hi confiéring,

The Uﬁ Ambnsndor Jaan K‘onncdy
chairman of the gmurnmq hody f UL,

ps lhe
up the
‘onfer-
ee of
e Lo
author:

merick

8r Mary Buglur Mar
Coilaqo, and Anne MeCubd ‘

FSmith, with
_John A Daly,

at thel

~chief

~applause:

“have wuniversity:

(LL)

ocal
ome

lhc
day it was
meént for the Tocal boy
made good throughithe
grand front door entrance.:

1 am hofoured beyond
helef.”" he sad.

He broke down in tegrs
as he wenl (o megntion
Malachy and other mem-
hers U( the
were present, dlong, with
his wite, Ellen.

Brother, Malachy,
brought vutthe haidker
Frank did not spol
him but foHowed along,

“Don'tdaugh™ he plead-

“edias he broke into tears
and wiped them away.

“My book.is a memoir
and impression of my life, |
was not Selting out to do.an
exact history I am nox
qualifiedta do that.

“Buthere [ am in aner~
ick receiving one, .the hlgh
est honour.-1 have eve
received.” hessaid to loud
“1t is alright win-
ning the Pulitzer Prize, but
to come to Limerick to ‘the
univers

~ thought it was a sad
that the th

ng
city-did . not

It oway Tan cnmlmndl
oveasion filled-with pomp
and ceremony,
colour!

John A l)dly chairma
of the governing body.
mwade an impressive address
of welcome quoting off theé
cuff Yeats, TS Elliott,
Socrates, Heaney and many

“others

USocrates sand an unm
tevesting life was not worth
living. Nobody can say
Frank Mc(C ot hn fed an
umnteresting lite," he sind.

My Draly said that while
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Plenty of
Caps-and gownsy
“speeches and parchmen

(he author painted a pamiul
scene £or some people. ’

= we were honést with’
our»elves the same poverty
was in every town and vil-:
lage in Treland, but 1t will:
never be described better or
with such authority as in
Frank McCourt's Angelas
Ashes,

The dmhm of Angela’s
Ashes was speaking off the
cuff to the distingutshed
gatheringhat UL: including
American tfmbassador Jean
Kcnncd} Snmh. Cwho
attended the conferring of
the dc;_,ue of honorary dm
torate.

Alsovimportantly, he
named the families who he
grew up with some of the
young :boys now adults like
himselt whu were present!
Erie Lyheh, the Costelloes,
Con Cleary; Billy Camps
bell, the Sheehans,"Gerry .
L‘l]]l\, Sydney Egan,the

ns of his teacher Thomas
and many

Prof Colin D Townsend.
Dean ‘of the College of
Humanities in"the i
for. the. ‘confe ng said that

k : made
the City of Limerick famous -
th mnghou( the ‘wotld,

tAngelats At
untlmchmgly with: im
poverty,” suffering .and
depression of.the 19305 and

Os“Limericky and
ates from- these unpromis-
ing -matérials, a parable of
endurance,  hope  and
achievement,” he stated.

He said Cthat ~Frank
MceCourt possessed a rare
ability o speak directly oi

“the most_ender and painful

moments in his life: 1o
annmnu“\lc sensafions
“felt in the Mood and fely
along the heart.”




