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A EW gold medallion
wdded to the city's
urous mayoral chain by
the trade union movement
st ?"Ligilt.

This follows centurics
of tradition.

Tn 2 special ceremony at
City Hall, biayor Kemmy,
comnieting his last week
. office, was honoured in
» 4ouble celebration; the
completior; of his Treaty
300 mayoral year and his
37 years of service as
hrancn secretary of the
3rick and Stone Layers’
trade union.

Union chairman, john
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Fiyns made {he presenta-
tion to the mayor.

The medallion was
designed and made DYy
goldsmith Martin
O’ Driscoil,  at his

Matthew Bridge work-
shop.

Ii depicis scencs from
the history of the city.

~he event was attended
by members 01 the of
Trades Council, the dele-
gate  boarg of the
"Mechaniz's Insiitute, and
building irades groups and
other irade unicns.

The city’s chains and

other symbols of office
were first purchased about
1802,

Together with a portrait
of Lord Gort, costing 200
guineas, DOXes of hon-
orary freedoms of the city
and the gilding of some
pictures, they cost 2 total
of £337 — a fortune at the
time.

The principal mayoral
chain has 31 links.

By 1882 it had became
customary, but not obliga-
tory for the mayor in

office to add a flat ring,

engraved with his name

- and year of office.

Over time, inscriptions
were added on the reverse
of the ring recording vari-
ous local, nationa! and
even international events.

To make room for the
inscriptions the rings
became larger, eventually
becoming medatlions.

To date 68 additional
links have been added.

A secondary mayoral
chain of 51 plain gold
links, is the one some-
times worn by the mayor,
the principal chain, oOn
account of its weight and

value, being retained for
major events.
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