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From thence {Dublin| the Duke of
Tyrconnell ordered us to proceed to
Limerick, which is at least sixty miles
distant; every colonel was ordered to
conduct his own regiment by what route
he thought proper, which was executed,
and very little mischief done to the
country. The French, under the command
of Brigadier M. de Surlaube, composed
the rear, for all the rest of the French had
taken the road to Cork and Kinsale in
order to embark. The Duke of Tyrconnell
and the Duke of Lauzun also repaired to
Limerick ...

... At length the enemy began to move
and proceeded from Dublin to Limerick.
The same day they made their appear-
ance, the French troops retired to
Galway. We left M. de Boisseleau, a
Frenchman, captain in his most Christian
Majesty’s guards, and major-general, to
command the town, with all our Irish
infantry, amounting to about twenty
thousand men, of whom, however, not
more than one half were armed. We kept
the field with our cavalry, which might
make up three thousand five hundred
horse. We encamped at first five miles
from Limerick on this side of the river
Shannon, which passes through it, in
order to keep up a free communication
with the town. In this our success was
complete, the enemy never daring to
attempt investing it on our side, nor even
to send any party across the river, which
is only fordable in some parts. The place
had no fortification but a wall without
ramparts, and some miserable little
towers without ditches. We had made a
sort of covered way all round, and a kind
of hornwork palisaded before the great
gate, but the enemy did not attack it on
that side. They opened their trenches at a
distance to the left; they erected batteries,
made a breach of a hundred troises, and
then summoned the garrison to surr-
ender. The Irish would not listen to the
message; in consequernce the Prince of
Orange caused a general assault to be
made with ten thousand men. The
trenches not being more than two troises
from the palisades, and there being no
ditch, the enemy had mounted the
breach before any alarm was given of the
attack. The fire of a battery, which
Boisseleau had formed on the inside,
checked them for some little time, but
they soon made their way into the town.
The Irish forces advanced on every side,
and charged the enemy afterwards in the
streets with so much bravery that they
beat them back as far as the top of the
breach, where they endeavoured to make
a lodgement. Brigadier Talbot, who was
then in the hornwork with five hundred
men, ran round the wall on the outside
and, charging them in the rear, drove
them out, and entering by the breach,
posted himself there. In this action the
enemy had two thousand men killed on
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The Citadel. Drawing by Noel Fitzgerald.

the spot; on our side, there were not so
many as four hundred.

" The Prince of Orange seeing the ill
success of this attack, and that he had
lost his choicest troops in it, resolved to
raise the siege. He gave out through
Europe that the continual rains had been
the cause of it (he alleged the same thing
in his speech to the English parliament):
but I can affirm that not a single drop of
rain fell for above a month before, or for
three weeks after.

At the time the siege was raised, there
remained in Limerick not more than fifty
barrels of powder, and we had not in the
whole tract of Ireland which remained in
subjection to us enough to double this
quantity.

I had proposed to the Duke of
Tyrconnell, as soon as the enemy sat
down before Limerick, to pass the
Shannon with our three thousand five
hundred horse and destroy all the
magazines they had left behind them,
especially at Dublin, which would
undoubtedly have reduced them to a

- necessity of decamping. As all the towns

in this country were open and without
defence, I was morally certain of
succeeding in my enterprise; and as to
getting back, which was objected to me
as being very difficult, the knowledge 1
had of the country had already suggested
to me by what means it might be
effected, for beside that we should have
had the start of the enemy, I had no
doubt of making my way into the north,
and returning to our quarters by Sligo.
The Duke of Tyrconnell, who was
become heavy and fearful, would not
agree to my proposal: perhaps too there

might be some degree of jealousy at the"

bottom on his side, for as it did not suit
with the dignity of viceroy to become a
partisan, and that, besides, neither his
age nor bulk were accommodated to
such an expedition, the whole conduct of
it would have devolved upon me.

A short time after, having learned that
a large convoy of artillery and ammuni-
tion was going to the camp before
Limerick, he detached Brigadier
Sarsfield, with eight hundred horse and
dragoons, to attack it. Sarsfield fell upon
them, beat the escort, and burned the
convoy. This affair may have been the
cause of the enemy being in want of
powder and ball, which, joined to the
obstinate bravery of the Irish, without
doubt determined the Prince of Orange
to retreat. He soon after returned to
England.

[Tyrconnell went to France himself to
make understood the necessity of considerable
aid. Lauzun and the French troops went also.
Account of character of Lauzun. Marl-
borough landed at Kindale, and took it and
Cork]. )

I had, in the meantime, drawn
together between seven and eight
thousand men and advanced on the side
of Kilmallock, with intent, if possible, to
succour the place: but all the enemy’s
troops in that quarter being joined, I
found myself so inferior in numbers that
I contented myself with observing them,
and when the expedition was finished,
we all retired into our quarters.

[He reports on dissensions among the
Irish leaders after the battle of the Boyne.
Brigadier Henry Luttrell was one of the
principal instigators, perpetually speaking ill

" of Tyrconnell and inflaming everybody

against him. Sarsfield approached Berwick as
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a delegate from the anti-Tyrconnell faction,
saying that they were convinced of
Tyrconnell’s treachery and intended to arrest
him, and asking Berwick to become
commander. He refused and said he would
report any further cabals to the king and
Tyrconnell. After the departure of Tyrconnell
for France, a delegation consisting of
Sarsfield, Simon Luttrell and Brigadier
Dorrington told Berwick that they did not
trust Tyrconnell to represent their wants
sufficiently to Louis, and asked him to do it
himself. Berwick forbade them to hold any
further assemblies without permission, but
agreed to send the bishop of Cork, the two
Luttrells and Colonel Purcell to represent
their views. He also sent on his own behalf
Brigadier Maxwell, a Scotsman, with
instructions to tell the king his reasons for
sending the delegation, and asking that
Henry Luttrell and Colonel Purcell not be
allowed to return to Ireland, as they were
sent deliberately to get them out of the way.
On the ship Luttrell and Purcell proposed to
throw Maxwell overboard, but were
prevented by the bishop and Simon Luttrell.
They were allowed to return, having
threatened that anything done to them would
be retaliated on Berwick by the Irishl.

BERWICK ON
SARSFIELD

Patrick Sarsfield was by birth a
gentleman, and succeeded by the death
of his elder brother to an estate of about
£2000 a year. He was a man of amazing
stature, utterly void of sense, very good-
natured and very brave. He had served
as an ensign in France, in the regiment of
Monmouth, and had also been lieutenant
of the life-guards in England. When the

king went over to Ireland he gave him a
regiment of cavalry, and made him a
brigadier. The affair of the convoy, in
which he was victorious, elated him so
much that he thought himself the
greatest general in the world. Henry
Luttrell contributed as much as possible
to turn his head by incessantly praising
him in all company, not out of any real
esteem he had for him, but to make him
popular and by that means render him
subservient to his own designs. In effect,
the Irish in general conceived so high an
opinion of him that the king, to gratify
them, created him Earl of Lucan, and in
the next promotion made him major-
general. After the capitulation of
Limerick he went over to France, where
the king gave him a troop of life-guards,
and the most Christian king made him
major-general. He was killed in 1693 at
the battle of Neerwinden.

BERWICK ON
TYRCONNELL

Richard Talbot, Duke of Tyrconnell, was
a native of Ireland, of a good family. His
stature was above the ordinary size. He
had great experience of the world,
having been early introduced into the
best company and possessed of an
honourable employment in the house-
hold of the Duke of York, who, upon his
succession to the crown, raised him to
theé dignity of an earl, and, well knowing
his zeal and attachment, made him soon
after viceroy of Ireland. He was a man of
very good sense, very obliging, but
immoderately vain, and full of cunning.
Though he had acquired great possess-
jons it could not be said that he had

employed improper means, for he never
appeared to have a passion for money.
He had not a military genius, but much
courage. After the Prince of Orange’s
invasion his firmness preserved Ireland,
and he nobly refused all the offers that

were made to induce him to submit.:

From the time of the battle of the Boyne
he sank prodigiously, being become as
irresolute in his mind as unwieldy in his
person.

BERWICK ON
KING WILLIAM

Whatever reason | may have not to be
fond of the memory of this prince, I
cannot deny him the character of a great
man, and even of a great king had he not
been a usurper. He had the art even from
his youth to render himself almost
absolute in his republic, notwithstanding
the credit and authority of the de Witt’s.
He had a very extensive understanding,
was an able politician, and was never
discouraged in his pursuits whatever
obstacles he might meet with. He was
very rigid but not naturally cruel, very
enterprising but no general. He was
suspected of not having much courage;
yet it must be acknowledged that at least
he had courage as far as the drawing of
his sword. His ambition was evident in
all his intrigues to dethrone a prince who
was his uncle and his father-in-law, in
which he could not have succeeded but
by numbers of ways as contrary to the

‘duties of an honest man as they are

repugnant to Christianity.

(Character sketches from A. Browning,
English Historical Documents, Vol. 8,
London, 1953).






