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No. 176-MICK MACKEY of Ahane

FF to America in a fortnight's
time, as guest of the Lime-
rickmen’s Association of New
York, is Mick Mackey, whom many
good judges regard as the great-

est hurler Ireland has produced.!

On such a momentous subject
copimions must differ widely, and
county and provincial affiliations
play a part. Corkmen of the old
school still regard Jamesy Kelle-
her as the most remarkable of

a long line of great hurling men.

many

In'
the

claimants
Mahers, the Leahys,
nedy, Phil Cahill, to mention but
a few. Lory Meagher would prob-
ably dispute with the Walsh's, the

Tipperary there are
to the mantle

Graces and the Doyles for Kil-
kenny's crown. But above and
beyond them all, the men that

saw Mick Mackey hurl maintain

he had a glamour and attraction |

that was all his own.

I remember meeting, some years
ago, a man whose religious be-
liets were not those of the maj-

ority and who admitted to me
that the only brealk in a life-
time of strict Sabbatarian ob-
servance was ‘‘a visit to Croke
Park one memorakbie Sunday
%fternoon to see Mick. Mackey
url.”

It would be impossible to ade-
quately cover Mick's: hurling car-
eer in the scope of a single ar-
ticle. In view of the great in-
terest aroused in his coming visit
to New York, and mindful of the
unique honour this invitation con-
veys, I am departing from usual
practice in this series by devot-
ing a few weeks to the hurling
and football deeds of the mighty
Mick.

A TRIBUTE IN VERSE.

These deeds have been honoured
in song and story, and I cannot
do better than open with a little
tribute in verse, written by
Tadhg O'Donnchadha of Doon,
and which is set to the. air of
another great hurling ballad, “The
Bould Thady Quill”

I

In Lim’rick’s fair County—not

far from that city—

Was born a hero if ever was
one.
was cordial and jovial,
‘artist” at hurling,

His name is Mick Mackey from
far-famed Ahane.

Sure he showed all how scoring
was ‘‘easy”

By his

crashin’
every defence,

He adopted the solo, applied it

with “gusto,” i

He an

way through

And soon his opponents were
“taking offence.”
Chorus

For ramblin’, for rovin', for foot-

Martin Ken- |

By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

ball or hurlin’
| There was no one to equal our
) hero at play, :
May his name be rememberad,
his deeds be registered,

. And happy his life to the end of

! his day,

| 2. i

In the year thirty-three in his

! first hurling final,

| ‘Twas played 'gainst Kilkenny— '
those men by the Nore— |

A point was the margin, defeat
wag the verdiet,

But Mick he showed signs of
great thingg to be sure. !

Then thirty-four brought fame]
and good fortune

To staunch Garryowen and the
old Treaty Stone,

The All-Ireland was captured,
but the man who helped to

take it,
Was our hero, Mick Mackey,
from far-famed Ahane.
Chorus.

3.
For fifteen years or more —
~ the pride of all Lim'rick —
His fame it did spread througu-
out Erin's green ‘‘shore,”
When our county was down and |
inclined to bhe beaten,
"Twasg: “Come on, Mackey! and
give us a score.”
Oh, who will forget the nineteen-

| presented

Mick has five Munster medals,
won in 1933, 1934, 1935, 1936, 1940,

e was a member of the Lime-
' pick - team that won the National
Hurling League five years 1n suc-
cession—1934 to 1938 inclusive, the
only county ever to win five
league titles in a row.

Mick played in nine Railway
Cup hurling finals, and won on
eight occasions, He was unfor-
tunate that his side were beaten
by a point in 1936, but captained
the team to a great victory the
following year.

¢

He has eight Thomond Tour-
nament medals, inscribed for
| 1932, 1933, 1934, 1935, 1937, 1940,

1944, and 1945. Limerick, were in
America when the 1936 final was
played, and & second string re-
the County in that
year's competition.

In addition to the great Ameri-
can tour, Mick was overseas o
hurling trips on four other occa-
sions—playing each time in Lon-
don for the Ward Cup. In 1934

they beat Dublin there; in 1935
and, 1937 Kilkenny were over-
come, and in 1938 Tipperary

proved the masters.

medal; whilst 1916 memorial and
A great Oireachtas win was re-

gistered by Limerick in 1939,
when they beat the Kilkenny
team that had caused the sensa-

tior of that seascn by defeating
Cork in =& thrilling All-Ireland
firal. Mick Captained that Lime-

rick team.
It would be impossible to tabu-

forty final,

Kilkenny  fought  hard and
caused us tp fear,

But our darlin’, Mick Mackey,

his boots he discarded,
soon qll Lim'rick resoun-
dea in cheer,
Chorus.
(4)
He travelled “the States,”
gave exhibitions, .
He's remembered by all who his
hurling did see,
In Melbourne and Sydney and
'way off in Dixi,
His name it is sung even down
to this day.
Now here’s a toast to
greatest hurler,

And

and

our

Forever and ever may he with
us be!

From his inspiration may come
restoration

Of Lim'rick’s proud honour and
former glory!
Chorus.

RECORD IN TABLOID FORM.
GREAT OIREACHTAS WIN,
In tebloid form I give Mick

Mackey's record on hurling and

football fields.

Captain of the Limerick teams
that won the All-Ireland finals of
1936 and 1940, he also helped in

late all the big tournament wins
Mick figured in with both Ahane
and Limerick, but it must go on
record that he played all through
one of the most wonderful spells
in modern hurling story, and
proved the leading man in some
of the great victories that helped
Limerick write a hurling epic
thet may never be equalled.

1 can only very briefly touch on
that remarkable performance
here. Froni October 15th, 1933, to
April 24th, 1938—a period of four
and a half years—Limerick played
sixty-five games, meeting all the
leading hurling counties. They
won ffty-eight of them, drew four
and lost three. That's a rtecord
that’s going to take some beating!

1 will try and recall some of
the tournament successes. With
Ahane, one of the finest trophies
was the splendid John Daly Cup

medal: whilst 1916 memorial and
Aonach Kincora  trophies were
other hard-won laurels.

In County colours 1934 saw a
big win over Galway, at Ennis,
for the Cusack Cup. They won a
set of suit lengths by beating
Cork, 4-3 to 2-5, at Fermoy. That
was o very bad day of thunder
and lightning, and the last occa-

winning the 1934 title,

sion the far famed “Gah" Aherne
donned the Cork jersey. To .win
the Hespitals Trust medals,  at
Croke Park, Limerick beat Dub-
iin, 6-9 tq 1-2. Angther sét of suit
lengths came at Newport/ where
Limerick beat Kilkenny, 9-7 to ﬁ-—.?:
As far gs 1 can remember that
wag the second big Limerick win
in a final at the popular North
Tipperary: genfra, -7 oS
GAMES 'PLAYED ON FORMER.
AMERICAN TOUR.. ,
For the henefit ~of American
readers, anxious to recall Mick’s
preyiols. appearance  across - the
Atlantle, here  are the games
played on that tour:i—
Mey 17th, 1936, at New “Y
Limerick, 8-7; New. York, 2
May 24th, 1936, at New
Limerick,: 16-3; New York, 0
May 31st, 1936, at Boston
Limerick,’ 9-4; Massachusetts
On the home' front, Mic
e collecting  habit,
ot

it

5 tee 1931, 1938,
1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939,
1942, 1948, 1944, 1945, (1946, 1947,

and 1948 ° ;

And for good measure he added
five senior County football mem-
entos—the years 1935, 1936, 1937,
1038 and 1939 : ’

That’s sufficient +to digest, I
think, for the present. More next
week.
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RAICK MACKEY was just four-

teen years old when the
present Ahane Club was estab-
lished, at a meeting held on

November 22nd, 1926,

He was too voung then to play
on thne team but was often to be
seen on the practice ground at
Knocksentry. Not until September
1928, however, was Mick first
asked to wear the club colours.

it was a memorable occasion,
as it marked the opening of one
of the first Gaelic Grounds, with
the exception of Croke Park, to
be completely owned by the

ALAL
G"?"ne Ennis Road field was a
rough and ready affair as Mick
saw it that evening—little dift-
erent from many of the badly en-
closed, 1iii equipped pitches that
fnen did duty in any of the par-
ishes lucky to have even such an
amenity. As his father and grand-
tather often did in the old days,
it was a case of ‘togging off
by the side of a ditch for Mick
and his team mates.

Two junior hurling games Ser-
ved to open the new grounds. In
the first, South Liberties proved
victors over young Ireland, and
Ahane got on the winning road
when they gained the verdict over
Fedamore.

A PROUD DAY. "

It was a proud day for Mick
Mackey, as he had long hoped
for a place on - the team, and
feit highly pleased that he had
helped 1 ganing a win that was
eagerly sought in Ahane and
which marked a turning point in
the fortunes of the team. )

He still recalls the occasion
with particular affection, and tells
how Pat O'Reilly, now Chairman
of the County Board, was Ahane
goalkeeper, whilst Paddy Scanlan
and Timmy Ryan made an ex-
cellent midfield partnership. .

Ahane had their toughest game
that season in the next round,
and only survived the Bohermore
challenge by a solitary point, 2-1
to 2-0. Opposing Mick Mackey on
that occasion, as centre halfback
for the losers, was Paddy Keogh,
a veteran with a great hurling

record, whose son, Jim, helped
Limerick win Munster honours
last year.

On June 16th, 1929, first champ-
ionship honours came to Ahane
and Mick Mackey, when Kilmeedy
were defeated, 5-1 to 2-2, in the
1928 County junior hurling final

en Ahane beat Cappamore,
1-8 to 1-2, in the Intermediate
Championship of 1929, they defea-
ted almost the identical team that
contested the 1829 County senior
hurling final with Croom later that
season.

FAMOUS PARTNERSHIP,

The famous partnership between
John and Mick Mackey was intro-
ducced on August 4th, 1929, when
they helped to defeat Patrickswell
in the <Countyy Minor Hurling
Championship.

The following Sunday they wore
the County jersey for the first
time, when they were on the Lime-
rick side that ‘played Waterford
minors, at Dungarvan.

R. Lyddy, now a member of the
Corporation, captained the Lime-
rick team that day, the other
members_being: F. <Congdon, M.
Cregan, FP. O'Shaughnessy, T.
Keilly, M. Buckley, J. Ryan, D.
Kirby, D. Hurley, - J. Mackey, M.
Mackey, J. J. Egan, P. McMahon,
T. Flavin, M. Hickey.

The Waterford lads won—and
went on to take the All-Ireland
title,  the team including Jacky
and Declan Goode, J. Curley, D.
Wyse, P. Lannon and F. Pinkert
—the latter pair afterwards col-
leagues of Mick Mackey, as mem-
bers of the Munster Council

A

Limerick minor hurling honours
come to Ahane on August 3rd,
1930, when they beat Doon, at
Cappamore, after a gruelling
struggle.

When the intermediate
pionships were abolished in 1930,
Ahane  were allowed return to
junior ranks, and with successes
over Mungret, Ballybrown, Young
Ireland, St. Patricks, Caherline,

cham-

Templeglantine and Brureg, won,

By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

HIS FIRST SENIOR MATCH.

Mick's first senior match was
against Claughaun, in a challenge
game at the Markets Field, the
only occesion he played at that
venue, scene of some of his|
father's greatest triumphs. His|
opponent was Micky Cross, then
at the peak of a great hurling|

career. . o aa
His first championship outing |
in premier ranks was against |

'reaty. Played at Cappamore, the
Ahane lads won 7-5 to. 2-2. An|
cbjection threatened to deprive
them of victory, but a replay was
agreed upon, and this was fixed

for the Ennis Road Grounds—
the date, August 17th, 1930.
Y'orrential rain fell all through

that game, and All-Ireland hur-
ler Denny Lanigan, who refereed,

equipped himself with a huge
umbrella, making an unusual
sight as he moved up and down
the pitch,

Ahane won, and met Claughaun
in the next round at Cappamore,
to draw, 3-1 each. They won the
replay, at Croom, 6-5 to 1-1—a
fine achievement, as Claughaun '
included some great hurling fig-
ures—J. J. Kinnane snd M.
Cross, both of whom had repre-
sented Ireland against America at
the Tailteann Games; Dan Troy,

playing his last game after a
dozen glorious hurling years, Joe
(“Twager”) O'Grady and Tom
MeGrath. 2
Heavy rains caused the post-
ponement of the divisional final

against Young Ireland, but the
refixture encountered somewhat
similar conditions, and the start
was delayed by torrential rain,
with intermittent thunder peals
and vivid lightning.

A THRILLING GAME.

It proved a thrilling game, full of
life, dash and scientific hurling,
‘which Young Ireland won, 54 to
5-2, thus inflicting the first cham-
pionship defeat on Ahane since
they struck their winning vein in
September, 1928.

That Young Ireland side was
probably the greatest ever to re-
present the famous Club, includ-
ing as it did, Jim Houlihan and
the Mullane brothers of the Clare
County team; Tommy O’Brien,
who won the first National Hurl-

ing League title with Cork;
Paddy  Kenneally (Cork), Sean
Kelly, Jim Fitzgerald, John
O'Dowd, the O’'Sheas, Jack
Cusack, Gerry Markham, Paddy
O’Shaughnessy and Bill O'Donog-
hue, later one of Ireland’s
best hurling referees.

Mick was a member of the

Limerick Junior hurling team that
drew with Tipperary 4-7 =11, in the |
Munster Championship of 1930, |
played at Clonmel. “We were un-,
Iucky that day,” Mick recalis,
“and our forwardg missed <come
great openings.”

Tipperary won the re-play, 2t
Limerick, 54 to 2-5, and went on
to take All-Ireland honours, col-
lecting the Triple Crown, as the
minors and seniors also won, the
only county ever to accomplish
this feat. The Limerick players
that day were:—J, Ryan (goal),
J. Kirby, J. Fitzgerald, E.
O’Brien, J. Kennedy, M. Mackey,
W. O'Neill, J. Shanny, W. Ryan,
M. Costelloe, Tim Ryan, Martin
Ryan, M. Russell, M. Quinlivan, M.
Danaher,

WENT AS SPECTATOR BUT

PLAYED.

Mick Mackey went ag a specta-
tor to Limerick Gaelic Grounds on
November 16th, 1930, to see Lime-
rick play Kilkenny in the National
Hurling~ League. The Shannon-
siders were short, and he was in-
duced to play, wearing a senior
Co. jersey for the first time. Kil-
kenny included most of the players
that =afterwards figured in the
three great games with Cork for
the 1931 All-Ireland title, and won
34 to 0-3.

Mick recalls. his colleagues of
that occasion: Bob McConkey,
Micky Fitzgibbon, Tommy O'Brien

(Young Ireland); Willie Gleeson,
Paddy Clohosey, Tom  Shinney|
(Fedamore); Chris Ryan, '[. Slati-
~s T3l eV e Masma Wartarthe (T2

finane), Willie Hannon {Kilmal-
lock), Micky Cross (Claughaun),
Timmy Ryan (Ahane), Ned Cregan
(Newcastle West) and Mick |
Hough (Dublin Young Irelands)—
a native of Monegay.

One of his nrst tournament
medals wag that secured at Abing-
ton, with victories over Bally-
bricken 2nd Cappamore. The
Tournament was organised to aid
the Benedictine Fathers of Glen-
stal Castle, who had some time
earlier bought the ancestral home
of the Barringtons, for conversion
to a monastery,

e of the sweetest Ahane
successes of the early club-days
was the defeat of the reigning

chaimpions, Young Ireland, in the
opening round of the 1931 County
senior hurling championship. They
followed up with victories over
Hospital, Treaty and Croom, to
win the first of fifteen senior
finals in which Mick figured.

Paddy Scanlan captained that
winning Ahane team, the other
members of which were: D.
O’Malley, M, McDonagh, P. Hil-
liard, J. Mackey, M. Mackey, An-
thony Mackey, Tim Ryan, J.
Ryan, M. Ryan, E. O'Brien, M.
Hickey, P. Joyce, E. McDonagh,

The Limerick championship
won, Ahane then set about assert-
ing their superiority in the club
tournament games which were
such a feature of the Munster
year at the period.

! M. Quinlan.

In the Newport Tournament,
for a silver cup and set of gold
medals, presented by Very Rev.

Father Condon, P.P,, Ahane beat
Templederry, drew with Newport
in the firal, but lost the replay,
19 points to 13.

Mick Mackey, speaking of the
games, agreed they were right
tough ones—hard fought, with no
quarter given or looked for. The
replay with Newport was a par-
ticularly strenuous affair—a battle

Eoyal between close neighbours.
_Newgport_ had a great team
then,” Mick said, “but Clonoulty

beat”them in the Tipperary title
race.
When Ahane beat a strong West
Limerick selection at the New-
castle Wgst Feis, 5-7 to 3-6, Mick
was playinginan unusual position
—right half-back.
Ahane figured prominently in the
first big effort to raise funds for
the development of the Limerick
Gaelic Grounds, the organisation
of Aonach Kincora—a joint wven-
ture wunder G.A.A. and Gaelic
League auspices that attracted a
total attendance of 17,324, with re-
ceipts £1,361 17s. 6d.
THE FINAL. i

The hurling final for the Aonach
trophies resulted in a heavy re-
verse for Ahane, Newmarket-on-
Fergus beating them 7-3 to 2-T.

That defeat was revenged in de-
cisive fashion a little later. Ahane
showed brilliant form in beating
Toomevara, 2-3 to 14 at Ennis
Show Grounds in the Maghera
Church Tournament  semi-final.
The Tipperary lads were at the
height of their fame and included
noted hurlers like Tom O'Meara,
Martin Kennedy, Garrett Howard
and Jack Gleeson.

Newmarket-on-Fergug opposed
them in the final, played at Lime-
rick Gaelic Grounds, which Ahane
won, 54 to 1-2. That was the first
great Ahane tournament success.

Next week I hope to deal with
Limerick's rise to inter-county
greatness, and the - part Mick
Mackey played in same. I

W Gorec( 556



REMARKABLE feature of,
d Ahane's second junior hurling

,championship’s success was the
fact ‘that the team played five
gameg in the space of seven
weeks—March  8th, 1931, beat

Young Irelands, 9-4 to 3-1. at the
Lrael.¢ Grounds; March 15th, beat
St. Patrick’s, 4-8 to 1-4, at Her-
bert's - Field, Sallymount: March
22nd, beat Caherline, 84 to 5-0,~t
Gaelic: Grounds: April 12th, Co. |
Semi-Final, beat Templeglantine,
11-1 to 3-0, at Croom; April 19th,
Co. Final, beat Bruree, 85 to 1-3,
at Croom,"

Mick Mackey wag injured in the
match with Templeglantine, and
did not play in the final, when the
Ahane team was:—P. Q'Shea, P.
Hilliard, M. MecDonagh, J. Ryan,
M. Ryan, M. Quinlivan, E. McDon-
agh, J. Mackey, P. Joyce, J. Burns,
P, O'Brien, T. Ryan M. Hourigan, |
E. Delaney, M. Hickey, |

Limerick opened 1932 with a
greal display against Tipperary, at
Kilmallock, in the Jim Riordan
Testimonial Tournament Final, on
February 21st. Tipperary fielded
the bulk of the players that had
won All-Ireland honours in 1830,
and a2 draw was a fitting result to|
an exciting and hard-fought game. |

The Shannonside fifteen was:—;
—T. Shinney, 2% Ryan, M. |
Cross, J. Kelly, M. Mackey, T. |

MecCarthy, P. Joyce, D. Clohessy,
P. Clohessy, M. Liston, J. Ryan,
M, Fitzgibbon, J. Mackey, M.
Haran, T. O'Brien. .

In the re-play at the same venue
gn 2A3pri] 10th, Tipperary won, 4-2
o 2-3.

FEIS SEMI-FINAL AND
FINAL,

Limerick had revenge on May
1st, when in the semi-final of the
Thomond Feis competition they
beat the Premier County men, 5-4
to 4-1. Ir the second semi-final
Clare caused quite a sensation by
defeating Cork, all-Ireland cham-
pions, 4-3 to 3-4.

The Feis final on June 12th
proved one of the outstanding
games of the period. Three quar-
ter way through Limerick forged!
ahead but Clare fought back in
sterling fashion and were fighting
hard for a winning goal when the
long: whistle brought relief to a|
sorely tried but brilliant Limerick
back line,

This was the first hig Limerick
success with the team, which
made such hurling history in after
years, and Mick’s first inter-
county medal. The nameg of that
fifteen will be recalled with inter-
est:—Paddy Scanlan (goal), D.
O'Malley, P. Clohessy, T. Ryan, J.
Lane, M. Mackey, M. Fitzgibbon,
T. O’Brien, M. Hough, John
Roche, Jim Roche, E. Cregan, M.
Cross, P. Joyce, D. Clohessy,
LIMERICK ROSE TO GREAT

HEIGHTIS,

Mick Mackey rates that final one
of the most exciting of his early
games, and feels that Limerick, who
won 2-6 to 2-4, rose to great heights !
that evening., Clare subsequently
proved their worth by winning the
Munster title, but were narrowly
beaten by a great Kilkenny team in

By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

the Blue Riband decider.

Limerick beat Tipperary, 4-2 to
1-5, in the opening round of the
Munster Championships, at Corvk.
Mick Mackey was playing on John
Maher that day, the laiter being
flanked by two of Ireland’s best
half-backs of the pericd—Phil Pur-
cell and Garrett Howard.

-~ -

M. Mackey, J. Mackey, D. O’Malley,
J. Moloney, D, Givens, P. Joyce,
E. McDonagh, M. McDonagh, M.
Hickey, E, O'Brien, M. Quinlivan,
M. Aherne. )
TOURNAMENT OUTINGS.
Ahane were more successfui in
their tournament outings. With vic-
tories over Adare and Fedamore,
they won the second Aonach Kin-
cora Tournament trophies, and then
went on to take the 1916 Memorial

The Cork-Limerick semi-final Cup and Medals, defeating Eire Og
clash atiracted a great crowd (0 (Cork) in the semi-final and Now.
Thurles on July 17th, and they market-on-Fergus (Clare) in the
were rewarded with one of 2 final.

Iicst_gan‘)es of many Sseasons, In the gemi-final of the Rath
eesgag;s forging ahead in 3¢ Tuire Tournament they had a good
SOUCUEARE  SWimER o & AerTHle o, ouie Ot Nesin Rangers,

struggle, to win, 54 to 3-5. High-
light of the day were the duels be-
tween Mick Mackey and Cork's
greatl centre-half-back, Jim Regan.
CORK A BIG OPPOSITION,
“Cork were All-Ireland cham-
pions at the time,” Mick recalls.
“They had defeated Xilkenny
in a second tre-play of the 1931
final, and with four Blue Ribands
in the preceding six years to their
credit it was certainly no dis-
grace to be beaten by them.”
Timmy Ryan captained the
Limerick team, Paddy Scanlan
was in goal. Those two, with
Mick Mackey, Paddy Joyce and
Denis O'Malley made five Ahane
men on the side. Young Ireland
with Micky Fitzgibbon, Bob Mec-
Conkey, and Tommy O’Brien, and
Fedamore with Tommy McCarthy,
Paddy and Dave Clohesey, had
three apiece; the remaining posi-
tions being filled by Ned Cregan
and John Roche( Newcastle West)

Micky Cross (Claughaun) and
Mick Hough (Young Irelands,
Dublin), John Mackey (Ahane),

and Christy O'Brien {(Cappamore)
came on as subs. during the
course of the game,

A record crowd for a first round
game were at Croom to

}hed 1931 champions, Young Ire-
and.
A GREAT GAME,

Mick remembers it as “a great
game in which no quarter was
given or sought. It was a good,
sporting tussle withal. Ahane ap-
peared to have matters well under
control at the interval, when we
led, 2-3 to 1-0.

“The second half was not long
under way, however, before it was
apparent we were up against it,
and ten minutes from the end a
great goal by veteran Bob Mec-
Conkey, scored almost from the
corner flag, put Young Ireland
ahead for the first time, to event-
ually beat us 6-1 to 2-5. That was
the only hurling - championship
ii;;()e%t we suffered between 1931 and

The teams that exciting day were: !

Young Ireland—Micky Fitzgibbon
(captain), Jim Fitzgerald (goal), P.

O’Shaughnessy, J. Kelly, M, O’Shea, |

G. Markham, M. Kennedy, P. Ken-
nedy, J. Mullane, J. O’Dowd, T.
O'Brien, R. McConkey, W. O’Donog-
hue, J. O'Shea, T. Mullane. Ahane—
Timmy Ryan (captain), Paddy
Scanlan (goal), J. Ryan, M. Ryan,

el 1956

see |
Ahane defend their title against'

and met Glen Rovers, then coming
into the Cork championship lime-
light, in the final. It proved a
right tough struggle, and Ahane
were ahead, 2-3 to 2-2, ten minutes
from time when a dispute arose
and the game was abandoned. A
replay was eventually agreed upon,
which Ahane won, 3-5 to 2-2.

Dealing with the National Hurling
League campaign of that season,
in which Limerick contested the
final with Kilkenny, Mick told me
the opening game was a most
exciting one. Their opponents were
Tipperary and the venue was
Thurles. It was a very bad day,
but those that braved the elements
were treated to a thrilling tussle,
which Limerick won by a solitary
point.

Three weeks later, Galway beat
Limerick, at Tuam, 4-2 to 3-3, after
a first-class contest, with excite-
ment intense throughout, Mick was
not playing on that occasion, being
laid up with a heavy cold.

f HOME GAMES,
| The next two games were home
'ones, Limerick disposing of Offaly,
7-2 to 3-3, and Clare (Munster
champions), 4-2 to 2-2. |
A play-off was necessary to decide
divisional honours. This took place

at Limerick and resulted : Limerick

!3—2, Tipperary 1-1.

“We thus qualified to meet Kil-
kenny in the National League final,”
Mick told me. “The game took
place at Nowlan Park, on April
9th, 1933. Great interest centered
in our meeting and a huge Lime-
rick crowd made the trip. I was
playing left-half forward that day,
and had as opponent, Paddy Phelan.
| “Limerick opened very strongly
and had most of the play for
twenty minutes, but our forward
work was very faulty. Then Micky
Cross, playing a great game, was
injured and had to retire, and Kil-
kenny forged ahead by the interval,
14 to 1-0,

' “On the turnover, we cut the
leeway, Timmy Ryan sending a pair
of lovely points. Then Micky Kitz-

{and our defences collapsed, Kil-
| kenny winning readily, 3-8 to 1-3.
THE NORESIDE TEAM.

| “Fddie Doyle captained that Nore-
| side team, which included many
players we were to meet often-
times in after years: Paddy Lar-
kin, Peter O’Reilly, “Sag” Carroll,
Paddy Phelan, Paddy and Eddie
Byrne, Lory Meagher, Timmy
Leahy, Johnny Dunne, hero of the
1933 All-Treland final, Martin and
Matty Power.

“Timmy Ryah was

captain; Paddy Scanlan gave a
wonderful display in goals. Our
full-backs were : Ned Cregan,

Tommy McCarthy and D. O'Mal-
ley, Paddy Clohosey, Micky Cross,
and Mickey Fitzgibbon manned the
half-back line and when the latter
pair were injured their places were

taken by P. Joyce and J.
Moleney.
“My brother, John, partnered

Timmy Ryan at midfield, and with
me in the forward line were M.
Quinlivan and C. O’Brien. Our top
forwards were D, Clohesey, M. Ryan
and M. Hough.

“That was my first introduction
to really big hurling and, although
beaten that day, we won the next
five National League titles in a
row, and John helped Limerick to
six League successes—the only hur-
ler to win six National League
medals.”

gibbon had to go off with an injury'’

Limerick’s



HEAVY defeat at the hands of |
Kilkenny, in that first great
ivaeiional Hurling League final in
whicn Limerick figured, by no
means discouraged the hurlers,
who set. about in earnest prepara-
tion for their Miunster Champion-
ship campaign. 1

The situation at that time bears
a striking similiarity to the posit- |
ion of Limerick hurling just now,i
one of the reasens why 1 am deal-|
ing in such detail with the events/
of that period in the hope that as .
well as receiling the glories of}
Limerick during the years wheni
Mick Mackey was in his heyday,J
the example of that great team;
will prove en inspiration to thej
lads of to-day, who have every op-!
portunity of following in their
footsieps.

A great Limerick crowd made
the Journey to Thurles on IMay
28th, 1933, where Clare were due
to meet the Shannonsiders in the
opening round of the Munster
Champienship. The Banner County
lads were the holders of the title
and big interest centered in the
match.

MEMORABLE FEATURE.

A memorable feature was the
chartering of a special express
train to bring two players, who
were engaged in & Dublin Champ-
ionship tie at Croke Park that
.naorning, to the wvenue. They were
Jim Houlihan (Clare) and Christy
O’Brien (Limerick), who also
played on opposing sides in the
Metropolitan game,

The match proved a disappoint-
ing affair, entirely devoid of thrills,
Limerick dismissing the champions
with surprising and consummate
ease, the final score reading: Lime-
rick, 6-8; Clare, 1-1. Mick Mackey
was playing on Dr. Jim Hogsan,
a fine strong hurler and good long
distance striker, who captained the
U.C.D. team that- won the Dublin
Championship the following year.
Thirty thousand people were at
Thurleg for the semi-fingl, in which
Limerick played Cork. Murros
born Archbishop Harty, Patron of
the G.A.A., threw in the ball, after
addressing a few words of en-
couragement to the players.

Cork fielded a very strong fifteen
that included hurling masters of
the calibre of Jim Regan, Jim
Hurley, Denny Barry Murphy,
George Garrett and “Fox” Collins.

A Tight hard game it proved,
with the standard of hurling high.
Limerick won, 2-9 to 1-6. |

THE FINAL.

In the final at Cork Athletic!
Grounds, Limerick were pitted
against Waterford. The Shannon-
siders were clearly superior ail
through and outclassed the lads
from the Decies to such an extent
that many of the spectators were
on the way home when a flare-up
occured eight minutes from the
end. Spectators invaded the pitch,
and with Limerick leading 3-7 to
1-2 it goes without saying that
they wecre very anxious to finish
the game. The Garryowen players
helped the referee in his efforts
to clear the pitehs but it was to
no avail, and the match had to be
abandoned It was a disappointing
ending ‘to the Seouthern decider,
but Limerick were awarded the
title by the Munster Council and
thus qualified for another meeting
with the Noresiders, this occasion
in the All Ireland Championship
Final.

The Rlack and Amber lads had
reached their third successive final
the hard way. Four goals down at
half-time in their Leinster Final
battle with Dublin, they staged a
remarkable recovery to win, 7-5 to
5-5. Galway then gave them a
terrific match Dbefore Kilkenny
emerged, 510 to 3-8.

e A HUOGE: “GATE, - c
All  sporting records to then
were broken for that final—45,176
people paying to see the game, it
being reckoned that another five
thousand were disappointed when
all gates were closed twenty min-
utes before play commenced. The
,Limerickmen, who travelleq by
train the previous evening, were
met at Kingsbridge by representa.
tives of the Limerick men resident
in Dublin, who gave them an en-

| "Faith Of Qur

By SEAMUS o’CEALLmGH}

The Boherbuoy Band was pre-
gent in Croke Park and played
Fathers” as Most
Rev. Dr. Collier, Bishop of Ossory,
atepped on the pitch, accompanied |
by President de Valera, withp the
then Chairman of the Ceneral’
Council, Sean McCarthy of Cork.
The referee was Stephen Jordan,
T.D., Galway. )

It proved a wonderful struggle
end 2 grand hurling display, The
sides were neck and neck during
the greater part of an hour of real
hurling thrills. They were level —|
four points apiece at the interval, !
It was still anybody’s game near-
ing the end of the hour, when
Jonnny Dunne’'s wonder goal—the
only major score of the day—gave
victory to Kilkenny. Limerick
feught back determinedly in alast
effort to prevent defeat but could
not master the Noreside backs.

THE TEARMS,

Both teams deserve to be remem-
bered: i

Kilkenny—FEddie Doyle, capt.;
Jack Dermody (goal), Joanny
Dunne, Lory Meagher, Faddy La:-
kin, Paddy Phelan, Martin White,
P. O'Reilly, P. Byrne, Tommy
Leahy, E. Byrne, J, Walsh, J, Fitz-
patrick, Matty Power, Martin
Power. (When Jack Dermody was
injured he was replaced by Jimmy
O’Connell). '

Limerick — Micky

Fitzgibbon,

capt.; Paddy Scanlan (goal), Ned
Cregan, Tom McCarthy, Micky
Cross, Paddy Clohessy, Garrett

Howard, Timmy Ryan, Mick Ryan,
John Mackey, Jim Roche, Mick
Mackey, Christy O’Brien, Pat
Ryan, Dave Clohessy, (Bill O'Don-
oghue replaced Mick Ryan, who
was injured).

Veteran sports writer, Paddy
Devlin, who saw almost every All-
Ireland final from the foundation
of the G.A.A., wrote after the
game: “It was the most intensive
and exciting display of hurling
over the full sixty minutes of play
which the majority of us who
were present have ever witnessed.
I have never, indeed, seen hurling
exchanges so pulsating as they
were in this match. The striking
was first time and impromptu all
the time, and the scoring so close
all through that altogether it was
a4 most nerve shattering experience
for everyone of that mammoth
record hosting.” -

OTHER REFERENCES.

Jack Rochford, the noted Xil-
kenny hurling old timer was so
impressed with Limerick that he
said after the match: “I don't
know how that Limerick team was
beaten. It's the best team I ever
saw coming out of Munster.”

The “Irish Independent” in an
editorial the following morning'
said: ‘“Hitherto the foothall final|
has almost invariably drawn 2
larger gathering than hurling. Thn |
record is now held by hurling and |
that is something that Gaels will|
be proud of. s A

“As long as games survive en-
thusiasts will argue the merits of
one form of football against
another, There iz no argument
and no room for argument in the
case of hurling, It stands o, its
own, superb and peerless. There is
no game which calls for greater
speed and stamina, for more skill,
judgement, self control and accur-
acy of eye, and therefore, apart|
from its ~ traditional clainmis no|
game is better adapted than hur-;
ling to give our youth a fraining,

in the qualities that make for|
manliness. i
GLORIOUS UNCERTAINTY.

‘And it has all the glorious un-|
certainty that left yesterday's
laurels —-in —~the -balance-until- the
last moment of the hour, the un-
certainty - that would doubtless
make every Limerickman say if
the game were to be played again
to-morrow the result might be
different.

“Nothing like thig final has been
ever seen before at Croke Park or

anywhere in Ireland. It was a
great game played in the spirit
that animates champions who

know how to play the game for
+ha cama’z sake.”

After the ma:

entertained er & T
I,H_otel, at a function organiseq Py
the Limerickmen’s  Ascocigtionh.

and at which warm tributes wer
e i e, Roisiad S otemg

it in  whic 1] reat galle
wag decided . fie. ERoey &

Limerick successfully defended
the Thomond Cup this season, de-
feating Clare, 6-8 to 1-2, in the
semi-final, and Tipperary 4-2 to
2.2, in the final.

In the Newport Church Tourna-
ment the Shannonsiders beat Gal-
way, 9-5 to 2-5, and took the iro-
phies, at the expense of Clare, who
were beaten 4-8 to 1-2. .

Ahane regained Limerick senior
hurling championship homnours, de-
feating Treaty, Murroe and Feda-
more on their way to the final in
which they friumphed over Croom,
1-7 to 1-1, after a
struggle.

Anszne alse played some good

football that season, and were un-

lucky to go ouwt op an objeection
after making much progress in the
fipht for Junior County honours.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
VICTORIES,
Limerick finished 1833 with a
series of great National Hurling

League victories. First outing was
against Tipperary, a2 game charac-
terised by plenty of pace and good
stick  work, ILimerick success
marked their seventh consecutive
win over the Premier County -lads
—a great achievement indeed.
Offaly, Galway and Clare were
disposed of in turn, and on blMarch
25th, 1934, at Limerick Gaelic
Grounds, the home fifteen lined
out against Dublin for National
League honours. It proved a great
and exhilirating contest, close
tackling and fast striking 'being a
feature of a hard fought final
which Limerick won, 3-6 to 3-3.
John Mackey was the hero 'of
that decider, the Press paying him
this tribute: “To John Mackey
must be given a special meed of
praise: He simply was not to be
stopped. He sped like a hare along
the wing, and lashed in ball after
ball, Clearly Mackey won the
mateh for Limerick, and had he
been absent Limerick Wwould not
be pnow holders of League honours.

AN EPI0 FEAT.

“His goal prior to half time was
an epic feat, which will live lozgin
memory—a gnap ‘from Scanlan’s
goal puck, a sharp, low cut, and
the ball resting in the corner of
the net. That was the fair haired
boy's answer to a prolonged
period of Dublin supremacy. In-
deed, it was the turning point of
the great contest.”

Wild scenes of enthusiasm
greeted the final whistle, which
were renewed when Sean McCar-

thy, President of the G.A.A., pre-
sented the Croke Cup to the Lime-
rieck cartain. The winning team on
that cecasicn read: Mick Kennedy,
captain: Paddy Scanlan (goal),
Bill ODonoghue, Timmy Ryan,
John Mackey, Mick Mackey, Mick
Hickey, Ned Cregan, Micky Cross.
Mizk Ryan, Pat Ryan, Jim Roche,

Mick Sexton, Garrett Howard,
Christy O'Brien. )
IWext week we will see how

Limericik won the Golden Jubilee
All-Treland Hurling Blue Riband,
and helped materially in bringing
the Railway Cup to Munster that
senson.

gruelling
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" ANYr are.d_ti:e L’It_rlllzu:[s kth%t By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH trl'Pl\ﬁgk Mackey was Lhe Eest
B DRSO e Ao . hurler that Limerick over pro-

ability as a hurler. I could not
possibly, in the space at my dis-

duced, because it can be gleened
from his achievements that he
possessed the outstanding essent-

There’s a boy who hails 'Irom
Fedamore, Paddy Clohessy

posal, reproduce anything like is his name i et

them all, but I feel that in justics| A star with lustre bright, un-|ials that will never be “equalled,
all, ] dimmed and naton.wide 20t alone in  Limerick, but

to his record, and the opinion of his- fame k throughout Ireland, and they!

were: Hurling ability, team spirit, '
physical fitness, dynamic personal-
ity, and .last but not leas:, a .
mental capacity that enabl:d him
to be in the right place at the
right time and do the right thing
in the proper way.” i

And from Hast Limerick:—

“His uncanny ball control, the

many that he was Ireland’s great-
est hurler, some should be men-
tioned. i

One of Clare’s greatest Gaels
wrote me some time ago:, “Mick
Mackey not alone was Limerick’s
best hurler, but he was the best
hurler of all times and Paddy
Clohessy was the best centre half

And from Knockainey's gtoried
mound this year a man came

in,

‘Tis Tommy Cooke, with slash
and hook, for Mick Mackey
and his men.

Then Timmy Ryan at centre

back of all times. I have seen {)igil’g}e you heard his mname | g "o whish Suety cje&'ence‘

every important championship His 119 L held his powerful thrust and at-
: 8 prowess at the ancient game | = = < :

i my Tones e o et s Jmown from shors to|Zgs, G el Mie manner 1

e . re L 4 T 22

Several poems were written ;s SEHULEy T S the high esteem and loyalty of
singing the praises of the great Mlc}fma{llgkfgéeI;fll“igna;;‘;ims;rgﬂrgl: his team mates 0 him at all

Limerick skipper, and a well- ) 2 o times, and last, but by no means
known South Limerick hurling en- Butdi'ée dv‘,l‘i%;h'“ﬁﬁg{'{dyMg’cgé;? ;gg least, his personality in general,
thusiast penned this one following his:Y men which drew :rowas wherev-1 he
nine great All Ireland successes, . went, these are some of the
in which Mick captained the| of Jim Mc artily, Feenagh's | Leasons that make Mick Mackey |
Shannonside fifteen:— pride, Mick Kennedy snd |Ireland’s greatest hurler.”
i S ; o Ned Chawke, In one of the newspapers of

Oh! Limerick 'is beautiful, as Of Peter Cregan‘ Jackie Power, |nis day this appeared:—
everybody knows, I'd like to sing and talk,! ~Mick Mackey is one of ous’
‘Tis there the early flowerets John Mackey and Dick Sfokgs’*greatest ball players, number une
spring and summers’ grand- my boys, all fought Ilike |indeed in the hurling world., His
eur grows, trojans then, success lies, apart from a power-
In days of old its men were And Jim Roche so true from | ful physique, expert control, quick ¢
boid and fought like heroes “Croom Abu,” with Mick | eve, and keenness of anticipat on
then, Mackey and his men. 1in what may be called ‘scoring
And their renown is handed! pow Paddy McMahon from | mentality’  Other forwards try
gpwn to- Mick Mackey and Ahane, I never can forget, |t0 score, Mick means {0 and'
is men. tiger in the on , 'g | does.” !
A HSeE 0 the. okser Dok, el | VIEWS OF 4 GREAT SPORTING
We followed you through Mun- Then cheers for all that gallant JOURNALIST. i
ster and we shouted for your band again and yet again,|, Dublin’s great sporting joucnal-
fame, » That great fifteen, the white |ist . P. Murphy, writing in
On Dublin’s far famed pitch and green, Mick Mackey and |the Divine Word Missionaries
we stood that bears a gilor- his men. Annual, said:— 4
5 diouhs nacllne, 5 " : “There is no accounting 1f'c'r in-
nd cheered with joy each man ‘ dividual tastes, but if asked to
and boy, each maid and| ! aﬁg_ Iﬁ?vg?ayu%orcggﬂlegﬂﬁnzg name the greatest hurler sand

matron when two Gaelic footballer 1 have ever seen,
s

We saw the sheen of white and , e v -|I feel that I would have more
green, Mick Mackey and his An%e; 1%0 cgrlneo%tésnyérelrdez‘I%%; supporters than ,opponents when
mnien. We won't talk of County Coun. |Placing leer_lcks Mick Mackey

cils, Boards of Health or|top of the list in hurling and

From Corrin’s heathelad slopes thiﬁgs akin John Joe Sheehy, leader of the
we came along by Galtee-| Angq make no boast but drink | G:2elic football stars,

more, - a toast to Mick Mackey and “Though aware of the array

Fror%a sweet Tipperary s ‘borde'r his men tnat might be tpau-atclhed by thl{JS'e
OWns, awa; IS Shannon’s " in disagreement wi my selec-
shore, S “TERRIFIC GAME.” e 1 stand by them. Wcen

From the Banner County's hills| A Limerick City reader recalls aventuring forth to pick the sec-
we came around by Ioynes|terrific game played in Castle-|ond best in each game, how-
and Glin, connell during the Emergency for |ever, the assignment almost in-

To cheer that day the grand|2a silver cup, offered by Col. Tom |firnidate: me. ~ Men like Christy

Feely, 0O.C.,, T7th Brigade.

Ring, Lory Meagher, Eadie Cough-
The contestants were the Tth :

array of Mick Mackay and A .
lan, Mick King, Martin Kenuedy,

his men.

5 Brigade (All Army Champions) |Boh Iockler, John Keane, Phil

‘Twas well we knew the game|and Ahane (Limerick County | Cahill, Mick D’Arey, Sean Og
would be both fierce and|champions). Mick Mackey, Phiily | Murphy, Peter Blanchfield, Mick
strong that day, Burns, = Paddy O'Shea, = Micky |Zijl and Paddy Clohessy—all cai-
When the Noreside boys came|O'Grady and Jim McGrath played |tying  thcir hurleys as if toev
on ‘the pitch all eager for|Wwith the army lads, but Ahane|were part of them — command
the fray, won by two points. consideration, But having ‘re-

Resolved wece they to win their | Ile comments: “I'll never forget' plavedq many epic games in mak-

way and gain the Crown|that game I think it wes theiirg s decision, the honour goes to
again, only time the two drothers played Glen Rover's Cork wizard, Christy
But we said “No? ‘twili surely|on opposite sides, and I can tell ' Ring.
go to Mick Mackey and his|You that you saw auriing at its|“pHE TERROR OF HIS TIME.”
men.” best that day.” “ I stand pat on my nomin-
Another reader, a West Lime- ation of Mackey and Sheehy as
It was a glorious sight to see,| riclk man, has this to say: the greatest players ever. Dur-
sweet ‘music filled the air,|  “Mick Mackey was the huwoan|ing the Limerick man’'s prime,
The happy throng were gathered |dynamo which motivated Jre- there were fine centre half backs
round and had no room to|land’s greatest hurling machine;|on the hurling field, but naving
spare. his the brain which conceived | seen him make a monkey of

most masterly scoring moves; his
the courage which urged Lis
comrades to greater deeds of dar-
ing; his the cheerful spirit which
added spice to the sweets of vic-

them all, T could not conceive
there ever having been a greater
hurier. The name of Tipperarys
John Maher will always be re-'
called with pride in his native

In proud parade and undis-
mayed, each side came out
to win,

We said “no doubt, ’tis coming
south to Mick Mackey and

his men.” tory, and diluted the bitter pill|geuriy. Yet one day in Thurles'

of defeat; for Mackey was, des-|] saw the Ahane idol score 4-6

To each and all of our gallant | pite his clowning, the two ends|of his own hurley in an nour |
band, a tribute 1 would pay,|and middle of a geniman. A |of magnificent achievement by

hundred scribes might place the
crown of victory on a hundred
different heads, but my history
would record the name of Mick

msny players. Strong as an ox,
and & genius to his finger tips,
Meacicey was in truth, the ter.or
of his time. The manner in which

The great Mick Mackey first of
all was the nero of the day,
And Paddy Scanlag, tried and
true, has proved his worth

again, Mackey, as the High King of Ire-|he ccuid career through a de-
Repelled attack with lightning | land’s hurling men.” fence, obiivious of swinging hur-
crack for Mick Mackey and OTHER TRIBUTES. leyrx was almost frightening m

his men. From the South we nave this its daring.”



T'H’E 1944 Munster senior hurling
final re-play between

Thurles, the date July 30th,

l

Cork : i %
and Limerick was again fixed for| Man gets in a lifetime and it came
at the right minute when a seore

ball, nobody tuched it.
“It was one of these goals that a

The crowd wag once more a| Was worth a king’s ransom.

great one, Thurles was packed to
overflowing the previous
and the morning of the game saw
another influx of vehicles that
transformed the Cathedral City
to something like its appearance
in the infant days of the G.A.A.,
when the great Archbishop Croke
walked its streets.

A hig number of Limerick en-
thusiast left the city on the Satur-
day and walked the forty odd
miles to Thurles. Sixty-five years
old Peter Ryan set off from Lis-
nagry, waliing thirty-five miles
to see the game. The Spirit of the

old days wag never more evid-

enjt in our time than in

that memorable year of 1944
DRAMATIC MATCH

It was a dramatic match, as
extracts from some press reports
will testify. ‘

the

“Green Flag,”
“Irish Press,”” said:— s

“Well played Cork! Gallant win-
ners of the Munster Hurling fiinal
replay. Hard luck, Limerick,
sporting losers of a classic that
thrilled thousands.

““Inquests’ are unavoidable after
a game such as that which held
the crowd in a spell, and while
everybody, including the most ar-
dent Limerick supporters, will con-
gratulate Cork on their magnificent
rally when all seemed lost, most
people will agree that it was tough
on Limerick to be beaten with vic-
tory almost in their grasp.

“The ‘keep the game fast” last
minute advice to the Cork men
played a big part in the win,
which was as dramatic as any we
have seen in a Munster final.

“The champions set the pace
early on, and although they had
to give way to Limerick in the
second and third quarters, they
never forgot that little bit of ad-
vice, i

“It was their lightning burst in
the last quarter that swept a tir-
ing Limerick centre-field and de-
fence off their feet, and as grand
a solo run as ever Mick Mackey
essayed in his

writing in

whose finishing shot was

night,

“Luck seemed against Limerick
as, in addition to the earlier goal,
which Mick Mackey netted just
as the whistle had gone for a free,
the Limerick skipper knocked the
lime off the upright in a bid for
the goal that would again have
levelled up, leaving the issue to
be decided in extra time.

“Mick, when

old son dressed in ‘the Limerick
colours, was given a wonderful!
ovation as a ftribute from all on|
hig great display.” |

A CHERISHED MEMORY

In the “Irish Independent,”
read:— | |

“For those who were at Thurles |
the last minute goal by Christy |
Ring, which brought vitcory to
Cork and defeat to Limerick, will
remain a cherished memory of a
wonderfully artistic effort by a
great hurler. To those who were
not there it will be recited for
many a year to come how the
Glen Rovers’ man ran from his
own half almost to the Limerick
line with the ball bouncing merrily
on his hurley and then smacked it
gcross for the goal that won the

ay.

“Had the referee played the ad-
vantage rule Cork’s reign as cham-
pions was over, for just before
their final rally Mick Mackey had
walked through to crash the ball
into the net, only to find that the
whistle had sounded for a Limerick
free, which was driven wide.

“Outstanding forward on the field

|
Wel

he appeared after.
the game with his little two-year- !

By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH

was Mick Mackey. Con Murphy.
tried in vain to watch the Ahane
Wwizard, who bobbed up in the most
unexpected places to get or make
scores for his side.” |
ADVANTAGE RULE

“Galteemore,” in the “Tipperary

Star,” dealing with “the goal Mick

greatest moment ! r
was accomplished by Christy Ring,| not the height of absurdity
never | frame a rule to protect the player;

Mackey might have got under the:
Advantage Rule,” wrote:— . i

“When all is said and done, is it!
to |

touched by firiend or foe until it who, though fouled, gets his score

It was a bril-
a player like
it off after a

landed in the net.
liant feat and only
Ring could bring
gruelling game.
 WHERE ALL AGREED
“After the match, I discussed with
umpires, backs and forwards, the
score, which gave Cork the soth-
ern title for the twenty-third time,
and all agreed that while every-
body within range pulled on the

[AaT
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and then not give it to him. Ad-
vantage rule! Advantage for the |
man who commits the foul! As
things stand after Sunday it will
pay a back to foul a forward if
he looks good for a score at all.
If Limerick don’t raise heli about
that rule and do something to
ensure that it works the right way
instead of the wrong way, then

the spirit of G?.rryowen ‘ain’t what |
be. ‘

it used to i

“Carbery” in the “Cork Ixam-
iner’:;—

“It will rank with the classic
Munster Finals of the past—in its
stern naked grandeur, in its hearty
manly spirit where rival surgitiyg
bloods swing ash with freedom and
abandon, where scores were level
three times in the hour, where
Mick Mackey treated us to all his
wizard artistry. 3

“Mick Mackgy played in the 1945
Railway Cup series, which Munster

won,
“With a victory over Clare, at
Fnnis, on June 24th, 3-6 to 3-3,
Limerick qualified for the Munster
Final, whichhwas played at Thurles
uly 15th.”
OR '%‘Y%ICA‘L MUNSTER FINAL
The newspaper described the
gz&?f'was a typical Munster Final,
the hurling wag hard with meg
standing shoulder to shoulder an
pulling first time in the air or on
the ground wi
was almost reckless.

th an abandon that|

1
|
1
i
|

i

| in which Mick Mackey was the

“Li ick looked .all set for a
rec%;?f;lcof the title when Mick
Mackey, with one of his old da.r;-
devil solo runs spreadeagled t (1::
Tipperary defence to score a grgak
goal that had -a huge lee%p_
following on their feet. But lpd
perary's defence was superb tagd
with Cornelly the star, they s 0_87
up to a red hot Limerick barragé,

: W
nrime mover, to win 4~§ to_2‘6.
" The “Tipperary Star” said:—

“How fared Mick Mackey? On
the whole he was well heid and
thoulghthle ctal_fee%ed around in his
usual style, e Tipperary Captain
Joh_n Maher, and the left %ack:
Phil Purcell, were successful on
many occasions in spiking his guns,
On other occasions, however, he
was still the elusive Mick and he
gave us almost all the spectacular
hurling of the game.”

Ahane paid a visit to Bally-
castle, Co. Antrim, later that season,
where they had a great game with
the Dublin Faughs, who won 5.2
to 2-4 The Limerick scores on |
that oceasion were contributed by'!
——John Mackey (1-2); Mick Mackey
(1-1), Timmy Ryan ((4-1).

Limerick met Tipperary (All lre-
land champions) in the opening
round of the 1946 Munster Champ-
ionship, played at Cork Athletic
Grounds.

DANCING FEET AND SOLO

RUNS

Two lightning goals in the first
few minutes put Tipperary follow-
ers -in confident mood, but slowly
and surely the champions lead was
pegged back; the dancing feet of
Dick Stokes, the solo runs of Mick
Mackey and the first time methods
of Derry McCarthy, all contributing
to the scores, which left champions
and challengers on level terms at
the half way stage.

A picture goal by Jacky Power
in the twentieth minute of the
second half set the Limerick men
alight, and when, seven minutes
later, John Mackey raced through
for another major score, Tipper-
ary’s All Ireland crown was gone. !
Limerick, 3-5; Tipperary, 2.2.

The Munster Final at Thurles, '
in which Cork proved victors over
Limerick, 3-8 to 1-3, was DMick
Mackey’s last big game; although
he came in for the closing stages
of the 1947 Munster Champion-

ship game, in which Limerick beat

Tipperary 6-8 to 2-3—a mateh in
which his brother John gave one of .
his greatest displays.
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HE Munster Final of 1944,

played at Thurles on July 16th

will ever be remembered as the
“Bicycle Final.”

Owing to war conditions, travell-
ing to sports fixtures by motor car
was absolutely prohibited. '[here
was no imechanically propelled
transport of any description but
the crowd sensed a great game,
and despite Emergency regulations
the crowg was of full Munster
Final proportions.

Hurling lovers knew it would be
a battie royal, and they took Thur-
les by storm. 'The ordinary, if re-
stricted, 'bus and train services on
the Saturday were packeq until the
sideg literally bulged and all de-
posited eager ang enthusiastic
crowds, Later on, the cyclists
began to pour into the Cathedral
town but by this time every hotel
and boarding house was packed.

The early ones were lucky to get
armechairs ang couches, but every-
place had more than it could hold
and they were still pouring in by
the hundred. Lauckily, the weather
was kind, and under the midnight
sky many slept in comfortable
nook or convenient haybarn.

THE ROADS BLACK WITH

CYCLISTS.

From dawn on Sunday morning
the roads radiating to Thurles on

And then, sure Cork were not much
better off, putting Quirke up there
on. the forward line. A hard-
driving back like Carroll or Cregan
wouldn’t give him a ball. There
ought to be plenty of young
material in the 'Barrs and the
Glen, i
“Dig they think these men could
last for ever? Year after year
since 1932 they have worn the
colours of their counties through
hard, fast, desperate Munster and
All-Ireland battles. Take Mick,
for instance, He must have been

By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

the most tireless, skilful hurler of
his day. Certainly he was the
most vital. Men who put his name
forward as - the greatest hurler

of the century certainly have
grounds for their claim. As a
match-winner, Limerick never

had his like.
IN 1936 AND 1944.

“ITn 1936 there were not half a
dozen men in Ireland who could
‘car his hurley,’ 1936, yes; but
this 15 1944, Since this new, war-
ring decade opened, Mick has
been anything but the swift, tear-

every side were black with cyclists
—a veritable procession stretching
away thirty, forty and more miles
in all directions. Never was the|
lure of a Munster Final illustrated
in more striking fashion.

In addition to the bicycles, we
had the pony traps, common cars,
jarveys, side cars and brakes to
complete a grang picture. And the
foot sloggers were there, too, and
a few great old veterans tramped
every mile of the road frfom Lime-
rick in order to be able to say they
dig not misgs the Munster Final.
The scene at mid-day in Thurles
was unforgettable. Under a broiling
sun the spsacious square presented
an old world atmosphere that it
may never recapture, It was like
a page out of the past—a day that
will go dowpn in memory as much
for its unusual seiting as for the
greal game the o¢ld rivals — Cork
and Limerick—served in such
generous measure to the "hurling
hungry crowd.

His Grace, the Archbishop of
Cashel, Most Rev. Dr., Kinane,
threw in the ball and Bill O'Don-
nell, of Tipperary, was in charge of
the whistle,

SPECTATOR’'S COMMENTS.

John P. Power, writing in “The
Leader” the following week said of
that game:

“He was about thirty, well dresseq
and a good talker. He knew his
hurling, too, and his hurlers. From
the way he was speaking, fast,
cocky, with plenty of slang, 1 de-
duced he must have spent some
time in - America, actually, or
through the medium of Hollywood.
The long hour or so we were wait-
ing for the game to begin T un-
ashamedly listened to his chatter.
For he was not talking to me at
all. I just happened to be seated
on one side of him and his friend
was on the other., But he spoke
loud enough as if he did not mind
who else heard him.

“Just as the teams were lining
up and we were sorting out the
players he remarked dolefully to
his companion ‘Look at that Joe;
there ought to be a law against
putting old timers like them on
the field’ And he proceeded to
pick out Mick Mackey, Tim Ryan
and Jack Quirke. Really, at the
time, I agreed with him. Surely
the counties could do betier than
that. There must be plenty of lads
in Ahaneand Croom and Fedamore
who could run the legs off Mick or
Tim. How did they ever expect
the Ahane farmer to hold that
centrefield -against Cottrill, -.Camp-

bell or a flyer like Christy Ring.

ing, slashing champion of the
middle thirties. Which ig only
quite natural, too. With the game
he used to play, the fierce, driv-
ing game, the match winning
game that took him from wing to
wing, from .goal to goal, he should
have hung up his hurley years
ago. And here they have him
back again, A pity. It was really
a pity to ask a man like Mick
Mackey to go out there again
and be out hurled, out run, by
the sweeping, canny hurlers he
would be up against.” And after the
services he did his county, too, the
All-Irelands he hag won.

“Sure 1 agreed with the fellow
when he ssig there ought to be a
law against throwing these old
timers out there to be murdered.
This was all before the game really
got going, of course, Before these
‘old timers’ went into action.

“Well I remember a day in 1934
when a certain Martin Kennedy,
leading a beautiful Tipperary fif-
teen, had a mixed Cork team
beaten to their knees. Nothing
could save them from the slaugh-
ter, it seemed, Indeed they hardly
deserved saving. Then, quite sud-
denly, something inspired the
Rehels, Tipperary’'s scoring ceased.
From nowhere, it appeared, the
ball was being driven down to
O'Meara's goal. Cork forwards
woke out of their lethargy, They
even started to score, The slim,
voung bacl-ma, for Cork, where
thesa scores really began, kept up
the goog work. He hurled Tipper-
ary's forwards off their feet in
that hectic last quarter. He hurjed
Cork to a sensational victory. His
name was Quirke. Young Johnny
Quirke from Blackrock,

SWEPT HIS COUNTY OUT
OF DEFEAT.

“rhurles, July 16th, 1944, ten
years later, saw him sweep his
county out of defeat once more.
As in 1934 this Cork team half
deserved to be beaten. They drew
ahead by a goal or two early om,
and then leaned back on their
hurleys to watch the Limerick
men play. But for Quirke, the
man I thought was past hurling,

Cork would have been a weil-
beaten side.
“And on the other team, who

was it who inspired the men to
fight back and go into the lead
for the first time with only some
minutes to go? Who, indeed, but
the other old-timer I would have
on the side-line—the indomitabie
Mick Mackey himself. There he
was, with all his old canniness,
sure-of “eye, unerring in- his poirts
and passes. The speed may have

been missing in places ‘but the
hurling, the art he has’ 'always
excelled in, was there, grand as
ever. He won the match for Lime-.
rick. Quirke won it back for
Cork; then fate stepped in and
made a draw of it. .

“Back in the centre-field, too, the
grand old master covered himself
with glory. Good old Timmie
Ryann still proved that art and
skill with the caman can make
up quite a loi for a
pair of legs. Tim practically do-
minated centre-field for a while
and it looks as if he is teaching
that fine-looking young MecCarthy,
his partner, all the finer points of
the game, too.

THE “HAD BEENS” SHONE.

“So there they were,

timers, the has beens, Quirke,
Mackey, Ryan, knocking the blus-

ter out of my neighbour.and, in-|;

deed, out of myself. As we were
about to leave the field I heard
him trying feebly to excuse him-
selt. "The standarg of hurling is
going down. Did you see the way
Ryan could—’ And so on, In
every decade we hear this. The
standard of hurling is going down.
In the early days of the century
when the London-Irish took the
All-Ireland across the -water the
standard of hurling was going
down. In Tom Semple’s day and
“Fox” Maher’s, in Frank Burke’s
and the Doyles’, in the Leahys’

and the Coughlans’ day, the stan-}
inevitably going down.|

dard was
And still we have the Mackeys,
and the
Men
O’'Donnell of
Keane of Waterford—going down,
indeed. If anything, I think the
hurling is a grander game now
than ever before.” f

Many were the tributes paid to
Mick Mackey after this  game,
which ended with honours even.
Here are some ‘from the news-
papers: /
“Mick Mackey was again the star
performer. Mick is probably one
of the most spectacular personali-
ties that has ever entered the
hurling field. A thundering hurler
from any point of view, he can
give or take
way that appeals a lot to Tip-
perarymen. , ‘If Tipperary only
had Mick Mackey they would have
beaten Cork by twenty goals,” said
a man leaving the field. Some day,
perhaps,

forward who can smash and turn

and twist and shoot like the bouldy

Mick.

OUTSHONE ALL THE STARS.
“Itf any man could be said" to have

stood out head ang shoulders over

such a gathering of stars as ‘both

teams numbered that man is Mick

Mackey. Quite true, he lacked the]

speed of the days when his famous
solos were features of every game
in which he played, but his schem-
ing ang strategy, from which he

notched 2 goals and 3 points should

be an inspiration and example for
all young forwards who aspire to
reach the top.”

“The play-boy, Mick Mackey,
selling the dummy or cutting over
a beauty of a point from the cor-
ner was again the hero of the
crowd.”

“The game was an individual
triumph_for Mick Mackey, who
led the Limerick rally, weaving his

way through the Cork defence to
obtain himself or make for gtners
the scores that helped his side to
share the honours.”

“NMick Mackey revealed all the ar-
tistry of his best years, an the
oints he scored from acute angles
gore the hall mark of the master.
1t was hard to believe he had been
1931, for he still

hurling since Y j
showed the pace and skill of his
best years.

The great 1944 re-play, and the

1945 ~Munster Final 'will be dealt

with next week.

not-so-hot

the old-|

: Clohessys~ showing up.|
like Jack Lynch of  Cork,|
Tipperary, = Jack |

in a playful boyish|,

Pipperary may have aj




IX Limerick men figured on the
b  Bunster team that beat Con-
nacht, at Galway, 7-5 to 0-6, in the
Railway Cup semi-final on Fep.
ruary 16th, 1941, They were: Paddy
Scanlan, Jacky Power, Timmy
Ryan, Dick Stokes, Mick and John
Mackey.

Three days later, the unexpected
and deeply regretted passing of
Paddy Mackey deprived Limerick

Gaeidom of " a very promising
player. His brothers, Mick and
John, did not play again that

season, in tribute to his memaory.
Leinster beat Munster, holders
since 1937, ip the Railway Cup
final on St. Patrick’s Day, 2-5 to
2-4, Timmy Ryan captained the

Southern side, other Limerick
bplayerg being  Peter Cregan,
Paddy Secanlan, Jacky Power and
Dick Stokes.

1941 will be remembered as the
year of the great cattle plague,
and this “Foot ang Mouth Disease”
ravaged some of the traditional
hurling districts, with the result
that the Hurling Championship ranp
very late.

MUNSTER SEMI-FINAL. i

It was September 14th, when
Cork and Limerick lined out at
Cork Athletic Grounds in the
Munster gemi-final, The All-Ire-'
land champions, without the
Mackeys and Paddy- Clohessy,
were a listlesg side, and the Lee-
siders won, 810 to 2-3. Jimmy
Cooney * partnered Timmy -“Ryan
mid-field, but neither proved the
dominating personalities of other

days. ‘

Cork and Dublin fought the
All-Treland Final on September
28th_ although both had still to
play their provincial finals. Cork
won, 5-11 to 0-6.

In the Munster Final played
later at Limerick, Tipperary
created a first-class surprise by
defeating Cork 54 to 2-5. Bill |
O'Donnell gave a masterly dis-
play that day a¢ mid-field for
Tipperary, his placing of long dis-
tance frees and seventies being
responsible, for more than half or
his side’s total. i

WHEN MEDALS WERE
STOLEN BY “TANS.”

The Mackey brothers re-ap-
" peared in Limerick colourg on
May 2nd, 1942, when they lined out
at Limeri¢ck. in a game with |
Munster ‘champions, Tipperary, in|
a third match for a set of medals |
which were originally put up for
competition between the counties
in 1918. On that occasion the
match resulted in a draw, and the
medals were later stolen by the
Black and Tans during the War
of Independence. They were not
recovered until after the Truce,
and it was around 1927 before the
second meseting took place atthe
Markets Field, when a second
draw resulted. No member of the
original teams participated in the
third meeting, which 'Tipperary
won, 2-5 to 1-4. > :

On May  31st, Limerick be?.t‘
Waterford, 44 to 2-5, at Cork, i
the opening round of the Munster
Championship. The newspapers
said of this match: “Mick Mackey
was the man of the moment, for

. Leinster, 3-5 (14 points); Football—

the winners, His goal from the
side line transposed the game.I
Timmy Ryan gave a great display
at mid-field and Paddy Carroll was
a fine full back.”

The Munster semi-fral was
played at Limerick Gaelic Grounds,
where Cork (All-Ireland champ-

ions) beat Limerick 4-8 to 5-3. In
2 game that scintillated and spark-
led, Limerick led at the interval,
3-0 to 1-4. The real thrills were in
the second moiety, the sides were
level twice and the deciding scores
came to Cork almost on the ecall
of time.

_Cork afterwards beat Tipperary
(Munster champions) 4.15 to 4.1, to
regain the Munster Cup, which
they last held in 1939.

RAILWAY C{JP FINALS OF

The Railway Cup Finals of 1943
were voted by many the “best ever”
in these competifions, and were
watched by a then record crowd
of 25170, with gate receipts £1,302
5s 7d. The final scores were:—
Hurling-—Munster, 4-3 (15 points);

By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

Ulster, 3-7 (16 points); Leinster,
2-9 (15-points). !

Munster’s win came through |
sheer grit and determination. Six !
_points behind ten minutes from
time, they scored two goals and a
point in a turmoil of thrills, to
win by a point—a grand effort

" by Christy Ring. Jack Lynch cap-

. Limerick players ;
included Peter Cregan,_ Dick
Stokes, Jacky Power, Mick and
John Mackey. Stars on the Lein-l
ster side were Jim Langton and!
Nickey Rackard, the latter giving !
a great display against
Keane.

In the opening round of the
Munster Championship, played at|
Ennis, Limerick beat Clare, 6-4 to |
3-3, but the Shannonsiders lostto
Waterford in the next round at
Cork, 3-7 to 4-3. Timmy Ryan
and Mick Mackey were great at
midfield against Waterford but two
goals direct off frees by John|
Keane, plus magnificent goalkeep- :
ing by Jim Ware, helped Waterford
to their one point suiccess,

MICK MACEEY IN THE
ARMY

Mick Mackey served in the
National Army during the Emer-
gency, and army sports records
contain many references to great
games he played both for the
Seventh Brigade and the Southern
Command.

He won at least one all army.
medal, but gained glory, too, in
mnany of the games in which his
team were beaten. In a great
final at the Army Grounds, Phoe-
nix Park, in 1942, the Southern
Command were leeading the East-
ern Command by four points with
three minutes to go—Mick Mackey
nvine rontributed seven points to
the Southern tally — when Mossy
McDonnell, a native of Cork, got
through for two great goals and
the title in a thrill packed finish.

tained -the side

John !

|

Pacs 10

0 1954

lus

| mond Feig Final

I the Munster
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When the Seventh and First
Brigades held spell-bound a great
gathering at Sean Tracey Park,
‘Lipperary, on October 3rd, 1943,
Mick Mackey and. Charley Tobin
were in tine iettle for the “Seventh”
and notched five goals by splendid
combined play. This game ended
level—Tth, " 7-6; ist. 6-9,

ANOTHER EXCITING
COUNTER.

N

Anether exciting encounter was
the meeting at Mallow on May 10th,
1944, in which 31st Battallion beat
the Seventh Brigade 2-5 to 2-4.
Mick Mackey and Jimmy Cooney
operated at midfeld for the losers,
who led at the interval, 1-1 to 0-1.
The sides were level twice in the
last guarter and entering the final
stages, with 31st two points in
front Mick Mackey made an all-
out effort and cut the leeway with
a lovely point.

A solitary point was again the
margin of defeat at Limerick on
July 26th, 1944, when the final taliy
read: 5th Brigade, 1-12; 7Tth Bri-
gade, 2-8. Mick Mackey had three
points for the losers that evening.
Connacht qualified for their first
Railway Cup Hurling Final when
they beat Leinster, at Birr, 4-5 to
1-5, on February 13th, 1944, Tt
was the westerners’ gixteenth at.
tempt to reach the decider, |

When the Munster team was
announced for the final, they were
challenged by a- second:.-Munster
string, The Cork Augustinian
Church New Building Fund Com-
mittee offered attractive trophies
and a very interesting match was
the outcome, the official Munster
side winning, 6-2 to 2-3. Highlight
of that game was the exchanges
between Mick Mackey and D. J.
Buckley (Cork)—a pair that gave

many hectic and stirring en-
covnters, :
THE 1944 RAILWAY CUP
FINAL. -

Despite the absen
facilities, due to Emergency con-
ditions, a record crowd of 31,031
paid £1,457 12s. 6d. to see Munster
and Connacht contest the 1944
Railway Cup Final on St. Pat-
rick's Day at Croke Park, which
the men from the south won, 4.10
to 44 Mick Mackey did not play,
and John filled the full forward

ce of travelling

berth. John Mackey and John
Quirke (Cork) were both figuring |
in their eighth Railway Cup
Final, and they played a big
part 'in the Munster scoring. |
A remarkable feature about!
that southern fifteen was;

that it contained no Tipperary re-J
presentative — the first ™ occasion |
since the inauguration of the Ser- |
ies in 1927 that the Permier County |
failed to gain a place. i

In a Green Cross Fund game!
at Galway on April 29th, Mick
Mackey figured in some exciting
episodes in leading ILimerick toa
4-8—3-10 victory over ths home-
side, that was confirmed in a wel-
ter of thrills. !

The following Sunday, Limerick
and Cork gqualified for the Tho-
, the Shannonsid-
ers beating Tipperary 7-4 to 3-0,!
and Cork defeating Clare. 6-7 to,
6 |

Limerick sparkled in that final, |
to beat the All-Treland cham-
pions, 4-9 to 3-1. after Cork had
led by a point at the interval. The!
Meckeys contributed 3-3 to the.
Limerick total on that occasion.
MACKEYS IgOII{}EVA;STATING

M. :

‘When Ahane met the Tipperarv
champions, Eire Og, in a medal
tournament final at Nenagh, on
Msay 15th, 'the Mackeys avere
again in devastating form, being
responsible for 5-1 of the 9-2 the
Limerick Club scored. The Tip-
perary reply was also 5-1. The

| sides were level, 3-1 each, at the

interval. Four of -the  Mackey
goals came in the second half.

When Limerick beat Clare in
semi-final at Lime-
rick, 5-9 to 4-1, Mick Mackey had
two goals and two points of the
Garryowen total,



N the opening roung of the 1'937
Munster Championship. Lime-

r1ek short of J, McCarthy, Mick.

and Johu Mackey, beat Clare, 5-5

to 4.

The Shannenmders then enceun—-,.

tered Waterford, at Clenmel

game was
1937, a date that will net be fe'r—

gotten by Suirside, ag it marked

the commencement of a new era..
“when the

after years of earnest en-
deavour, at last joined the ranks

for Waterford hurling,
~ county,

of the top-class hurling counties.

was John Keane, then a mere
youth, who. ﬁgured in. many rare

 duels with Mick Mackey, To add:
that ‘he more than. held ‘his own |

with the famous Limerickman

~ ig sufficient tribute to hlS oreat

ability, The newspapers greeted|a

his g'reat display thus:

was .the spanner in. the Shannon-

side scoring maehme Nlrnble and.
Gn_"

fast . he Was hke a man

Sprmgs

Charlie Ware hit a purple patch,

with & tremendous dis-

crowning
great achievement,

play a career of

whust Johnnie Fanning, Mick %uw-—;
ic-i1

ley, Jimmie Mountam,  Mick
key, -Christy —~ Moylan, Declang
Goode, Wﬂhe Barron and Tom:

Greaney, wetre others: that contri-:
buted their share to a great ecca—-;

smn
| DRAMATIC FINISH
Paddy Scanlan’s name - ‘Wlll

Limerick’s hardest won SUCCESS,;
especially for the ‘three
shots 'he c¢leared in that many
seeends of one of the most drama-
tic finishes I remember in hurlmg |
Dave Clohessy’s - swift. opening
point, his’ beaut1fu1 goal from Me-
Mahon’s -foot pass, ang that last:
wonder goal - almeet with the final.
whistle, that turned.what Seemed
certain. defeat to a - ‘br1111ant Vflc-c
tory were unforgettable.
tumult and the, cheering, ]‘_amerlek
qualified. for - ‘their fifth Munster
final in & row, 3-4 to 3-2. -
Limerick. met thelr Waterloe in:
that final, playe at Cork "Athletic:
Grounds, and in which they were|
beaten bv Tipperary, 6-3 to 4-3. ‘The-
press reports described it as ‘“‘one
- of the greateet hurling matcheg of.
recént years,” and . speaking  of
Mick® Mackev said: “The L1merick
captain has played many fine |
- games when on -a winning team,
but yesterday he. Was magmﬁcent
in defeat.”
_ For . one  great TLimerick caman’
wielder, it was his ‘last game, for:
Mickey Crosg retired frem nur-,
ling fellewmg this final — bringing.
to the side line a recotrd of -achieve-
ment that is not often surpassed.
J ehnny Ryan wae the star of the

Eﬁx X %

“The
played on  July 4th,]

“The fair-|

haired =~ Mount ~ Sion .youth, who
shone a few years ago as & minor,

rasping |

1937 All-Ireland demder was Killar-

'cemfertably, 52 to 1- 1,

'IRyan ‘not yet recovered from &
late ﬂlness turned out, while Mick
:Maeke y, although euffermg* from a

b”el
forever. hnked with the eecurmg ofi

Fower,

In the}
achievement that no other 'hurlmg.

1 ster, 6-2 to 4-3, in the 1938 Railway
' C‘up Final, The
} T, Me(}arthy P Clohessy, T. Ryan,

' Mick Mackey and John Mackey,
| who figured as full forward, Jimmy |

| the Cappamore . lads,
?_and Jack Lynch of Cerk
jas a
{ said the following mernmg‘ “There
t was hard hitting
| final, &ng_over vigorous ‘exchanges,
i In
MICk Mackev
| leading . role, featured the cleemg'-
1 stages.,””

1'the opening round
1 Munstet Champlenehlp, at Thurles,
themselves beaten - by!
| Waterford, at Dungarvan,” 62 to
11-3, inha
| perary beat Clare, at Limerick, but
| Tost on an ebjectien the- “Oeoney
| case arousing considerable confro-
| versy at the time. Waterford: wen
{ Munster
| Dublin “in the All-Ireland final.

.;.;hllrlmg
“Paddy; brether ef Mlck and - Jehn'«,

 {hit" the’ hurling®

| ton, Tony
- bore,

1 nene ether than
Nicky Rackard, then a student at !

Cooney

casion

;Gwens, J. McCarthy, Jo Roche

Sixty-five games ip . Ireland, Eng-

| That is an achievernent that will
take some” beating! - '

who ﬂgured as; full wfer*s.?s.rarf.z’.l__f_en

T1pperary half-back lme in WhICh
John Maher also shone. Ji immy
and- Jack Gleeson wop the
bulk of the midfield duels; Whllst
Jimmy -Coffey, "Sweeper”
Tommy Doyle and Willie
nell were great in attack.

The Premier County lads crowned

O’]Jen-

‘2 fine achievement that season by

Kilkenny  for the Blue

defeatmg
in -the . only " final played

Riband,

| outside  of Croke Park s
Best man of-the thirty thatday a ince -the

Noresiders beat.them at Cork, for
the 1909 title, The venue for the

ney..
N ATI()NAL LEAGUE
| GAMPAIGN .
That Limerick Weére far from
spent. force was demonstrated in

cammpaign. . Victories: over Water-

ford (5-5 te 4-1), Cork 3-3 'to, 3-2),

Clare (3-8 "to 1-3), and Kllkenny
1215 41 te ]_..3) u;ahﬁed them for the
na '

The pair met at. Thurles,

“Recorder”

-“Irish Indep endent’” wrote of
that game: “It adds to the merit|
of leenck’ " ¥ictory that' Tim

1 boil on, his side did not epare hlm—
self durmg a trym ‘hour.”

The attendance ‘at that game
was 15495, - dng gate receipts,
£1,213 14s. 9d -—a, record for a

Natmnal Hurling ILieague final.
Theé Limerick téeam on that oc-

was: Paddy Scanlan, M.

Pewer T, McCarthy, M, Kennedy,

‘Hootball

- Ryan, |

| Cralway

the subsequent National League this meeting

mement

P, OCarroll, P. C'lohessy - J.
T Ryan, P. “Walsh, J. Mac-
key, M ‘Mackey,  P. Cre an, -D.|
giave Shannonside
title in ‘a ‘row, an:

This  wvictorsy
its. fifth Leagu

county has Stlleeeeded in- appreach_'
{ing.

WON 58 OUT OF 65 G—AIV[ES

Over the periog from OCtOer
15th, 1933, whén Limerick won its
first game of the 1933/4 League
campaign, - to April 24th, 1938,
when. the ﬁfth fitle was seeured
the Shannonmde hurlers played

land ahd .America, agamst all the
great "hurlinig counties, Of these,
they won .-no léss than fifty-eight,
they dqrew four and only lost three.

"Lhe first day,

Six Limeérick players ﬁg'ured on
the Munster Slde that beat Lein-

were: P. Scanlan,

Coffey of Newport, now trainer of.

came oh
sub. The “Irish Inde endent”

in - the hurlmg

. which Ned Wade (Lemeter) and
{Munster) filled a

Cork- beat leerlck 5-4 to 2-5, in
of the” 1938

but were

cirenchmg downpour. Tip-

honours,  but lost

to
THIRD %AOKEY IN THE

A third Meekev'" cathe into the
.picture. _ ins: €arly. . - 1929,

. 1113
[ tear. thats beat luc

Southern - side includeq

years:
Herbert, Harry
and Kevin

forward on
the eévergreen

| St. Kieran’s College Kilkenny,
Paddy Maekeys antlmelv death__

also played .

e PR e Y “\”hewdv“ . 7 :
3 d ok 9 R i 4 6 s USRS B ol - Col-11In the elty fer prebablv a hundred---
'-“legres ﬁnal Celleagues en that great | - :
many who|
‘headlines in after

Dr. Dick Stokes,. Vin Bas-

Goulds- | thusiasm.
MeGrath Full-|

the T.einster side. was |

of Aha ne (Contmued)

a few years later wae a blg loss te-_

Both John and Mic_k- Mackey.
were members of the Limerick
teamn that won ‘Munster Junior
honours in -1939.'- The
brothers, with Jacky Power,
starred in the defeat of Cork, at
Dromcollogher, 4-6 to 2-9. John and
Mick figured together at mldﬁeld'
ir - the All-Ireland semi-final,
in which Reseemmen beat
Limerick, 2-9 to 2-4, aiter a stirr-
ing struggle A few years later the.
Wiestern lads were hitiing the All--
Ireland senior football hmehght in
Croke Park ang captured two All-:
.Ireland erewne in brilliant fashion.

THE 1939 MUNSTER FI;NAL |
With victories over Tipperary, 3- 3

[ hurling.

'By SEAMUS .’CEALLAIGH .

- to 2-0, and Clare, 55 to 1-1, Lime-

rick quahﬁed for the 1939 Muneter\
Final v. Cork. Played at Thurles,
attracieg 40,986 spec-
tators  (""Gawe” £2,953), which was
ten thousand more than the pre-

vious Munster best. - |
The press said of this mateh “A

Whlch their opponents ! game tnat will not be forgotten for

proved nene other than All-Irelang
_champlens Tipperary.

many a day is but a poor descrip-

'tion of a tfinal that must rank as.

| on
April 24th, 1938, and Limerwk won

one of the greatest classies ever:
seen in the South, the issue hang-’
ing by a thread for sixty minufes, .
and one fell Sorfy that anybody
won or lost a struggle that Lkept:
the record crowd on their toes for

the hour. Level scoring and fluc-

tuating . fortunes never left a dull:
and rlght up to the 1ast1
secondg it was anybody’'s - game.!|

Limerick, holding a point lead,l
were bemg hailed as victors as the:
game entereed the last lap, but to!
dash thée Cup from their lips thereI
was a dramatic Cork rally, ang a:
great goal. For a moment there!
was a lull as the umpires consul-.
ted, but when the green flag was:
ralsed Cork were Munster ehamp-:
ions once mere, after eight years

of waliting.” f
Limierick won the Oueachtasi

'Treph - when thev beat Kllkennyi

(All-Ireland champions} 4-4 to 2-9, ;
later that season.

In the opening round of the 19402
Championship, Limerick were held:

| to level scéofing by Waterford, at;
1 Killarney,

4-2 to 3-—5 but won the:
re-play, at Clonmel, 3~5 to 8-3. |

In" the Munster Final two meet-.
ings were also necessary. Cork and.
Limerick finished . level, 3-6 to 4-3,}
but Limerlek won ai
week later, 3-3 to 2-4. Thew,r wereh
thrﬂl—paeked struggles. _ ;

Lining out for a vital ehampmn*;
ship game the third Sunday in sue-.
cession, Limerick {triumpheg - over
Galway, at. Ennis, 3-6 to: 0—5 and .
thg way was clear for another All-:
Ireland final, with KXilkenny once.
more prev1d1ng the opposition.

For the second . time, Mick Mac-

key captained an All-Ireland side
When he led Limerick to wvictory,
3-7 to- 1-7, before a crowd of

149260 a gleat muster under wari
i ‘lee condltlens

- THE WAY HE TOOK' |

A press report of that game had,
this to say of the Limerick skip-|
per: “Twelve sténe seven of dyn-
amic, devastating energy, Mick
Mackey didn’t bother to run ringsl
round the Kilkenny defence. The
straight line, shortest distance be-
tween any twe poiits, was the way
he look, with the ball magnetised |
to his hurley, brushing aside the|
OppOSItIOI'l bv ‘sheer force of per---_f
sonality.” ;
Limerick also won All-Ireland
minor hurlmg honours that dav,-
and the double Success areueed reu ;
markable. enthusiasin. |
The homecoming of the teams
was a memorable event. Army lor-
ries decorated with the Litherick

colours carried the members ot
the teams at the head of a  pro-
céssion, estorteg by six band
threugh streets - crowded - w:tth_.
cheering people, - F
- Very Rev. H. Canon Punch PP,
.f:.Ghauman of - the.County. Board,

thenking the- popllace for their |
receeptmn ef taj;he plavere, sa1d,#that#;

years

. The appearanee ef MICI{ Mackev._
holdmg the - All-Ireland Cup aloft,
was greeted with ‘unbounded en- -
There was . tremendeus-
cheering 2s he addreéessed the huge
&athering, &aying thee were . glad
to be able to live up- to the high
ideals of the GLAA. and were ex-

ceedingly proud of their Wln over
a ‘great Kilkennv team. |
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AYWING to their American tfour,
Limerick were given a bye to
the 1936 Munster Hurling Final.

-~ Xor the fourth year in success-
- jor, Limerick won the Southern
hurling crown, when they beat Tip-

Jperary, at Thutles, 36 to 4-6.
- The “Irish

of that game said: “lf one man

more than another is deserving Ef.
O |

credit, ror bringing @ victory
Limerick it was Mick Mackey, who

was here, there and everywhele,|

and. contributed no. less than five
goals and_ three points to the win-

- - ners’ total score. Johy Mackey was |
- also

well in the picture, and
through = the hour the brothers
played with perfeet pnderstand-
. 1ng+.” | S .

It was Mick’s first time captain-

ing the Shannonsiders in a champ-|

ionship . duel, . His initial essay as
skipper of the side was marked by
@ marvellous display of hurling in

which - he rampaged. fromi eénd .to!

end of the field, openihg up an at-
tack or stemiming a raid: 48, neges-
- sity arose. In fact, He gave &$ bril
~liant an' individual pertormance gs
hag been seepn. for years, giving
taking ‘hard knocks with a smile,
while . some 0f the scores that came
- as-a- result of his-solo efforts werse
gems of constructive work.
| In  the . All-ITreland semi-iinal,
- Limerick were fixed to play Gal-
way, and the meeting took place
- .at Roscrea before 10,850 spectators
(gate receipts, £77H 198.). .
~ Galway led at the interval, 2-3
to 07, after a half hour of thrills

- and a hundred and one exciting: in-~

- W A L

cidents that filled in that palpitat-|k

ing first morety. It was maybe éver
robust, but withal clean and sport-
ingly contested. The imperturbable,
hawk-eyed Tom O'Mara; of Toome-
~vara, who kept goal for Galway,
- saved his charge many times over
“in  masterful fashion, giving a
grand, display. . S
Limerick went into the gecond
which: two gregat teams fought out
a gallant battle.” .
- THIE 1936 ALL-IRELAND
Limerick beat their old rivals,
Kilkenny, 5-6 to 0-3; in 'the 1936

Independént” ' report}

and

All—iréland final. The teams on
that occasion were:— .

Limertick—~P. Scanlan (goal), P.
O’Carroll, T. McCarthy, M. Ken-
Howard, T. Ryan, M. Ryan,

Clohesey, P, McMahon, J. Power.

P. Larkin, P. O'Reilly, P. Blanch-
Leahy; J.

-Phelan, L. Meagher, T.

LI—

halt a  changed team,

. Kil-kaenny—-.f.j . . QfConn'el‘L

altered the w t. .
game. Fifteeh minutes from the
end spectators rushed in..following
an injury to a Galway player. The
\C‘anaschit. mierl . refifsed to resume
_when the. referee, Mr. Seamus
- Wrafter, of Birr, refused a request
. 6f their captain to put off a Lime-

E’ %-Qlib:ér&tfe Jinjury

. Galway returned later and tzied
- to . ¢ledr; the pitch but the Limes:
rick players and referee had then
left. The scoreboard 'fead at the
'time -of the,  interruption:

me ¢ . in - Lime-
rick, 4-0; Galway, 2-4. -
MATCH.
The Central Council awarded
Galway for six months, L
- A,- Pressg report -of this game
said: “Timmy Ryan was great at
‘midfield; -it whis ohe of his mos!
magnificent  displays.; Mick Mac-
 Key was,. as . usual, , the bright
 light of the Limerick fifteen. I
have oftén wonhdered ~how .the
Shannonsiders would fare without
‘him; for undoubtedly he . has
played more than one man’s part

| . in securing many of ‘the big wvie~

tories the Limerick mien are. so
‘Justly proud of gver the past few
 Seasons; A. - tireless, worker, theé
part he plays in the green and
white maching could hardly be
over esti dIN ¢
hard and sharp . knocks, moreé
than a little of natural heat, but
Hothing t6 mar the fine spirit in

|town, then Kilkenny's great goal
10 tne

MACKEY of Ahane (Continued

by SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH|

goals and & point iy seven minutes |
_whole ‘aspect of the}

rick player, alléged to have caused |
to ene of" ‘his |

- Major’ Kennedy; and

1ated. There were some| A R, @ . , |

the , Limerick lads. ' Ter Mangsn,
- Tyler’ Mackey, Sean. Cdrtoll; Pat’
‘nedy, M, Cross, P. Clghesey, G.
 Vaughan; Egan Clahicy, were among |
the outstanding mex on Limerick's
SIGe.
.scores than they got,’ I remarked to
my friend, Seoirse Clancy; who. was

| whilst. Mayor of Timetick..
‘with better luck

| vietory since then, but this vietory
‘Has given the city ahd county.of]

fing of twenty-thrée years ago when
Joking with

‘worthy sons, more in the game to-

 flourish.”

| 1936—Ahane, 3-2: Abbeyfe

| ——Ahane, (-Z; Abbeyfeale, 0-2, .. |
1 Re-play - at; . Limerick — Gsaelic|

‘Grounds, Auglst

- { —Ahane, 0-1; Glin, nil.

" | individuals, not' equalfed; ‘to miy|
knowledge; by any other. player,
‘since the GLA.A., was establishéd.

cord in being the o6nly hurler éver

| He also boasts nine Thomond Tour. |

‘Walsh; M, White; J. Duggan; J.
- Lranne, M. Power, o)
‘M. Burke..

writing . in  “An

vl ) J. | Gaedhedl,” of the game, said:
Mackey,. M. Mackey, J. Roche, D. |

- “The men from. K the Shannon-
side . fielded a combination of
players that -beyond. sl shddow
of doubt itself bt
. of the greatest huarling teams that

-division . that was almost literally
- unbeatgble. _- e
“1 have seen and written about
‘all  the Tedding cam@én .= contests

Saw a feam better than this,year's
‘All-Ireland champions. All honour

-but I honour thém eveén more for
the grim determination with which
they have brought Limerick right
to. the forefront. . .. .. .

| ASTERLY DISPLAY OF
... SUPERIORITY, . .
- “True; Limerick have won. All-

R

but they hsve nevér won
formidable opponents.

Limerick met Cork in & strongly

“Cork  won. that mateh in de-

‘cisive . fashion, ~but I . have. . not
forgotien the fierce . determinition
t | but. truly sperting spirit; in which

t

=

‘the issue to the ' finish. =~ = = -
. “There was lueck in the game,
too, and  Cork Had gl of it that’

harge, and. the re-

The great Jim Kélleher, old Dun-

gourniey's _stat  was. . thers  too.
< Bowler’ Walsh, Connié. SHeehan,

¥ o]

. all the bé3t

of a great and big Hurling county.
“ Mick Feely, of Croon, eéaptained

——

‘Limerick deserved . more

afterwards martyred for Ireland,

“‘Wé will be b

, Vigilant,’ was the

“had. . splendid |

FOY

ack.

-

cheery reply., -
“Limerick has

the Violated Treaty'its crowhing
glory, .

“How little we thought that even-
 with - “Tyler’ = after. _.the)
match; when. Johit Power, .of Pill-

game & long time yet; Tyler,

and surely the veteran is, by his

day than ever. Long may be.

ICOUNTY MEDALS.

- Mick and John Mackey helped
| Ahané€ to vietory. in . five sudcessive

| qg_u_nty' senior football champion-
1 s ' '

ip finals a&s under:=— -

1935—At Rathkealé, October, 4th,

dale, 1-1,

- 1936—At Rathkeale, Augusi 15th;

1937—Ahgane, 0-7; Foynes, (-3.

| 1987—At Askeaton, May 15th,
1938—Ahane, 2-3; Glin, 0-8: '

1938—At Foynes April 23rd 1939,

- . v

r .

'S also ﬂgured in the

| winning of fifteen Lirerick sénior|
| hurling ‘crowns; $6, they each have|

)

twenty senior county championship |

John Mackey holds another re-

i)

to win six National League medals.|

nament trophies, laureds not easily|
secured;
Limeri¢k,

Y]

title, sufféred the first Lea%u
feat since Kilkenny: beat the

' the final of the 1932-3 competition, |

when they lost te Tipperary, at
Thurles,
1936.

The n

courities have given us.,
“Limerick were short three of

in the .All-Ireland final—Mick and

John M_H;@ke%

vacancies. . b

ing at the intervdl Tipperary
sides there was little to show that

soon. after . resuming and were
leading by three points, when Tip-
perary turned on the pressure, and
two goals

proved itself to be one |

Ireland has ever séen: It is. a|
great all-round team with a back |

over a stretch of thirty years, and |
L carn say honestly that I never

bt L ek Tor thelr superlority, | | 8 e, writh o oced Cotle fo Lee-
 siders sﬁiﬁci’ent to give them their|

Irejand hurling honours . béfere,

“I can lock back to a Sunday
tin July, 1913, at Thurles,” when-

' ‘seeking thpiij fourth
successive National Hurling League |
ie de-|

¥5 to 24 in October,|

ewspapers, _described this|
“‘a,_game. worthy of the occasion,t
and for thrills and spills was edual|
to the best that the two famous}

the team avhich defeated Kilkenny |

and Mick Ryan, the|
. eing . filled. by . J.|
| Toomey, M. Power and D). Givens.|
“Holding Limerick to level scor-|
done well, but at the change off

‘we were to have a sensational fin-|

- |ish or that  the.-champions were}|
facing defeat, Limerick went ahead |

in quick succession |

| | rick Gaslis Gronean ey April 18th,

ut . they. nave never won . suchi jured in the en
horours by such a niasterly  dis-
play . of, superiority. ‘against Such.|

-national gamae.

contested Munster, champjonghip-

ot _ - . L N O AN Y e P TR ] Fa L0 'l e _
| Limierick the match and suspended [ tie, . with Tom Semple &8 réferee..

was going. The. Léesiders hdd &’
great teéam with  Captain. Barry’
Murphy  in

| doubtable Andy Fitzgerdld in Soal.

“beat Leinster, 1-9 to 3-1.
Miéckey

nedy,  P. Clohessy, .T.

for ~the third tim
‘bedt Kilkenny,
‘don on Whit Monday.

- gter

g h

changed the whole espect of the

| ’F. Treaey, T. Doyle, W. O'Donnell,

| Clokhiesey, P. McMahon, G. Howard.

| 4-6 to 0-6; and a draw wifh €

‘many years sterl

THE TEAMS.

The téams were:

O’Gorman, J. Connolly, B
{J. Ryan, J Maheér,

J. Ivyar ler, W. Wall, . JI.
Cooney, W. Bartry,

Jimiiy . Coffey,

T. Hannon, D, Murphy. Sub.—M.
Bourke, |

-

O’Carroll, T. MecCarthy, M. Kén-
Toomey, T. Ryan, M. Power; D.
Givens, J. Power, J. Roche, D.

| Limerick compensated with
victories over Laois, 7-1 to 2:4;
Walterford, 4-3 to.2-3; Galway, 83
to 0-3; Kilkenny, 6-3 to 4-1;. Dublin,
'3-2 apiece; and faced Cork. for the

fourth sticcessive Léagiie crown.

That game was played at Lime-
1937, and Limeérick won 11-6 to 5-1.
' John Mackey was unable to play in
- this last maateh, owing to beinsg. it

and Gdarrett H
‘anhounced hisg
The Limerick team

against  Cork
(goal), P. O’
Kennedy, M. Cross, P,
Power, T, Ryan, M. Byan, D. Givens;.
M. Macke ' '

- Seven Li
kKey (goal)
mey, M
Mackey and D. Clohessy— figured
on the Munster side that beat
Conmatclgt, at Ennis, 45 to 3-1, in
the Railway Cup semi-final. With
Connacht - that ddy played T
Hoban, first Mayo . hurler = to
figure oif- & provinecial selectioh:
In the final, in_ which Munste
S _. Mick
i£:1 captained the - winning
side, the other Limerick represen~
tatives on .that occasion being. P.
Scanlan, T. McCarthy, M, Ken:|
, L. Ryan; J.
Mackey, and P. McMahon. .
In 4all, eleverr Shanhonside hui-|
lIers wore the Munster = colours|

thgt season. L e
Limerick . won . the Ward Cup
e, When they

35 to 3-3 in Lon-

Tipperary—J. Butler (goal), D.|
. Hi¢key, |

Limerick—P. Scanlan (goal); P.
nedy, M. Cross, P, . Clohesey, J.,

gagement with Clare |
Howrad had eéarlier|
_retirement after|
ing serviece .to the |

Carroll; T. MecCarthy, M. |
Clohesey, J.|

el

, Y, J. Roche, D. Clohesey; |
P, McMahon; J. McCarthy, . "
merick mén-=Mick Hics|
. Kennedy; T. Ryan, Mick |

, lost their Mun:.
and All-Ireland ec¢rown in:
1937 and regained it in 1940, will

How Limerick

be told next  week.
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of Ahane (Continuéd)
Jim %I?E% underwriter of the tour, and the

J

~ "DINED AND WINED - |
WHEREVER THEY WENT.

- undisputed merit-their third con-)

" secutive National Hurling League ?
B T R e .

-~ the

THL 1935 All-Ireland final whet Carthy, Ned Cregan,
the appetite of the hurling John Mackey, Jim Roche,

1ans, and when

ster lined out in the Railway Cup

Munster and Lein-: Ryan,

decider on St. Patrick’s Day, 1936,
a then record crowd for the cQm-

_ Mick Kennedy, Micky
. Condon, Mick Hickey, Tom Shin-
' ney, PYaddy McMahon,. @ Jacky
Power, Dan Flanagan and Christy
Q'Brien. R S

for the hurling game,
~ In charge ox
Mr, Jack Ahearne, of Cork, who
was recently the guest of honour

the whistle was |

at the twenty-second annual ban-,

donor of the very valuable trephy |

The- Limerick players and offi-!
cials were dined and wined every-:
where they went in America, at

{-dances, dinners, and banquets, but

most - homely gathering of the lot:

petition saw them play.. . L ; |
PO vas Tittle wonder! Leinster ~Denny Lanigan, County Secre-'quet of the Gaelic Athletic Asso-;jwas that which assembled at the,
had ten Noresiders opn duty plusitary, travelled as team manager,| ciation of Greater New York. = I {home of Mr. Pat O'Connell, a’
five from the Metropolis. Munster K accompanied by Tim Humphreys, am grateful to Rev. Fr, Ahearne,'| former member of the old Castle-
called in nine from Limerick, with( Vice-Cnairman of the Co. Roard. of iCopsewood College, for the very | connell team, and well Known:

two each from (Clare,
Tipperary. A grea
worthyt of the occasi
crowd, wi

t game it proved,: were accompanied to
on and thet
th Ieinster -gaining the
narrowest of wins, 2-8 to 3-4;, in a
storm tossed finish thatg will' be

The team and travelling officials
Cobh by a
number -of admirers, the™ entire
party . making the journey by bus.
As tne time rxed for leaving drew
near the approaches .to the hotel

fine bhrocliure issued in connection
with that interesting event, and
which tells how Jack Ahearne,
after his arrival in New York fzom-
his - native Kilbrittain - in 1914,
played hurling for three years for

ta weight thrower all over the

then as a tug o war man and’
counties of Limerick and Tipper-
ary. ; | o
- "The visitors proved delightful!
guests and even had not Pat seen

long remembered. ¥ -+ | were densely packed, and.traffic in| Limerick in old Celtic Park before }to wviding g ; e
with victories in gquick succes-| Catherine and "Roche’s Street be-|transferring to his native County 1§dspr%r£111rég ﬁgieent,sgf%%eg 1mgﬁgl}§

sion over L.aois, Clare, Waterford,.
Tipperary. Galway, Kilkenny, Cork

and Dublin, Limerick won . with

came impossible. It was with diffi-
culty that the travellers’ luggage
was loaded, and when the mem-
bers of the team appeared they
were greeted - with enthusiastic

Cork senior team, with whom he

has been associated as player and

administrator ever since. L
WORIK.

 BRILLIANT STICK
"~ Right through the hour there

'Mackey sang the “Rose of Tra-

lee,” Mick Kennedy obliged with'
“She Lived Beside The Anner,”|
Timmy Ryan was not found want-!
ing and- did his share. |

title. Lm0 o cheers and. shouts of good luck| was brilliant stick work, Limerick - 3j _ -
In the club ties;” “the’ Mackeytand a pleasant tour. . _ quickly proved worthy of their re- OfJ I‘F’;Ph%fjogé ,,Ne}"’ tgorg..Lbrot;}er-
prothers, Mick' and” John, added BLESSING FROM FRANCISCAN | putatiton © of being champlons— y.s3er.” gave IE: fe hi 1me?.l°k
further to. theip c¢ollection of troph-, —Rev. Fr, Dermot, O.F.M, an en-|clean, snappy hurlers, speedy and 'reCitatfonsg :né’ eM%{ IIS{ famous
ies by helping. Ahsahe to victory in | thusiastic follower of.the l.imerick! dashing! as panthers. They -hurled '6thef " of ! the old ! %asui;éﬁfgi"

County . senior--hurling

“and

football fingls, ~and in the replay
of the 1916 Memori&]l Tournament

hurlers, was present and imparted
his blessing. to the tourists, after
which Mr. Denis Lanigan thanked
the citizens for their wonderful

with ~ perfect combination “and :

quickly adjusted themselves to the

smaller pitch in the Stadium.
The play of the Mackey brothers

team, told how he and the fam-|
our “Tyler” helped to revive -the

team. in  the early years of the

decider, in- which . St. -Finbarrs _ conturyv: whi . . e
(Cork) provided:the ‘opposition.. - |send-off, and . assured them that|enthused - the. spectators, who, .;ﬁvn-.ury-; whilst John = Hartigan, |
- - Most exciting, -of" ail: was the | the  Limerick . hurlers would do) cheered to -the echo the dazziing - nown - . as the _ ,'--éhane - song- .

The American | bird,” did full justice to *“The’

meeting - of Aharne and Fedamore|

in the Bast Limerick final, high-

lighted as it was: by .the clashes be-
tween Mick Mackey ~and: Paddy
Clohessy—two . of  the best men in

their utmost to carry the Limerick
flag unsullied, and would return
loaded with still further honours
and fit' and well to enter the fray
for the regaining of the - All-Ire-
land Crown, L :

work of the pair. A
Press were amazed at their com-

John, John to Mick, back - and
forth several times. So they"

bination and understanding as they
raced along -the wing — Mick to . |

- The team
ception on its return to Limerick.:

Bold . Galtee Mountains.” ,
.WONDERFUL RECEPTION ON

' RETURN HOME.
got a wonderful re-!

their respective herths in the game na 3 | , - , . . .
at the time, “us. - - “| The ‘bus festoonmed . with the|juggled with the leather before onei| The excitement started at Rath-
INVITATIONS . FOR AMERICAN | green ;and..wp:‘tte- colours of Lime-|or other parted for 4 spectacular ;| Luirc, where the townspeople tur-"
SO UR | rick, aAn addition {0 the National | score. In that first game Mick had || ned out, headed by the local
The publicity~ associated ~with|and American flags, then set 0ff|1.3 of the Shannonside total, John f band, to welcome the Limerick.

ling” successes ’ attracted

were extended. to

Shannonsidé’'s “record  run- of hur-

across the Adtlaiitic, and invitations
American Tour.: " :

Ten years: -earlier-  Tipperary

played their “Wway -right: ‘across the

interest

Limerick for.an.

- American - Continent —.the . first

amidst a salvo of cheers which the
ocgupants. gratefully acknawledged.

iyt g gl 111 wvre ey el k F

By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

TAlong  the road to Cork
greetings: were exchanged, and on
‘the Rebel City .animated

L]

contributing another three points.
Limerick won the magnificent
Reeves Trophy — the most expen-
sive and artistic ever presented tor.
international - Gaelic - competition,
when they heat New York selected,
6-3 to 0-8, in the second game of the

series, again decided in the Yankee'!

- When Limerick was

lads. At Banogue bonfires blazed,

and -at Croom over two hundred:

school children waving green- and
white Aags lined the side walks.
| | reached,
some - three hundred cars. had
joined. the vehicles conveying .the
returning party. At the = City

County teaim “to*-tour ‘the United -arrival, - s e Stadium | | : i d
. li'gcenes were witnessed as officials LUII, . R ... _ il boundary, the Mayor and represen-
Sates. They +were followed bY|as the Cork. County Board wished | This mateh, played in. broiling |tative citizens met the I?Ia”yefs','

‘Kerry, Mayo, Galway and -Cavan

footballers. In 1834 the Kilkenny
hurierg made the trip, so the Lime-

‘rick visit wag the third made by a
- hurling county. | |

Wy

the travellers good luck and citi-
zens. joined . in_ the expression of
good will to-a great hurling com-
binaticn. . -

On the Frid

ay night- the Limeriék

heat, with the mercury high into.
the eighties was a searching test,.
with superior team work the fac-|
tor that decided the issue 'in the:
vigitors’ favour. On the. same oeca--

I and the scenss  -of enthusiasm e¥-

ceeded anything witnessed in- the
city for many generations. -~
. HWive ‘bands participated in the
procession;. in which over -three

A few of the later ventures Imea.'d'j SR R - sion Cavay were held to level scor- it ; " : | - syt
_ ved  Ah ntures DAd | 4 ypjers * and - Cavan - footballers | 2 2H hatd At e Vol =Lt thousand pupils from the  Chris-|
- not proved the success of -earlier were. . entertained at the West- ing by, the New York fqo_tb‘allersl,_ tian Brothers’ Schools mal‘ché—d;i

QL1 Yes e Bptall Y - Limerick . captain. ST 5 VT 3 .
that courage filed idea of 8NV Mocers” . J. Carroll & Co. Lidy | §o8% STRHIRK 1 Cronse” or polo|
G.A.A. days . proved nr Dundalk, presented *Sweet Af-|Bockey, 100wba [ B P

tours, and it took some time and

_a lot of pegotiation befare it was

finally agreed that Limerickhur-
lers and Cavan footballers should

bourne Hotel, Cobh, the attendance
including P. J. O'Keelffe, General
Secretary, G.A.A.; G Artgurs,
Sean

2-3 to 1-6. | N :
In the final- game of -the tour,

Limerick gained possession of the
Limerick Club Cup, when they de-

1 and a public welcome was accor-

ded at wane O’Connell monument, !
The . teu.n travelled home on
the 's.s. Washington, which Ileft

p v { S BROWC | Seeretary, . Ulster Couneil; , T e o ehsetta -

ggthtocékd%: rlfn?e?eth?eﬁmt (OCCASIOY | McCarthy, . . Secretary, — Munster feated =~ the Massachusetts Al New “York on June 8rd, arrivin
- - .Eregenjge@. “to- ‘Council;: Sean “McCarthy, Chair- Stars, 9-¢4 to 2-3 at Russell le_d,' at Cobh on June 9th. s

gether there by ~isiting oSs|man, Cork County Board; F. J. o I AMERIVAN SPORTS o T T

mc:st_'s-u.ccessf'ﬁ'lpféfq',-_al'l gucih visits, '%ih%%%éhgw%%b;gg;) and -Johg U WRITER THOUGHT. - |

and enabled :the American -ASso-{ """ TP 1  American  sports commnientator,

iation clediri+old™~ claims due

in

. PRESENTATIONS
A number of presentations were

Dan Parker, writing in the New
York “Daily Mirrar” on-the first

connection ““with . three . previous| . os." _
oL Lo WARLL e AR = ade to the members of -the Varleon - Stadiul
VSiS. iy frip & Limerick | teams.  The Limerick - Gaelic| oy at the Tamkeo -SRI

hurling {feam’ - .ever ~made . {c
America, although. it must not be
forgotten that Limerick athletes

in the teams that pes

rticipated in

cial flop, but laid the. foundation

- and hurlers- were well to theiore

of a strong. Gaelic athletic “move-

ment in America. =

THE LIMERICK TEAM™

Two of thg originally: homin ated:
. Limerick party—Jackie O’Connell;
and Dave  {Clohessy: -— -

able to make the trip, and. the

’ P‘

mittee =présented each of the
‘Limerick party with a travelling
rug. Mr. Tadhg O'Shea, N.T. on
hehalf of the  Milford Gaels, -pre-
sented eigarettes, a hurley -and a

ton” cigarettes to the.members
of both teams and Messrs. "M, &
O'Sullivan, €ork, presented the

sets of

3¢ briar pipes  and: ‘pocket:
khnives. . ST

‘ment of a people more accurately
than the %a,mes they play. Hurl-
ing' iz Ireland’s national - pastime,
and if vou have never seen 2 .
 hurling mateh I ‘beg of you 10

as a he-man’s game until ‘you
have had Frinjg game. gdemon-
strated to you by two good teams. |

Cavan and .Limerick -players: wxm’g‘;;gngf m;bines “the best fea-

ball, a heavy-weight

| elimination tournment, hockey, &

If and foothall.

battle royal, go
’ for a fellow with

“Tt. is no game

. . AU T . ~|the “Manhattan” at. 630 on Y 1D : e -

“following - gathered 'at the IM-}c ot 400 morning in- ideal weat-| 2 dash of lavender in his make-
, TR -2 TR I 1) v morning in~ ideal weat-| = e , et !

perial Hotel on. KFriday morning, her, the Commodore welcomed| “P: A- good hurlertm: u:é:ci?e{ g’gi{

“Miay 8th,i1936, for the first stage |

the visitors ~and said he' hoped

pared at all times

from the fleld of

“of the journey :.to America.— that the 1A hatrs o “%+ | his head up _
: . e e |t iey would have a pleasant | % vy i PRI
Timmy Eyan who captained the |y and bring back to their na-| PECi® 258, Bk o P thout
Mack ddy Toward, = Micky: tive land frésh trophies. = nda . resuie e off the player |
ackey, Garrett oward, = MIcKY - The teams were only a day Qut."ﬁnce‘ taklng olle €ye off € player
T AMATE N - he’s assh

_Cross, Paddy Clohessy, Tom Mc-

| wild.

| elling .-
| denly on board—a tragic happen-

| had their first view

| an -

1 picture,;.. ‘=

|
|_ .

‘' the

I'when . Mr. Michael McKnight, one

of the' Limerick supporters trav-
with Limerick,  died sud-

many--and the customs officers

provided by the members of the
Cavan FRife and Drum Band.,

| GAMES IN . YANKEE STADIUM |

| On Friday the teams were re-
ceived by Acting Mayor Sullivan

Innisfail® Park where. they had a
light practice, Qn Ssaturday they
of. 'the Yan-
kee Stadium. S

In glorious sunshine
audience
Limerick beat New York 3-7 to

% aﬁdi"} before

Yankee -Stadium. on Sunday. = .
- The scenes in the Stadium will
long be remembered. by. those:. pre-

flags, the green sward of the
playing pitch, and the. variegated
‘eolour of the summer - dress - of
owd _p.omp}feted'f““a memorable
The Limer |
appear, dnd - the sight of their
green . -jergeys’ sent the
"Three bands—Cavan Fife
and Drum, La Salle Brass Band,
and  the Clan Eireann Pipers led
he parade, and -the -ball ‘was
thrown in by Mr. James Reeves,

of 40,000 people, |8

2-3 and Cavan beat the ‘same: op-i|P

position in football, “1-T to .0-5, |as if they had lac _ -
after two great games, in the |teamwork 1s magnificent to behold.

|86 is the mayhem. The first rule

sent. The brilliant sunshine; the

ick lads were- ﬁrst to

crowd.

“the Irish

signed to walch and the:
other off the enemy’s goal. . e

‘HHaving seen a hurling match:
one can- understand readily why:
' of the pioneers of base-

{ing deeply regretted by all.- . |30 MOBIW O T ieh bloo 1 whyi
1" - A great worowd — in fact too ball were (’j“?efltfg 139202{?“&0%{‘1%3?&? !_

those of

ally to America’s game. Their en-

their battling eyes ever  Ssince
of hurling with an oak tree and
‘a Dane'g skull. -

THE TEAM WORK.

“A good hurling team -will keep
the air longer than a juggler. It is
permissable to catch it with one
hand, usually the left, and as it
comes sailing through the ‘air and
jve it a hearty belt with ihe end
of the club. Clever hurlers can
ass the ball from hurley to hurley
rosse sticks. The

'of hurling is to keep your eye on.
the ball and let your opponent’s
skull fall where it may. However,
despite the terrific amount of shil-
llelah swinging there are sunpris-
‘ingly few serious casualties.
proverbial luck of the Irish seems
to be with every hurler who dashes
headlong at an opponent swinging
{his own cliib at the very same ball
at which the opposing player 1s
taking a pot shot. IR
“It takes a strong physigque to
stand up under an hour of hurling,
for the pace is swift as well as
gruelling. It is little wonder:that
, have no -plagiarists  in
huiling. They ihvented the game,

J

righted it, no other race “has at-
tempted to play it. I suppose the
| explanation is that no other race
 is constituted tempermentally like
L the Irish. - However, if it takes an
Irishman to enjoy playing the game,
‘'one need not be a Cellt to get a
kick out of watching it. Anyone

fascinated and amused by it. So 1o
those who demand an exotic sports

Finn MacCool invented the gamej

The |

and. though they haven't copy-|

| thrill I recommend a visit to a
 hurling' match.” |

| were . considerably hamnpgred In! oo . ¢ -have--been~making -one;
Fieir ' checking job.  Music was | Sopmters—hew ‘peenmaling  ~One;
hand - catches and sharpening

who watches a hurling game is both |



" left the teams level.

GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN

No. 176-MICK MA:

N preparmg for the 1934 All-

- Ireland: final replay agamst
Dublin, Limerick had the services

of the well known Cork tre,mer,'

Jim Barry, .

Everythn‘lg was in readiness for
the great day when a bombshell
burst in the Shannonside camp.
Ace netminder Paddy Scanlan had
- to cry off the team owing to. ill-
ness. Former Limerick and Mun-
ster goalkeepeer, Tommy Shinney,
of Fedamore, -was pressed into

service at short notice, And right|

“worthily he filled the gap. His
“defence was superb, whilst his
deliveries ~were as good  as ever
Croke Park witnessed.

It proved a great battle.
_first "half - produced tackling as

keen as ever seen on the hurlmg

field, with little or no opeén play.
Dublin had two white flags be-
- fore Dave Clohesey shot to -the
net for the only goal of the half
hour. In  the twenty minutes Dbe-
fore the ‘interval only one score
was conceded—a point to Dublin
which left the sides level at the
turn-over. |

Two goals to either su:le——-eeoured
" in as many minutes--following the
restart, altered the Whole aspect
of the game. Dublin added three
points in fairly ,rapid succession,
and clung to this lead until ten
‘minutes from  the &nd,

THE STRENGTH OF T‘HE
RYANS.,
Entering the last quarter the
‘strength of the Ryans; Tim &hd
Mick, asserted itself at midfieid.
They pulled away from their op-

ponents and using  all {heir
mighty wvigour, rained down oalls
on the Dublin defence.

Timmy dropped a soft ball hlgh
e.ncl slow, and in swept the three
Limerick full forwdards, with  Mick
Mackey bringing up the rear. In
the melee, Jacky O’Connell placed
Dave Clohésey for the goal that

nohsiders missed a few chances
in the dying mintates and another
draw lookéd possible.

But ‘there was . that

top—a presage of victory. 1t
came swiftly’ when Mick Mackey
pounced - on - a short puck out.
With the sliotar glued to his hur-

ley, he moved in from the wingj

on one of his famous solo rins.
It was do or die and the packed
field knew it, So did every nian
of that great Dublin teaim.

Throwing everything he
into the effort,
stee.dﬂy fo shootmg pDSlthIl then

The

as he pit over the winning point.
In the hundred seconds that re-
mained &
nell, plis a goal by Dave Cloh-
ésey wrote a story on the score-
board that was hardly a . true re-
cord of a thrﬂl—packed final.
Dave Clohesey had four goals
to his credit in that great.game—
one of the most noteworthy per-
formaneee ever recorded in a
'I‘iHE[RTY
And of John Mackey, the news-
papers said: “ John Meokey was

men, and literally eppeal ed to be
all over the field. Undoubtedly,
hLe is the best men 1n the vcsition
in Ireland.” |

KFor the reoord the match was
played on Septerhber 30th, 1934,

arid the final scoré wis:
5-2; Dublin, 2-6. Mr. Stephen Jor-
_dan T:-D.;  référeed. Attendance
was 30, 250 and gate
£2,447 4s. 8d. Most Rev. Dr. Harty,
Archblshop of Cashel, started the
game. He was escorfed to mid-
field by.Seéan McCarthy, President
of the G.AA. . and by Fratk Mc-
Ardle,

By SEAMUS O’CEALLMGH

Councﬂ of the Assocmhon

The . Shan- |

hidaden |
strength of Limeérick rising to the

- game that - was

‘had’
Mick advanced

1 Bngade
* eashes

1 scouts.
many houses; bonfires were nuper- !

| ous and windows were illuminated,

The Limerick pleyers were:
[ Timmy Ryan (ceptem), ; Mackey,

M. Maekey, J. Close -(Ahane), T.
Shinney (godl), Dave Clohesey P.
Clohessy, ‘T. MgcCarthy (Heda-
more), J. O’'Connell,. J.,. Roche
(Croom), M. Ryan (Murroe) M.
-KReéennédy (Young Ireland), G.
‘Howard . (Portraee), E. Cregan
(Newcastle West), M. Cross
(Claughaun).

Scenes of wild enthusiasm
gteeted the Limerick victory, re-

to the; captain, Timmy Ryan, by,
His Gtace, Most Rev. Dr. Harty,
who expressed his K great pleesure
at seeihg his native county win'
slich a remarkable victory in a
- a8 superb an
exhibition of hurhng as he had
eéver withessed.

A press report of the game con-
cluded: “The pace was terrific,
the markmg, | perheps the closest
ever seen. 'The gdnieé was one
sweep of clenched courage. It was
the epic  close of the season’s
classics. Great men won and great
men lost. Their names shall be
rememb ed forever.”
REGECE"TION AND

HOME-COMING.

-fe,med Boherbuoy . Band, -which
hLad travelled to Croke Pe,rk for
both the drawn gdme and replay,
then marched to their

where they -attended =« reeeptlonf
| given by Limerick remdenm in

Dublin.
| The‘home coming the following! conditions, So
evenlng was & memorable evemt blindlng downpbur tha.t ih l{:self

and tar this .

Fog signals were exploded
barrels blazed as the train oe,rrymg
the tegm. afrived in Limerick,

civic welcome wWas given by the
Mayor and Corporation, who were:
attended by members of- the Fire'
A prgcession was then:
formed and . was  led by forty
horsemén,. weering greeh and white:
~THe  tedm Fodé iH, open
carriages through crowded streets,
flanked by guards of honour .of boy:
Flags were flying Ifrom|

4§ four bandg pldgyed the team to

dows of +which speeches were.
delivered by the Mayor, Councillor
P. F, Qumle.n, the I_Qhe.arman of the

be.nquet whith -wasg repre-
sentative of the biiSiness; sporting
axid professional lifé 6f thé é¢ounty,
with no reésemblance to any . pre-
vious -A.A. function in Limerick.

The All-Ireland medals were pre-
sented at a most successful ceili,
yoted by all as the. best ever held

eity
in the v link on the great

And now, a
Limeérick Mayoral. chaii  records

the fact that the County team won
the Jubilee Year AlI-Irele.nd bur-

hng grown. .
Seven L1mer1ok wissi figured on

i rick’s
¥ Seenlan,
.r Kennedy;. Paddy Clohosey, Timmy

| the Munster team that beat Il.ein-
in the Railway -

ster, 3-4 to 3-0,
!Cup final . the following St. Pat-

Day. They were: IPaddy
Tom MeCarthy, Mick

Ryan, John and Mick . Mackey,
kay Cross was. also meed but

.'was uhable to pla.y owing to ill-

N‘ATIONAL LEAGUE CROWN,
In retdining their INational

' the sweet sound of ash

- .- i hJ e I

T

point by Jacky O’Con-.

the greatest man of the thirty.
Pulling first time, hé drove more
balls onwdrds then . &ny three

L1merlck -

receipts

Pres1dent of the American |

| great games of the

.Ahane colours

"KEY of Ahan ne (Contmued)

Lea ue Limeérick played
some thrilling
draw by Cork, at Croom,
ensured possesswn of the honours
when beating Kilketiny 1-6 to 14,
at Nowldn Park, in one . of the
period.
" Played on May 12th, 1935 (gete
receipts, £973), the o—utstemiing
features of this hurling epic were:
speed, dash, close tackling. and
quick - accurate striking.

Never before was an hour ﬂl]ed

with such thrills & of seneamoni and |

crown,

excitement, and it wsa only in 1;lc1er

closing seconds that Limerick’s
triumph was assured.

Jacky Power, who Iast yeer
completed twenty-oné years- in
when e helped
theni regain County sexior hurling
championship 1laurels; miade his.
debut with the L1mer1ok “tedm.
during that League. campaign—
Paddy McMéahon  and . himself

laymg their first game; at. Croom;
?,ggegnst Dubl1n, on April | 28th,.

Mény good judges of the game
hnold that Mlck Msaeckey reached
the height of hurling perfection -
in the Munster semi-final against
Cork, played at Thurles - on J'uly
28th, 1935,

The “Irish Independent & of the
followmg day said: “ The match
Was a personel triumph for Mick
Mackey of Limerick; who gave one

~of the most brﬂhant and  spec-
tacular individiial dlsple,ys of hur-
ling ever seen.' -

Limerick. won. well;
buf the 6eceasion ‘Wlll be  remem-
bered for -an incident following o
claSh ‘between two players.at: mid-
ﬁeld A Cork man was eccu:lente.lly
injured, e,nd for the rioment . ap-|
pedred in g serious . condition.

Doctors rushed to his aid and thel

Last Rites of the Church  were

- adihinistered, as players and spec-

newed when’'the ¢up was presented q

“had two

hotel,

|

their hotel, from one of the wm—:

tators knelt.” The player was Iater

removed fo hosp1f.a1 where . he

uickly recovered, bemg d1scharged

the following da

THIRD SUUCESSIVE MUN STER
TITLE.

Limerick won their third suo-,
&és8ive Munster ftifle a fortmght
later ,at, Cork, where they Dbedt
Tipperary; 55 . to 1-4. Thi§ game

three years had showid - himself
6né of the greatest goalmen the
game produced-.and  lived up to .
every Wword of Hi§ réputaifém: the’

other, the tall, back<haired Phil’

Purcell of - Moy carkey, whe' com-:

bined  the speed 6f a déer with,
the cool, accurate judgment e.ncl
drive of a golf champion.

The way was claar for enotner

The team; headed by the far-;meeting of Nere and S};lennon and

when the pair met on beptember
L 1st, 1935, they were We.tehed by &
reoord erowcl for any. maich to
then at Croke Park—-486,591.

In the long -history of the -As-

'sociation no important match was

 played under such advérse weather
persistert - was - the

very fact must stdmp the
regolection. of this mateh  in ‘the
minds of everyone present, It was
surely a  great game - that .could
-be . .great under such conditions.
Thg players rose to it like Vik-
mge and. by  their -determiantion:
and c¢ourdge rdised the national
game into a still- higher and more
‘unassailable. position of pride . and
glory than it ever before occu-

pied. _
‘ BLE . CON DITIONS
I«i1l]a:e:|:m:3,lr won (by the narrowest
adapted the‘mselves hetter to  the
possiblé - margin), becaillse theéy
terrible conditions, and p ayéd the
ball on. the ground. .

Limeérick, who he.d. llurled thlrty- -

five. me,tches in two yedrs withotit-a
defeat, went down: ﬁghﬂ:mg gamely

':','Count C(mhdl Xt t, . John Mec- ppg cleanly, as  oily oha.m“pions
,r??-Gorméok -KEEZQSHWTD ceuldl_“Im 8. field: that Was-Ankle,
| “Bipamy-- Ryﬂl‘f iéﬁn?’ Lanigan endi deep: in ‘water, Mi¢k’ Mackey threw.
Jim Barry. off His boots and tore into  the

| - BANQUET AND CEILL | struggle. His dazzling solo runs
Three weeks later the members arnd - po‘werful stick  work were

of the fearm weré entertaified at a brea:th-taking in their intensity.
| publié

He pegged  down Kilkénny's
éarly score Wwith, 4 beauty drive
betweén the posts;
lowed a flashing crosg by Jacky
O’'Connell, “which McMehon netted.
The . hext score was a great Mick
Mackéy point from 4 free that |
gave Limerick a four points ed—

- vantége.

|

(
guick as 1i
| i

1 point, andg

'| with . ten minutes. to go..

The. Nores:iders; hit back fe,st
and foreefuﬂ-——lt was level pegging
oncg more, two. minttes from  the
'ha.lf t1me= Wh;s“tle and then Me.ttv
w1th Q glorlous drivée from near
thé. touchline, |

Mick Mackey bulldozed his way
through half a field full to place
Jacky O’Connell for the shot tha,t
levelled again. Hot and hectic the
battle raged as rain and wind
ruled high in that last epic half-
Hour, with meén and women . en-
thrailed though dr1pp1ng wet from
head to heel.

No SCOTe for ten exc1t1n

ml 1’1-

oni leather Kllkenny] captain, Lory Meagher

 shot & magnificent point. It opened
the §luice getee to the Nore, and
tnmg
len a  goal, that

Kllkennv five points in the lead

_ fleroes——one, Paddy bcen-i
lan; the Limerick goa.he Who for

gdmes. Héld to a |
they |

3'12 tO Ji"'3; '

~gaid the American Minister.

e.nd then fol-!

I

Whiteé shot aj
leftl

A SUPERB FINISH, -
VIt was . & stperb finish. I—l’.ee.rt
throbs missed a beat as M1ck Mac-

key. dropped a ball in the square
that McMahon first timed tg the
net. Veteran of & Kundred battles,
Mick Cross, advanced with a terri-
fic drive that cut the black and
ampber. lead to the minimum, and
with timie all but spent the last
great scene of that drama packed
enoounter was endcted.

Mick DMackey soloed his Way
down the middle of the. ﬁeld the
shpperyl ball under Wonderful con-
trol, the active brain planning the
move ahéad. The road to the net
looked open and Mick put. every-

thing he could ruster
master. drive. © mto the

Bit he reckoned W1thout the -
- canny anticipation of great Xil-
kenny defender, Paddy Larkin, who,
cut in to cover theé vital opemng as:
Me;ekey striek, Courage won the
day @nd Larkin crowned his best
display  ever with 4 grand finsl

offering that brought a great -
tory be.ok to the Nogre 5 vie

I MR. DE VALERA’S BROADGAST
| Radio HEireann broadcast g serles
i of Special mterwews on the game
'that night, in the course of which
| Presidént de Valera said: “We are
. to be envied by other nations in
1possessmg such a great national
gameé ds hurling. Even in the un-
-fa,vourable conditions of this after-
noon oOné cannot fail to see what
a really great game it is. No ¢thHer
can oompete with it as an all—round%
nranly. ‘game, requiring strength!
and skill in a remarkabie degree.:
As 8 school game it should be en-i
couraged more than it is. An effort
should pe made to bring down. the
cost by providing cheapér and
better hurleys. The G.AA. should
see to this and perhaps dévote
some of its resources to sub31d151ng
the manufacture.”

“MTo-day I witnessed one of the
most thrilling games of my. iife”

.“ I am
tremendously impressed Wlth the
speed of the game, which is new to
me, and my . admiration for the
valour an_d _the courage of th__e
hurling player is of the highest. It|
is'a great game, worthy of thé best
sporting traditions of Irish $ports-
men.” |

- The Frerich Minister said that it
- wés the first time he had seen 4
hurling game, and he expressed
himseif delighted with the event.
"He thought the game was a very
fast one and very well played. He
was greatly struck by the enthu-
siasm of the great crowd deSplte
the rain.

Next week's instalment will deal
with the American tour, and the
recapturing - of the All-Ireland
crown in 1936,




MACKEY of Aha ne . (Continued)

EINSTER had won the Ra.llway T et is doubtful if as good a man as LIMERICK THEL MOHE

-and Ccrua,lff‘;e%a ?0rGfthjégaf%ingem?igear' By SEAM!’JS . c LLAEGH _Scanlap has bagn saen er m.ﬁ.ny |« L1mer1::3)l?were %hes Igf)]re force |
— |4 year,” S :
by, heating Connacht, at ROSCF%:| in a welter of excitement as Cork|  LIMERICK AND CORK AT  |[ul side They were more vigor-

| forced the- scores' that "left the TTHURLES, ¢+ |ous,- more often in possession,.

When the Munster team for. the jssu | I m ; |
' - | issue' ' undecided: Ahane, 7-1; St. he meeting of Limerick and, ore overstriding, but less - trust-.
fﬁ;}lal Effas astéigg‘gg%d tg %f-g i‘igg___ ‘Finbarr’s, 8-1. 'The worth of that COTrke at Thuplgés on July 8th pro-. 11.1“1'F less ingisive, less dangergusrl
-I‘ICkg la Srs filling seven places on ‘match re-opened the question of|vided a game fit to -rank with Paddy Clohesey’s play -at pre-
th pdy All f? wever P justified club - games op “inter-county lines,|the best played  for. the Munster sent is-inecomparahble. He has never
the e ? t] Ito et ilJ roved and many were the advocates ofcrown. Limerlck’s opening - bursts. | been stopped in his overriding .
e e d bla0 ua 3{3 n {i::) the idea—a return to the first’ sys-| were. so powerful and so speedy superiority. At times this place!
a very formidable combination, | q:y established under G.A.A.[that the early clashes gave the i striking lacks accura.cy, but for
“displaying all the dash and ‘deter-- rules. impression of an easy victory. {all™ round hurling and EWgorous

mination characteristic of Munster Limerick ma de the1r ﬂrst v151t O i sy td | manhoggi ha h&s no equal Just"'a;j;

hurllng a-t its bESt . to Iond@_n ‘On Whlt Mond& | :,present

- 4 y, and | lass hurling, newcomer Jacky'! [P g
With five L1merlckmen dlnftde- pl&Wd Kllliennv he | annu,al (;'%a(illa}e?l___n@w ggur very emclens'[’;, “The BIBCI{EY bI'OthBI'S played
fence, it was pleasant to read 8iter-| gama for t the: Monaghan Cup. The | County Secretary — crashed two, |IROFe of “the ball than' any’ two;

-wards the many tributes paid 1o} ventie "was Woolwich Stadlum to - |en on the field.. Th
: ] to the Cork net eld.. They are artis-
the magnificent back play in- the| which the Gaels returned Te cently, Ilérll)zalﬁgagb ingé}et% . Ogeélcmd ﬂauaner  Jtic an 3 - alert, - full . of " epeed |

second half—the equal’ of any Wlt- after many years absence. . | {Ka - - | strength d

- T.ces W thejr mettle g and science. Mick ‘ave |

nessed in Croke Park, v oIt proved an hour of unending’ -;gg L1m£1ecl? sw%%ee%mkylto be 1a- jus glimpse of his Stre’%gth'
One press . report sald The .thrﬂls——the exiles being teated to 'goa,l ‘clear &at the interval = | when ‘he overturned Mieck Daniels |

first impression  one: gathered was: ! some Wwghderful duels. The Mac- tart (After both had set the Selv f
‘the good form: shown by the seven.l key brothers’ hurled with a speed,]« ﬁfcri\aglmﬁﬁginaf;oﬂﬁgf e tﬁgguaéh 12 fair a.nd square JOﬁltIlle @s
representatwes from leerlck iskﬂl and consmtencv that apened|+pne leveller—signal for & terrific . 1 the real goqu | S
Four -of them cwere . brilllant up innumerable scoring chances— ‘Cork offensive tha.t} hed Limerick “Cross lifted and drfwe down:
throughout; the  remaining three-‘ Mick. .bringing the.crowd to their ity . their bhacks to. the -wall, |With perfect direction and with

were good when: nqt_ excellent .| feet: with & styhsh goal over hls | Mick Mackey foll bagk to aid: the | the minimum of  effort. and with-

y GREAT PLAYERS, he ‘head, his h&ck to the  nef. | defence, bogbmg 1115;&g here, there out any - apparent- difficulty. A
 “Paddy Scanian captwated t €| BOB MQCQNKE,Y o and . everywhere -as the Bebel' great sticker and a- grgat man is
crowd Wlth cool “calculated -and; Am)ther Tdimerick man to at-| County  assault motnted, 1 | Cross”

finished dlspla;y He pucked out tr:act cenwderable thICg on that o r o - Most Rev. r. H t
g ha” Hate ohd Aoy s | Sobusce by Yoean g oSkt e eScking o for Shace | Mol ey D, Haty, sroppisnop
a mistake durmg the hour KA; k§m whose exehangeﬁ with | Peter. of Mallow crossed a ball from. the| |G-AA, si:arted the game. 'An im+
special word of: PI’alSE' must’ go tO-_‘OQ@iillY \ﬁirfrg madels qf emteneﬁs fwing to give: Brennan mgsﬁm@n' 1 pressive feature was the unfgr;mg:
- Paddy Clghosey, -who . wag - the anl gna,e y—-r-a,utym@al MgC’onkey right on the edge of the squ yare.[ (of the National Flag on Hill 16,
most brilliant’ man on ‘the neld Al goath ein t e ong he bapged’ in The latter hit & . buliet-lllie "drive | as‘'a bugler Sounded the G'eneraj
L ooatenabal 38 o “Was at | Olcomnell with & Snal” (M 1| (hat Jeoked | unsiopparle Bur| |ty prier @@ ihe rendering o
1 . Scanlan thought ‘othérw 1 e a, 10na1 Anthe
-ground play.  Timmy “Ryan -more.| gﬂﬁfgﬁgd@% co‘uld lli-trﬂrcr?m . rapped the 1@% ther dawnmghgr]?; The next art:clgh “1{1111 deal Wlth
tha,n hald hlg DWH El.t mldﬁgld:j_ 4_5 the i e Wen  narrowly, 5"4: D'and Cl&ﬂfﬁd ‘with a MIghty swmg-' the re_pI&y and Wlth the famﬂus
where he was. opnposed: by. the one e up -heing presanted to. to  save Limerick - from - What “wet day 7 final of 1935.
and only Lory- Meagher. . Mickey [ Ul&" Shannonside - captain, - Timmy | seemed certain defeat.
Cross, playing: in- his sixth .. Cup |- R an, by . the donor, Mr _OW‘en - MICK MACKEY'S FA_MQUS |
Final enchanced a fine reputation | r‘l} ' SIQLQRUN -
with one of his best displays, Tom'| laé-s gg;‘g&t éagﬁg gh@kut‘;?eri‘“‘ With time all but. gons, - Migk
McCarthy repewgd . acquaintance e ary, D22y Mackey peunced on:. the -leather, .

with the hero 10f the: 1933 all Ire-| ‘Dublin: in the- Arus na’nGaedhesl (-1 Y acio ;

land Final ovely Jonnny Dusnel | [AARen; Sl ff b s folpwen ot Sesmens Jaale tunre|
. as MOI‘QSldBI‘S &drIIiI‘eI‘S Ohrlatene&; lsa luqt’t@*! plﬁs’&n %d S@‘t -a’f‘ter years Along the Wlng g!g )
‘him after that’ gaﬁne ‘and; Ehe mg ‘ m._,ﬂa z‘- SUPE: B s SIDE, __trav_@lled with’ the. bail glued . t@

finane man held him.score ess, no. Press ----mpwt Gf that gamﬂahh ‘hurley. 88 he. stormed . threugh.

mean feat. Ned Cregan, who had. d&* Tt ‘For -one -fladting ‘moment, ever yl
Matty Power .to -contend. with, did{ Sald - g - many ' yealg . since ‘eye in that. great ‘erowd - was v en |
Croke. Park’ w;tpessed Such'& DPre<{tha. hLobhing - figure in green’ and |

not get much-time . for: fancy hurl-|

ing, but managed -the ‘wily . Nare- | ‘i‘f}é"m@ggﬁe ot ,I?ne ﬂfjt"élrasi Bie%ﬂ white as he brushed all” eppos;tmn |
sider- as well ‘a§ I saw a.n:lg\rd Qtll;ler__:a? g l?}?%rb ESI deﬁﬁﬁ’oug} ;%a,x?éelyeﬁ as1de, angd W1th ‘coolness f:n pre- |
defence man . do. -~Mick Mackey be doingjustice tothe ‘merits Oflgﬁlgngg;ammﬁ thmugh he Win- |

was playing on: Eddle Byrne, who th i T h :
e southern men. They were Ehg' ‘The second Southern title. cama

was in fine fettle, but the Trising|

Casstleconnell star: managed to. gr::?&, Iflfg‘stfséc mﬁ?ﬁtﬁ?ﬁ tﬁf&{‘g& bml-. pasily -after that, Limerick {pinm- :
i B b el o L SRt S e SR i
Lo o et ’}n - | idealists "orjure up to themml"e’s'lway in a tczu h t uas a}a %’? ¢ a‘!
Lelnster met 63 6.3 and for|'When they envissgs a hurling side Limbrick % far, mﬁf*-
?{:ﬂ i{DV “Sl‘éeyl m%d,@.l M:t%k Mea,ckey ing .on “tha. Dball - ‘ne oﬂrﬁvhglan@mg_ Succegﬁma Sﬁﬁ.s@n 3"-‘ n :
| ﬁgur“égyl in pelght further'  -inter- | f#:tm%m dﬂa.tﬁ%:?k? ;ﬁg’%&@s@%&ﬁﬁhlﬁ%ﬁ - Limeri¢k, their he@,rts, ﬂe,t 01‘1'
%mencslﬁé ﬁnnalgnlangn W%iagéjio'ﬁ%:-‘ ‘the ..stride,. apd - a ' fast. followe4 g?rlifggmt% lefmﬁéfggf’j thmﬁq? allrﬁ‘
i 1536, when the tesm he cap-| t?lm“gh or &- duick rfcoﬁf” 28lilee  Year 11-=Imlﬁndﬂ Furling
taineq .lost to Leinster hy.&a ‘poipt:i the: ease may: be. Surely. this Wa’ Finagl, met an ‘unexpected . reyerse|

CIn 1034, the' GiA.A. -celebrated| hurlmg at --'.})EStA;f‘f‘AIE . {‘when Dublin held ' them tq. levar

the Gelden Jubllee'of the: fcmnda-. * PR 'Th tond Feils Final was scoring &t the first meetmg
‘tion of the: Association, whigh/|. e ‘Thomond Fei; al w fva| ‘The issue between the . pair was|
¢ hectic affair, Cork, who led by five| ™ 5" the — closeness that|

' eting .in '
%rlﬁgclegogi %gﬁgnﬁ}er& i8¢, 188§ points at the interval, surprised makes hurling often as” Imrs e
hurli c:l?own in Jubile Year ‘Wﬂs agalnst 8 much fanmed* “Limerick |_ ayad tlflr as s ing, ll%g BS ror UJ?.BI
. tﬁlr ng bitio £ a’lmGS?c everyons | selection, In a pulse stirring finish *ﬁW ¥ 1 ﬁﬂft olr iimt din )
" the am B © the home lads just held their un-| JOUI an le S‘JP‘BF ara,y un@%i"

C ty, and ith |
ﬁatsﬁ'ﬂsgfeig};d 'il v?gg yevexg,r g‘;’m&- beaten regord, tQ win, 3-6.te 3-4. | de'%h%t ‘r%gsgnﬁa g thi to sa
L et means of finding | A weselk  later the ﬁhﬁnm}nﬁldﬁl’% “By the $Ums o s Y eetu
‘the best players in. the CountY,k ﬁﬁenﬁd their Muniteel? #gvhlgmnglﬁ n,; ive -ymerﬁts um hmrmrs Iﬁéj of |
| 32% nﬁtglﬁlg them. for the h@,rﬁl cam-1 ﬁp}% S?ggaﬁa;gm slare / : fﬁmgmbagy arad b upgtts of Sfﬁi ﬁf é}%
~- | et g8 1the debit .and ' éredit gcedunt .of
HURLING: AT TS (JrBfEATI!:ST | e Padcassians, Started @'ff 2 81'. their luck  and misfortines, they
‘Ahiane opened that.season with terrific pacé, and playing 88 & el rave earned the privilege of en-|

a great game. - against .St Fm-J balgneed -combination vﬁum%'ilhaﬁﬁgsd other essay

g %

: ‘plaved gt Limerick | the h@lﬁﬁ;’@ f@l‘ twen | ather |

| _Eiﬁli gr%rgﬁquziy t%eam 6., Mamg - |Scanlan.  was the: 1411’1181’&(2}1 B0l . g ‘GR% %N?%YQ . do-!
Al “roumainent o, Tro e |5t & grusial tme,  BS aspruted| s v contert, of Mg S
‘momaent  tha resiaon ¢ vaena | d, it muslt rank 8s @ § lendid .

bail lling it was hurling blmded by strugghng men but a| speed, D

g%tlgsh%reﬁasiﬂ tlo gprov& one of ‘the| few ya‘rdg away. The . Press com-|game. It W}?S l'.;lt up Eﬁt fl’ﬂg.n%fi!g
&ternest and - most * electrifying|mented: - * Bhart “clegranges . are| flashes of - bril a.ncy, theq’%«vmt.e

- eper, d it whole: glowedt onl
games for many 2 dav. -completed!the test of & goalkeeper, anc Bt ity @n@g amur, Th@ I‘l\ﬁr;

{ alry of the teams. fuelled: ¥~th%lr
_;own and. the hﬁp&s @f tha;;«_ a m;irg_
i 1 51‘&?’& Ek‘“ % .

!:!' -
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}Egr %our the Dublm backg were [

4 under contmueus - pressure “and-|
i remﬁtﬁd with mawelm;s temmtsir{
1But their efforts would hgve- hee
lin wain but for the inspired gqa.-
| keeping of Forde.. Dublm may
1 shudder te think what the admrse
I palance might have. bee;n_,__”wgfg it 1
Inot for the -glertnessand erve|
| of their cul baire. Almost. qn ‘the |
interval, Limerick took the mmiv
{ mum "lead, 1-5 to 2-1. )
“Publin equalled shart],y atterl__
the resumption—Limerigk - fq
| five peints ahead. and - then h ‘a
goal dxsallowed Tt was the cmth
{cal phase of the game buf the}
Dublin defenge never ngred 1
Sharp duels and mass & taghks, |
loose sorties and quigk reverse:u.
| followed each @ har with 51,1 Isad- |
ing . speed Fhen, in the Igsmg.
minutes . Dublin electrified
crowd wmh an a,ma,zmg rg,u%
had two  peints, - t ﬁl ﬁ&
of time, Denny O’Nelll 1

lin full forward, with a ﬁg perb.
1;81’501’1.&11 feat, had the gﬁa I’Zhﬁ-ii

mattéred..

—




© complete the hurling story

of Mick Mackey, the man who
will yel make the welkin
as trainer of a new generation of
Limerick All Ireland hurling
stars, 1 quote from articles that
appeared in the “Sunday Press”
some years ago, and which are
well  worth  reproducing, They
will be read by the younger gen-
eraticn with avid interest, and re-
read by many old admirers with
undoubted relish.

ring

- from
By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH|we go

John  Keane (Waterford),
Hogan ~and Larry Blake (Clare),
| Paady Byrne (Kilkenny) and Dan
‘Canniffe (Dublin),
imen whose constant
!would almost break on
"'he reflected.

I “"His wview was stated

modestly,
| that some of these i

men were

Jim |
|

all these were ! you
attentions made u
e’s heart,  minute

i

“Cuchulain the mythical heroof Past their speedy days when he |
the Celtic_saga, lives as the greatest’' Was at the zenith of his. Later on, |

hurler. Let us
talk with the modern Cuchulain—
the once irrepressible, incompar-
able, the great Mick Mackey.
“There was
about the solid 5ft. 8iins. Mick.
Opponents who attempted to stop
his avalanche-like runs will testify

to thal. No man since the found-
ing of the G.A.A. has captured
the imagination to anything like

the same degree.
“Meet him to-day.
stones heavier,

Some two
he is the same
buoyant, laughing fellow, with oc-
casional lapses into the reflective
and serious.
RELATIVE MERITS OF
OPPONENTS.

“I sounded him on the relative
merits of opponents. His view
was that the centre half back
position is the most vital point
of defence. He found most of
these defenders tough, and ‘'is
speed at times gave him the iit-
tle advantage which is necessary.

“Jim Regan, Johnny Quirke
(Cork), John Maher (Tipperary),

Torr /4
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lost the necessary yard.

. "Pressed. to speak of his scor-

ting T reminded him that Ithought
well,

he replied diffidently,

sit awhile and With the passing of time, he too!

nothing mythical 1936 his peak year in that regard.!
; e

was credited with heavy scoring '

. brothers

against Tipperary in 1936. That
probably would he my luckiest
day.” He thought the best match |

he played in, was against Cork i
te.p st Cork in

“On the whole he thought good
 fortune never left him, Once only
had he to retire from a game with
an injury, Before taking the field
in the League Final in 1038,
against Tipperary, a former
wound in his side had develojed
into an abeess, He was lanced
and bandaged in the pavilion. It
was an hour of suffering.

QUOTED ADVERSE CRITICS.
_“Desiring to stir him into a
heated discussion I adopted the
tactic of quoting some of his ad-
verse critics. His equanimity was
undidturbed. The broad smile
and that humorous glint of the
eye convinced me 1 was unlikely
to succeed. However, I ventured.
“They say you planned sometimes
to annoy your man by unwelcome
little taps!” His reply was that never
did an opponent leave the field as
a result of an injury from him.
At times, perhaps, he did indulge
in a little bantering. ‘but that
does not violate any regulations.’
“They say also, I went on, that
you overplayed the ball: that you
hung on tog long. ‘“Balance that,
he said, ‘against the number of
times I parted, even when I could
have gone through myself, Some-
times 1 parted and the passes
went astray.

“As a final shot, T asked, ‘why
did you not take your points
from near frees in 1935?' ‘One
was taken when close on time,
when we were four points in ar-
rears. I dropped the ball near
the square and MceCarthy goaled
from it My other point attempt
failed. ‘You recollect the fright-
ful conditions. How many close
frees were missed in last year’s
All Ireland under good condit-
ions?’ His logic was unassailable.

VIEWS ON TRAINING.
“Expressing thg view that
training was taken too sericusly
now, Mick said: ‘In a way I
suppose we did some collective
training, but nothing like the
way its done these days. First
of all, nobody gave up his work

We did about two hours hard
training each evening in the
Gaelic Grounds, had a meal to-

gether in town and then home to
bed.!

“That was all we needed to
know of each other's play—then
: forget about it all and get down
to the next day's work. I ecan
tell yow we were as fit as ever
a team was on this kind of
training—and better still, we en-
joyeq every game we played—
and the celebrations afterwards.’

“‘I think the lads to-dav take
| things too seriously altogether—
'some of them anyhow. Very few
of them seem to really enjoy
themselves as we did. Scanlan,
McCarthy, Power and myself—we
had great times in Dublin on All
Ireland week-end. True, we wan-
ted to win every match just the
same as the other fellows, but,
we got a great kick out of play-
ing the game as well!

“ ‘T'd say, without fear of con-
tradiction, that our 1936 team was
lone of the fittest hurling teams
'that ever walked on to Croke
Park, and do you know we didn’t
get much chance to train at all
that year. You see, we came back

America late in May and
L t a Dbye into the Munster
Binal. One more match—the semi-

linal--and we were into the All
Ireland final.
‘ ‘And yet, we were as fit as
men could be. Maybe its the way
aproach  it. We always

p our minds to enjoy every
of the game and wedidn't
worry about losing either. ”

ANOTHER TRIBUTL.

To conclude this story of Mick
Mackey, T turn over to Tony
Myles for this tribute:—

“Nol greater compliment could
be paid to the Mackeys than that
they were the idols, not alone of:
Limerick, not -alone of Munstes,|
but of all Treland, for when Lime-;
rick played it was to see the great
in aetion the erowdi:
came
_“Comparisons, in every geners-
tion are inevitably made with |
preceding generations as far as|
the merits of hurlers or footbali-|
ers are’ concerned, These compar-
isons are seldom =accurate, r1or
times and circumstances differ,
but in the case of the Mackey
brothers comparisons will always
be made with their own com-
peers.

“The fact that they will be
ranked with Christy Ring of
Cork, and with other equally pro-
minent players from Tipperary,
Waterford or Kilkenny, and in
many cases given preference over
the best that Munster or any
other of the provinces has pro-
duced, is sufficient tribute to their
merit.

“Shall we ever again, I wonder,
see the ball ‘glued’ to a hurling
stick as only Mick Mackey knew
how to do it, or shall we ever
again see in action a player like
him for tha way in which he de-
liberately, ‘clowned’ on the field.

- “Never was Mick Mackey so
dangerous as whey he started his
‘antics’ on the field. These clowning
antics of his kept the crowd split-
ting with derisive laughter at
least the portion of the crowd made
up of his own supporters—but they
drove the opposing players and
supporters frantic with impotent
rage.

“And that wag really the object
of Mick's santics, for, tender-
hearted as a child himself, he knew
how deadly, moekery ¢an he.

TACTICS BAISED ON PURE
PSYCHOLOGY. 4

“Thus, I have seen him in Mun-
ster and All-Ireland finals streak-
ing along the sideline with the ball
in his fist and his hurling stick
outstretcheg rising and falling as
if he were tapping the ball.

“The crowd knew it was a foul;
Mick Mackey knew it better than
did the opposing players who tried
to stop him ang call the referee's
attention to it, but of all the shout-
ing thousands the referee was in-
variably the person who last saw
through Mick's manoeuvres for
Mick ensured that his back was to
the harassed referee.

“And to add insult to injury,
Mick would have his tongue stuck
out all the time to the opposing
supporters on the sideline who
were ready to burst with rage ang
apoplexy.

“But there was, as they say in
Munster, ‘a method to "his mad-
ness,’ Those tacties were based on
pure psychology; make ylour op-
ponent lose his temper, you keep
yours and you have won half the
battle.

“At other times 1 have seen
Mick Mackey come tearing into
the opponents’ goalmouth, jumping
ag if he meant to sweep all before
him with hig stick and then, hav-
ing completely rattleg the backs,
come to a dead stand, with un-
canny precision, under the falling
ball, catch it with one hand among
a sea of flying hurleys and flick it
to the net. Many a goal-keeper
have I seen who was still unsure:
of the whereabouts of the ball until
the greenh flag was raised. ;

“With John, cool and stylish,
Mick formeg a perfect partnership.
Thesy will be remembered as long
as hurling families are spoken of
and famous games are replayed
around the hearthstones of Ahane
and every village in Ireland.”




