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thy Cup to Mick Mackey, - at

|the - conclusion. of . the. 1936 .All-

'Ireland Senior Hurling Finui, sob

U Keetfe, Kiigenny bofn YPresigent

of the ‘G.A.A. saia: “Gaels of L.me- .

ik, Lwish to congratuitete you on
- jthis great victory, andg to congra-~
(tulate Mick Mackey, captain, on
1 his magn ficent teain of nurlers.

nistoric name. of Limerick on the

.coveted roll ‘of honour of Ireland’s
ampionsh.p list. By their victory

'here to-day they have established

| the name of Limerick-as the great-
fest hurling team .of this year, and
- jhot only that but the greatest hur-
(1 ling cownbinat.on of al: time.” |
- | :That -this was not an individual
{opinion was demonstrated when
“Green Flag,” writing inthe “Irish
Press’” thy following rnorning said:
“Youth, dash and strength were
ihe steps by which the Shannon-
- |siders climbed back to fame, and
Jwhile . Kilkenny fought galiantly
the Limerickmen, as vime ‘went by,
hurled:with greater confidence and
iclan, and by .their victory take
rank &s the greatest side of any
time in the anmals of the Gael”
"“The crowg was the biggest cver
to attend a sporting fixture of any
Idescr.ption in this country, and ex-
ceeds by 4,644 the previous record
for @ hurling final, set up last year
when. Kilkenny and Limerick were
also the contestants.” - -
- Writing/'in the “Even’'ng Herald,”
“PE. said: “Yesterday 1 icoked at

Ibesn my good fortune to see in a
lifet.me. in the -course of which 1
saw nearly all the great players of
the game. - |
| good fortune to see the likes of this
‘| maghnificent Limerick team again.

They were superb.” - L
“An t-Iomanaidhe,” writing in the
“Kilkenny People,” said: “The
battle is lost-and won., The All-
~ |1reland ~Senior. ~Hurling Final of
- 11936: forecast by common cons ent
. | the greatest final in Gael.c history,
" {is over. Rising to inspired heights,
SBhannonside brawn, muscle and

with' reckless abandeon, a do or die

| Gaelie history. The champions fell
and . -the challecngers went on to
score:"the finest victory which has
jever graced the Shannon’s banks.
. ‘These gll time groats of Limerick

not o the green sward of Croke
Perlk,“but aroung the festive board,
to welcome back to. Limerick one

 jof their number—full-back Tommy

- | McCarthy home for a short holi-
| day,.after over twenty years: in
1 Tommy's homecoming—a joyous
| event for .all his former colleagues

1 was = made - unforgettable by the

| get-together of ‘the old timers to
hongur-the notable occasion. -
tion. . Far from it! Just a tribute
1 from 'the' men .of
‘years surrounding
their very .own.

period responded to the call,

.| small;: ~championship,

| smail, ip, league
{-tournament, with the same
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1 - Four  toasts' were. ‘hononred—

|| Charming wife
| Journey. from
| Were- nearer home,.

| one who had come b

k

| of the ‘most col

1
~ .lcongratulate them on writing the

-+ don

the ‘greatest hurling team it has-

We may not have the

 physigue flung itself into the fray |

| effort that will live for all time in

‘hurling: lined out aga.n-1ast week—

| and" his hosts of Gaelic admirers—

1 happy . thought that prompted the

‘This_ was no cold, official recep-.

1936 and - the’
it .to one of
i v Orgamnised by a
.| trio of .the great’ men of the hal-
- %gihsggsand; LI\ITIQ(E gfggﬁgilhﬂ%_}ﬁmoum of Limerick draped the tables|
| reflected the spirit of the entirei®
team was demonstrated when %n%
% by one the great hurlers of t al display.
" The grand Limerick team of all ! o LAELOrable €3 A |
' | the talents—*“the greatest hurling ¢lubs of the period were commein-
combination: of all time "—had one orated in the menu, which aroused

remarkable attribute :' they tu rned
1out for every engagement, big or
or
Tourr | ame admir-
|l.gble” spirit, and if Limerick. was
__billed to play a match—it ‘mottered 21506 4
B | | C | Emerald
;
" |Roast _and 'Cham
[Sweet . Fledamore 'Trifle,
| Fruit ‘Salad, New York

| introduced by Timm

| to this'final moti

| night 'J:.‘W,illl'__ live
| Words, cannot ¢
| express.- my. gratitude

1 to this
| Dave (1

.| Players "present,
{ on th ' '
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hot the. trophy or the object—the
full tifteen :‘turned. up for the fix-
ture in' all ‘their glory and gave
everything ' they 'had, to become
one- of the most popular teams in
the land, from a ‘spectator view-
point. . -7 SO
That grand spirit was again in
evidence at the Shannon Arms
Hotel last '’ Thursday night week.
Lined up  to. greet their old com-
rade were those gallant hurlers—
still ‘fine specimens of Gaelic man-
hood despite the
‘ter: of a century—Tom Shinney
(Fedamore), Ned Cregan
castle West),
. (Effin),
licerana),

Paddy Carroll
-Mick Xennedy - (Young
lana), Micky Cross (Claughaun),
‘Paddy Clohosey (Fedamore),
Maurice Power (Old Pallas),
- Timmy -Ryan (Ahane), Mick Ryan
}(L{[I.1rrm~3):‘,_r John. Mackey (Ahane),
' Mick: Mackey - (Ahane), Jimmy
Close (Ahane),
(Croom), Paddy. McMahon
‘dimo), Davy Clohosey (Fedamore),
. Micky PFitzgibbon (Young Ire-
 land), Pat ‘Ryan (Murroe), Tommy
Cooke (Knockaney), Micky Con-
} (Fedamore) and Mick’ Hickey
| (Ahane). - Could they be induced
to don the old col
could hardly doubt
give an excellen
 selves, |

Al
rJ

l Lad L}'.L;.b
'had a grand galaxy of figures clos-
1ely associateq with the teem aqll
through their yearg. of greatness.
I have already said'it wes an un-
ftorgettable occasion—it was one,
ttoo, -of deep
many a' tear unashamably Wwiped
away' as old friends gripped hands
again, and old events: were, recalled
ug;:h ‘a . relish that was unmistak-
able. | | ’

wh-

- I heard

(Kil-

t account of them-

rigoursh of cpllege hurling ip the
okdd deys, and some memorable
clashes ' between “Christians” and
“Munchins” were:ihe subject of a

1bit of lively banter.

1

Micky <Cross con.fesé'eﬂ - he

Was

thig. night of unalloyed joy,””
the actions by which. he illustrated

evening’s -~ enjoyment ‘demonstra-
ted plainly enougp that Micky Te-
tains much of the fine swing of ‘his
hurling days. / -
 'The Claughaun man was n

'teams to render a good song.
Timmy and Mick Ryan, Mick Ken-
nedy, Paddy Clohessy, Paddy Mc-
Mahon, Paddy Carroll, all contri-
buted- to this part of the pro-
gramme, -very capably compered
by one of the great hurlers of a
later period. Dermot Kelly, whose
own: rendering of “Dromcollogher’™
‘was a real gem, We had a stirring
recitation -from Very, Rev - E.
Canon | Punch, P.P:.: songs from
Very Rev., D. Rea, P.P.:

Guiltenane and a number of lady
guests, to round: off a memorable

t the dinner, and some of the fine
Cups won by the team during the
years from 1932 to 1938 were on

The memora;b_le events .andf' great

much favourable ¢omment. |
worth = studying *— Jubilee Fruit
~Cake,  Young  Ireland Vegetable
Soup, Consomme ‘St. Patrick, May-
~onnaise of Croom Salmon, Roast
[ Ahane Chicken: Bread Sauce’ Kil-

i b A e 1 i b gy
T gl

end. 'V
~Lieagt

“Champions

of Cauliflower.

Collars

_Newecastle
Coffee, Cap-

pamore : Cheese and Feenagh Bis-

“Eire,” proposed .by Ned' Cregan,

| who presided at the dinner; “ The

G.AA," proposed by Very Rev. E.

O'Connell; “The ‘Lime-
rick Team,” -
Humphries, the

phri reply coming from
Mick Mackey,

and “Our Guests,”
y Ryan and
answered by.Tom McCarthy. - |
“The.  Kilfinane man was deeply
‘moved. and when he rose to reply
on he was' over-
come with emotion. He ; said,
‘Simply " “The, memory of this
with me forever.
ome. to, adequately
A thousand

s

thanks to all of you.” ° P
. From -all quarters they  rallied
nost. enjoyable  function—
‘lohosey crossed the water
to attend; Maurice Power and his

drove the. long
Trim; the others
~but all . gave

passage of quar-.

(New-

Jacky  O’Connell’

ours again, one;
but they would |

- With"the,"actua] players we

-emotion, and I saw!

d Paddy Clohessy discuss |
with" Very Rev. D. Rea, P.P. the!

“at least ten years younger afte‘r'*
and |

hig . musieal ~contribution to thel

. _ | ot by |
any means the only one of the old

- D. "Rev..
G. 'McNamee, Joe Duggan, Sean

.The.gre'eﬁ_a,_mi white 'huﬂ’ing col-,
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' Canon Punch, and responded to
| by Jacky __
proposed by Tim

‘earnest of their desire “to honour
>ack-——the hero
hurling encounter

of many a great
—Tommy

McCarthy - of Kilfinane, |

had his good wife
to add colour and
was certainly* one
| _colourful: occasions in
long = history of Limerick

is occasion
what

charm to

fhe'

1 Gaeldom.

| McCarthy’s
| hope to give

gthe ‘stor
'huang .
"in suce

~In relatin y of _Z'Tof“inmy
-Prowess, I
eeding - issues,
Lhe great Lime-
ade hurling his-
lde in the great

’

So0me memories of th
rick ' team. that magd
tory for" 1]
days.,

‘Shannons
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SHORTLY after the formatlon of-'—-
the G.A.A,, the Gaels of Kllﬁn-
ane -formed a hurling club. So
numerous were the appllcatlons fror{_
-membmehlp, the promoters were
- forced

twenty-one: best men for the first
team... The players chosen were:
John Downes, who was appomted
Captain;’ De,n Downes,
{ Downes;: Tom Wa.llace Tom  Lin-
i nane,: John Roche Bryan Ryan,
Pe,trlok Plgott Jerry Coomey,
Michsaei Brazill, Petrlck Connery;

. P, - Dunworth, M.. O’Shaughnessy, |

| John MoBonald Denis Carey, Dan

-Shanehen J. Aheln Jack Sullivan,:

Thomas -
and Parrlok Leahy

To .the brothers Downee may be

1 givern 'the honour  of the, organisa-

| tion and they

| the brothers Michael and Tom:
| Finn- »e-—fe,ther and unolze respec- |
tively, - of ‘the - two All =Ireland

Mick |

were ably &SSIS‘tEd by |

LAY CENANGN (OE SN B OLYELL

_"only
-_ﬁgured in the All-Ireland final His

(By SEAMUS 0 CEALLAIGH)

elghteeri yeere ‘when he

father, Mwheel was a member of.

__Kﬂﬁnane..: ﬁrsr. hurling team, and
‘botn father 'and son played to- |~
to hold a series. of trial |
' matches from which to select their |

gether in many - great games.
Thomas. P. McCarthy

;complete re-orgams&tron of the Kil-
finane Club in 1905 and William

Drake became Secretary, a positioa

‘he beld for ten vears, when Lo

OSheue‘hnesey took over, It wes
under the guidance of the latter

‘that our subject was first. mtro-

‘duced. to Kilfinane hurlmg,

X »ell-«kno D
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“subject ef ‘Our skefch Tommy
Carthy:-
club were:. Mloha.el Carey, Pree1dent

and Patrick MeCarthy, who. com-~:

bined the posts of Treasurer and

Secretary. . -

A monster’ f‘ourne,ment maugur-
ated the birth of hurling, with the
meéting of Ballyhea and Stakers|
in the Courge Field. The first
match played by the “Emmets,”
the name by which the. Kilfinane !
. team ~ was known, was agaihst”
uormansr.own from whwh they
;came out: suoceesful During the
'followmg two years they played
several -games and gained three
cups, ‘winning at Ballyorgan, Bul-
gaden and Elton. In -addition, they .
. Won a ﬂne set of medais at Be.lly—
landers,  playing  seémi-final 'md
-final on the same day. . .=

‘These lady trained: eernestly e,nd
in addition to 'some fine' bouts of,
hurling, they indulged in a variety
of athletic évents each evening, the
principal exponents including Dan’
Shanahan; Jack and Mick Connery,

Denis Carey and a host -of others,"’

who helped to. emblazon the name’
of Kilfinane on the front page of
Ireland’s athletic story. -~

A signal “honour -was conferred
pn the: parlsh in 1888 when four
membere were selected by  the
3.AA. for the giant undertaking
ofl the infant Assoole,tlon—_the e,thu
letic. and- hurhng “invasion - of -
America, - an “event that epread
Trish athletic influence across the.
Atlantic.. The Kilfinane men on.
that courageous venture were Dan
Shannahan, Jack MeCarchy and the

brothars Mmk and Jack: Connery. :

The- “Parnell Split” almost
Wreoked the GAA but, the youth-
fui  /Association weathered ‘the
storm and --_--.pla:y-ed a leading p_ar_t
‘a short time later in healing the
differences; as it did again on a-
later date, following the dleeetrous
Civil ‘War of 1922, | :

“In common with 1'1’10::;. elube ‘he
Kilfinane team disbanded foil owlng

the County Final of 1890, which
they lost on a re-play to South
Liberties.” Four .years Ilauter the

club was revived and Xilfinane
commenced building the team that.
won the great All-lreland double of
(igg';nplonemp and Croke Cup in

In. Januery, 1896, - Lllﬁnane
figured in a memorsible game. at
Charleville . “with Balivhea, - who
were Cork County Champlons at
the period, and’ the L.merick lads.
lost by a soh*ery point. From that
evening until July, 1502, over Six
years later, they en]Jved an. vn-
beaten record — ar 1mralre Me
aehlevement P

Recallmg that perlod some tnne
ago, a- Veteren Kilfinane Gael said
it was - all the mouore wonderful
beoause ofi  the . diuficutias.. the
| players exper: enzed in- ﬁndmg
field to train. “I gaw the players
|.Hunted from field to ﬁeld and-

- E

‘actually saw them preotlce on the "’ball fame wa's.

.-doublee Hard Ball Champlonehip

_mountam,” he sald “1 remember
'enother ‘Sunday,” he continued,
“we. went into the Pa,rlsh Priest’s
fieid.. In due time he came: a,long
in his four-wheeler and ordered -us
to . clear out. 'The ‘boys were
._str1pped for a match at the time:
~and only. went ‘to the other end of
| he field. . His reverence had his
field glasses up in order ‘to dis~
cover  who -was - there .and ﬁnally
he opened the gate and, driving in,
picked ‘up a- ‘coat and boots e.ndf
drove - off. They ‘were returned.
that mght end he was goon one: of
the best: followers the team ‘had,
- being always Teady . Wlth *: sub-
_.scrlptzon to -keep the: game ‘going.”.
- The officers of the  club during |
a‘.thrs record-breaking ™ spell * were

-[Jemee Downes, President; T. Tobm
and - Ji Reldy, Vice: Preeldents,, T, -
‘MecCarthy, - Treasurer, with- M,
Flynn and J. Tobin the: Seeretarlee

The team won . eleven .‘sets  of
I.medals moludmg the Ail-]freland
‘and - Munster: Champmnshm,. the.

Croke Cup and two County Cham-
pmnehrps “Tommy Brazill: one of-
-the VICLOI‘IOIMS All-Ireland men, wae

- -pleyers Mle a:nd Jack Finn.’ Pat...
TiCHusLnornatl, a = Loty

The: first- ofﬁeers of the fert.
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1947 weos a2 most suooee*Fhl yearJ
for
| which:
Riordan, Wﬂham Qumnf

‘the  Kilfinane Club," during
‘they won. the Dw..m”e e
Toornament final, an 1mo*ge*tebze

amie against Cork Sarstields in the

W‘umoy Cup decider and- a set

feat:ng - the Dublin Cnmmermale to
tatie tme fine- ’eroi, Y.} |

N sarae YE&T, iommy ‘MceCar-
thy was ‘born, ind when we en-
cer 1‘1ter ‘the 11ex1.. great Kilfinane

epell the areat .0id worker

r ,:__E;;;-;a}fﬁnene Jesuer ng,

1

._--,1, 5 :
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-:hurlmg m 11:5 once gredt q‘r"“g”

-_holrl
I seven yeare t'-)ev plu,yed sixty-

..,three games and.’ had scme notable
including a set of hur--

successes,
ieys won  at Kildorrery; the Kil-
finane Feis medals, secured agemst
Kilmallock:; recordmg victories
over noted clube, Redmonds (Cork),

Shanballymore, Mallow, Vewoastle'r”
West, Ra.thkeale, Butteve,nt Feda-

more, Bellyhea, Sarsfields Bruree,
Claughaun, Hospital, Elton, Brulif,
Cappamore, Charlevﬂle

Murroe.

There were ‘no . minor oompetl—
-Ltlons in Tommy’s young days, and
1 he took -his place with the men
whilst still a lad of tender years.
He was growmg to manhood
around the perlod when Mick
Tobin ereeted the fine’
down by the old mill, and Tommy

soon became an: ardent devotee of |

this grand game. -

‘I was’ a regular visitor to. Kil-
ﬁnane in/ those ‘exciting days, and
| remember the huge

ster decider, in which the peeriless
Johnny Bowles had a terrific tussle
with 'Gus Moriarty of Mallow. 1

met Tommy_ for the first time that |

hectic evemng, and was to -enjoy
his company : at handball e'ather-
mgs for several seasons.”
~He.was a first-class handballer
—one of the best Kilfinane -~ pro-
duced~and I remember a notable
occasion, when- partnered by Willie
Harris, I think, he figured
stlrrmg tussle Wlth Johnny Bpwles

and Jimmy Klrby--—-—both holders of

Munster Seéenior Champlonshlp

"medals at the time. |
I 'remember the visit of a strong

Kilfinane side to Hospital another

jday, and a great game petween

Tommy McCarthy and Willie Han-

non against Stephen Gleeson andj|
Fedamore,

which the. latter won, 21-19, 12-21,

Tommy -Shinney .of
21-3. Tommy Meaney of Bruff was
the referee,
was  in ‘senior
Other . Kﬂfinane lads' who played
in I-Ioe ital that evening were  P.

Callaghan, P. Ryan and P O’'Sul-

livan; with J. thzgerald one - of

the referees.

"Two great Lnnermk hurlers of |
after years—Tommy McCarthy and

Paddv. Clohosey,. were in oppomtlon
at  Fedamore Ballcourt in
February, 1927, in a, County: Lime-
rick Singles Soft Ball Champion-
ship tie, which the Kilfinane lads

won, 21 18 21-16, 21-15, 21-17. Bobby|
Kllﬁnene en-4
thusiast of the period, referecd the

O’Sulhvan a great

ofi.
1 seventeen bicycles at Nenagh, de-|-

ballcourt

late

effected a |

Thomes P

{v 5
i - ’Che Tast :outs? ahdmg 1
‘period. rhe hl‘:t')“V nf . semor

- Bally-|
organ, Ardpatrlok T1ppere,ry and. |

crowd that|
gathered th_ere for the great Mun-

B

“in al

and the competition|
doubles-hard - ball.

second game  at the 'same venue,| -

Iin‘which Michael Real of Hospital
beat Tommy Shinney . of Fedamore.
‘Tommy’s strongest bid for. hand-

in the. junior

of 1926, 'in Wh1oh himself - and

‘Willie Hannon were runners-up to
one of the best pair-even to win
I'the County crown — the present

revered parish prlest of ‘Rathkeale

—Very Rev. W. J. Canon Carroll,
who has done troJan ‘work for
handball all down :the yeals, and
'Danny Kelly of Ballmgarry

‘The day Tommy really: érashed |

the ‘hurling. headlines  for- ithe first

time was July 25th, 1926, ‘when he|

played a stirring: game for the Kil-

finane team, beaten by’ what is gen- |
te&mﬁh

erally ret*ed /the - greetest
Cleugheun ever puton the field. The
lads were’ regarded by many
i as ‘lucky winnhers that ‘day;  the
.sScoreboard readmg in their favour
‘being, 4-3. to '3-2, e,fter a.game fit
to rank with. the epws of “hiirling.
| Tommy played on - the . great Joe

1 T'wager ) OGredy, then  in his

glomou“s heyday, on. - that oocesmn
and so. well /did he

‘his’ dlsplay earned for him the dis-|
I tinction: of  donning the County -

Jereey for the firet tlme

perform that :




