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TCHAEL O'CALLAGHAN, Mayor of Limerick in

4

1920—the year that the Republican local authori-

ties came into power—was murdered in his home, and
in the presence of his wife, by British agents in

March, 1921.

Thoese stirring events were pe-
called by a ceremony that took pluee
in the Town Hall vesteirday, when
4 ogold medall on for the Mauavoral
Uhain. was presented ip the Mavor
tAald. G. BE. Russelly by Mrs, Hate
O'Callaghan, widow of the martyr
of 1921. ]

The medallion, richly embossed
with Celtic tracery, has appropriate
inscriptions in Irish on the obverse
and reverse. The translation of the

mseription on the front is as fol-1

lowss :

" Mlichael O'Callaghan, Mayvor,
1920, With d.gnity and outstanding
Courarg
Limerick in 1920,
O terroges and mos: batter fighting in
the War of Independence

domitable spivit of the nation."
The inseription on the back reads;
“Un the nivht of March Tth, 1921,
he was murdered by the English in
his own home in the presenge of his
wife. His name and his tragic fate
will IUI*aE;.: be remembered—1879-1921."

* Makine the presentation to the
Mayor, Mrs, O'Callaghan said:-

~ Like Imost citizens of Limerick
interested in the matter, I know
that since the vear 1822 the custom
has grewn up for each mayor to

mark the end of his year of oflice by |
the |

the addition of a link to
Mavoral Chain, I am aware that on
each link or medallion is noted some
event of - the year deemed worth
recording for posterity,

I have always had the intention
to mark my husband's year of oflice
in the customary way, but, over the
troubled wvears of the youth and
:rﬂwth;rﬂf the State, T walted. |
waited | for a time in which the
countryv might appear to be settling
down tp her real fulfilinent, really
settling, down in an atmosphere of
freedom and harmony, {o the de-

" fvelopment of all her many potenti-

alities, a time to which my husband
alwavs | looked forward with econ-

fident hope and for which, as a lover’

of his country and an Irish indus-
trialist, he worked and planned.

- I think you will agree’ with me
that to-day we are at such a period
in our development and so I have

he directed the affairs of |
that peak year

the year
made glorious by the unity and in-!

nad the
‘to ol
i The stirring events of that vear,
1520, huve passed into history, for,
a3 I have stated in the inscription,
tit was the peak vear of terror and
tmost bitter fighting in the War of
Independence, a year made glorious
'bv the unity and indomitable spirit
0f the whole people., As Mayor of
‘1his ancient eity, Michael O'Cal-

Jligghan playved his pare worthily.

In his memorv and in memory of
lrh;ﬂ; vear of office, I ask you to
ticzept the medallion for addition
lto the chain.

The Mayor, in aceepting the med-
allion,; said:-—--

i  The addition of this medallion to
ithe Mayoral Chain will make that
appendage of the mayoraltyall the
jmore historie. I thank you on bhe-
| half of the citizens for vour most
ivajued gift. and T ¢an assure you
rthat [ regard it as a great honour
|that yvour presentation should coin-
‘cide with my yvear of office,
' The Mayor proceeded to say that
CAlichael O'Callaghan was a4 mem-
cher of a generation that worked and
died for the upliftment and advance,
sment of their native land. Michael
(Y Callaghan paid the supreme sacri-
h» had one, but bis memory
‘and his spirit were with them as
Lthe memories of all the other
men. whe did not wait to
yeount the cost.  Durine the intérs
ivening years - great - changes had
Laken place in their beloved land---
‘preat changes in the political and
'socinl  spheres. The people and
'their leaders irrespective of party
i had come together to build up the
teountry’s prosperity. Their aim
'should be to recapture the unity of
0f the period of 1918 to 1921—a dir-
‘ection in which cgnsiderable pro-
| Eress was being made,.

Concluding, the Mayor said that
lthe different political groups in the
Uity Council eschewed politics when
the interests of the city were con-
corned.

SPECIAL ARTICLE.

A speeial article dealing with the

yvear 1920 will be published in Mon-

ren

"r".""]ll ¥

vreal

day's issue and pictures of the
medallion will appear in next week-
end issue.
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