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It is wih the deepest regret
that we record the dea'h of Mra,
Meire O'Donovan, The news will
cvoke sincere sympathy no: only in
the Cty of L.merick, where this
dis'inguished and patriotic woman
h2g lived for more than a ha.f cen
tury, but throughou* the ‘whole
country.

Born in mid-Cork, a* Crossmahon,
Lassarda, some miles from the town
of Macroom, Mrs. O'Donovan (nee
Murphy) belonged to a family long

itself to John Murphy,
Chrstian names are in

bers of the clan in that townland
listed in the Fisn's of the Hliza-
bethan era.

ho.d where love
learning and love of qountry were
the formative influenceg and where
"local ta'es of the great Famine and
(its  ‘errible aftermath made

of
in which her father,
Murphy, had his part. 5
Her uncle, Rev, Timothy M3
of the Irish College, Paris,
‘o die later P.P. of i
Parish, was a noted classfal
Gaelic scholar, and it we#%h o
first guided her steps in 't .path
of Jearning. After some¥private
s udy w'th him, ghe becamé a pupil
of the Ursuline Nuns at St. Angela's
High Schéol, opened in 1887, ere,

established in that district, tracing
who lived
from 1738 to 1828. Indeed, the same
the fam:ly
to-day thet were borne.by the mem . |

Mary Murphy grew up In a house-
of religion, love of

a
natural background for the growth:. . : ;
the military Fenian mavemeanf.Yanuary, 1922,
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History Recalled by
= Death of Woman
Deputy Mayor

" is with the deepest regret that we record the
death of Mrs. Maire O'Ponovan.
evoke sincere sympathy not on!ly.in the City of
Limerick, where this distinguished and patriotic
woman has lived for more than a half century, but
throughout the whole country. |

Th news will

l
Gaelic League and in the Co-Oper- '
ative Movement, and they both |
welcomed the rise of Sinn Fein and ‘.
‘he tormatioh of the Vdlunteers. !
i“roin 1914 cnwards Mrs. O'Dono-
VAn was #d prominent member of
the Limerick Cumann na mBan,
and she and her sister, Mrs. Mich-
~ael O'Cal.aghan, and the la‘e Eilis
Murphy, played leading parts in the
whole freedom struggle in Limerick
Ci'y. Mrs, O Donovan's calmness,
her dignity of bearing and her fine
qualities of character and person-
ality were an inspiration in those
troubled eand dangerous years.

After tHe murders of ‘Mayor
Seoirse C.ancy and ex -May®r Mich.
ael O'Callaghan in March, 1921, she
wag co-opted Alderman by the
Limerick Borough Council and
when in May, 1921, Mayor Stephen
O’'Mara was sent to U.S.A. in con-
nection with the Republican L.oan,
he named Alderman Mrs. O'Dono.
van as Deputy Mayor, a post she
held 'till the Mayor's return in

This period, the last two months
of the Black and Tan terror
regime and the monthg of the
Truce from Juiy 11, 1921, was full
of difficulties, = but the Depury
Mayor wag more thhan able for the
burden. She presided on the his-
toric occasion when, in the Theatre
Royal on ' December 8, 1821, the.
Freedom of Limerick wag conferred |

on President de Valera and on |
Mre Wothlane o = = .
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place 1 Greck in 'lie senior grade
in 1880. Here, too, she wag one of
a br 1l ant group of girls with whom
the Ursu.ine Order gained renown
in ‘he early days of the schcol, a
group that included the future-Uni-
versi'y professors, Mary Ryan and
Elizabeth O'Sullivan. 3

Not only did she study Gr i 1d
“Eatm-with-success” -‘s&%ﬁe

gole pupil- in the school who in
-thege early days before the “ound-
ing of the Gaelic League took Cel-
tic as one of her languages.

For her B.A. Degree she moved
to Dublin to the Dominican
Orders Convent of St.- Mary's in
Merrion Square, where she studied
under Hugh McNe!l!, great classical

scholar and. brother of Eoin
McNeill. She took an Honours
Degree in C.assics in the Royal

Univers:ty in 1897 and read for the
M.A. Course. Choos'ng teaching for
her coreer, she went *o the Train-
ing College, Cambridge, v?¥eére she
took her Teacher's Diploma in 1901,

After gome vyears as teacher in
Furness Lodge, Cambridge, a high
schocl run by ‘he Loreto Order,
she wes ca'led ‘n 1903 to the Lime
rick Treining College as Lecturer
in Education by Dr. O'Dwyer, Bis-
hop of Limerick. Her vears in ‘he
Training College from 1903 to 1909
were fruitful years o»f work both
ins'de and ontside ‘he College. She
io'ned the Gaelic League, then in
rooms in the Connaugh Chambers,
O'Ceonne 1 St. She he'ped to organ-
'se and run Feis Tu~dh Mhumhan
and she was particulerly success-
ful in ‘he drama secrtion of the
Gae'ic League. He part in Lady
(iregoryis “ Devorg'lla" in {he
Thectre Royal is stili remembered
even amid ‘he great stride drama
has taken of late years.

The year 1922 brou no ease 3
from strained living tog?r[trs. O'Don. | , Mr- M
ovan and her fam.ty, for he Civil Airport
War caused disruption and bitter. Wwatched
ness in the ranks of those who, up mony of
'till now, had fought the comymon | terday on
enepry s:.de .by s.ae. ‘1he sieermmg .
otg&gﬁ‘;t%w :Qﬁmzmuemﬁgn L Aoyt
nigr *roufine of War con ons,[ Kenne
the midnight raids, the killings, e —
the arrests, the jailings. ‘v .n e
numerous others, her brother, Matt, | "nlikely
and her sis er, Dr, Eilis Murphy, to rem:
and the widowed Mrs. O’Callaghan he was
got to know the pattern of iail Mrs. M
life. In spite of it all, Mrs. O’Don. Ireland.
ovan kept open house for men sore
pressed on the rungas she had Aora He was
In 1920 and 1921; she helped to pp Edw:
organise the support for their de. )
pendenis” end she was in a very the Ennis
real way an influence in a time of t© Wwhom:
na‘ional near despair, gised for

After this iesting time she did Ia;[(;heonazi
not seek re-election on ‘he Jity N
Council, but turned insteal to her &t the Ne
many cul‘vred interests, For years | Fresiden

clessical examiner for :
the Secondary examinations; she |
was an active member and Vice-
President of the Thomond Archae-
ological Society and enjoyed its
p easant ou'ings ' and stimulating
lectures. She and her husband were
the two mas* active members o1 |
the commit'ee who kept '

the |
O'Curry College, Carrigaholt, Co.
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Care, going =g successfully for

'cng vears, beginning with  their |

frrendsh’'p with Neilli Ni Bhriain in | The nev

1911 and lasting 'till ‘he 1950's, ' Eireenn, I

when age forced Diarmuid to retire. -
She wes a keen gardener, know. ing out

'"a~eah'e ahout arples and rock
p ants;,_and she kept bees for some
verrs in a Limer ck suburb.  She
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Lecturer | W88 an active member and [Vice.
;e:t“me; President of the Thomond Archae-
rs in the [ological soci_etyfra.nd enjoyed its
3 101909 | P-e8sant | outings|’ and stimulpting
vk both | lectures. She and her husbhand|were
lege. She | the two most active members o1
the.n'-in the commit'ee | who_ kept | the
hambers . O'Curry qulege,; Carrigaholt, Co.
i organ-'! C are, going =g "successfully for
thumhan JOBE years, beginning with'jthelr
success.. Ir.endsh’ ?rlth Neilli Ni Bhriain in
1 of the 1911 and| lasting 'till- the 1950's,
in ‘Lady when age forced Diarmuid-to detire.
int the She wag .keen gardener, know-
iemhered 'eGreab’e | about! apples and | rock
e drams P'ants, and she kept bees for some
= vears in a' Limeéer'ek guburb. | SHe
was a shilful knitter in her day
and in'erested in embroidery, and
om her| girlnood to *he end of
er life she always bought Irish
r"r-nufac‘}xre. whether it wag car-
pets or | furniture, silver ware,
linen or tweed. i ; ‘
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It is hard In a brief account to
convey the flavour of Mrs, O'Dono-
van's personality. She made friends
‘n a1 walks of life, because she had
wide & 'a‘hles{ great distinction
and reflnements| of mind ahd a
trve  nobllity o
w’ll be remembe

‘character.
red by many| wi‘h
2fte~t’on and admiration and .the

world- will be al poorer, place for
her ragsing, I

|
Limerick County Committee of

Agriculture adjotirned its- meeting |

to-day ad a mark of respect to the
m"nuré memory [of the |ldte MI‘B 0{’Don--
ovan. "

All"me]mbers stood In silence.
H 1 |

l [ |
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CREAN—i—January 21, at St. John's
Hosnitql. Martin, beloved husband
of Christine Creapn, 26 O’Dwyer.
Villas, | Thomondgate, Limerick
(late of Ranks)| Deeply regretted
by his loving fe, son, daughter,
sisters | and |relatives. R.IP.
Remains will Be removed to St.
Munchin’s Church this (Satur-
day) eyening af 8 o'cc. Requiem
Mass' on .Monday at 10 o'clock.
Funeral at 4 o'tlock same day to

She :

|
il |
Told To Cut Down |
The qéw Director ‘of
Eireann, 54[:'. E. J. Roth, ijs CBITY-
ing out 'a campaign - an}}:ng_zt

Radio Eireann personnel i.wi‘th a

view to cutting down, on exp%nses“
Mr. Roth, according to his| own
statzment, does not &s yet know
. how this is to be done, but he
is seeking ways of -stream-lining'
the service. Well, | very| many
licence, holders are'.of opinion
that Radio Eireann very badly
needs. e shot in: the arm, Tt is |
costing the taxpayersabout £435,000 |
a year to maintain, and whi[# the |
actual® service is fairly adequate
in respect of the number of hours
.of transmissions it must beLsaid
that much of the material is sadly
lacking in imagination. If| this
Amercen ‘expert can bring g.bout,
new life into the programmes he
will well justify his -ghlary. It is
all too true that Irish listéners |
prefer to tune ‘into British sta-
tions or Radio Luxembourg. rather
than be bothered with som@e of
the' dreariness *‘and | repetitions
which " is spilled out from .their

own home station. -Yet, it seems
rather impossible to cut down ex-
penses without making the |pro-
grammes less attractive, Perhaps
with the frésher outlook Mr. Roth
will be able to succeed. \

The 'Flu Again |
Periodically each year we have
a 'flu epldemic such as is now

sweeping the country and aEfec:t-
ing 'the staffs in shops and !fac-_
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‘Mairi O'Donovan
Ldeati: of' Mrs. Maire O

ovan, |yesterday
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O'Dongvan, “the eldest of the' staff- an
falmxly, was, with her 1'_'usband,i greatly

D!.arm!lid, and her.sisters, Mrs.| the cons
Michael O'Callaghan and :Dr. Eilis! For ex
Murphy, foremost in the struggle small- to
for national freedom in Limerick District 1
and in the process w

‘ ent -through Area =l
many hardships and vicissitudes, - bour's he
not the

least of which was the an elect
murder of ex-Mayor Michael trician ¢
O'Callaghan — g calamity which, which w-
hawever, only strengthened their When th
determination to continue the his own i
struggle. Her appointment as at the d
Deputy Mayor of Limerick was g
unique event in Mrs, O'Donovan'sl
career and in the annals of the
city. " “While holding that position
bled times, she
duties with a calm !
Uty and determination which |
were wholly admirable. Indeed,|
her gracious dignity on the ocea-|
sfon when the Freedom of the City.’
was - conferred on President de 1c9e
Valera' and Mrs. Tom Clarke, in a
crowded Theatre .
the highest Possibl
the many foreign
sent.
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~move, which would be of immense and Chief
benefit to those building under the being app
distressing enough to cause many- Smﬂ“-‘ Dwgllingq-_Acts. % qublln._
people to: take {o'their beds| In- | respect, the Idea R o
fuenza, -like’ the common cold, | Porations - concern
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