THE Garda investigation into the
killing of Det Garda Jerry McCahe
in 1995 was one of the biggest ever
in the history of the State

tWo years to bring the
men mvolved to court—the last
was not captured until March 1988,

It took

house in County Cavan,
As well as Mr Walsh, the others
involved, Jeremiah Shechy of

Abbey Park, Rathkeale; Michael
O'Neill of Lisheen Park, Patrick-
swell, and Pearse MeCauley of

Strabane, Tyrone, were members

The intense investigation of the IRA's Munster battalion, a
received a major early break-  notorious unit which carried outa
through when fire bombs placed in number of armed robberies across

the Pajero jeep and the
car, a Mitsubishi Lancer failed to
detonate, This car was abandoned
six miles from Afare in a wooded been
area near Croom. Forensic sxami-

nations of
valuable evidence.

Revin Walsh of Lisheen Park,
Patrickswell was the last of the
tive to be caught when a team from
the Emergency’' Response Unit
swooped on an isolated IRA safe-

petaway MNorth Munster,
Mr Walsh headed up the Ang
and is believed by gardai to have

the gunman who fired the
fatal shots which killed Jerry

both vehicles yielded MeCabe and badly injured Det
Garda Ben O"Sullivan.

Mr Walsh was involved in a pre-
vious robbery in 19984 in Kilmal-
lock when he fired on gardai as his
gang escaped. He is also believed
to be linked to the IRA's ruling

Bright summer’s
day casts a long,
dark shadow

DET Garda Jerry
MeCabe died on the
bright, sunny morn-
i ,?“ of June 7, 1996 in
Adare,

Der McCabe accompa
nied by his colleague, Det
Garda Ben O'Sullivan left
Limerick escorting a post
office

After completing the
J-mile journey to Adare,
" lorry stopped outside
v small post office in
Adere near the bus stop.
The unmarked navy blue
i35 Ford Mondeo syt
tar driven by Carda
U'Sullivan  stopped &
zmall distance behind it

Seconds later a stolen
Haiern E""? rammed ingo
the back of the patrol cap
A number of men bran-

lorry driven by

dishing AK4T Kalasnitoy
AEARETE riffes surrosrded
the can a hail of punfiye
Cipped through the car's
metal and shattered the
windows,

Siting in the passenger
AL, Garda MeCalwe dioe
immedinte]y e
3ullivan was serlously
wounded, bt manapged to
Feacil acress o his eo)-
league's hand to fry and
feel s pulse. He knew thar
Lardn Mecabe was cheqd,

Th postal bags which
SOOI e Ponsioners
WA estimated value of
CHMLEMY  wore in SO
netal  baskets  which
made it impossible fior
LCEe gang  imvolved o
ARE a quick snatch and
Eeraway They deowve off
ac =pemndd withour attemp.
i ke anvihing from
the pest office lorey

First at the scene was
local curnte Fr Denls
Mullane, who whispered
the Last Hiles to Carda
MeCabe, He was accom.
panied by local docior
abek Van Huvik, who
gave metdicol assgisianes
o the wounded Doer ¢°Syl.

Report

army council. Jeremiah Sheshy is
believed to have been a low rank-
ing IRA figure who was present in
A to provide muscle if needed.

Michael O'Neill, a labourer, was
a neighbour and right-hand man
of Mr Walsh. He was one of the
gemwa? drivers during the Adare
raid.

Pearse McAuley was a hardensd
IRA veteran from campaigns in
the North and Britain. He had pre-
viously benefited from early
release for the first IRA ceasefire
after receiving a seven-year sen-
tence for being arrested with a
handgun in 1993

The trial of the four men
charged with the capital murder of

Garda MeCabe opened in the -

cial Criminal court in Jangy ¥
1999, Punishment under that ean.

Eave a message on behall
of his famlly In which he
said: "Dad's deep and
abiding love for his chils

viction carried a mandatory 49-
Year sentence,

However, on the seventh day of
the trial, Patrick Harty a 53-year-
old farmer from Toomevars in
North Tipperary, was jailed for 13
months for contempt of court after
refusing to give evidence at the
trial. Two other witnesses also
later refused to give evidence. Gar-
dal believe all three individnals
were intimidated by the IRA.

Then followed a sensational
development when the State's
prosecuting counsel indicated
they were prepared to accept pleas
of guilty to manslaughter

In February 1999, Mr McCauley

and Mr Walsh were sentenced to 14

years sentence for manslaughter
Mr Sheehy received a 12-year

sentence for manslaughter while
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Jerry McCabe’s killers took two

Mr O'Neill was jailed for 11 years.
A fifth.m John. Quinn, of
Faha, Patrickswell, pleaded guilty
to conspirach to-commit a robbery
and received a six-year sentence.
After Initially being sentenced
to Portlaoise Prison, concern
about a possible early release of
the four, grew among the Garda
Representative Association and
the McCabe family when the IRA
men werg moved to the low-gecn-
rity prison gt Castlerea, Roscom-
mgn-in 1999, As a result of this,
Ann MeCabe met the then Minis-
ter for Justice, John O'Donoghue,
in December 1999, who reassured
her that there would be no early
release for the four i
OWing year, wWerse
transferred back to Portlacise
along with six other republican

-

risoners following an incident at
t&er&a when a m officar
was detained against his will.
They were later brought back to
terea where they posed for
pictures with Sinn Féin TDs in

Here the men have ved rela-
tive luxurious surroundings ina
bungalow complex The

Grove. Each has their own frant
door keys and is able to order take-
away food and have personal shop-
ping lists. They also avail of
microwaves, od players, telavi-
sions, videos and washing
machines. .
At the

Sheehy in February 2008, whils Mr
Walsh and Mr MeCauley are not
due to be freed until Augntst 2008,

livan,

Twelve empty gun
shells were later recor.
ered at the scene

Jerry MeCabe was 52
vears old when he was
killed. Originally fram
Ballylongford, he
attended Rockweil Col
lege before joining the
ardal at the age of 91,

Jerry was based in
Dundrwm, Tipperary.
before moving 1o Limer.
ick wheré™he spent the
remainder of his service
In June 1973 he joined the
detective branch in Lim.
erick and was tewmed wp
with Ben O°Sallivan. his
Rertner fer the remain
der of bis cares:

Carda McCabe maryiod
4 Limerick hatrdresser
ann, and they had five
children- -fouy boys,
Johin, Mark, lan and Ross
and one girl, Stacy, all
now aped from 24 (o35
John, the eldost foflowed
his Mthor's footsteps and
Juined the Gordai and
serves im Clare

Gardn MoCabe beeame
a familiar and popular
figure in Limerick dur
ing his 23 years |n the
apecial Branch, He took
PAart i many high prafle
mvestigations and his
Wwork led to the recovery
ol & baby snatehied fros
her parents in Englind
and brought to Linerick
b%r a babysitter. The suory
of baby Farrah Quil wys
natlonal news jn Augist
1592, b

Among Jerry's inter.
es5ts  included  warkin
under cor bonnets gr fid.
diing with ¢lectrical gad-
Hotry

He  protected many
high profile visitars o

Finucane

DUGGAN

Limerick, and in the
House of Commons, for-
mer Norihern Secretary
Tom Hing am-.d a moving
tribute 1o the dead parda
whom he had befriended
while awending a mests
ing of the British mpd
[rish Inter-Parliamentary
Body in Adare. He had
alzo served as bodyguard
for former Ministor for
fndustey and Commorep
ez O'Malloy  For five
VA,

On  Sunday. Jupe 9
IH9E, an cstimated 20,000
guewed outside Thomp
Ao0m% Funeral Home an
Thomas Street (o sympn.
thise with the Beredved
family It was one of (he
Bigieest Minerals over
thee el

Une of the many joure
nalists whe came to b
arick o cover the slory
was  Veronden  Guerin
who 4 few weeks [ater
was shot dead ot Npew
lands Cross on e soutly
side of the capll by a
Dublin drugs gang

The US Ambussador
dean Kennedy Smith. vis
ited thd MetUale hone
and  gave Ann Mel nhe
Posary bends which had
belonged o hep lager
mather, Husg Mooy,

Wit il diestl s vhe gpee of

10 Mres MeCabe Inise
wid the Limerick Leagder
she “prayed with them
VT SEe.™

Presidemt Mary Robin
=00 and the  thon
Tasisench, John Fruaton,
Mong with thousands of
mourners aliended thp
[uneral Muss ai (he Holy
Rosary Church, Ennis

Road, on Monday June
I,

Garda John MoeCabe.

drem  was . ebvious o
I:"-'ET:-.'IJ-D-dF. Each one of us
atways felt very special i
him and as we grew aur
relationships with him
developed into ones of
lriendship as well as fam.
ily 1 know that I speak for
my sister and brothops
when [ say that we have a
tremendous pride in
everything dod did, "

When Etiep O Sullivan
wias rushed' o Limerick
Heglonal Hospital, his
wile, Ann, & nurse at the
hospital was not on du
but rushed scross town
from the family Bome in
Larkally to Dooradoyie.

Be hoad bullet weounds
e his upper body apd he
e L B EfRErgency
SUFEM'Y. He wad ifans-
lerrod (1] Creom
Urihopaedic  Hospita
ackd was later transferred
by Afr Corps helicopier
I ‘Turther treatment in
LN [HETE A ralmg
physigue, develozed
through hiz invalvemeni
oF inp-of war CEMTIHeL -
tions, had manaped 1o
save his il

I 1984 Garda O sajis
i received s ol S
Mednl for disarmnoe g
HiHTH] Wl slinKl i
Childders Road el
PRl & locwied shagpor
Al mobaprses,

Following the Al
mLonck. he receividd 3 sep
vl gold Seatt Medaf e
il the time was the only
elTicer sver in the Gaedy
Siochdna o receive 1w
pold Seoit Moy

Hen OSulllvan i g-

nalive of ."-Tun_-.--m-;a:-;|1.-:.
near Mallow Fe jopned
the Terce in 195 0 has
been based in LTk
sinee them. The (F%5ulli.
van's have four chil
dien. John,  Aarianne
Esrlyn and Aoifis

Gardai meet in Adare: Paul Browna,
ta the media after their meeting in th

LIMERICK Gardaf zaid
are “less than happy™ fol-
having a showdown with
Taviseach Bertie Aheen
and .Justice Minister
bichacl MeDowsld this

woek  coneerning  the
early  release of  the
killers of Dot Carda
Jerry MeCabe,

“There wis no abzolite
Tommilment o us hot
ihe release of the killers
would not take place ™
sakd GRA Contral Exeeu.

tive  Council . memiser
Limerick Garda Pl
Hremne

Limerick moembers of

“the GRA spent an hoor

and-aeguarter with the
Taoigdarh amd Justjce
Minister an the Diil,

"W outlined our pmi-
tion  specifically  They
wienn Jinto i bl of polir-
el sufT In firness o
the Taciseach, he wos
very furthooming, There
b= & I of political conno.
R ans. 'I“'|-|:- reloase wif|
! happen  today o
CEHTIORT TENW S W Are ppat
ttealing with what might
be-," satid Mr Browne

He mlso made it cloar
al the GHA woene nog
vronsidering sirike
Al

"We are the notiopanl
prelice foree and are thesep

s
, %
3 o e ..’
- =

i

il .rl.l-" '-'J
g

A
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iy
LI

loft, GRA Cantral Executive
o Woodlands Hotel, Addre, this Monday

Provos in prison

Family of shot gurda ‘shattered’ at photo of Dail

deputies with the men convicted of detective's death
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10 serve the publie who
are fully behind us on
this, We have never said
wie would nof provide or
HI.IL_IH GGanda services” he
galid.

Un Monday, 20 GRA
reprosentatives of the
dDl-strong  Limerick
Garda Division met in
whered Garda
MceCobe was unnesd
down in 1996, far an
Cangry and emotiona]”
fouwr hour meeting.

Afler the meeting, GRA
regional chalrman Kevin
MeCarthy sald: “These
people should not be
reteased. We ape totally

Adare,
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opposes

against the release of
these killers. They aeted
4% common criminzls
when they cold-blooded]
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never exparienced such a
reaction from Limerick
arda members. )
"We are of the apinion
the only way forward on
thiz is !'r;rruginr: Fiin to
withdraw their demand
for the early release of
those  convicted  of
Jerry's killing. Our posi-
tion w].%ﬂnm change,”

sajd Mr W,

The Minister for
Defence, Willie O'Dea,
whe was due to attend a
Teagasc meeting at the
Woodlands House Hatel
on Monday falled to turn
L1p.

meanwhile, Junior
Minister Tim O'Malley
broke his silence on the

issue this W, ¢l

stirsagh Prison
Scenes with the Tdnaiste for everyone by taking it
and Justice Minister™ he off the & sajd
sl DE%““ LB b t‘l
On Monday, the Limer- “How Sinn Féin got the
ick Leader [earned that releage Jerry
the Killers had wvital MceCabe's murder oneo

infarmation linking lead-
Ing members of Sinn
Féin to the IRA's army
eouncil,

“Kevin Walsh could
embarrass & lot nt‘ﬁ:aﬁle
with information as
and that is one of the rea-
gons that Sinn Féin are
pushing For the [our
men’s release,” a leadipg

litical souree :'.Jaimezf.'
Jespite numersus

“Any

the agenda and that this
nas béen debated in pub-
lic has gﬁpaliad me,

ing that [ would
have szaid would have
only added to the hurt
fisle hTI the McCabe family
and the Gardai In Limer
ick. It appears now that
an agreement will pot be
concluded, For future
negotlations, 1 ask that
Sinn Féin withdraw their

atlempis 0 contact Sinn
Féin, no comment has
been forthcoming.

“Thoy wers conviened

demand for the killers to
- be released,” said Depury
Malley

When asked would the

said questions should be  of manslaughter even PD's withdraw from Gow-

slaughtered our col-  directsd at Sinn Féin as  though they were guilty  ernment if the killers
lgague.  Our demand (g why they want the of murder, Sinn Féin  were released, Depury
re ease stands. Members are gen-  killers released should be asked why O°'Malley replied: -1 am

uinely upge,” “T have refrained from these men are so mpor-

: : | I ot gmnf Lo speculate on
Mr Browne said in his  comment in publicdue to  tant 1o the deal, Gerry  what will happen in the
H years' service, he had  negotiations behdnd the  Adams could sojve this future,™

Qf _k_i]lers

the Good Friday Agres.
ment ageeed were and
resulted in other early
releases,

"This was mothin
short of common criml.
mals. who happen o be
members of an | illega)
Organisation, carrying

By MARTIN BYRNES

Killers are thought to have
evidence of SF’s IRA links

THE killers of Det Garda

SEN Michael Finucapne
seweustle  Wosp hias
PNpessed his opposition
i the early release of the
Killers of Det Garda Jerry
MeCabe, who was shaot

earl in Adare in June
1556 Office  in
A juing statement from

out a robbery of the Past
| Adare
"killing & member of the

anad

Jerry MeCabe have vita]

nformation linking léad-

far the peace process and
poszible political deals if
they were not included

captured, Sinn Féln chief
negotiator and member
of the Ard Comhairle,

oulright opposition of
Limerick people 1o the

in e RS annn  for early release deal” Martin McGuinness has  binooicd release of the
: : - members o nn for ¥ relmaze deal” artin winness £rs 0 er
pen Finucane with the  Gardai in the process, Féin to the IRA's army  said the source. reviously dened meet  MeCabe® '3
._.ﬂr‘ ';-:laﬂt JEi.'IdEE‘ imn th& Ih‘E: Et“m?ﬂ“f“[ :h[r?fs._ E'EI'I.I:HE”. “'.lE laimuritﬁ Jmmmh -S\hﬂh}- ,D!"' !)ng "‘IE‘ e II‘I Lhﬁ hI:H.'IEI'." ||] ]'Jlﬂ'l-'E' hns‘ H-!-'I:I"'il]'s 1:‘!-
Lounty Council, Clir B In lf the Tapiseach Leader was told this Rathkeale, Michael after the killing, meetings  with  the
Neweastle 10 A Als0  of the day John Bruton, week. : botls frand Kevin Walsh It is bellsved the Sinn  Taolseach gaiihs pols
-Iil-'-"-lrjilhx-!d'-’ - - West, Elihsut‘w:l t th.ulc-n that Kevin Walsh could both from Patrickswell Féin leaders met Walsh over a period of six
Qeser ffh .. Taoiseach  when hthe illers  were embarrass a lotof people  and Pearse MeCauley  in hiding s part of an weeks'—well before the
) -'ﬂhm]';l ﬁm ss:gmmmen! brought to justice they £ with information he has  from Strabane, Tyrone [nternal ‘inquiry they Taociseach's Ftatements
the faze b0 “he M ajlmn ﬂ:guc{e. S and that Is one of the rea. e carrying out follow.  last week. During those

family, 1o the Gardai and
1o the citizens of our
aate who place their
faith in unarmed garda

"His successor, Bertie
Ahern, gave the same '
assurance, as this was not
a  politically motivated

sons that Sinn Féin are
pPushing for the four
Men’s release,” a "-““”25
palitical i:urta claim

Garda  McCabe's

in
:‘.h ing. It Is belleved that

& Adare incident had
not recelved an officlal

meetings, | expressed 10
the Taciseach In clear
terms the depth of fsal-
ing amongst Limerick

i thiz Mon “They were moved sanction from the ] in relation t
t-._mh]mhl:n nl:.:-}:r Sirdis anid crime. The statement b * It wag also revexled from ?leauju o srmy council a.nd[%?a: ﬁﬁ;“ S e
:11 ns.el .'mf!'; protection is  the Taoisemchy last wes: this week that leading Cas —& low secu-  the internal inquiry con. b | lained to him
the rube of law™, ; und-l}rmlnﬂs_ the wvery " Binn Féin members met rity prison because of eluded that it was & go-it- that this was h
) Sinn Féin and the IRA Agreement -which the aet:r-r_'tlfc with Hevin the thet  alone operaton by the emotive lsspe for the peo-
Enzllﬁwtésuh‘n.]}!ﬁa !rjfi?:'iﬂﬁg m}ﬁh ggld; Ireland voted ; '-'r‘zlzh.ﬁglder?i‘ m&gﬁ Wﬂ.hhmﬂtmﬂdnriié IRA's main Munster pleof Limorick and

! 3 » responsible for ously nfToct dea] L f
Were not on active service Any deviation from McCabe's déath in an  their I"!h:iu? iz mnot mﬂ-uplm numercus Eur]l'ﬁ Dingfhﬂ o who
::It‘:]gfrlmigst}h{zhllﬂa Tﬁ! Lhat nﬁltlinhtaﬂ:h}ta&@‘ IRA safehouse In Cavan " said the source.  attemipis the Limerick mid %h‘u
on ceaseflre, 15 18 the * Bertle BLT an ; t t int The Lead COmmen
case then they cannot be G}nwrnmr:m of the try ui'i?:"r';?' e S eI has alsa senlar magimﬂﬂm, mlh:lngt doubt about w
:'-EJIES?S-EI!].]HE this Tﬁ nmeg ii':dhmnﬂdfmﬁsWhmE!he i’!‘l*n.a - killers  were  Sinn Pein &rs met  has been recabved. and emotive in
politically motivat ris fla towed on
crime, unlike the other them.wﬂiﬂ Sen Finu- ::ﬁ:—:ﬂ:lgg wfﬁm?uﬁ il e A g P e o e paing

atts which the parties to  cane.

have major ramifieations

met the Taolseach on
"t0 express the



