newly formed provincial lecture committee,  Seign (e / caf-
| difficulties saw the day school for apprentices and the sons of whose duty it then became to commission a lecturer for a w Jl
/ mmmmsmmﬂaﬁdemmq course HM Y the party applying? This departure was of —_ o (ouile
Intaj consi i ours of mechanics institures: RDs

[ ingrbumhttumumd_b}uhnpa}ﬂntmiuﬂpupﬂs! So ex- white

hausted were the funds by 1836 that additions to the library ; They were now financially assisted in securing lecturers of an Z: Loy
had to be curtailed. s leminent order by parliamenta funds. Not surprisingly the o 9* =
It is not without 2 certain depree of paradox, therefore, that scheme from its initation was overburdened with demands, e__Y L’L;-;uar (i
as t}‘m Cork Mechanics' Institute declined fitfully, elsewhere was in this capacity l:hfu: Robert Kane and Edmund Davy, cous- | dft{
j g - Institutes were re-established and original bodies were emerging !' in and former assistant to Sir Humphrey Davy of the Royal In- i‘hﬂru ﬁl d
' stitution, London, lectured at the Clonmel Mechanics’ Instj- | UJTJJ*

" anew,
H“PL ® This revivalist hase, also rienced in Britain ¢ ! tute in 18423 and 18434 respecti ivali
: phase, expe n Britain, may he ex- e | pectively. The revivalist phase of ¢/ {‘x[}-’
[Q‘Jﬁ' Mﬂﬂﬂgb_ummmmexrs. Reference was again <y et the mechanics’ institute movement in Ireland was ch a:acrc:isr.fl__‘]
S ;_)J'lff‘t made to -%5_ Popular education was peLL & coalition of intellectual and social reform The Galway
f\*?- | |E'" £ finding a mor complete expression in the national system of |5 J echanics’ Institute was re-esta ished as a second s eguard to
i %mm f, Le.imj- he objectives of the Temperance movement and membership
t r,.h o viding a wider de ¢ of literacy. Moreover it encompassed an s confined to those who had pledged themselves tg that
industrial aspect in its agricultura] education programme.y By | ! '
the 1840s Ireland Was witnessing new impulses which brought If)LlC‘ ‘B-'.
the whole issue of practical education before the nation with P:‘Gﬁmi
renovating vigour, Itl_l;bj,s_:;:_sEH the role of the Royal Dublin ol ' Report from the Select Committee appointed to Inguire into the Ad- |
- ministration of the Royal Dublin Society with a view to the wider éxten- ' !
ion of the advantages of the annugl Parliamentary grant to that instita-
ion and to whom the return of the Charter, Rules and Regulations of the

' Dowden Diary, op. cit,, p. 15,

: lh_id,, p. 30, ublin Society was referred; 1836 (445) X11. 355 » Q.2964, p, 283,

; Ib 1||:L, p. 24, ' Ibid,, p. VIII,

5 Ibid,, p. 30, Tipperary Free Press, 20 July, 1842, Clonmel Mechanics "Institute,
Cork Evening Herald, 5 February, 1836, Cork Mechanics’ Instituge. Tipperary Free Press, 18 January, 1843, Clonmel Mechanics’ Institute,

. Tylecote, op, cit. Connaught Journal 13 February, 1840, Galway Trades Temperance

7 See D, A..Akensdn, The Irish Education Experimens. The National Sy- ociety and Mecanics’ Instisuse,
stem of Education in.the Nineteenth entury (London, 1970),

o
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ries as well, Although institutes still favoured the scientific sub-
jects others of nmnrclitcrggnaturc were entertained, furthe
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management and expelled from the jnstitute forthwith! This
social aspect had further implicatiofs. Institutes moved awa

fr i odox objective of scientific instruction to em-
brace a more diverse programme, Not only was such change
evident in the contents of lectures but in the contents of libra-

S r——

characteristics distinctive of the movement’s secorid phase
were the encouragement of female membership, and in two in-
stitutes at least the appearance of a female lecturer.? Librar

contents had invariably been 2 contentions matter in mecha-
nics’ institutes, On the one hand were the purists who had
deemed the introduction of newspapers and journals a com-
promise of the movement's educational and a-political, a-relj-
gious stance, On the other hand pragmatists argued that recrea-
tional literature was an essential inducement to those reticent
to indulge in serious scientific study. Once enlisted, however, it
was hoped a more enlightened attitude would revail amongst
QEgingl sceptics. This pragmatic influence found curren cy inall
institutes but not without some repercussions. In the Dublin
Mechanics’ Institute much acrimony was caused by the pre-
sence of The Natural History of Monks and Monkies and The
History of Prostitation whose di ' ' ]

prints ‘shocked o : ers.® Theallegation
was further made that of the twenty periodicals admitted to
the reading-room only two, The Dublin Review and Duffy’s
Magazine, might be read by Roman Catholics without causing
considerable embarrassment 4 However, it would appear that
these were isolated incidentsand not characteristic of institutes

generally,

: Connaught Journal, 4 June, 1840, Mechanics’ Institute.
See Tipperary Free Press, 13 June, 1849, E’J:?nmsfﬁiscﬁnm'n'Imﬁrum,
;nd Freeman’s Journal, 14 March, 185 #, Dublin, Mechanics' Institute.
Freeman's Jowrnal, 19 August, 1853, Dublin Mechanics’ Institution,
* Freeman's Journal, 14 March, 1854, To James Haughton, Treasurer
and Trustee of the Dublin Mechanics' Institute,

g

[now began to organise evening classes. By this strategy it
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In_addition to lectlires, library and reading room, institutes
was

X

Jontell

Iclass instruction as a vital corollary to the institute’s campaign. !

itured. In 1847 the Drawing class catered for pupils, the
Mathematics class 110 and the French class was attende y 76

lhoped to secure a basic knowledge in & number of key areas.

Thus in 1844 at the annual peneral meeting of the Dublin = ™
Mmhang_smgﬂm_mmmmum:}@f

Teachers at the school were requested to furnish the manage-
ment with an annual report.? Between the years 1846—1860
twenty-six different subjects were taught. Although the nu-
cleus of these consisted of scientific subjects— Arithmetic,
Drawing, Geometry, Mensuration, Natural Philosophy,— other

subj EH—“FI‘EI!C]'I, Greek, History, Irish, Latin, and Music—fea- g

pupilsdl
The institute was also moving forward on a number of other
fronts. Lectures were not suffered to endure neglect duri ngthe

risprudence, Pneumatics and Elocution* In 1847 a newsroom
was opened, where newspapers were sold at half price. On aver-

| %t

age 150 people visited here weekly each paying 1d. on admis- ll l”}\ '
sion.* Meanwhile the library continued to expand. In 1846, | ©
300 new works were purchased, and in November of the same ,h.fi‘ E
year a Mr. Alexander McCaul was appointed registrar and libra- e
e

rian to the Institute.®

June 22nd 1838 can be designated the date of the official o °

! Freeman's Jowrnal, 11 January, 1844, Mechanics' Institution Annual
Meeting.

? Freeman's Jourmal, 15 January, 1846, Mechanics’ Institution.

3 Freeman's Journal, 12 January, 1848, Mechanics’ Institute, Royal Ex-
change,

* Freeman's Journal, 15 January, 1846, op. cit.

* Ibid,

® Freeman’s Journal, 30 November, 1846, Notice—Mechanics’ Institn-

Hon,

1840s. In 1845 four courses of lectures were delivered. The _I.I':LEJ""
content of these is representative of the combined literary and 1 QY. ek
scientific syllabus which prevailed: Phrenology, Criminal Ju- s e o

el

¥
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e Ldy - change Mr. McCullagh, a founding member, described the scep- S
- ticism with which the whole idea was at firstgreeted. It was X

354

]
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Opening of the Dublin Mechanies’ Institute (second phase), O /L :
. : : i &
cf that Friday evening amid great enthusiasm at the Royal Ex- v

Mf ) mf?‘u‘.’_ﬂm [~k

BYRNE

generally believed that ‘i js quite impossible, the people are
gone mad so utterly mtm_mmmmmmwi

give up the attempt, for it

is impossible’,! The initial member-

ship consisted of 280 and by the end of the year this had grown

tg 813. Thi 1

Ithough this

/

growth was consistent one notices a fallin g
Famine years 1846 and 1847, 2 = |'

By 1850 also the institure after much exertion and an ardo

fund raising campaj pnmhﬂmi_thtfm;m:ﬂtim:ss_ﬂma-‘__

i 1TmmmahmM: be-

jiﬁningg in a room at No, 50 Jervis Street and subsequently to

rented accommodation at

the Royal Exchange, the Dyhlin

Mechanics’ Institute second | phase had become firmly rooted in

the educationa] life of Dublin City,

———ar

Generally the mechanics’ institure movement in Ireland hag

cither been pronounced a failure, or completely overlooked,

G'-:‘l}m*-"'“”"f‘]‘ o N equent] are such conclusions reached b the applica-

—cal edueation in the count

is. Thus one author has jt that

L y mechanies’ institutes might have been the beginning of techrii-

but that they were not.* This con-

tention is based upon the fact that instirutes did not achieve
their declared objective of instructing the artisan in the under-

lying princi ples of his trade,

In respect of this there can be little

I L
.{, Lu ' A Full and Correct Report of the Speeches Delivered on the occasion of

opening of Dublin Mechanics’ Institutio ", on Friday E vening, June 22nd,,

1838 (O'Brien, Dublin, 1838), p.

16,

* Freeman's fo urnal, 6 May, 1851, Dyblin Mechanics' Institute,

3 Freeman's Jo urnal, 11 July, ]34E,Mecbam‘cs’fuﬂfrutr.

* Freeman's Journal, 1 Novemb er, 1848, TbeMecbanim’Im:r‘m:fan.

i 4 Durcan, History of Irisb Education from 1800 (with special refer-

J)ul‘:' ence to manyal instruction), (Dra

gon Books, Bala, 1972), p. 127,

f

G

MECHANICS' INSTITUTES, 45 l‘-—‘f;l"‘f'\jilo"l
dispu J ~ectures were the least suitable means b which sucha -1:5-33 ulc#!‘fm
plan might be accomplished. Any attempr to transmic theore- ’{ C{T

d 0

ical knowledge through s::'lr.:h a medium presuy W- anIJh"h'

of

orcover, lecture themes varied in the extreme. Lack of pr- lm W F
isation and professionalism was another wtalinc?:mﬁ-e Fmt\J;L

content, it seems, relied more upon the availability of Tecturers =
than on any other considerat; !{T{Tﬁc Philosophy oF selfedy-
cation became ¢xaggerated. On the one hand, directors pm—@ f)ﬁfr :
mised the success of a Watt or a Stephenson, and on the other,
members believed, to be soon disillusioned, that attendance at
lectures would render them completely proficient in the theory
of one skill or other, n o - )_ S
It is difficult to establish how innocent of doctrinaire inten- q;illk t;J,.HJ !
tions the Irish it:slz;tts were. What is clear however is that one t(d J Sk

ay not generalise“iThe Du o y ﬁi{'}whﬁ l
inclinations towards moral conversion and social control, The
rhetorical middle-class swagger of their declared ambitions and M‘F
gfficial speeches testifies to this, These made manifest the
many contemporary assumptions; the value of educatian, the )
vils of alcohol, the essentiality of machinery, For employers G JJFH :
j’ducatinna! promotion was represented as analogous to the use {} O |
profit against capital loss, It may be tempting to interpret et I
this as a situation where labour was yet again to be exploited j mf‘
the forces of capitalism. But this would be an unfair pcn;/ gt
rayal and jncm&iﬂcm.with_th:aprevaﬂing-nnimdwaﬁthﬁday ptﬁlut"t- __
¢ Irish industrial environment such as it was in the 1‘“}\ | :
nineteenth century differed sharply from that of England, and

; I
t elements:8facto industrializati '

owth, urbanization, @social diversity and a &rarvin social \j\{\ l
jlosophy. In the English context, then, social control i

L i

ich a further desire fo t

!
i

J
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I

directed thronch sdnentinm wme o . .
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men and indeed women who held science in esteemn and wished
- -t

s ) BYRNE

the part of the established order, With an emphasis on the
f.:-rma_tmn of the correct ideas mechanics' institutes might
thererore be in the interests of proprietors who had so much

stake, Indfeland the aiﬂwiffﬂmxdmhmmmmm_.

did not nose th
rpe

centres of Dubli d Cork. Here it was combination which___

Provided the potential dan ger. The Dublin mechanics’ institute
sought to achieve an atmosphere of co-operation between
mechanic and proprietor. Subsequently Robert Kane
identified mechanics’ Institutes and evening lectures as means
by which the youth of the country might educate itself rather

___than becoming involved in politics, marching and drilling,:

‘}alt.nt -
ﬂ.! A \j{'

5
Wi W

®

€N as obvious answers to the prob-

MECHANICS' ms‘-rff'ru*rﬂs

community were given priority, the institute could notbes

cial [ife of the city outside those direct] y connected with indus- Vi

the other hand, the Clonmel Mechanics’ Institute was ;
far more pragmatic, realisin the diversity that existed in the

town membership should be sought and encouraged. The Insti-
tutes’ syllabus was appropriately devised, Significantly the first
1cs’ 1 Na-

'I

tyral Philosophy and Agricul
tion_of chemistry to the Arts and Manufactures ! Thus the

Clopmel Institute endured longer and was not without some ¢
considerable achievements by the end of the nineteenth cen-

tury when, intcrt:stinﬁhr, the building was renovated for the

Dartment of Agriculture and Technjcal Instruction?

in decadence and j orance main-
€. In all of this the nj neteenth century ten-

In terms of aspiration the institutes were middle-classin tone
land Gﬁcnmtiunjum:ﬁm&hc}’ were vehicles of upward so-

dencies towards social reform and humanitarianism should not

be overlooked. |
- ‘ turn to the social content of mechanics’ institutes,
‘{E‘ entation this is not casy to quantify, From the evidence that

'savailable however 8 number of trenc s do emerge. The dispar-
ate nature of Irish ted. g

-

+ industry is reflec bership was con- i
_ Stlm. ted of such varipus elements as tradesmen or mechanics, lm‘f‘t‘»‘ =)
hmmmmnm 1 casy-

¥

indulge th

tion. For example, in Co
' Report from the Select Co
with the Proceedings,
(4950 X111 .

rk, where the industrial needs of the
mmittee an Scientific Institutio ns (Dublin),
Minutes of Evidence, Appendiz and Index; 1864

cial mobility and for mechanics maybe evidence of a new. pre-
sence. However, to cast u_‘:}]:r[l“in_a_gl_iddln-cia_ss mould isnotto

diminish their attractiveness, It m ay be argued that many of the

great educational enterprises of the nineteenth century, Lon-
don University, the civic universities, the Queen’s Colleges,

wmaﬂnithis_nc_ﬁzfqmn::hemiddluig es. To view mechan-

ics’ institutes in the same light is no injustice, no exaggeration.
| A -
[U.’)!;("' 2) y MM{E t’(ﬂ];?;;.
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: Tipperary Free Press, § February, 1842, Clonmel Mechanics" Institute.
te Webb “Technical Instruction in Clonmel’ Journal of Agricultural and
Technical Instruction, Vol X L, No.4(July1911) p, 688,
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tained, It was too confined in approach and failed to attract - F T
. " (W@ L
membership from other spheres in the economic and comimer- : Lii 'Y
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