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Prof Mike Cronm and Dr
Roisin Higgins, whb are o
seeing the Market Field His-
tory Project, will {lso attend
on-the night to recyrd the final
night's racing at tle venue.

The Markets|Field has
played a vital patt in the his-
tory. of sport inthe city. In
addition to greylbund racing,
it has been hom(to athletics
GAA, rughy, socer as well as
capnivals, ciruses and
wrestling contsts.

Sport was [irst played
there is 1886 wen the Irish
Cyeling Assoejtion and the
Gaelic Athleti Ass i
paidi£8 a day tforganise at
letie.events ovf the course of
three consective Sundays.

During te following
decade the flarkets Field
established [tself as an
important vefie and, in 1896,
the,[Jilllel'icgcoLlilty' senior
hurling chalpionship final
was playedjhere between

line ail Ballingarry.

‘.\illllill;:-; SCOore dana naa a
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When rugby and Gaelic
games had departed from the
Markets Field greyhound rac-
ing and soccer made their
homes there. The first grey-
hound race to be staged in
Ireland was held in Celtic
Park in Be
. :
border in Shelbourne Park,
Dublin later that year.

Three decades later Bord
na gCon was established as a
semi-state body in the Repub-
lic of Ireland. It made ifs
home in Limerick where
greyhound racing had first
come to the Markets Field in
1932. The track staged the
Irish Derby in 1939 and the
Irish Oaks in 1944.

Many Limerick soccer fans
also consider the Markets
Field to be their spiritual
home. Limerick AFC was
founded in 1934 and (through
several guises) made the
Markets Field its home until
1984 when it left in move that
was unpopular with support-
ers. The Markets Field is
owned by the IGB.

The Irish St Leger, is one
of the most prestigious clas-

events in the greyhound
calendar, and has taken place
in Limerick since 1944. The
Sean Dunphy-owned Bar
Blackstone became the final
ever winner of the Classic at
the Markets Field, this June.
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Markets!im@rgyhod racing

Racegoers at the Markets Field in 1955 discussing the form before the réces
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