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Bridge
closure
to hit
traffic

By COLM WARD

TRAFFIC congestion is
gxpected around {(Briens
Bridge this weekend and
next weck when the
bridge in Killaloe is closed
for repalr work.

Morth Tipperary Coun-
ty Council intends closing
1Ev bridge from thiz Fri-
day to Wednesday, August
7. to  allew bridge
sfrengthening work (o
take place,
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as a result of the closure

However, Marcus
OFConnaor, the senlor E'nﬁl-
neer responsible for the
work, sald that it was noc-
essary and that he did mot
foresee any major difficul
ties

Meanwhile, the Mayor
af Clare, Clir Pat O'(xor-
man, has called for 8 new
bridge to bi built over the
Shannon in the O'Briens
Bridge / Killaloe area

He sald that thers wis
an urgent need o [or
another bridge as the two
cxisting bridges were
unable to cope with the
volume of iralfle using
them

“They Wwere DEver
mmeant 1o carey as much
weight as they are carcy-

ing at the moment
between lorries, buses
cars and all sorts of vehi
cles

“It is wery important
that pressure would be
ut on the Minister (o sel
unding aside to put & new

bridge 1n place some
where In  the reglon
betwesn  Killaloe and

O'Briens Bridge (o allevt-
aie the congestion of tral
fic in that area,” he sabd,

Clare County Councll is |

recommending thal peo
E.n!-;— travelling botween Kil
talpe and Ballina take the
463 to O'Briens Bridge or
the Rd66 to Birdhill and
the N7 or the R454 to Balli

fia:
Tha bridge will be
closed between Tpm this
Friday and 7Tpm next
Wadrnocdas- 18

By DEIRDRE McGRATH

THE legacy of
Canon John Hayes,
who set up Muintir
na Tire in 1937, lives
on in his native Mur-
roe  where large
numbers attended
the mﬂ{mnlng of the
new hall.

The building. which
was completed in 1941 and
has the distinction of
belng the first Mudntlr na
Tire hall o the country,
was blessed by the Arch-
bishop of Cahel and Emly,
Dr Dermot Clifford

He zaid the extension
and refurbishment of the
hall, carrbesd out by the
n:'u:ummunlli.' councll, was a
lovely tribute to Canon
Hayes

He praised the comimi-
nity spirit that was evi
dentl in Murroe through
all the local organisations.

“all these make for a
good community which 13
caring of its environment
and its cltizens. May i
continwe o be a8 mesling
place and a place of peace
and good nelghbourliness.
My il continoe b0 grow
and flourish in the years
ahend.” said Archbishop
Clifford

Clir Paddy Hourigan, a
member of the commind-.
ty council, acted 55 master
of cersmonles for the
evening and outlined the
developments and groups
that had developed iIn
Murros

Thess include Abingilon
Enterprise which employs
40 people, the community
counell, sacial housing
and community alert
among others

“Murroe parish is noted
for voacatlons. It has give a
lof of priests and nuns o
the religious orders over
the years,” said Clir
Hourigan,

He pointed ouwt th?t the
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lisfod as a protected struc-
tukre

“We were ve tled
becawse it i5 o listed bukid-
ing. We had to stick to cer
tain  guidelines,” Mr
Humphries

A huge amount of effort
went inbe the restoration
of  a semicircular win:
dow, 80 per cent of which
had e repinced

Two semi-clreular win-
dowe which were in the
original buoilding were
also preserved and graco
the front porch which whas
built in the 1960s.

The cross and plowgh
which 5 of particalar
intepest because it was a
svmbol aof the unification
o dls AL * -

Also among the atien-
dance to congratulate the
community were Clir
Mary Harty and Clir Mary
Jackman

Also present was Mr
Fitzgerald's sister Mau-
it who sakd her brother
would have been wory
proud of the newly réno-
wated hall

The re-opening Wik alsn

R GeneraL News
Canon’s legacy lives
on in native village -

a proud night for 87 year
old Bridie Taafe, whose
grandsen Shane built the
hall

“I was the last ba bo
christened n the old
churchh and the hall is
built on the grounds of
that building.” said Mrs
Taafe, who mosf of her life
in Murres except for 10
vears which she spent in
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of the Muintir na Tire Hall in Murroe, May Newman and her
n, Murres (HI)

At the epeni
sister Nonnie
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Castlehyde Estate, Fer
moy,  now owned by
Michael Flately when I
was

rFunyas a guesthouse,

Mulntir na Tire presi-
dent Sean Hegarty and
Tom Fitzgerald from head
office in Tipperary wane
unable to mitend, but sent
thelr congratulafions o |
the community couneil

| < -
| \ National

College o

Ireland

LIVeETLEANT

wWww.LIveanoLearn.ie




