ontinue trip to Gaza

he authorities, fairly”,
‘e detained after “The Irish Government
ped on a public is committed to a peacefy] leges with Israe] as long as
:d to El-Araish, resolution of the Israeli- military action in Gaza
€r staged a sit- Palestinian conflict and continued.
est until their ajgg to humanitarian relief Despite the obstacles
verereturned.  for the people of Gaza”, he faced in this trip, she said
"0y 1S now back said. they “will try to show the
L, having being Ms Lawlor is due to par- people of Gaza that
r at least 10 ticipate in the Gaza Free- although the international
to difficulties dom March on December community has abandoned
yptian govern- 31 to mark the anniversary them, civil society hasn’t.
Ining entry to of last year’s Israeli attack I'm going on this march to
. They are now on Gaza. show solidarity with the
the final leg of Hundreds of delegates people of Gaza and to help
ile journey to from 43 countries are tg convinee the Israeli gov-
expected to take part in the ernment and the interna.
linister  for march, which will include tional community to lift the

llie O’'Dea, was at least 10 Irish people. illegal and immoral siege
2 who wrote to Ms Lawlor hag been a on Gaza,

Affairs that the gU sus-
pend special trading privi-

Leader Reporter

THE story of how Frank
n embassy in high profile campaigner for “I also want to he there | MeCourt survied typhoid
sting safe pas- the plight of people in to commemorate the 1,400 fever and endured chronie

Lawlor, Gaza, taking part in fre. beople in Gaza who were
the Egyptian quent demonstrationg murdered at this time last
to assist her across the country, and year while the interna-
ugh the Rafah hag previously urged the tional community watched
d “treat her Minister  for Foreign and dig nothing.”

conjunctivitis as 5 boy,
and how later ag an adult
he survived cancer, is told
for the first time by his
younger brother, Alphie,
in a fascinating article in
the Villager Magazine in
New York,

Frank MecCourt, who
won the Pulitizer prize for
Angela’s Ashes died last
July 19, one month to the
day before his 79th birth-
day.

“Frank’s early miseries
are well known, as are hig
teaching career, hig monu-
mental success as g writer
and his vast internationa]
popularity as speaker and
humorist. He has always
been a strong presence in
my life, along with my
brothers, Malachy and & & ; L .
Michael. I will never Speak Author Frank McCourt, who died |as
to him again, nor see him. brother, Malachy, as ‘serious,
I can’t believe that. But I
will have to get useq tothe out any fuss. In our Limer- Brooklyn, Frank and I treasure it Ever the first book, a memoir, left
idea. Death comes to, and ick, in the bleak harshness went for a few beers in 3 teacher, Frank didn’t send him bewildered. Through-
for, everyone,” Alphie said. of the 1940s and 19508, no bar in downtown Manhat- me on or walk behind me, out most of his adult life

As is well known, seven one said I love you. But tan. All too soon it is 4am, Nor did he lead. The he had been ‘only the
children were born in the Frank didn’t chide me, or closing time, with the teacher walked beside me. teacher’, Angela’s Ashes |
MeCourt household. Three shout or threaten. No, he dawn coming up, too late “Eight or nine years a saga shot through with
died and, as Malachy, his forbore and, to a child and too early to take a later, when I wag living in poverty and hunger,
other well known brother, reared on fire and brim- subway or bus, At Frank’s Dublin and attending Uni- became the engine of hig
has pointed out, for many stone, more especially on Suggestion we walk across versity College, Dublin, success, Now  even
years the odds were in the Irish Catholic version, the Brooklyn Bridge. Two Frank ctame over to work Gourmet magazine wags
favour of the survivors. such forbearance, in the men, walking side by side: on a doctorate at Trinity asking him to write a
Three were gone and four face of destruction and fat or thin, ta] or small, College. I was sharing an piece. ‘Irony is my con-
still stood. Now the odds stupidity, wag nothing rich or poor. There’s g apartment  with two stant companion,” he
have shifted. short of love, magic in that, friends. Frank lived else- would remark as he poked

Frank was 10 years “In 1949, Frank left Lim- “We are nowhere near where but he had a keyto fun at his status as g
older than Alphie, who erick, the city of hig rear- drunk. It would be hardto our apartment. One mis- newly minted big shot.
remembers him ag being ing, and returned to New get drunk even on a sye- erable rainy afternoon ¥ “Frank survived
serious, austere, even dis. York, the city of his birth. cession of small 15-cent eame home to find him in typhoid fever as a boy and
ciplined, determined and We were left behing: mam, glasses of beer, But weare the kitchen. Standing, stin endured chronic conjunc-
with a sense of mission. Mike and myself. Malachy cheerful. By this timelam in his coat, he was eatinga tivitis. In the 1980s he

“Ten years distant from was already away in Eng- as tall as Frank, my oldest soft-boiled egg. One single, would survive cancer
any possibility of an easy land. Our hearts broke brother. Out of the night solitary, soft-hoiled egg, Having thoroughly
relationship with him, T when he left. and into the day we walk, with no bread, no butter, embraced and enjoyed his
was a little bit intimidated. “A long 10 years would out of the darkness, into no tea in sight. That was dozen years of fame, he
Until the day I borrowed elapse before | came to the light and the promise hig way. Only what he was now afflicted with
his bike, crashed it and New York And, a couple of the future, Only in ret- needed, that’s what he melanoma. Treatments

awaited his wrath. Wrath of years later, in 1961, rospect, and only after took. He kept the faith. and hospital stays would
never came. Frank dis- when I was staying with

many years, did I see the “Twenty-five years follow, all to no avail,”
missed the incident with- Frank and his wife in Symbolism. To this day I later, the success of his writes Alphie.

t July, is remembered by his bother, Alhie, inset, wit
austere, even disciplined, determined and with asense of m

h Frank and their other
ission’
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