Alphie McCourt, with Ellen in the background, reads from his new coliection of work in Leamy's.
Pictures: Michael Cowhey

cCuw"f said she ‘;)1?’18
0 2dd to the museum,
continues to
tourists from
a f@u :: the world.

‘Angela’s Ashes is the
gift thcat zeeps on giv-

ing,” she told the audi-
anee,

She handed over the
graduation robes Frank

wore when he rpbe;vﬂd
an honorary doctorate
s i“em ‘ne Uni-
i ck in
1897 to the ;“hseun* cu-
rator Una Heaton.

She plans ic
Frank’s manusecripts,
some of his “many
many awards”, and pri-
vate phmographs of
him and his family to
the museum, which is
located in his former
school Leamy’s. One
set of items, which she

o
donate

ey
oo

believes people will be
surprised by, is that
Frank was @a collector
of rosary beads. He had
a collection jof 30 or 40
beads and they too will
be added to|the memo-
rabilia of the Puliizer
Prize winning author
“Tt was |May 2010
when we were last here
and the museum really
is up and running. Now
going forward we’ll be
able to make it an even
bigger sucgcess. I'm
planning on helping her
to do that. It's exciting.
1 would like o see more
actual Frank McCourt
memorabilia here and
I think it’s appropriate
that it’s here, and that
it’s at the Leamy school
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building,” she told the
Limerick Chronicle.

Asked how it feels
to return fo Limer-
ick, for a second occa-
sion since the dsath of
Frank in July 2009, she
said: “Like they say in
the mafia, once youw're
in you can never leave.
It’s actually lovely fo be

ahk.”

Ellen, Alphie and his
wife Lynn, also frav-
ciled to Derby last wesel
for the first production
of Angela’s Ashes: the
musical. “I was really
stunned by it. I was a
semi-professional pro-
duction in a very beau-
tiful theatre. It was a
labour of love for this
young man Adam How-

ell, who did both the
music and the lyries,
and a very enthusiastic
cast of 22, with 24 songs
written for it. It would
be a real shame were it
not to have a life after
Derby,” she said.

She hopes to bring it
to Limerick as part of
The Gathering in 2013
and is in talks with &
nuinber of people about
the possibility of duing
this. Adam dreamed of
staging a musical ver-
sion of Angela’s Ashes
on stage since he read
the book 11 years ago.

“It is a really human
story about how the hu-
man spirit can survive
and overcome adversi-
tv,” he said.




