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Frank
lS a’ real

| Walter "Mitty charac--
ter, claims thé man he * |
'} worked - - for. - before

nunable month for canvassmg
all parties-and there are also the
1ancial implications. (- -

All the parties have ]us; spent
avily:in the: ‘General Election
d.time to re-fill . the «cof-.

is.corhie to hand foi ome ‘of the

itical. pundns shows that of the "
000 or so votes Minister of- State’
'illie” ©*Dea réceived  in " city.
susing estates, the vast majority”|
ent batk to- the Left as number

105, In’ other- words Mr’ O’ Deéa |-
15 laken ahuge chunk of the tri- .
tional ‘Labour .vote, -which, ‘he!
1S tumed mto a personal one: for ;

mself
s unhkcly that whoever wms

¢ Fianna Fail nomination will be-
sle to get thisvote in such quan-.
ties ‘and Clir John Ryan.of |/
and Clir'}

remocratic’. Left
'Sulhvan Lubour—--would be
1€ favountcs to attract most “of
us votc 3

e | employed : by Wi))mm
.| Street shopkeeper. Jackié

“leader . in-~and - played
“Tnteresting’ mfomianon which"

-came .fo Limerlck when

~ leaving- Limenek for -
* | Amerieca. -
. Despite -

belng

Brosnan-for four. years, -

| .the award winning novel- -
. _{.ist never mentioned it in

Angela’s Ashes.

In his best-selling- i)ook '

abuut life in the-lanes of

- I Limerick in the ‘thirties
-] and. forties, Mr. McCourt
““I'm - seventeen, .
“* I eighteen, going on.nine-

says::

| teen, working away at .
Eason’s”; " - Instead, it
seems; he was repairmg
‘bicycles in Mr Brosnan’s -
$hop in. William Street,”

' Nor . does"he mention .
.that ‘he. was .a - patrol-

“the: drams -in: the ‘band
pf==St Joseph's Catholic.
Boy Scoufs i ‘the early .
"1940s,even: though-he
‘reports that his’ was “a
“childhood * of .extreme’.
hnrdship and suffering in

. “Limerick slums™, LF

Mr McCourt, who ﬁrst

he was fouf, returns’ niext. -
_Tuesday to - receivean’
honorary doctorate from
“the . University. ~ of ;°
Limerick, where h¢ wil
.become - writer-m-resx
dence. . . - :

“'m fipt surprlsed that
Frank forgot to.mention- -
he worked for’me in’ the’’
‘shop for. “three to four'-
yeurs.. He: was. a ‘real :

"1 Walter’ .Mit'tyi character

[ .tion”"
Brosnan, 83, still living in :

2!
GeC

Fra' k McCuupc qs a scout in Umerick in the 19409 o

_t_nasber. A

and hud 8 great lmngma-. _‘ o
Mre

laugtied °

Limerick. -

~Today: Frank McCourt an Jack

“Mr Brosnun s shop :
. was at 7 William-Stréet— -
now ‘occupied by Ryan’s
"Locksmiths—and he sold
" 'records, repaired bikes,

. radios, prams-and lots of - -

: rc@ched

..years reﬁ)airing bikes and

uq to His. departure for{ -
‘America " “when - hel
his I9th blrth-

r rosnun rcealled .
-_him i" rst in St

‘:Joseph’s Scouts around o

-attached
| -Stephenison’ at ihat time, © -
. “Anyway he never men- .- °
. -tioned being in the scouts -
“or. Fr Stephensen either "
In his hook, or 50 Pye
. bcen told. .

AR & ] not too sure if he. .
did becaduse L'only reada
“part of Angela’s Ashes. T
“found the bad language

T-fbeeome scout:

1942 , .
Y met him. when T
Joined St Juseph’s Scout -
Troop as an adult when
Frank, ‘was .already a
young member., That was

early in 1942 so-Frank =

- was eleveni at the time. Hé
‘had the scont uniform” -
“which cost £1/10- (£1.50) .
in,

those - days . and
Malachy. and Michae} -
Joined. hirit In the troop, )
afterwards, -

", “The. McCourts were

poor. all right but ;no

- poorer than most people

< in Limerick at-the time,

7+ %1 remernber going to -
ipnrents of lads who had-
:n’t the money for uni- -
_forms and arranging for

{thém to pay us weekly for:

the uniform on the quiet” *
but I never-had to Bo to_ o

‘McCourts, . . . .
“He scemed to enjoy
‘the scouts and wxm very
“totls s Frooo

too hard to take and it ‘

1 'really. surprised me. to - .
-read

4t > added” Mr
'Brosnan, who:was- fo
ader with
‘and :later

St - Joseph!

1 .Scout . Commissibner, n.

the mid- . o
working in the shiop right " e mid-1940’s. -

. "t was hecause of bad- .
* langtiage that Frank.

_ came to work for me. He.

“sald that the language’in . ~
Eason’ s was too had for




eMalaciw, Mscha '!, and Fta'mk,Mg:ﬁourt., back row, exm‘eme Ieft uf thls 19405 pu:ture of %‘t Joseph's Scout Tmbp
'in fenstal Abbey. Scout Commissioner, Brasnan is: o the ngh of the second row. fro m £ i k




