Market trades
initsold look

Mike Dwane visited the brand new Milk Market in
Limerick at the weekend and saw the old institution had
received an impressive new makeover with more space,
more stalls and shops and a weather-proof cover. While it
was generally acclaimed, it isn't quite to everyone’s taste

SURVEY conducted
four years ago found it
rained on Limerick's
Milk Market 42 Satur-
days out of 52, archi-
tect Michael Healy
says, explaining some of the thinking
béhind the two-tonne, half-acre
canopy which now covers the hand-
some stone siuare in the heart of the

.

sReopened on Saturday following
months of redevelopment work cost-
ing €2 million, there was no oppor-
tunity on Saturday to test the water

resistance of what some are already
calling Ireland's biggest tent. The
only thing pouring at the market was
champagne as the reopening was
blessed with glorious sunshine,
Across the city, tens of thousands
of people were converging on the
Limerick Tunnel to avail of the once

in a lifefimechance to walk under -

the Shanndf. If the allure of the fun-
nel was its novelty, the crowds who
thronged the market were reac-
gquainting themselves with an old
friend, albeit one with a radical
facelift.

Both the tunnel and the market
will in their own way make the city
centre a more pleasant environment.

The Milk Market will now trade four - 4

days a week - with specialist mar-

kets on Thursdays - with longer R

opening hours and new stallholders.

“It's a lovely job and it has the feel- §

ing of those fantastic markets you
get on the Continent. There has
always been a great feeling to the
Saturday market and hopefully we'll
see that replicated every Friday and
Sunday from now on,” said Carmel

>>CONTINUED ON PAGE2
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Crowds throng the renovated Milk Market on Saturday morning, the first full day's trading since the redevelopment
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Hayes, who had travelled in from
Bruff for fish and olives.

Others weren't 5o sure what they
weare looking at, ’

"What in the name of God is the
tent supposed to be? And where
are our beautiful eobbles? Theyre
after taking away the cobbles amd
putting down tiles instead and
someone is going to break their
neck,” said Monica Hogan, who had
come along with friends Jo Mona-
han and Rita Ward, all of whom had
been coming to the market “sinee
when they were still culting the
necks off the turkeys".

"In Limerick, we do everything
a**eways. Rutland Street and
Patrick Street and Ellen Street are
falling down. They might have done
someihing with that part of town

Mirst. We didn't need this,” added
Monlea.
But the ladies' chief complaint

wias that the tent was capturing loo  §8 :

many of the market zounds

“Too noisy, much too nolisy. 1
wouldn't like to be here on a very
windy day,” sald Ms Monahan.

Mercifully for the Milk Market
Trustees, this was a minority view.

“I'm not sure if it's busier here
teday but it sure sounds that way,”
said Brian Irwin, Castletroy. “There
has always been a great buzz 1o the
market and the buzz is back but
only more than before, It's a fabu-
lous job,”

“The idea is for a multi-
use space... We have
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Evie and Liza Ward ing at the Country Choice stand In the newly
renovated Limerick Milk Market last Saturday morRing FRCTIET: BOFSY POWER
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The mushroom stand was doing a hr};i:u-ael atthe
niwly renovated Milk Market in Limerick PICTURE: BOBEY POWER
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an and Rita Ward, all of whom had
been coming to the market "sinee
when they were still cutting the
necks off the turkeys®.

“In Limerick, we do everything
a**eways., Rutland Street and
Patrick Street and Ellen Street are
falling down. They might have done
something with that part of town
first. We didn't need this," added
Monica.

But the ladies' chief comfilaint
wid that the tent was capturing too
many of the market sounds

"Tao noisy, much too noisy. I
wouldn't like to be here on a very
windy day,” sald-Ms Monahan.

Mercifully for the Milk Market
Trustees, this was a minority view.

"I'm not sure if it's busier here
today but it sure sounds that way,”
said Brian Irwin, Castletroy. "There
haz always been a great buzz to the
market and the buzz is back but
only more than before. It's a fabu-
lous job.”

“The idea is fora mult-
usespace... We have

Lyric FM just across the
road and they are very

hereas well so therels
great potential for live
performances here,”

o With his smokéd fish and sea-
weed, pates and sausages, trader
Olivier Beaujouan has been bring-
ing French flair to Limerick, via
Castlegregory, for several years,

“It's harder to hear customers
today but it makes it feel more like
that market atmosphere. If there's
one small complaint, it's the open-
ing hours. Good for everybody else
but tiring for me. The market will
atill be open today at four o'clock.
For people travelling from Kerry,
it's a long day. For me that means
getting up at half past three and not
being home until nine o'clock.™

City musician Tom MeNamara
admitted he had never played
under a kg top before but was
enjoving the new acoustics.

“It's great to play the melodeon
here and I'm high over it. They're
all saying the sound is travelling
better and that's a good thing. Bet-
ter for the atmosphere,” he said.

Eoghan Prendergast, Shannon
Development and Milk Market
Trustees, said music could become
a regular feature at the market.

"The idea is for a multi-use
space..We have Lyric FM just
across the road and they are very
keen'to do live broadeasts. We have

atthe reopening

Grace Prendergast(9), Ennls Road
MCTURE: LIAM BUREE
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olivier Beaujohn finds the longer opening hours a little tougher since he has to come from Castlegregory, but he

;rc-;::p]e like the Chambi ;Ircﬁe.rstra':"'_.

heresas well so thereis great potens:
tial for live performances here,” Mr
FPrendergast said.

IFthe canopy brings the market
an all-new look, its new sound is
just as deliberate, explained
Michael Healy, whose association
with the market goes as far back as
a thesis he did in 1979,

“The sound is contained. We
found that before, the sound of Sat-
urday mornings dissipated. But
with this tensile structure, we can
contain some of that and it all adds
ta the atmosphere with all that clit-
ter-clatter and hubbub,

"We worked with Schlaich Berg-
ermann, a German firm of interna-
tionally renowned engineers, and
worked with them from the con-
ception of the tensile structure
down to the very fine detail of the
individual stalls. And it's great to
see here this morning all the buzz
is back, with the great tradition we
have in Limerick of the country and
city people meeting one another,”
Mr Healy said,

With the new market have come
new rules, The tent {s non-smoking
and traders can no longer keep
their vans inside the walls. But
that's not necessarily a bad thing,

Watch a video feature
on the milk market on
Limerick Leader TV at
www.limerickleader.ie

said David McCaffrey of the Limer-
ick-based Sallymills Bakery.
“Initially, people had concerns
we would have to bring in the vans,
unload and get them out but we
had the full market set up and
ready to go by 8am this morning
and that was only day one. That's
down to the fact that each trader
took it upon themselves to try and
organise a bil better because they
knew they had to get rid of the van.
But the upside is once we get rid of
the vans, the aisle widths are wider,
congestion is less and there are
more stalls,” Mr MeCaffrey said.
While some complained the roof
made the place darker, Mr Healy
explained the canopy was transiu-
cent to retain an open-air characher

says it Is only a small complaint. He enjoyed the atmosphere on Saturday morning
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Val 0'Connor speaks with market rldmlnpmen co-ordinator Chris
0'Connor and Jan 0'Sullivan TD for Limerick Leader TV mcruses: rosy cLascy

to the covered market.

And Mr McCaffrey had no com-
plaints on that score either.

*I know looking at it from the
outside people had their doubts
about it but once you get inside, the
atmosphere it generates is fantas-
tic and the way the light filters
through is brilliant. And of course,
it’s all-weather which iz a bonus,”
he said.

"The main point is we have new
shops we can open all week long
and make it a venue where people
can come and have lunch or a cof-
fee and sit down and relax.. Rather
than just being a Saturday market,
it’s a lot more now so we'll be here
Fridays, Sundays, bank holiday
Mondays and we will expand it out

Mondays to Thursdays ultimately
as well.

“The pavilion units and perime-
ter units will be open on a perma-
nent basis. And we'll have special-
ist markets coming in on
Thursdays.

For example, the National Arts
and Crafts Couneil have it booked it
already every Thursday once a
maonth for the next 12 months. Arts
and crafts from all around the
country are on their way and they
have every single stall booked out
already.

“It's great for the inner city. The
way it is surrounded now with
retail parks, it needed something
new. Now here we have it. This is
the start of something new."

An exterior view of the huge
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The mushroom stand was dn hrisk trade
newly renovated Milk Market in Limerick

new canopy that will keep the rain out
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