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shows his cards

Kate Butler

THEY are renowned for their
spartan lifestyles and Gregorian
tﬁrﬂ. &0 who! could have
foretold “that the Bepedicune
monks of Glenstal  Abbey
would have o tarat-casd reader
in Aheir midsi?

Mark Patrick: Hederman, one
of the order's best-known
monks. has revealed that he has
used arol cards (o ht:p people
with their problems. He 15 now
callimg onthe Cathalic church
o reclaim the forune-1elling

from the occolr.

"1 use cardsin two ways,”
said  Hederman, a  highly
regarded philosopher. “In lec-
hares 1 explain the symbolisin,
el then I'miay read them for
somenne with a panticular prob-
b It can be useful for 1aking
their mind off a problem in an
obdessive way '

The moak will be seen on
RTE tclevision pext Sunday
mdilr lﬁlm:] candt in the
litrary o A MONASIETY
pnd secondiry school i i

fin Co Lim-

erick. However, e does not do

card readings at the abbey.
“1 normall

wery well” be

wouldn'i do
[them ] unkess [ know the persan
sid, "lCx not
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Collins, above, frowns upon tarol readings practised by a monk from Glenstal Abbey

In the documentary, cntitled
Would You Believe — The
Devil's Pack, the brother
gxplains thal the cards were
invented in 15thacenmury Daly
and have Christign onging. °

“I'm saying we've gol 1o get
them bock again,™ sarl Heder-
man, the suthor of a recent
baok on the holy spint. “They
onginally belonjred to Christian-
ity amd  bumonity, They arc
wonderful wavi of connecting

can copnect with the uncon-
scious of other people. They
can lell themy so mnch, 1075 S0mite-
times very important.”

He says the Benedicuine
prder 15 very tolerant of his whio-
syncratic stance: “They are
very understanding ef other peo-
ple's forms of craziness,”

Hederman poimted ol thiit &
ook eptitled Meditations: on
the ‘Tarod had nn afierword by
an esteenybd theologian, Cardi-

for meditntion, in the same wily
5 15005,

But the Benedicting monk 5
#t odds with pher members of
the: Catholie church, including
Fr Pml  Collins. ada  ols
appears on Would Yougelicve.

“Ihvarnklcan s !rl_m'§'|.| UpHIE
by the Catholic chonth,” =aid
Collins, “II people get involved
the aoccult there's i dinger that
they e’ openimng themselves up
o negative spintual influences

does ot nse the cards-for pre-
dicting (he fulire, bal as 4
means of helping people.

"We make: the future our
selves, it depends on whid
{jmrgu;,' Bush does jomorrow,
pot some opre in the sky,”
he el “People try io make
decisions in their spiribul ‘and
physical lives; such as having a
vocation asa monk.

“The danger isif they come
Do e A5 & eonk and see mee a8
g, Tor deflect that, tarof cards
are one of many medioms 1o
mtake people aware of o wider,
symbolic world.

YIS much more Impression.
meaking. thon me telling. you
what o do. Anything symbolic,
uch a4 the staimed-plass win-

The mank says the death card
i used 1o indicuie that an -i|'|'|p|:r|'-
tanl decision needs 1o-be mide,
such: a8 between o wife and a
tover. “The cird of death is the
st dreaded eard in the pack,
but it’s actunlly a cancature. a
jokey: card, It savs there has o
bea death in b particolar saria-
tion. I this case it has 1o be
decidhng between your wile o
your lover, but the cards ‘aren’t
going (o el you which one,”

Hederman believes that tarod
comdls: AnE W iul'l'lpujﬂa'ril limk
between [y people and Christi-
ansty ondd: Seotbd be - reclisimed
by the church in order o help
develop spirituality.

“The r.'glun!h cannol di nny-
thing abowil |Jt¢£3nit — they

advised them oot o read The
Da Winci Code [by Duan
Brown]. [t doesn twork; it only
senies b give more publicity,”

Hedenman belseves the cards
were hijueked from Christianity
200 wears: ago by & renggmibe
priest and g fonner protestant,
who'began 1o use them impaop-
erly for the pccult

Adicionadns of tarof cands ane
said 1o have included characiess
as - diverse ns Princess Dhing
and WEB Yeals, who was a mem-
berof the Esotenic Order of the
Crobden Diwn,

Jacgueline Siallone,  mother
of ~ Sylvester, has “aabd - she
advised her son during the mak-
ing of Rambo 111 on the basis of
what ihe cards itobd her, “He

Fasalad ibuasmdhala vima hs

every day, ["d throw' the tarot
cards and  do  astrology  and
numerokogy, In case one thing
doesn't fiv, i's_pod 1o chisck
ihe others.”

The Catholic  ciulechism
states that dealing: i the occulf
i5 rgravely contrany to the -
e of religion”. .

“If wou book it the cateshism
of ‘the Catholic church, paris

raphs 2111 and the Following
:{Culh with thiz.” says Frvirccst
Twomey of Maynooth - seeni-
nary. | know nothing of them
[tarot cards] but T would ask,
why woneld vou want i umbock
||l.-r.'-|.|:|-,'ﬁll'|h';:l1u\'.‘ 1"el :'-:.]-L'l'-tl 1l
ns farcissism; o means of um-
ing: inward on yinirselt E!m.w-
inity, ks outward looking. There
e m falee cunosity . aboul thie



