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2’ HAVING changed cars lately, I find that frislt} réldi;)( %hangllel _alt'ld even the sgglf‘(t- gl(%ll?le _bet(‘ioi-e ainydlaw providtir:ig for tionedbpoptillation. the further questi
I have excellent radio reception once lived Cork-base sister service, ; i authorised local radio was enay o must be asked as to how WY bt
= again. The previous machine, for all its had lasted only a few years _before_being But we have local radio, community actually listen to the radio at agypgiv
103(71&1 servictg.tgas a little deficient in the re?ssghnﬂ?ted into t_l(lie Dltlﬁ)lm ﬁt%n?ﬁlr'e B Y E radio, reglonﬁgr Eadlﬁ a;m%%d at spgciﬁc thﬁek%ge Rindﬁve, one i? ei%ht?
radio end o ings. N the long corridor ey ha e age groups, 's Lyric in Corn. adiol's market share is a1
As work takes me out and about quite studios, one for music, one for drama market Square brings  classics and cent, RTE? is at 13 and T day FM is

a bit, and the radio relieves the annoy- and one for announcers. And Radio
ance caused by bad roads and traffic, 1 Eireann operated as though no other

have found myself wondering whether radio station existed anywhere, It con-

. I world music to the nation, and we have 12 that's half the h'stnership gone the
AT TH E WE E KE N D i Today FM, Newstalk and good old Radio ang then, especially if you adg in Ne
] One and Radio 2. And, of course, we still stalk and Lyric as "nationals". The re

We now have too many radio stations. vinced itself that it had a monopoly and have the BBCs and almost limitless sta- js Spread among the 26 commercial s
Radio was never a. controlled or as  acted accordingly, . ) tions available on the internet. tions and the 21 unsurveyed communi
- controllable as television was to When Erskine Childers became Min- But the local and community stations operators,

become. T grew up on a diet of BBC ister for Posts and Telegraphs, with his the 26 counties was at its most fervent, The fact that none of this Wwas actual- don't confine themselves to the precise But the investment market doesn
Light Programme on long wave and office in the GPO, he visited the long but people seemed to he capable of Iy trye didn't change that perception outlines of their designated counties OF  seem to think that the Irish commercj
| Radio Luxemburg on 208 medium wave. corridor and was astonished to find that singing the goriest of rebel songs while ang it must have been Infuriating to parts thereof. By the Very nature of radip market is oversupplied at all. Th
We were able to get American Forces there were no teleprinters clattering out watching two English Soccer teams play.  those in Radio Eireann who were doing  broadcastin there are overlaps and the capital cost of setting up may be fair]
1 Network and a few other hissy English  stories from the wire services such as The eventual compromise was to create amazing work in cultural preservation car has picked up clear signals from high, but, unlike 3 newspaper, there
f language stations as well, but the short Reuters, AP and UPI. He asked how the RTE2 which carried some soaps, but the and development that their work was Waterford and Galway as well as aj] the no printing and distribution costs; tru,
wave signals in particular tended to station got its news, only to be told that  outcry regardﬁngdradm at the time was not only not recognised but was stations in between. I'm absolutely there i no revenue from sale of th

i whistle and fade annoyingly. But with they waited to buy a COFY of the of a different ind. ) i ridiculed. _ . spoiled for choice as I drive along. product, but advertising more tha
radio we were able to access a world Evening Herald and worked from there, As entertaining and Imstructional as So the pirates came along In the mid- But, whereas we were almost prison. makes up for that That, T assume, is
beyond the suffocatingly mind-con. This one-channel radio situation con- the BBC's radio output was, and as dle to late 1970s. The one to WthhIW_aS ers in single channe] land, apart from why local radio stations, where they
trolled Ireland of my youth. tinued even after RTE2 television had brash and gutsy as Radio Luxemburg attached, the second one to be started in what came in from beyond the sea,Inow have changed hands, have done so for

Radio Eireann broadcast at breakfast been established. This was because, was, neither provided content which Limerick (by a week or two) opened in  wonder whether there are enough peo- multi-million sums,
time, lunch time and for a few hours in  before satellite technology, one almost was that relevant to the Irish househo}d. June 1978, We didn't last long because Dple in radioland to Justify the number of Radio is the simplest of media,
the evenings. It operated from the leg- hag to have line of sight to a transmitter Radio Eireann, of course, although its We actually expected that we Would be Sstations we have now provided. requiring just a smaf set and an ear
endary long corridor in the Henry in order to pick up a Ty signal. Radio hours had been extended and its pro- in the running for the local broadcast- For a population of four and a bit mi- barticipate. We are aij told that websites
Street side of Dublin's GPO and was  could be picked up much more easily. gramming improved, was perceived, by  inglicense when such would be legislat- lign beople we have 26 local commercial will spon he the medium of choice for
closely supervised by civil servants of The clamour at the time was to have younger people af least, to be a stuffy  ed for any day soon. stations and 21 loca] community sta. disseminating information and enter-
the Department ' of Posts and BBC: television rebroadcast across Ire-  schoolmarm-ish custodian of all that In fact, any day soon was several tions. That's well over 50 stations of one tainment. Buf I'm convinced that radio
Telegraphs. If you didn't like Radio land from the RTE towers. Ironica]l_y, was deemed good, a kind of janitor toa years down the line and our team had = kind or another broadcasting atus,and will be alive and wel] long after T have
Eireann, then sorry! It was the only this was at g time when nationalism in cultural museum, a self satisfied oracle. Jong dispersed tg many parts of the the overlaps must be huge. When I men- ceasedtobe g listener

The Leader Interview: Frank McCourt
At 77, Frank McCourt

believes he is enterin

the fourth act in his life.
As a new book inspired
by his mother Angela is
published he tells

ANNE SHERIDAN what
he thinks of the new
Limerick and reveals he'd
like his ashes scattered
over the river Shannon

FEAR TUAITHE
BY TOM BROWNE

Rabbits on
the rise after
last trace of
disease dies

There are 45 million rabbits in England,
according to the latest official release.
This number in the last few years
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annou Although, like here and in England the

Premie rabbit population will never again reach
You” to [ ] its pre-myxomotosis numbers there is
versity | b still a steady annual increase.
Limeriq | ) In those days before| the disease was
only gk introduced here in 1954, there were rab-
29th I\Li . . ! bits in every haggard. At that time, a stag-
In 1 ” % 99.8% of the rabbits were killed by
Broad € disease which has been developed in
an Rl Lo and imported here via England
and France, !
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4Altnougn, 11Ke here and in England the
rabbit population will never again reach
its pre-myxomotosis numbers there is
still a steady annual increase.

In those days before’ the disease was i
introduced here in 1954, there were rab- | 1
bits in every haggard. At that time, a stag- i
gering 99.8% of the rabbits were Killed by
the disease which has been developed in
Australia and imported k,\ere via England

France,

and

W If there is an outbreak, it is less
virulent, confined to an aiea and does not
spread like wild fire like it did originally.
We never have had an official rabbit
count in this country and recovery of the
population hasn't been as strong as it has
been in England.

Farmers, however, recall, that in those
days there were rabbits in every field as
described by Padraig Pearse in his poem.
‘The Wayfarer': "Little rabbits in a field at
evening, Lit by the slanting sun..."

Whatever about the rights of wrongs of
introducing the dreaded disease, it is
agreed now that rabbits were causing
devastation to crops in the years after
World War IT.

They had been kept in check during the
war years when a brace of grazers
fetched between ten to twelve shillings -
mostly for export to food-starved England
where both their flesh and their fur was
in great demand.

At home too rabbit flesh was the choice
of many housewives. Old Mrs O'Halloran
Wwas renowned for her rabbit recipes and
she often exclaimed that it was the best
flesh of all. Her meals of boiled, baked or
roasted rabbits were the talk of the
parish.

Nowadays, the introduction of myxo-
motosis would not be tolerated. It's a dis-
ease that causes terrible pain and suffer-
ing but in those days more than 50 years
ago, people were rather careless about
charges of cruelty to animals as could be
seen at coursing meetings when hun-
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on subject
of himself

A LADY with a Southern Cal- .rInothe%r, A”Eflj"' wh}? sé%le ttlx]e Bagy
3 3 . Jesus from oseph’s Church as she
ifornian twang and a gla_m feared he would be cold at night. She
orous splash of red lipstick ;e real author of this story, he
cups her husband’s face with says, and Frank is but the ghost-
her hands. writer, chanelling her story through
“Frank, you're freezing. Will you to millions of children this Christ-
have a hot toddie?” she asks. He looks mas. : g
at her incredulously and shakes his _ While he was back on his home turf
head in a child-like fashion. In a day last Friday for little more than a day,
full of promotional activities for his the city is again r. aking up memories
new book, Frank McCourt returns to for the author whose fortune has
the warm lobby of the Clarion Hotel, been made by that miserable, Irish
after posing for photographs over. Catholic childhood. _
looking the River Shannon. . His links with Limerick, though it Final destination: Pulitzer Prize-winning author Frank McCourt stands by the River Shannon, into which
Out in the Atlantic Ocean great is oponger home, keep him “drifting he hopes his ashes will be scattered when he dies
sheets of rain gathered to drift slowly back” in an attempt to disentangle P
up the River Shannon and settle for- his childhood. .
ever in Limerick,” he wrote in the There’s something about coming _ " ’ B, : ) T
opening pages of Angela’s Ashes, back to Limerick that’s ve moving, author, albeit a controversial author ' city, buoyant, optimistic, bursting hm}i to resist, and McCourt’s “second
d now, even in the absence of I'vehad such a turbulent relationship - in his home foun But success, as with energy, envy the people who act” as a New York teacher could
rain, he is still mesmerised by the With the city The city doesn’t know it. they say, does not always bring happi- are young and growing up in this city. reach the big screen before long.
’ I would have loved to have grown up The film script for ‘Teacher Man’,

. His i owa ness. : 14 D ; ; X : : dreds of hares were killed each season
E%ear}fno? aﬁaﬁ dtf,l,fﬁ;shés“{h’;dsﬁ?éﬁ “Like everyone else I think I Suc- in a city like this.” . ) his third book,_has_ Jjust been written without a murmur. At that time, the grey-
spots on his face and his thoughts cumb to misery and emotional gravi- But had he grown up in the city of by the Oscar-winning Ronald Bass of hounds were not muzzled. : :
turn to mortality. . - ty from time to time. The world gets today, there would have been no Rain Man fame. ) Highly contagious, the myxa is spread

“I wouldn’t like to be incapacitated, I WOU'd n ‘t h ave me down and certain parts of my life Angela’s Ashes, or ‘Tis, or possibly Slmult_aneous_ly, McCourt s by a fly and it is characterised by skin
or handicapped, or die of a slow dis. , : are not completely satisfactory But I Teacher Man. Nonetheless, he is con- approaching writing his first novel, tumours that gouge out the victim's eyes.
ease. I don’t want to be beholden to been sati Sﬁed 'f l have a lot to be thankful for.” . fident that he would have found inspi- which will focus on the modern After it was first introduced the roads of
anyone or have anyone wiping my As for the disputed accuracy of the ration from somewhere, . woman, and will hone in on Irish- County Limerick were littered with dead
mouth if I'm drooling. I'd just like to h d ! : book. “1wouldn’t have the same material, American women and their relation- or dying bunnies and one bus @river on
go. I don’t want funeral services or adn t ertten “Every little detail dicln't actually but there’s always material. I'm sure ship with men. He has also begun to the Shannon to the city run has since
memorials. Let them scatter my ash- y occur. Of course you embellish and of there are contradictions within the rewr:tg a play he wrote several years recalled having to stop near Cratloe to
es over the Shannon and pollute the Angela S ASheS = course, you have fill in the blank city and there are tensions. There's ago - ‘The Irish and How They Got remove the infected creatures that were
river.” spots of conversation. I keep quoting  despair, there’s a high suicide rate in That Way'. ) , blind with their eyes falling out.

He shouldn’t even be here, he tells tha't was the one Gore Vidal, who said a memolr 1s - Ireland ... These are all symptoms of The temptation to sit on his laurels, I have noticed that for the past five

‘ me; he should be six feet under with , your impression of your life,” he ngat's going Onhin SOCi!?]tlY-f_IdeOU'FB %ran‘é’;,. tg: dbgggg Ifnhit;“?_le%mfto}{m‘g years bunnies that are born in Donaile in

i i 3 T- says. . . . observant enough you will find some- Fr: € February seem to disappear after a few

{ }‘ngs{n ?h%i*aewil;n g l;galélosnncw)x?}?yBﬁlet %EEIS thlﬂg ' Wanted tO The Limerick he depicted in that thing. Or feel it. First of all you feel it wealth and good fortune, has never weeks, aslrthough the falgf that there is a

£ been allowed to live to such a great d ' l d h book — and many have argued with and then you write about it.” been an option. He_negds to keep “the new crop the following spring is proof
age. O. | wou ave that depiction —is dead and gone, and After 30 years of teaching English wggtmg_mugele’s alive”, ) that some breeding stock survives,

“If you live past 65 you’re responsi- ' . ' In its place “a riverside city” has been and literature in New York schools, I enjoy it, I'm very lucky in that There was a rabbit hunter once in GUF
ble to the rest of humanity to pass on d |6d hOWI Ing lf_ l resurrected. Frank set out to disprove the old sense. I wouldn’t have been satisfied area who had no trouble at the heighy .+
your insights, that’s why you’re y . . Like thousands of other Yanks who mantra that “those who can do, and if I hadn’t written Angela’s Ashes, the war earning €25 when a bank manag-

‘ e o i T h d 1 tTt T come here in search of their ancestry, those who can’t teach”. that was the one thing I wanted to do. 's sal
allowed to live a little longer. So if I'm adan T wrl 2n | : arch ! ) 5 ! ] ) : er's salary was some way short of €7,
k ] here, there’s a reason I'm here.” g Frank himself is still trying the navi- Likewise, he takes pleasure in I would have died howling if I hadn't The rabbit man was an expert at his job

Dressed in an old brown jumper, a and aSked G Od gate the past and reconcile it with the refuting F. Scott Fitzgerald's belief Written it gnd asked God for just one and he knew where every burrew was
green, shirt and dark pants, Frank bresent. i ) that “there are no second acts in more year. y located in the parish. He set snares
remaifs unusually quiet in the pres- f‘ : t I'm looking around like someone American lives”. He refused to settle  Yet his natural aptitude as a expertly, was skilled at trapping with his
ence § his second wife, Ellen ‘whe 1Ol JUST one who just landed from Mars. Thereare for 3 one act existence and now teacher has not yet left him. His brace of ferrets and his Qogs iy any
chats Jiddily with Frank’s press offi- y foreign voices everywhere. I‘m look- believes he's el}t.ering_ jntp llfe’s ad‘:r%cef to tastp%nggl and des%aﬁrmg[f Jack, caught every rabbit fhat bolted
cer about her new reversable jacket [NOIE year ing at the construction everywhere, fourth act. Growing up in Limerick Writers is to find their oW style. although he insisted in putting nets at the

but at the same time moaning wag the opening act, cutting it in the youdon't,” he warns, “you’re dead. entrance to every burrow,

gnd does a little twirl in front of the
ar.

“Frank, we’re off to Brown
Thomas. See you later,” she cries out.
“But you won't be long,” he questions
sternly, and the girls laugh, and head
on their merry way.

inwardly because the Savoy cinema Jang of opportunity was the second, “There was only one Muhammad

is gone, the Central is gone. and finally sitting down to write Ali in the ring and other people tried

“I wander around in this state of Angela’s Ashes brought him into his to imitate him, but it didn’t work.

awe over the changes in the place. I third act. Don’t try to write. Just scribble, scrib-

It's what I had to write about when I delight at the new atmosphere and g story of triumph over adversi. ble, scribble. If it demands it, it will
finally started writing after teaching freedom:; it seems like a very youthful ty is surely one Hollywood will find be born. It will come.”

It has been a tiring day for the for 30 years. I had to get it out of my
author, with one interview slotted in system, but you never do. People say
after another That night he will be it a catharsis, but it's not. Look at
launching his new book, ‘Angela and M€, I'm back here again. : - P RN,
the Baby Jesus’, in O’Mahony’s, At the age of 68, McCourt was =

At the end of the vear he bought a
small farm and settled down. During the
spread of the first myxo, all the rabbits
on the farm were killed by the disease. He
later established a small colony in a field
by the river and to this day the corner of
his farm is never without a brace of fine
grazers.

When field trials for cockers were first
held in this country in the 1930s, rabbits
were the main quarry. The cocker is

- : : ‘ into the literati stratos- ™ B ' ; ) | : S ' e
b where 11 years previously one of his lau‘r!che.d 1n L A rat R : P e v : essentially a rabbit dog. At that time
i former classmates famously tore up gh‘ L‘-’ W‘[tﬁ‘ “}f%?‘t'?hcalglo.rfff‘:}“’ fﬁft i’_’g‘?"‘@e New Yc')rl\ . n ! Life lesson: Get rid of your fears, whatever some very good dogs earned their cham.
i Angela’s Ashes in front of him. Qo8 -, the Pullizer e m_nI g Jchool: Lleamy’s School, Limerick, NY [ they are pionship titles on rabbit trials.

“Yes, it's hectic but there’s nothing Angela’s Ashes. Literally overnight, : ; | I | At a trial the dog is tested on all aspects
as fasEinaTin}z .2."3 me tal}{ing H.bL)lIf his life chqngeii and Slldde]l:!y hO Umve‘rsrfy, BrOOk i Co e ?ﬂ%’@uf“e fﬁ“é}fél “ClliCIﬂ that would be éncou;]tei"ed du]'mgédéy';
me. Although after this T won't want bﬂ,‘fﬁ‘[:“"'lﬁff blglzihlot ‘mgt‘;’ g:?lebl‘if&:.q Family: Second wife Ellen, children, three . Favourite holiday destination: N shooting. When rabbits got scarce, the
to talk about myself any more,” he movig I L\:.vl;ottla {Aﬁggla‘;";\gsﬁgq plit grandchildren | Faveurite holiday destination: New heyday of the cocker faded as the
b“%ﬁs fourth publication could see boom, my life changed overnight. I | Favourite authors: PG Wodehouse and }’ork, begouse | don't visit home that often i?ﬁ{ggg%ﬁgggﬂs “I’\t}i(?\h‘ntl};g"l:hl’zlli}ggitg;ﬂ;g
the author finally put his past to bed ﬂ?gﬁ ey for the first time in my James Joyce, who “had a liberating affect on | favourite moto: | fried to be respected buf available, once again, cocker frial ore

# o s says bursting into life. "
and his next book, a novel, will see a I still takes him by surprise that | me

departure from his previous endeav- the little boy from the back Yinies of

ours. ol B =
His children’s story focuses on his Limerick has become a best-selling

L ) 4 ) —

i failed | becoming popular. In this column, I ar
[ hoping to review some of the cocker tri
als that will be held in this region during
|  the coming season




