I—IIS week I must bring my
resders back in: spirlt to the
vears before the establishment of

the G.A.A. to meet some of the men
who paved the way for the great
athletic revival that marked - the
closing yearsof the last centuty and
"heralded thénew era of the “twen-
ties” with deeds that will for ever
be remembered in Ireland.

The bhiack period of 1846-47 left

'Ireland o earhel pit, with two mil-
lions of starved corpses in famihe

graves, and the. subsequent exodus|y

almost swept the (Gaél and his
games from the eoﬂ Bf his natwe
land.
. But the end wag not yet, and
thope who flopkpd with wpilea,lse.nt
expectancy for the last chapter 1n.;
the career of the Irish Celt were
disappointed. ‘Though broken, scat-
tered and proscribed, thé mationhal
spirit, with all its mepu“mg tradi-
tion and custom, lived on. Truly,
indeed, what is understood as
Irish natlonalltv is no mere trans-
ient sentiment. For hundreds of
vears it has been to our plundered___
and suffering -race the stimulugand
lirht of hope that the Holy Grail
was to 8ir Galahad and
nghts of -Arthur’s: Round "I‘afble :
as it is as heartening and potent a
factor in the preeervatlon of ‘the
race to-day. |
“Many . yee,rs ago,” wrote that
grand old man of athleticism, P, J.
Rea, “after the famine had left its
watermark upon the survivors of
the saints and the &cholars, twao:
brotherg bearing the honest name
of Fitzgerald decorated the hill of
Ardpatrick - with three standin ¥:4
jumps —- flat mohntinents to6  their
Prowess. dexterlty and physical fit~
ness.

A PERIOD OF DEPRESSION

“rPhere were few athletes in thﬁ;t,
far-off period of depression ' and
deepondeney,
et  specialists, TThe: Fitzgerald&
were equally-fond of farming pur-
suits, and in their spare moments:
found timeé to follow: the hounds or
carry 8 ‘drag,’ and throw a sledge
over high walls and temporary
constructed be.ttlements They vied

with each other in throwing a’
‘sliotar,” -a  species of hahdmade
ball, into. the cool, calm . evening'

air, and  were pretty equal in all
friendly - rivalries, and, like the.
celebrated Me.ddens of Rathkeale
and Glenbrohann they competed
against ‘each other’ and ‘one
“another,” and this was enlivened by
the age limit between them—one
vear and - three months—not much
to be spoken -of in the spacious
field of gthletics. But they made
oood on the hill’ of the Na.tlonal
Avpostle, and deﬁed the powers that
then ex1sted
“It wag in 1859 thet a young‘ man’
heard of the wonderful feat of the.
Fitz’s, and he being of the fibre
that good men are made of———moralj
stamina, physical structure, with
component parts suitably adminis~
made up hig mind to etudy the
jumps and try them,

men of humanity,
O'Dwyer . of Fahanasoodry. Young
Willie was
School in Glenbrohane or
mathematme Ffor
able to travel dlsta,nces for the
classicg and “maths.”
ample, Charley McCarthv 'of Rath-
luire;
I—i[enr*t,r Bre,d of Ronane, or Michasl

Cusack -of Dublin,
the fine art of h1gher education.

higher

! “TIIE FAHA.” -
. “’I‘he ‘F'aha,’ as he was mck;-?
named, in -addition to his studies,

found time for a jump-or a wrestle;-
‘o’err hill

or a cross-country spin

and  dale,’ with the Maddens, the|
Wallaces, the Howards . and the|
Duggans. On - & lovely ‘Sunday

patrick,

|'joined up. with the

thei

1 trooper.

and it was rare 1o

Golourk of

l'in . the .
things, and the political cloud hung

It is with|

pleasure I refer to that fifie spem—-]'Brgtherhogd

William Whyte!
attending Kilinartin’s)
it was fashion=|
- As, for ex-
William - Mullin of Galbally;:

_specmllsts iny
1sey ahd the running shoe
| -prmolp‘a‘l
saw the notable revival of football
] and the followers of
Raphaei -gad Tobias - ]HIIipe{i ortlﬁe*

e

14at Queeos Gollege

1and hiur

landaun'

......

saw Willidm at thé hill of thel
Sa,mts,, e,nd with 8 out pants and a

fiil e:t‘tempts to lower the 1mmor—,

|'tal records of the Fitsgeralds

“Tt was about this time he ce,me-f
in totich with Tom Howard of Bal-
lintukbér &nd Jim Cotihell of Ard-
"The justly wcelebrated
John Moygore of Derra,gh who  at-

tempted the jumpihg of the bridge,

tritimvirate of
giants, #&hd foér the first time
Harry Tracey was diséovered with
Mick Rya,n the Pindar, wull hercul-
ean young men who Tived up to
the requirements of the old head-
line—4, - healthy body with a mind

at ease. They were aug'mented by
the ‘Biiok’ F'éntons, flerce
forceful and formﬁab]e pair of

nmien, who c¢ould usé the boulthane
of* saﬁdle stirrup with the cultural
ability of 4an old <Cromwellian

“And thusly began the famous

battles of the ‘Coarse Fleldls
‘the ‘Well &t Malica,” and
the ‘Ctoss of The  'Trée.

-O'Dwyer ra'med a1l lallylanders:

Ballvfe.skm and Barna: the Mad-
dens . brought ug Genbaroha,ne,j:
.Moi:mtai":' Toot, hoe Braé ang

-Ballvbf’uil}to the Féntons had Keal,

Glenroe . and. Garryarthur, with.

POWERFUL BODY OF MEN:

“The most acite critié could not
wish. 1o dee @ ‘grahder or & more
powerfil pody 6f itien. . They ran,
jumped and played for their club1
the honour of their
respettive parishes, and as longas
the coveted priZze wag won on its

honest merits the defeated entrant‘;
was plégsed, inasmuch a8 he took)

his defeat liké & mén, . I think it
was in the “Last 6f the Mohlcans I
saw where the ‘monarch rates not
with the slave’: this maybe true

in the wWworlds of comience, poli-

tics and economics, but in the spa~
mixed with the pleb,. and in many
ottaes breke bread with hlm as hap-
pily a& he broke records. J

“Up to 1864 the United Parishes

.....

worked for the general welfare of,

the youth of the country and they!
had - the Jloyal support. of the

| Church, the. gentry and the classes.

But H:.hfe‘ general publle favioured.
the appeérance of a new element
grand ‘organisation of

low over the fair fields of a fair

land. It came about in this way.

tered to his avoirdupois welg*ht——-j American pioneers after the Civil

War dame hack to Ireland and be-:
gan récruiting for the Irish Fenian
The ball was locked
up for a Whlle and the ardour of
the spaich wielder was
changed and damped, and in its.
stead came the rifle and the car-
tridge, Athleties were ignored be-
tween 1865 and 1873, and
country became so6 dlsturbed that
migration was a ‘fixed star’
yvear 1875 saw & big <change for
the Dbhetter, and soon the

shelves were ransacked for the %eﬁ:'-
. r e

- townlands

townsg @&nd

Fling,

of

more Jdnte the hear‘t
oountry

°IHEY SCORED THE PL:
“Kerrv gaw the Hiisseys

in

actlcm“ sup_;-’ "'erted by Mermssey of|

-1 MH-N'!

f , La?ham ologa )

| back again to Mulling Cross.

|served in stormy - tites the
national and idealistic gameés of
the countiry, and yet strange 28

| | Lieahy,
| Henry Trdcey and Ryan Pinder|
{holding sway over Kilfinahe aboo.

| due to and given with pride

fespecting the relative merits of]

| cious fleld ot athletics the patrician, work of . the

| Daly ..
tand James Mltchell were slinging

speedxlyi

the:
“The|
old

lege) and T... M, Malozne (Clare) a;.nd

S LYONS

O’Mah@hy of
- Suir

and
Carrick = on

CaStlels’land
Roscarbery.

Mégurice, Pat =and Tom Davia.
Camilla-like théy scored the plaing|
and sdsoon folléwed the &ubject of
this gkéeteh—James Liyvons of Lah-
amologga.’’
Before going into details of the
new décade of notablé athletes, mj3
readers might like 10 get ah idea
of the circuitous _ambit of the
course for the old ordér of united
parishes star competition. Begin
at Mullins Cross, psass oh by Balily-
beg and Geothune to the Cross of
Black, then get to voufr right hand
by the Mount Coote Dermesne, and
proceed by Well of Malua, Gib~
bonstown, Dromin, to the C‘ross of
the Tree, and on to the Pinker’s
Orose turn to your rlg‘h‘t by Cush,
Kﬂmur”ry and direct to
ancient town of Kilfinane #ahd
Surely a spacious plam worthy

who for the honour of Ireland pre-

it may appear, ohe very smiall figld
of mine acreés in the heart of Mier-
moore—the homestead of Tom

_ troiind at 22 feet esch,
| brought out the famous brothers—

that|

straddle and britchen and all on,
{on the hard road. And on the ﬁeld

{ he could clearly jump over a horse;
lof our gallant sires of solidarity, y jump |

-'lodge

| as Lyon% <wotre spiked ‘shoes for|.

the first tifde he failed to come up
to his usual mark. |

|  His next and most successful |
| day was at

Kilfinane on the 15th

Avgust 1878, where he secured
fitst prize in the 56 1lbs., off the
shoulder; also first in the high

| jump and in the running hop, step

and jump, and tied with Bob Coli

iin the long jump, in which sixteen

cgompeted.

T.yons and Coll tied in the first
off grase‘
and in mmpmg off the tie Collim-
proved his jump by six inches. Coll
could do6 more but he stood beok'
from the take-off mark. !

Two vears later. also at Kilfin-!
ané;, Lyons rose 5 ft. 0% ins.
the high jump to secure first

in’
plaoe,

my| beating this at Kildorrery g little

later the same year with a jump of
5 ft. 11 ins, which also brought
him first prize.

- HIS JUMPING FEATS

Very few records of the doings in'
_those early days atré now avaﬂable
bit we knoWw that in addition to
his successes in public Lyons has
done many remarkable feats in:

_1urf1p1ng It was ho trouble to him

|
I

to jump & hérse any height. He
often jumped @ over - one while
tackled under a common car, w1th

With 8 man fourteen - stone
weight lying on the animal’s back.:
He leaped all the graveyard stiles
in ‘the Mitchelstown Union district
in 1877 and 1878 after building

{ them, and he leaped over = wall

at the turn of the avenue to  the
of Edward O'Brien, J.P.]

one of the late ‘seventies
high and long jumpers—held the

{ ball for five heurs until the referee,
{ Marks Cleary.

shouted: “Hats of"
boys, there's the bog bell’’ and, ]et
it be written in letters of gold at
the very sound of the Angelus all
heads were uncovered. ‘Then age
Wwas honourable, and the respect
of .
place to the referee, was something
our later de.y enthusmsts cotild be
proud of.

The very old southern athletes
are all divided in their oépinions

the blg‘ guns of the ’seventies and!
early ’eighties. Very few writers
have touched the classic. g*round
giants, when the
Davins stripped against Bob Coll,
of Maidstone Castle, and when Dr.
Willie Real, Ned OO'Grady

weights. with the force of freedorn!
of 11:{he feathéred cock and shiuttle=
coc -

JIM L.YONS,

Jim Lyons wias one of the gr
est men that graced the athletic
arena during his perlod of activity..
The high and long jumps weré his
chief events, and for a considerable
time he had no superior., He was
also good at the hoép, step and

jump and the pushing of heavy

weights.

Contemporamee of his  in the]
active arena are those mentioned
above—famous athletes all, Jim!
Lyons’ first public performance!
was at the Knockraha (Cork) an-
nual athletic' sports on August Tth,
1877. when he won the high jump,
J. M. Murphy of Cork being
second. His next victory in the high
jump was a fortnight Tater at the:
picturesque spot, Inniscarra, on
the banks of the Liee, where he won
from a big field, J. Bourke being
second The day after he won first
in the high jump st Kanturk, from:
Sherlook and Kelly, and was

;

‘second in the hop, step and ;]ump.

to D. Rooney.

In 1878 his ﬁrst appearance was'
(Cork) spoz‘ts;
Kellv (Queen’s Col—r

against W. A.

| efternoon a horse-dra,wn

~}.

l

them many 8 good

Mitchelstown, which stood six feet

“high, plus a shovel on top. This
wall he jumped in from the road
and out also. which was consid-
ered one of the most remarkable of
his many noteworthy feats. = = |

After his retirement from the:
active arena he continued to take a
deep and abiding interest in the
doings in the athletic arema, and
followed with pride the careers of
many of the greatest figures of
after years I—Ie lwed for a long time
Tipperary, hard
bv Dobbyns Hotel arid loved to
taik of the old days Many an in-

.terestmg chat he had with the big

figiires of after years. He could tell.
story of the
vititage age of Irish athletics, and

his. death in 1925  at the ripe oltli

age of seventy-five years severed a'
great link with days that used to
be before ever Dr. Croke’s clarion
eall rallied the young men of Tre|
land t6 the banner of the Gaelwci
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