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Leinster House

THOSE persons con-
victed in connection
with the death of
Detective Garda Jer-
ry McCabe do not
‘qualify for early
release under the
terms of the Good
Friday _Agreement,
theyDail was reas-
sured -this - Wednes-
day night by Junior
Justice Minister,
Mary Wallace,
' Deputy  Wallace * was
replying to a barrage of
questions from Fine Gapl
and Labour deputies,
including Limeric TDs,
during -angry exchanpes
Arising out of the recent
releage of the four prison.
£rs. on  compassionate
grounds, . _
' Sherejected Opposition
claims that the prisoners
been granted “early
release by stealth”.

She said the Garda

authorities had  bheen
informed of the releases
in question.
It was at thelr discre-
tion whether the informa.
tion ws_ﬂ_geassed on to Jep
ry MeCabe's widow Ann,
and her family

But she said Minister
John O'Donoghue, who
was addressing a United
Nations conference on
organised erime as the
Dail debate was taking
place, had asked
that steps be taken to
ensure that Mrs MeCabe
was informed if any of
the prisoners involved
was granted compassion-
ate parole in the future,
Fine Gael's Jim Hig-
Fﬂs said it was ironie

three weeks alone Ann
MeCabe expressed her
absolute revulsion at the
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The Corporation offices, including Motor Taxation
office, will be closed as from cloge of business on Fri-
day, 22nd December, 2000, until the maorning of Fri-
day, 29th December, 20040,
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The offices swill alsobe closed Monday, 1st lanuary,

2001, and wilt re-afen for business as normal on Tues.
day, 2nd January, 2001, R
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Garda

LIMERICK gardai have
hit out at the Justice

Department after two of
the killers of Detective
erry MeCabe lot

out of jail to visit siek
Earnnb:.. were found to

ave been living it up.

The Garda Representa.

tive Association (GRA)

has s!_runFeig criticised

what it called t

v | | sitivity. of the Depart.

t 7 {:ment of Justice in releas-
! : Ing the men who were

i : clearly

he “insen.

abusing the sys.
tem of temporary
release”.

Une was found have

spent the night with a

Woman in a hatal wabsiia

uty Micha

prospect that the early
release of the killers of
her husband should even
b contemplated?

“Is she not aware that
the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform
and the Taoiseach have

repent::dl;r assured the
leaders of all parties in

Opposition that there was
no question of the Gov-
frnment countenancing
the release of these peq-
ple under the terms of
the Good Friday Agree-
ment?

“Will she not be honest
with the House and
acknowledge that what
we have here is, in effect,
a stepping stone to il
release?”

Mr Hi ins said a “spe-
cial regime” appeared to
apply in this cage-—"a
special regime which
does  not apply to
bagsnatchers, drug
addicts or petty crimi.
nals,

“Is it not the case that
all the accolades and
medals for bravery anpd
gallantry will be set to
naught virtue of this
matter which hit the
headlines by aceident as g
result of this leak™"

Ms Wallace said that
since time immemorial
the term “compas¥lgn-
ate™ had been used-in
relation to this urF of
release, but she would not
use that 'terminology if.
she had a chojce.

Labour's Deputy—-Jan---

Gardai angered by
temporary releases
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Ane Mccabe:
devastated

utterly
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had been informed that

he would be in Limerick,

.. On the Saturday of the

De MNoonan:
_hull:ir_ud letters seeking compasssionate leaye?

did-tha’ Minister Took
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O'Sullivan said the decs-
gsion was extracrdinary
and unprecedented in
view of the seriousness of
the crime committed the
statements

of Mrs McCabe and the
relatively short portion of
their sentences that the
prisoners had served.

“Is there a olitical
rlimensim_n attac :in%mtn
this decision?” she asked,

"Has some agreement
been reached with ainm
Féin or any other politi-
cal gmupltgﬁ in respect of
this matterr"

Deputy Michael Finu-
cane said the Minister of
State was aware af the
sensitivities which
applied in respect of this
issme apnd of the
proundswell of public
n}:nlnlun against the deci
slon to release the prison.
BT,

“Is it not rather sad
that we are obliped to
question her about this
matter which would not
have come to light unless
the GRA was alertod to
the releases by some of
its members and
expressed its opinion on |-
them? y

“Does the Minister of
State not believe that this
will be seen by qurﬁ'bodﬁ
as laying the groundwor

- dor  the-full * releasi of
these people? he asked

- Deputy. Michael Noo-
nan asked if the Minister
wonld confirm that the
Department ‘of Justice

“In the case of Jeremi-
ah Sheehy, a member of
the Garda Siochana was
in a patrol car last Sun.
day morning and
observed him in the com-
pany of ‘a woman in the
main street in Rathkealo,

"Clearly he was some-
what taken aback because
he thought the man was
SMVINE a sentence in
Castlerea Prison,

“I have been in cantaet
with Ann McCabe and
she 15 completel and
utterly devastated opee
again. She has made the
point very categarically
that she could have et
that man on Saturday on
the main street of Limer-
ick, which is only 20 miles
froim Rathkeale ™ |

Deputy Jan O'Sullivan:
reached

and the prison authori
ties had been provided
with four doctors' lattors
on behalf of the four pris-
oners claiming that g
close relative in each case
was seriously ill.

He asked if the Depart-
ment and the Minister
had “decided not to ook
behind the letters apd
that the letters wers the
only grounds on which
the decision to grant com.
passionate leave had been
taken”

Earlier, Deputy Wallace
pointed out that the four
prisoners had been grant.
ed short periods of com.
passionate parole within
the last fow months,

“The applications for
compassionate  parole
were considered in accor-
dance with the normal
criteria which applies in

R

Has some agreement been

with Sinn Féin or
greuping in respect of this matter?

any other pelitical
(LL)

such cases," she said.

“Nevertheless, T am
assured that the Minister
for Justice, Equality and
Law Reform was safisfied
in each case that the
granting of a period of
Compazsionabe praruie
wias justified.

“l1 have no doubt that
members share revulsion
al the dreadful crimes
committed by the prison.
£r's In question.

"l understand particu-
larly that releases of this
Kind can cause under-
standable distress to the
family of the victim,

“"However, the granting
of compassionate parole
has long been a feature of
i:risun administration
wth here and elsewhere

and each case must he |

assessed on its merits,"
said Deputy Wallace.
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