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By DEIRDRE McGRATH

A MEW monastic
library on the grounds
of  Glenstal ~Abbey,
which has the capacity
to house 120,000 books.
has . been officially
u%ﬂtled and blessed by
f& kot Christopher Dii-
O,

The ceremony was fol:
lowed by the unveiling of
i dedication plague by
Hichard Hurley, architect,
and Tom' Haves, building
coniractorn, Killaloe

The new library is fully
equipped: with -'.'I:I'IHI!HIIEI'
amd information technol-
DEY resources, and pro.
vides conferemce Facili-
fles and mesting space for

120 people,  explained
Iibrarian Brother Colmén
Clabhaigh.

"There fs full wheel
chalr access, and it was
ouilt to hold double the
capacity o the ofd
library ‘which has S8.000
books." said Brother O
Clabhaigh.

“It 15 open to external
readers and we have pood
limks with the universi-
ties.

i ;5ﬁ-rimarj]}r a theo-
logieal library, but there
are large Trish history,
bing_mpﬁ!,q art, and music
sections, and we have a
big collection of jour
111118

Most people. who o visit
the library from outside
the immediate ares, are
inoking for journais on
theology and monastic
studies; that are not avail-
ablé at the university
lbraries. The library also
howaes rare works of fac.
similes such as the Book
[ of Durrow. the Book of
| Kells, and the ninth cen-
|

A

Aftending the official openi
hain, Newport, with Stephan

tury Book of Armagh.

The large eatiy printed
book section containg a
1376 abrideement  of
French legal procedure, a
first edition 1654 of Sir
Jiames Ware's De Hibar-
nia et Antiguitatibos
EjLks i well as 3 first eds
Uom, 1705, of the English
translation of the work of
Iroland and. b5 Antiguis
LhEs,

The theslogical section
contains sixteenth -and
sevenbeenth century folio
editions ol the work of St
Thomas Aqulngs,
William  Durandus, 51
John Chrysostom

The  modern ' section
Eoniains o autopraphed
books by Edmund Burke,
Daniel O'Connell, W B

TEOES, and Winston
Chuechill. among othirs.
The Glenstal Praver

Book, which was com:
pled by monks from the
abbey, was alsé launched
at the ceremony,

The book has been
deseribed a5 being a
handy skee with no crowil:
ing and which can easily
rl:ll intoa coat pocket.
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of the new Lthm
s Walsh and Brother

Glenstal Abbey, were Noreen and Eoin © Suillegh-

Coloeman, librarian.

—-—-;.nn

mf-l

Margaret
Glenstal, perusing the

MeBPennell,

shehres. {LL}

It haz a4 monastic
Mavour  and  containg
pravers by o menk saints
such 85 S Anselm agd
pravers (o Saint Bened el
There are also pravers by
great women  monasiic
sainis, such as St Hilde
gard and St Mechiilde, as
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Eamen Mellett and Tim O'Neill, Bank of Ireland, with Dolores McCall, patron

a5

well as folk pravers from
thie Irish which are [hrinl.-
ed in the: original Gaelie
aswell as in transtation:

Among ihe attendaco
was - the  Archbishop af
Cashel, Dr: Dermm  CliE
ford, Rev Michael Nottall,
of the Church of Trelind,
Adare, Fr' Tom Byan PP
Muarres, and. Fr o Joe
Delaney PP Newport

Also  preseni
libearians Drom the Cis
[ercian  monazierios of
Mount Melleray, Moone
Roscrea; and Glencairn,
along with represanta
Lives of the ] theacy staffs
of  NUT Galway, Cork,
aary Immaculate Col
legeand the Unfversity
af Limarick

People from the local
COEMMmUniy also atterded
the opening along with
Armerian and Ieish bene.
factors, whose genvrosity
enabled the project 1o be
completed, salil Brother
Cr Clabhalgh.

Latbesis joined the com:

munity - al Mass in the | p

Abbey Church, and at a
celebratory. Iunch in the
sHion):
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New Glenstal Abbey
library is opened
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