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‘3 ENTERTAINMENT _
Angela’s Ashes a ‘universal story of survival

Countby star drops
by Caherconlish

THE Millennium Centre
in Caherconlish, which
boasts one of the best
dance floors in the
region, is to host a visit
from top star, John
Hogan, pictured on

Saturday, July 15.

John Hogan has countless hit songs to
his credit such as ‘Brown Eyes’, ‘Stepping
Stone’, ‘All I Have to Offer You is Me’, 'My
Guitar’, ‘'Turn Back The Years’, ‘Cottage In
The Country’, ‘Anna’ and many more. The
Offaly entertainer is one of the top names
on the dancing circuit and this promises
to be a special night in Caherconlish.

Doors will open at gpm with dancing
from 10.15pm and the admission is just
€10.
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The Lime Tree plays host to premiere of musical production of Frank McCourt's work

ANNE SHERIDAN

E: anne.sheridanglimerickleader.ie

LES Miserables,
Todd and now
Ashes.

The repertoire of dark mu-
sicals has expanded with the
addition and adaptation of
Frank MeCourt's seminal,
Pulitzer prize-winning work
for the stage.

But despite the rain and
the misery which pervaded
his first work, the producers
are insistent that the musical
of his life is anything but de-
pressing.

Alongside renowned pro-
ducer Pat Moylan, of [ Keano
fame, co-producer Ciaran
Walsh, who was behind the
scenes of Riverdance for 15
years, has also been keeping a
close eye on every nuance of
the two-hour show.

Opening to previews In
Limerick’s Lime Tree theatre
in Mary Immaculate College
this Thursday night, it is the
biggest production the
theatre has yet staged in its
short lifetime and its first
world premiere.

With a cast of 14, and an
overall crew of 36, intense re-
hearsals in Dublin over three
weeks moved to Limerick
this week as the show pre-
pares for the first curtain to
rise this July 6.

Moving to  Limerick,
Frank’s home, and in the
month of the eight-year an-

Sweeney
Angela’s
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Eoin Cannon, front (who plays Frank) and left to right, Marty M

niversary of his passing, has
been “a big moment” for all
involved.

The only missing com-
ponent to date, and the most

important, is the audience,
said Mr Walsh.

“I hope there’s an emo-
tional response from the
audience and that they con-

aguire (Malachy), Emmet Byrne
(Malachy Jnr), Clare Barrett (grandma) and Jacinta Whyte (Angela) PICTURE: ADRIAN BUTLER

nect with the characters in
the way that we have.

“It's a fascinating process,
and it has been kind of emo-
tional to see it all coming to-

Eoin Cannon, who plays
Frank and Jacinta Whyte, who
plays Angela

gether. It's nervous and
exciting at the same time, as
there as so many spinning
plates now and they all have
to come together on
Thursday at 8pm, we hope.

“We've been blessed with
the cast, who are working 12-
hour days now. The chem-
istry is definitely there, but
you don't know that in ad-
vance. They know the clock is
ticking at this stage, and
there's pressure all around.

“The show really packs an
emotional punch, and it has
the potential to be really spe-
cial.”

Frank's journey is a “uni-

versal story”, Ciaran feels, of
survival, emigration and tri-
umph. Musicals, he admits,
are “funny beasts”, generally
attracting some reticence on

behalf of the public.

But people may be sur-
prised, he adds, citing the ex-
ample of Les Miserables, a
goo-page French novel,
which has become one of the
most successful musicals of
all time.

It is expected that de-
pending on its commercial
success in Ireland Angela’s
Ashes could yet be destined
for the West End in London
and New York's Broadway.

However, both he and Ms
Moylan are reluctant to “pre-
empt” its attraction abroad at
this point, despite the ob-
vious appeal amongst the
large Irish-American com-
munity, and Frank's own
star-turn as a teacher in New
York before he became a suc-
cessful author in his 60s.

Ms Moylan acquired the
rights of the musical produe-
tion of Angela’s Ashes, which
originally came to Limerick
under Adam Howell and Paul
Hurt three years ago.

The opening night in Lim-
erick is Thursday, July 6, with
11 performances, including
two matinees. It will then
move to the Bord Gais Energy
theatre in Dublin for a fur-
ther 11 performances and
onto the Grand Opera House
in Belfast.

Tickets are priced from
€25 to €35.

To book  seewww.li-
metreetheatre.ie or call the
box office on 061-953400.
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the writing. -

“Don’t get me wrong, I'm
still grumpy, but I'm con-
tent in my grumpiness now.
I'm no longer frothing at the

mouth.”

spect as duo

i off once more. We get such a
| dak%  great reaction - to the re-
B e cords, to the concerts, tothe
: old material and the new.
And that's just great. You

know, all I ever wanted was ] ,
to be a professional musi- His collaborator Jaequi

cianin life,and I'mamazed1 adds:  "Singing was
managed it. I feel honoured. ~ something I'was never going
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ALAN OWENS

E: alanowens@limerickleaderie
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BEAUTIFUL South duo Paul
st 1 Heaton and Jacqui Abbott

‘7% | are to return to Limerick's
: Big Top for a show.
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