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belen Buckley's

RASH, fortright, ebull-
ient, and ix the true
parental moypld, the
wor in the
Limerick’s

that a single year's exper-
ience in the Corporation
is an inadequate probat-
lonary period for his pre-
sent office.

“Sure" expostulated Thady
Coughlan; “my father was only
iherc 12 months when he be-
came Mayor, and Xevin Brad-
shaw who was mayor in '50/51
was only elected to the Cor-
poration two or three days
when he took office.”

The question of whether his
success was resented by older
councillors, however, was =a
different matter: “I'd say a
lot of them did resent 1.
You know Ted Russell was
honest enough. Though he
thought I was young he said
he'd give me a chance. I'd
say the rest of them feel the
seme way. Anyway there gre
not many older members in
the Corporation. The average
age would be about 40.”

But whatever way one looks
at it 24 is rather a phen-
omenal age for the mayor of
& city with an anclent charter
and when I asked Thady
Coughlan to what extent his
fathep, the Indomitable Steve,
higid . helped in his accession
the ‘mayor reacted: "Well I
wefit to the party convention,
there were flve councillors
there, I was nominated and
1 got the nomination by three
votes to two. I was the offic-
ial nomination of the paty.”

Did his father not canvass
the party on his behalf?

"No, he voted for me natur-
ally. But they just made up
their minds and that was that.
I don’t think he asked any-
body In the party to support
me beforehand . ..

Mind made up

“The Wednesday before the
election I was told that no-
bhody was interested in going
forward My father wasn't
interested (my mother has not
been well this year), Frank
Leddin and Mick Lipper
weren'tinterested. I made up
my mind te go. Then Frank
Prendergast said he'd go.
That was it, It went to & vote
and I won."

Thady Coughlan's attitude
towards his fellow councillors,
after a long ejaculation of
“ah” 4 , a »_is that "most of
them . . I would say all of
them have the cumﬁlele inter-
est of Limerick at heart, But
they way they go about bring-
ing this into fruition leaves a
lot to be desired—in my opin-
ion. I may be all wrong but
this is what I think.

“I try myself in tha Corpor-
atioen, if am bringing up
some,:hlng, to have an answer
or solution to it. There is no
point in just throwing out
stuff. If you bring & problem
you have to have an answer
or some way of solving it
yourself. For example, on the
wandering horses, just one
issue, I gave them the way of
solving It; go away, be inde-
pendent of these Le®ple, buy
your own horse box and tie up
with the Prevention of Cruetly
to animals, people.

"It could have been done .,
But there again, thers were a
lot of legal tle-ups. I would
like the whole thing restructu-
red, and have horses which
are found wandering branded
like cows.”

Déaling with the subject of
any personal animosity which
might exist between himself
and his fellow councillors, the
young mayor said: “I'd say it
iz not our fault that my father
and I have brought certain
things with us into the counecil
—certain old wounds on a per-
sonel basis. There are cer-
tainly a couple of old wounds,
but I haven't tried to throw
#salt on these wounds. They
(the councillors) "have tried to
throw =alt on our wounds. [
would hope that evervbody
would work together for the
common good. With back-hit-
ing and playing at polltics, i
is only the people who suffer.

“Asx T said, all the councill-
ors have the good of Limerick
at heart, but at times It is very

hard to keep your cool. You®’

can be subjected to a barrage
and personal attack of mud-
alinging. which doesn't get us
anywhere: it only lessens our-
atanding with the people of

Too young
at 24? No,
says the

new mayor

Limerick,

“Peaple read in the local
press the night after that so-
and-so and so-and-so stood up
for 20 minutes throwing mud
at each other © ask them-
selves, what we elected
for, and think that wy don't
seam to be sery them. 1
don't see the inte of the
peaple of Limerick bhoing ser-
ved by several  couneillors
standing up and attacking
each other across the floor.”

s OWD pos-
he night I
was elected, it was thrown up
10 me to involve myself in the
Shannon Foundry strike .

I did so, for the good of Lime-
rick, for the good of the wor-
kers and for the good of the
employers. I am glad that
they are back at work. and
thrashing it out betw
ker and management,

Education

Amd now back the early
vears Yof our I youthful
mayor, where it must be sta-
ted that his education what-
ever othe pronouncenment
could be made about it, dkl not
lack varicty. Thady Coughlan's
first incursion into the realm
of formal learning was at St.
Philomena’'s  School.  From
there he progressed 1o the UBS
where he remained for 12 mon-
thd before continulng on to the
Crescent College. Then came
4 term of inculcation of Irish
culture at Ring College, which
was followed by ¢ complet-
ion of his educatfon at St
Munchin's,

After taking his ‘leaving
cert’, Thady Coughlan embar-
ked on = career in hotel man-
agenient in the Great South-
ern Hotel in Galway,

Twelve months of this,
however, was enough for the
Testless youth se he ‘“‘chucked
it up" and wenr to England.
After a perind, Britannic life
also hecame tiresome and the
young Coughlan returned
home to sell cars for T.M.W.
Eventually. he joined Well-
trade where he has remained
for flve years and is at present
in the plant hire department.

Combining his position with
Welltrade with his duties as
Limerick’'s premier citizen
Poses no problem for him:
“They have given me time
off &5 long as I mnake aure
that my work is done. Tt will
be easy enough to fix up.”

Talking avout whether he
ever had any other career am-
bitions, Thady Coughlan said:
“At the time I left school, it
was just after the general
clection in ‘68, my brother
Stephen wae_already In uni-
versity in Dublin  and my
Tather had no other source of
income than his Dall salary
. .-« he huad the book-making
hut it had to rtake asecond
place to the Dail . . . and
there wouldn't have been en-
ough to keep both of uas in
univerdity. So I said to my
father leave me alone to pad-
dle my own cance. There was
no sense in putting another
strain on the home.”

Had he rhought abouf =
political career then or ut any
time prior to last vear?

“At the local elections in '73
T had been asked to go for-
ward by the branckh and I

e Wol-.

wae prepared to go. I was just
a3 well pleased though that
there was the two year ex-
tension of the council whic
meant no election. I don
think T would have heen ci-
ected at the time; I was too
young."

Thady Coughlan attributes
his interest in politics shee
to family background:
due absolutely to my b
ground. I ean't disassociale
my=elf from it. [ enjoy i.”

Did the fairly neophyte
ftician have any Dail ambi
i “L suppose I have

But it is a matter of
time being vight
d he merely followed n
father's foolsteps in his
choice of the Labour Par:y
ov had he made an objective
msell 7
involvemient in poi-
R . he lvst 1 ean vee
really was with Clann na Po
lachta. Sean McBride
the hig political peop

re calling
3 impressed me  and
dun't forget these things.’

Thady Coughlan
rarvied for th ved
has two childien: one ¢
months and the other nine
weeks,  They are known as
Thady and Robert, and as yet
there is nu Steve in the hous
hold. Their mother, nee¢ I
Carmody, lved virtually acro.
the road from her husband in
Clontarf Pluce and was educa-
ted in St. Vincent de Paul's
sSchool and at Laurel Hill, In
true Hiberninn style the coup-

]

Background

Like Thady, Kay

too inheri-
wekground:
k Car-

ted a political
“My grandfather,
mody.” she told n ‘was on
the couneil” And “in- our
home you had to be interested
in politics; there was always a
political atmosphere there.
Life with Thady was nothing
new for me. I eampaigned for
Thady for the council and for
hls Iather before that"

Kay Coughlan (23} wel-
comed her husband's election
to the mayoralty and does not
rerent the faet that it will
curtail their time together.
Philosophically she savs “He'll
be out a lot but we'll find time
for each other at weel-ends

-+ . after all we've geen
enough ol edch other during
the Jast three years!"

Kay's reaction to the ne
that she was Limerick's latest
mayoress was "ene of & kind
of shock first of all" . .. After-
ward I felt very honoured
that being so, voung people
had confidence in us to make
a success of it.”  And hubb
coming it quickly with fam

exuberance: “which we will
do.”
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