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| WRITER. Mathias
| paulokat, in theimil- &
Tions-selling German
- -| magazine; Der Spiegel,

claims. that  Frank

SOttt the yiovel
and-film ‘Angela’s Ash-
egt did Limerick and
its 179,000 inhabitants
no favours. = YRS
“Holidaymakers now g
try, to. detour the city -
from a suitable dis-'
; 2 said ©,

nently-
; t_lleiirn'aga'z_ine,
Mathias waxes lyrical
Limerick and 'its

ns.
- Iviat S avticle
reproduce ‘below, was

by John, O’Sullivan, a
former - ‘Limerick
Leader employee Who
‘has, since the, 1960’s,
pbeen do iciled in Ger: -

5110 ok g e )

- Translation from the.
German. is by Ruth
O’Shaughnessy:
= Mathias = writes:
«vieCourt judged Lim-
erick harshly. -

“In his | novel,
‘Angela’s .Ashes!, -and
the film of the same
name, he described the
third-largest city in Tre- .
Jand as a-place where
disease was rife in the
lanes, which the. stoic
Trigh rain changed into
a mmudbath. -

“Limerick was a
curse, being a blessing
to finally escape,
according to MeCourt.

sMcCourt’'s dreary
tales did Iimerick and
its . 79,000 jinhabitants
no favours. Holiday-
makers try to detour
from a suitable dis- ©
-tance. Unjustly. There
is much to discover

«The Hunt Museum
in the city centre dis-
plays an excellent col-
lection of historical
Irish  exhibits; ‘the
restored King ‘John's.
Castle, built'from 1200

compa- Shannon Estuary.
: “Phe N69 to Foynes is a
hreeze compared to the Hast
wall Road in Dublin,” he
) - “But he warned that the
rting out  fourth crossing_of the River
the like;” Shanmon should be & funnel.
: “Phe implications of - a
‘who has  bridge lifting during rush
i hour are just horrendous. A
bridge could be Up for a half
hour is two ships.are coming
up the estuary,” he said. ¢
“But for the moment Mt

: Hetherington 18 taking every- | opportunity for & 0
npetitive  thing in and geftin oW | oieit into H{édm,-a‘“_l e
hannon  the region and his1 T e el L
Iy in the “wypt part of Limer-

fortune is
ext largest
the.

senit to this newspaper -

McCouti—rejected

& tv@reéé‘-'j‘ackete‘d
mers -into the next
T !

all fishing
f Ballina and
Killaloe direct]
banks of the Shamnon !
belong to the national
cultural heritage.

“In the Jocal
sach as Googers in Bal-

impressive west coast

fs of Moher,
the bare, rocky land-
e of the Burren, as

to the north,
hour’s drive,
from Li.mgerlck

the Killarne
Park, the Din

coastline and t
not overcrowd
of Beara, are the exX
sjon destinations to
south of Limerick.”

“But  even -1

the turf fire-

. He continues
village of .C

~also worth exploring.
eantiful Tand-: o050 i
; s - Wednesday €ev:
the ‘morth -east, "
the 30-km-1
Derg invites:
to enjoy the
on its hanks
bordering

“The Guerinfisi-
whoever has the
inclination caig
ck:-his fiddle, th}_g,l
whistle, accordion, i
tar. or ‘bodhrau,
join ‘Paddy i
playinga Jig
a tradition

ong  Lough -
the visitor: .

to 1212, . offers the - :
i Ireland pre
“itself exactly as
¢ knows it from illus-
ited: books and post--
ds: lush! meadows,
“ by  mossy
ls" and gorse -

Guerin 1%

conmell;: the pub




