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Limerick’s famous mayorgf.chain — it is almos# six |
feet inlength and .-qkéighim_si X 1bs: pis being $aken
to the United States to-morrow by Mayor P.
Kelly. The chain, each link or medallion is of pure
gold, is being spet¢ially insured
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The Mayor, with ten other civic
heads from Ireland ana England,
will be a guest of Aer Linte on the
inaugural jet flight to New York.

Laimerick hies wo Mayor:) ghoing
“ng arge. the otner mucn ‘sme ler.
The great Mayoral chain of 118 1.nks
i sy Wi ON .-y spec’al op-
. cas.ons, by the.other -one is worn
‘ky the Mayor on all cccasions as
‘an emb.,em of his office.
| For the past one hundred and
fifty years it has heen the ‘custom
for each Mayor to add a link to the
great chain and, =0, today it
welghs approximately six lbs. Each
link is inscribed with .outstanding
events that occurred during the
office of the donor, making the
chain an historical record..

SHERIFF'S CHAIN '
The two chaing that used teo be
worn by the Sheriffs on special oc-
casions are ailso of considerable
size, especially that of the High

Sheriff. | - y
SIir Thomas Cleeve added a link
-to this chain to gsignalise his period
of office. It has the following in-
seription : “Visit of members of
House of Lords and Commons, 20th
iM&}f,‘ 1899, ¥Visit of Queen Victoria
1 to ‘Dublin, 4th- Sep*., 1900. - Address
from loyal ¢’tizens of Limerick pre.
'sented at Vicerega! Lodge, Knight-
‘hood  conferred. Death of Queen

- Vietoria, 22nd Jan.. 1901, Accession
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of King BEdward VII prociaimed in
Limerjck by Migh Sheriff, 20th

theft while out of the city.

to cover risk of

are showpieceg in the City Museum.
In the “good old days?” the Mayor,
on- state occas‘ons, wos rttended
by four segrgennfis at-wonp, ranningy |
that each of ‘he four corried| a ..
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mare, :

- The ‘meares are 34 ‘nehes |in {
Jdength, surmoun’ed with ‘8 cbires
shaped head, supported hy f ur

‘rampant lions snd ofher ornompen- .
itations. Acgeording to Lenihan ‘he
imaces, -at some period or ot er, |
had a lot of extra embellishmen's |
which, he states, were stolen before
the Reform (or *“ Popular?™) Cor-
poration got control of civie affaira,

The maces-—madde of silver—are
very valuable, though they -have
suffered considerable damage down
the years. "Another Mayoral em-
blem is a wand--first menlioned in
1543. This, too, has gone out of use
for many years. |

FLABORATE L}:i:{mafmjyﬁ

The maces are ety rich in decor:
;ation. The flay of the heads is do-|
jcorated with the arms of George 1T,
surrounded with a floral or shell-|
like circlet. The decoration of rhe !
bow] jis both embossed and applied, !
'The top of the bowl has two roped '
rings with a panel hecween, degor- !
 ated with lozenges, ovals and beads. :
1 This 18 followed by an app@li&drl
Moral circle, broken by heads cnfl
cherubs, each with a 'stylsed ox-|
head beneath. -The hody of  the
lhead or bowl of each mace is em-
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: 1900. . Unicy’st Govi. returned.”

1Tames O'Mars :° “Tirst Nations] :Ilju:ms and other lavish decorations

j -.
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Jan., 1801. General Election, Oect.

"1 bessed with (1) the Arms of Lime-
j:rick (2) the rose and thistle (3) the.
‘harp (4) the fleur-de-lis. A crown
iz also superimposed. Rampant

By way of ¢nntras* to this lova
“proclamation,” Jey us quote the jin-
scription on: the link .added bwv

i

are 'a feature of the maces, which -
F

'are “believed to have been made in’
11730 by a Limerick. silversmi‘h
named ‘John Robinson. g =N
' THE CIVIC SWORD

A reference to the Civie sword, -

cerning Lugacurren tenantry, 18th |another part of the Mayoral insig-
- hia, - must not - be omitted.. A
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%J”“E' TOUR MACES | double-edged wearon, it was fcor-
Other Mavoral Insion'a consis’ad ried by the City High Constable (a
nf fonr maeceg, naw galdom or never  functiohary that weni ouk of ex.s-
seen in public—for some yvears they te€nee years ago)Y before the Mavor

High Sheriff wearing th's chain.
-Met Davitt in Cork on h's praturn
from America, 1st Feb., 1R87. Meet-
ing agging' coercion. -17th Apri.
: Pone’s jubilee, Aurmgt 9th. Tleturn
of Wm.. N'Brien from Cansda comn-
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