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were claiming damages in a per-
_ sonal injury claim after an acci-
dent. John O’Sullivan, BL., for Ms
Griffin ahd Mr Burke (instructed
by Ger O’Neill, solicitor) claimed
that the report was “inaccurate” in
that it reported Judge Michael
Moriarty as saying that the plain-
tiffs were “turning litigation into a
cottage industry”, when, in fact,
according to Mr O’Sullivan, the
judge prefaced that with a nega-
tive.

Mr O’Sullivan told the court
that the report caused tremendous
upset and held Ms Griffin and Mr
Burke up to public odium.

Ms Griffin told the court that
she is separated from her husband
and lives with Thomas Burke.

In April 1994, Ms Griffin said,
she and Mr Burke were plaintiffs

in a personal injury claim after a
road traffic accident.

The judge made his decision
and the cdse 'Wwis réported in the
Limerick Leader.,She did not
bédome aware of anything after
the case until a friend phoned her
and told her to get the Limerick
Leader because there were “‘terri-
ble things” in it about her. On
reading the article, Ms Griffin
said she did not recall the judge
saying anything about “turning
litigation into a cottage industry”.

Ms Griffin said other people
also adverted to that remark. “I
was upset about it. It was not
true,” she said. She told the court
that she was looking for a job and
that her brother had told her she
would not get a job. |

Angela S Ashes

flare

PULITZER Prize win-
ner Frank McCourt
exaggerated his child-
hood poverty in inter-
national bestseller
Angela’s Ashes,
according to several
people who grew up in
the era, and who
remember the lanes of
Limerick.

“I don’t believe that
poverty ever existed,”
said barber Eddie
Morrissey, who grew up
on Joseph Street, and
who knew Frank’s three
brothers, Malachy, Alfie,
and Michael.

“But the fact that his
father was a chronic alco-
holic might have caused
some of his problems.”

Ald John Gilligan
agreed with this assess-
ment, sparking off a
debate when he appeared
on the Pat Kenny Show
on RTE-1 this Thursday
morning, claiming that
Limerick did not suffer
the poverty depicted in
Angela’s Ashes.

He said the book was
li:(.t a fa!.ll" depiction of

imeric m the lmes
and fortles e

Mr Mornssey said: 1
don’t remember his early
days on Windmill Street.
but they were as well off
as any of us in the lanes.
There was a lot of work
on the docks, and the
family lived reasonably
well.

“Things were relatively
good. Everyone was in
the same situation. Most
of that side of Limerick
were fed by offal, packet
and tripe, and rabbit.

“With half a crown
you’d feed half the road.

“There was an abun-
dance of cheap, good'
food. I would say he has
exaggerated conditions.

Frank McCoup

T think that arhen he
started the book 'he want-
ed to write about the
things that hurt him. But
I don’t believe times were

as rough 3
“Pye’
with people who grew up

with them, and they say
that the cCourts were
okay.”

He added that TB was
rife in the thirties, yet
none of the McCourts
succumbed to the disease.

Mr Morrissey dis-
missed claims that Frank
McCourt’s father would
have been discriminated-
against because of his
Northern origins:-

‘The confraternity was
very strong in those days,
and had a terrible influ-
ence as regards jobs but
if his father was a
Catholic he would have
had no problems,

; Tinted view? |
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I wouldn’t think it
would have been held
against his father that he
was from Northern
Ireland,

“But Frank has pui his
story together well, and '
fair play to him for that.”
JIMMY WOULFE "
reports:- The split in pub-
lic opinion over Angela’s
Ashes has spread to the
City Council.

Alderman Gilligan
described the book as a
“total and absolute work
of fiction.”

Ald Jim Kemmy and Clir
Jack Bourke have dis-
missed Ald Gilligan’s
assessment.that the book
is a total and absolute
work of fiction.”

Said Clir Bourke: “I read
the book and enjoyed it
immensely. It is a story
told through the eyes of a
very young child growing

0 See also P4

controversy

The award-winning hest-
saller, \ (LL)
up and through his ado-
lescence and the story of
the McCourt family.
“But while they had a
hard time in Limerick
they had just as hard
time in New York and it
has got nothing to do with
Limerick or New York,
but the fact that their
father, who everytime he
had money spent it on
booze.” )

Ald Gilligan said this
week: “If your father was
a chronic alcoholic you
had absolutely nothing. It
is time Frank McCourt
faced this fact: that is
why they were’so poverty
stricken, and so badly off.
But they were no worse
and no better than any-
body else.

“It certainly did not look
as if Limerick city at that
stage had anything to do
with what was in Frank
McCourt’s book.”

Clir Bourke pointed out
that in the book the
author went to great
pains to describe how
other families had proper
Christmas dinners when
all they had on that day
was a pig’s head.
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hn Gilligan, who

1 over 1,000 votes
1st local elections,
ided not to run in
ieral Election—
: he hasn’t the cash.
st,simply don’t have
1ey to mount a cam-
-it is as simple as

e said this week.
Gilligan camp reck-
buld take a mini-
f £6,000 to run, and
y more. He was
:d to run and while
ider to win a Dail
: certainly would
ken votes from John
im Kemmy and Jan
van in particular.

a very expensive
s—I would love to
Ben Dunne to fund
[ don’t,” joked the
-old from “The

onfirmed that he
1 in the next local
18 which he will use

Bg DYMPNA
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ectacle

A THREE day street
pageant spectacle with a
cast of over 3,000 will be
the Limerick Charter 800
launching pad for a perma-
nent city street theatre
group on the lines of
Macnas in Galway.

The Limerick 2000+ ini-
tiative, which includes the
Charter 800 programme

under its promotion strategy .

for the city, has joined with
FAS to set up a year-long

.employment and training

programme which will
bring the medieval era back
to life in a series of street
pageants over the July 4,5,
and 6 weekend.

Mammoth parades and
processions will depict the
arrival of the High King of
Ireland and the Celtic chief-
tains on July 2; the entry of

King John to the city will be
‘re-enacted on July 5 and a

great royal tournament will
be staged on Sunday July 6.

Based on the historic
events surrounding the
granting of the city charter
which made Limerick the

i Up vop
Breda O’Leary and Barry Gaynor rehearse at King
John's Castle for the July pageant. {LL)

This summer festival
centrepiece” of the Charter
800 year will involve vol-
untary and other groups
from throughout the city
including scouts, guides and
schools under the direction
of the 30 people whose
training has started this
week under a FAS commu-
nity employment scheme.

Thanks to the support
from FAS and ‘Limerick
2000+, the  volunteer
Umbrella Group street the-
atre company involving the
Belltable, Corporation and
the city VEC will get fund-
ing and training suppott to
set up a permanent street
theatre venture.

Brid Finn, who pioneered
the Umbrella Group two
years ago to add a new
street spectacle dimension
to the May Music Expo and
other events, is supervisor
of the 52-week FAS scheme
which began training its
first 11 recruits this week.

A total of 30 people will
get training in street theatre
skills, design and making of
costumes and props and
other special arts and grafts
at a specual headquarters
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“He also made the point
that very often when a
father went to England,
he never sent money back
home. A lot of other
fathers sent back money.
“Ald Gilligan is taking
the whole thing out of
context. The book is the
story of a boy telling
something that happened
to him in his lifetime. A
father who couldn’t keep

Christine Cowhey,
Dr Donal Murray,

chairwoman, Accord Limer
at the Accord offices, O
Margaret Dalton and Fr Joe Shire,

GENERAL NEws

ick, pmsahta the first copy of th
'Connell Street Limerick, watched
Q See LEISURE.

money in his hand, It is a
brilliant book.

“The family returned
from New York because
the father could not make
it there, the greatest city
in the world where there
was work everywhere.
Anybody who couldn’t
earn money there must
have had something
wrong with him. And his
father was a sick man
who was an alcoholic.
“This is a disease,” said
Clir Bourke.

He added: “I can’t see
any intelligent person
saying Limerick was the
most awful place in the
entire world. What Ald
Gilligan seems to be say-
ing is that very few peo-

-read it and realise that it
is not a depiction of
Limerick as it is today.
“Any intelligent person
will read it as a narrative
through the eyes of a
child. The book should be
seen for what it is, telling
the story of one family.”
Ald Gilligan said that at
that time most people
were poor, but they actu-
ally survived. =~ -
“That is why it is a total
and absolute work of fic-
tion,”" claimed Ald
Gilligan,

Deputy Kemmy, a close
friend of the author, said
that when the book was
launched in Limerick it
was.-the best attended
book IauPcl_;- ever in te

acclaimed'thronghout. the'

translated into a number

“Pulitzer Prizeés are not
given out to everybody.
Instead of putting
Limerick down, I think
he is putting Limerick on

would begrudge him that, .
1 égcessti}?%?l-gﬁldermah !
Kemmy. N

remaining under the super-

Court frees
jailed city
drug runner

A LIMERICK MAN who
was caught with £100,000
worth of ecstasy tablets has
had the balance of this
three-year sentence sus-
pended by Dublin Circuit
Criminal Court.

George Browne told gar-
dai he would “get a builet”
if he named the Limerick
“Mr Big” who organised
the drug run in 1995,

He made a £150 taxi
round-trip to collect the
drug from a contact at a
Dublin hotel.

The president of the cir-
cuit Court, Mr Frank Justice
Spain imposed a three year
sentence on June 12, 1996,
and requested that Mr
Browne get all necessary
drug counselling while in
custody. '

Mr Justice Spain set the
case down for review at this
time and' suspended the bal-
ance with’ Mr Browne

den in the front passenger

seat,

He said he was to be paid
200 tablets to collect the
drugs for “Mr Big” in
Limerick who had recruited
him after he accrued debts
as a result of the loss of his
taxi-driver employment, a
detective told~ Bruce
Antoniotti, BL, prosecuting,

Mr Browne said he had
abused ecstasy for a while
but stopped because he
believed it was a young per-
son's drug,

The taxi driver was not
involved in the crime, he
added in a statement,

The haul would have
been worth £100,000 in
1995, but the price per
tablets had dropped since
then, Ecstasy abuse was as
much a problem in
Limerick as it was in
Dublin and other ¢ities, the
court heard, AT

vision of the Probation and
Welfare Service,

Mr Browne (40) of St
Patrick’s'Road, Limerick,
pleaded guilty to possession
of 4,418 tablets for sale or
supply on'April 7,'1995.

Gardai stopped the taxi at'
Castletroy and'200"of the

tablets weré found in a bag |/ A
TinHIE shirt pdERENMNIEY

Browne pointed out ‘anpther
bag, containing the’rest of
the.drugs'which he had hid-

.!"

Cuppa tea *
THOUSANDS of Limerick

people will pour a cup of

tea on May | to help open a

new centre for the

Alzheimer Society in the

city. The society already

shas a da entre in

\Adar dhWDE SeLved at
the GlemWorth Hoter and
the Civic Trust office: sand

collections"will"bé hetd at
Dunne’s Jetland store,

~IRELAND’S MOST EXCLUSIVE
FURNITURE STORE WHERE WE

STOCK FURNITURE FROM ALL
4 PARTS OF THE WORLD

SALE
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Threat
of fight
stops
court

LIMERICK District Court
had to be adjourned, this
Thursday morning, as the
third fight of the morning
threatened to break out,
inside the courtroom.

The Gardaf explained to
Judge Michael O’Leary that
two people who were to be
charged on the morning are
involved in a long-standing
feud in the St Mary's Park
area.

At 10.15, the court heard,
a fight involving several

Again, at 10.25, five
minutes before proceedings
were due to start, two men
started fighting just outside
the courthouse.

And after about a“half-
an-hour of court proceed-
ings, Judge O’Leary had to
adj

court gne of two groups of

sively to each other.

When the state applied to
remand two men who were
involved in the incident in
custody, the judge found
that he was unable to do so
as they were presently on
bail, and the state could not
fully prove them to be in
breach of the conditions of
bail, as they had not wit-
nessed the full incident on
the steps of the courthouse.

The two, John Ryan (41),
of 68 Lee Estate, Limrick,
and Kieran Collopy (21) of
38 St Ita's Street, Limerick,
were remanded on continu-
ing bail, and Judge O'Leary
said, “T think we will just
put it back and wait for fur-
ther instalments on the
pugilistic front,”

He warned that anyone
who wished to get involved
in another punch-up, “may
well find themselves in a
different place for a few
hours, or a few weeks”,

Jockey

o *:men broke out on the steps
s, of the courthouse, i

mef™who"were calling aby-'

Li

Cro
Punch.
Leade
Dermc
of
Geragl
Griffin
the vie
Moriar
ated he

Mr
never
injured

Ms (

* rect.”

MrF
the paj
Were n«

Ms
know,
the tim

Aske
if she h
Ms
“Barely

On f{
nation
replied:
judge s:

Ms ¢
she has
three ot

Put t
Punch 1
had stai
woman
ty to be
bolts, h:
one clai
few ye
“Yes. T
he mear
saying it

John
Griffin’s
person'h
the %
remark t:
went to 1

-Ryan for

him seve
He tol
has not
since.
“T hay

/and emb;
aI’Mrr‘%'{
. became ;
when a fi

On an
was hirec
Mr Burl
pulled as
the cott:
going”,

“T was
added.

Mr Bu
did not sa
ing litigar
industry,

Mr Pur
say?”

Mr Bur
time ago,
ber much
he did not
industry.”

Put to
Judge Mo
opinion th
to get mor
personal




