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ting or former mem oers of Dub-
lin County Council.

Mr Lawlor would not comment
last night on speculation that he
might resign. However, he denied
reports that party backbenchers
had asked him to do so. “I'm
awaiting the publication  of the
Teport to see if it is factyal. I
haven’t a clue what I will do after
that,” he said.

The report will rajse serious
questions about Payments
received by Mr Lawlor in the
1980sand 1990s. It will also raise
questions about money received
by other Dublin party councillors
‘and former councillors, including
at least ‘one other Oireachtas -
member. I

Mr Lawlor’s letter signals that
he believes the party is not en-
titled to take any disciplinary
action against: him arising from

'| Payments he received since 199].

‘The inquiry was set up to exam-
ine any payments made to party
councillors between 1985 and
1999. Mr La
because he

“}[ County’ Council ‘seat in 7 9F, &
|'| payments to him" aftér. that date &
are excluded from th inquiry’s

wlor maintains that
lost e

dividiale ragis 2oy SIVEILIDYane
dividuals in this.inquiry ‘or previ-

ous ones and contains- general
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to refer in detail to Payments he
received after 199]. Mr Lawlor
last night disputed the inquiry’s
right to examine such Payments,
saying “their concern is did any-
one while a member of the coun-
cil receive any payment in
relation to how they voted”,

The inquiry is understood to
have examined the costs incurred
by various members in running
election campaigns and constitu-
ency offices, leaving open the
possibility that the report will en-
sure such costs incurred will now
be opened to wider scrutiny.
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Iéport was

major examination of

the points system in
cades, and its membership in-
cluded several leadin
and educationalists,
Another
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Council for

several de-
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by the
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and Assessment — found in some
cases there was more than double
the chance of getting
one subject over another.
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From Joe Carroll,
in Washington
WHEN Frank and Malachy Mc-
Court were just “a couple of bla-
guards” and short of cash they,
met Mike Houlihan who helped:
 them out. Now Mike wants some
fy the loot which' has” rolled"in" *
from  the best-selling - Angela’s
~Ashes, and o er. books by the .
brothers. GS AP R
e 1 o T
‘. Long before there was Angela
and her ashes, there was A Couple -
of Blaguards — 3 play ‘which
Frank and Malachy used to per-
form around the bars of New
York, based on the bad old days in

- ble schoolteacher and Malachy an .
actor, bar owner and boulevardier.
!n_ the early ‘1980s, they met

and* playwi‘igj_:f,-. :

in Chicago claiming 40°

Mike Houlihan, a Chicago actor o5

... An'1984, the McCourts signed a:

contract promising to pay. Mr
Houlihan and friends a percentage
of royalties from the play and any .
*“subsidiary” works for 15 years.
Now it’s payback time, says Mr

loulihan.® " |

reports that Mr Houlihan has;
ML AN action in a/federal court

. U per cent of
the profit from the brothers’ mem-
oirs¥ifor . the investors: in the
Blaguards. This could: -be . big
money. : 53

Frank has written Angela’s
Ashes which was also made into a
movig and-g follow-up called *Tis,
M’alg'c,hy:'hﬁ'?if‘ifﬁtt n 4
Swimming about .
venfures. . . .
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cCourt, noting that a

fair bit of money is involyed from
the four'million sales of his mem-

oir, says that Mr
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transport
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~ in‘at least 13 venues,
Production 'on a cruise
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A spokeswoman  for the De-
partment said yesterday it had set

up a Departmental group to jm.
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