THE Limerick Leader's Johp
the first

Journalist in Ireland to review

Angela’s Ashes, following 2
Screening in “Belfast Jast
November.

This was his view of the film
which  openg in Limerick this
evening.

This dark, harsh and brooding
two and a half hour movie—three

funerals in the opening half-hoyr_

directors John and ROSS*Hubbard,
Whose monthsg searching for talent

ave reaped dividends with some
brilliant pPerformances’ from -Joe
Breen as young Frank, Cj
Owens as middle Frank, Michae]

generally stays faithfu] to the book" e birth of
and nothing is left to the imaging: - - “Malachy and Angela McCourt.
tion as Limerick of the period ang - €N switches to the family’s

the McCourt family
souls.

bare their =

,- return to Limerick and ends with
: -‘F_‘:_‘g}% r;f{riving in New York on the

There are very few moment of - ‘. Iris

light relief, apart from Frank’s first

Visit to the Confessional, and his
days at Leamy’s, to deflect from

Limerick, seen as 3 forbidding sort

of place, Dboverty stricken under-the
thumb of the Church and Where the
rain never stops.

That’s the way it was, we were
told, and that’s the way it is pre-
sented. 10

Parker ‘angd screenwriter Laura
Jones focus on the more conven-
tionally dramatic elements of
McCourt’s life story.

It was one thing to read of Frank
McCourt’s
-Spent in the lanes .and slums of
Limerick but to see it on screen is
not pretty.

really drives the
McCourt message home in z film
not short in detail and that makeg
for rather_ heavy

Imiserable childhooqd .

;'; There are not too many Limerick
- locations which ) ;
- Disable—brief glimpses of Clancy’s

are instantly recog-
trand, Thomond Bridge, @

tra, you are likely to be very
disappointed.

John Murphy of the Irish Theatre
Company has 3 minor role, -as has
John Kenny of d’Unbelievables.

“Angela’s Ashes, which hag a
budget of around £25 million,

-makes for 5 fantastic piecerof cine-
ma.

Sure, it is depressing, sad, tragic,
moving and very Dickensian, but it
rémains a story wel] told. I have no
doubt that opinions will he divided.

at I will say is, if you are feel-
ing in any way depressed, delay see-
ing it until you are in better frame
of mind.

Either way, go along and see it and
make up your Own mind. :

Because of nudity, sexual content
and some bad language, it hag been
granted an over 155 cert, ]
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nts in the fourth annual Joe Bennis memorial golf tournament which raised

Milford Hospice

Paricpe




