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MAYORAL

SHOCK

ONE of the most
entertaining nights in
Limerick each year
is the election of

mayor — because
anything can hap-
pen.

And it’s when everything
seems wrapped up that
things often take their most
unexpected turn.

This is what happened
ten years ago:

There was a Fianna
Fiil/Labour pact in opera-
tion, and Tony Brommell
(FF) was the outgoing hold-
er of the chain.

Mick Lipper had been
selected as the Labour can-

didate, and was expected to
romp home, as Fianna Fiil
had promised support.. Mr
Lipper, it will be remem-
bered, had previously been
mayor ten years before
(1973/4) and personally
drove the train which took
that year’s All Ireland-win-
ning team to Dublin.

However, having been
proposed and seconded, Mr
Lipper decided to withdraw
“in the interests of the may-
oralty”.

The result was the elec-
tion of Terry Kelly (FG) by
9 votes to 7, Alderman Tom
Allen (Lab) abstaining.

Mrs Kelly is sister to the
then Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Peter Barry — him-
self a former Lord Mayor of
Cork, and their father, in
turn, the late Anthony
Barry, had also worn the
chain of Cork.
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