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LN THE MaREETS

The sarlisst markets in Limerick of which as hkavae = reoord
were situated “not far from Jahr's gat=.” We know that *+his
. the are betwesen She Good Shenhero Launtgdry and
21 Avenue; hecausse the galliows for public puscutipns
L “p o the high arournd on the zite nesr the prezent
laundry premises. Al through the medisaval pericdl Pabklic
exsculions were carrisd put ners, and since thoso spectarles

WEIE a.wsys 2 featuwre of narket pisges, the Limerick market
WES no excapllion, the authoritiss 1liked # Large gesllery. It
wWas at Lhe Limerick marked place that 8ir Jobn Bourke was
=xecutad in 1887, and tha bishop of Emiv. Teren=e ~lbhert
S Brrien in 15%1.

in 1497, =2fter the Zismantiing of Thom Core castle at the
sunction of Broad Strest, John Strest and Fungret Street, the
geaeral market was moved to  the Site and was in operation
there for more than 130 years. The Gallows did not oo with

iv. At that time it was moved to the High ground st Singland,
overlocking +the city. The Flace, now the sits of &
waterworks, is still knows as T3l lows Sreen.

In the 1828°:z the market wa2s opened at the other snd Af
Mungret Strest where it bas survived to the present day. at
that time specialiced markets ware still popular, though $he
2ld meast market whick Sad Cesn so long a fezture in the
englightown (This was situatsed betweesn whesp Btrest and
courthouse Lane) was moved o cilen Btrest, This was khown 25
tha "HNew Town Meat Msrkst "

A cabbage market was st up close to the old markst in Jahn
Strest, - we till have = sireet W#nown as  the "Cabbage
Market.® ]
The market crossy,  which waz a familiar lzndmark in John
strest for mors thae teo nuntred ysars was removed antd
destroyed in the 1848%=,

From an earlier pericd ihe tish market was estsbhliished on
Bearge’s Buay, a ittls Upstream of the present Mathew
Sridge. This waz Lbnown for many years as ‘Moll Darbyts®,
atlter a woman of that name who controlled the market for the
beat part of 2 li‘tetime.

Ta&m yeare sftsr tha establishment of the corn market the
atoz market was openad in Merchant™s Buay, on the =ite of
he medieaval harbour which had besn filled in, mainly from
last fron vesselg arriving at the port. &t ths time the
lowing legend appearsd om = tablet ciopss to the bridoe:

.fit- Eh. 18‘43:
This market was srected by



the reforesd Corporation,
during ths mayoralty of
the Right Worshisful
Martin Honan

-
in the second vesr of his cffice.

2. | ace ftor nearly a hupndred vears. Potatroes
were oDrought long distanctes on horse cardés, andg grest
g

'*-i!

quantiiiss wers brought upstream from places along the
snannon estusrys some from as far  away as Kilrush, Thics
markst ceassd in ths 123487

2oy and congested appreoaches to thse corn
an wWas taken by the market trustess to =ssk 3

marEet a degisi

more CcommbDiious venue, and in the late 1B&0 s a spacinus site
wazs tound in Hamper®s Rosd (now Cathedral Placs!. Here the
carn market, butter market and Pig marke:t were set up  in
grand stvle.

Atter the corn markst - which, of course, catered for all
caerssis and hay and straw - had been removed $rom its old
=ite at Fungret Gate, and set up in ths fine open snpace a2k
the west side of the cathedrzi, the whole srsa smelt  of
new—mown hay the whols vear round. This was much ERppreciated
by the local peopls, whg wers thus enabled ta folerats the
iess preposessing odurs from the aoig markat a3 1ittlie further

up the strest.

Wit there srs many

3
3 =5 re an unfaorgsttable
teaiture of the pla£5= dnly the heads of the poor cverburdensd
Leaszts could be seen as they drew the heavy and cusbersoms
Oats to and from the market. Straw wes brousht isn and sold

i the same manner.

The zorn frade was 211 but wiped out =t Ehe time of tha
-ranster of the aarkei to Cathedral Place, bubt the hay and
stram Lrade continued % Rrosper Tor @ many years. hese
roamodities were  purchassd in gresat Guantitiss by the
nundreades of horze and donbey owners in and shout  the = i o,
andd also by the very poor, wsho could afford no bettar than
straw bedding. /& numbsr of “"Hay and Straw” stores served as
rEtail outlets,

The adjoining butter market was zlzo a Busy and colourful

|
i
Place. Butter was sold in the "lump®™, or in firkine - small
woooen nooped casks - and was brought to market on carts of
evgry descripiion from the surrounding countryside. It was
udge R ﬁd taﬁﬁﬁatEﬁﬂw of colouri and the numercus
: 7 = t often showed up against the
aright creamy bha Lg“ﬂﬁ&ﬂ WEr e accﬁpteﬁ #5 1t the zdultesration
was Comnonplace and a part of the bargain.
5 Frs. Burke, who ket 3 public house con grocery stopre



cEposite St. John's preshytery gate (now the “Sarsfiald
Aras”) was kooen as "Taste Me Butter.” from her custom of
inviting prospective buyers & sampie her wares. This
colourful name has stuck to the oid puc even up to the
prezent time. In thoss dayvs butter was not of a uniform
stantdard guality but varied greatly . according of the
crpertise of the maker.

The butter market was formerly located in Eilen Strest
atjaining the Linen Hall in Carr Strest. The tine markst
i

building with its splendid arcade has been recently cpensed up
to view { I hope that this iz not preparitory to it=
gestruction:.

A carnival athmosphesrs pervadsd the adioining pig markst on
market days. On arrival, horses and donkeys ware wntacklsad
ant allowed toc rest atter their journeysi while the ownsrs
stcod by their cresls until the grunting and squesling
oocupantis found new owners. GBroups  of schoolboys, on  Lheir
way home from the nearby Christian Brothors? schonl, were
often Lo be seen enjoying the lively jargon of the buvers and
sellers, as they excitedly waited for the dramaatic clinching
cf the bargain with +the traditional splt and sliap on the
palm.

Jf the Cathedreal markets the bulter marketr wac the first to
go. Treamery butter in asttractive iilb. macks took over from
the firkins. Howsver butter was still seing bhrought to the
old markst in Mungret Street ut  to the fitties., This was
Enocwn as “country butter®, and was always in demand.

The hay market died in +h 3
commodity almost ceased a2
becoming smotorised.

wi

es. whnen the demand for ths
ity was well on the way to
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thi
the

ine pig market wenit put long before the demics ot the bacon
- P

Tactories, and the market place became ths caid markets: this

in Luwrn was superseded by the marts,

The eld pig market is now the Neadguarters of +the fire

SErviOe,

THE MARKETE TO-Dav

iradition diges hard, the olg markset at Mungrat Btrest is
=till going strong: even when the old Rrem:oes wsre clossd
for tmwo ysars recently for  reconstruction that was never
Carri=d out; the market was carried on in +he strests
Jurside. The modern butcher shops have superseded the old
meat markets,

he retently renovated opotatos markst has s far bzen =3
tailure. People have refussed o use it as = market.



THE HIRKING FaIrRs

snother feature of the old marksts was the i“lﬁﬁ tair. this
fair in Limerick took place at the old markEL in John Btrest,
and continusd lmﬂ; etter the market was Femoved, indsed it
cperated there into the 1926°=s, when it was moved to Ball’s

bridge. At thess places Farasrs ired suitshie nands,
principally at ploughing and harvest times. These poor
felliows, with the tools ©of thair trade, spades, forks,
scythes ste., thair only possssions, reprosented the iarge
section of the peasantry that ensrged from thes turanil of the
land war with none of the lavrsis. They were still subjugated
by = tyramny no less oppressive than that endured under +ths
tandlord system. By and farge the Irish farmer regardasd the
day labourer az a “man of straw’ s and the social clesvags
that existed betwesn both was no less maryed or unjust  than
that which ewxistsd betwsen black ard white in the ilnited

The hiring fair died from a condition that, happily. left the
labowrsr less dependent on the {faroer and the farmer is=ss
dependent on the lzbourer. The fa3ipr is gone and the memary
only recalls +the sad cituation of the fine voung mern who
laboursd for pence in the graenary of there own country, =
vard of which they could never call their own.
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