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By ANNE SHERIDAN

AFTER nearly 170
years as one of Limer-
1CK's most iconic build-
inﬁ. the Permanent
T bank on Glent-
worth Street will close
its doors on September
8

And the fate of the pre-
served building, known to
the people of Limerick as
the Stone Jug or Penny
Bank, remains unknown.
"%ﬁ; really ax;sn]:';pmre
what 1s going to 1.
The haniahasn’t made a
decision yet about the
sale of the premises”
said Geraldine Creamer
acting manager of the
branch.

Sean Crowley, now
retired, was manager of
the bank for the past 15
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“It was alw a much
loved bank and will be a
sad day for all the staff
here. We are all lemrins
the old world behind an
moving on to the new. Up
until the 1970s we didn't
even have telephones in
the bank. It has come a
long way and Limerick
has grown with it,” said
Ms Creamer

To mark the momen-
tous oceasion the bank
will be giving out cham-
pagne and chocolates to
all their customers on the
day as a thank wvou for
their business through-
out the years. And the
bank has chosen one spe-
cial customer to receive a
gift as their last customer

Among its clients dur-
ing the last century were
the Young Irelanders,
Fenians, Parnellities, but
77 year-old Willie Grimes
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of Sexton Street, has long
been a favourite with
staff. Mz Creamer noted
thsi.t the lsf]te Liﬂerick
politician Jim mmy
was a proud member of
iqf‘c ban]g throughout his
ifie,

“It really was a work-
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INg man's bank as there
was a ceiling for how
much you could lodge in
one year,” she said. The
rules of 1869 laid down
that the bank could not
receive from a depositor
“any sum or sums exceed-
ing thirty pounds a year

Historic artefacts to

THE history of the
Permanent TSB Bank
on Glentworth Street
will be preserved
thanks to several his-
toric finds by the staff

during a massive clear

Linda Hilton,

out last week, writes
Anne Sheridan.

In the midst of throw-
ing out old files, staff dis-
covered ledgers dating
back to 1847 and silver
spoons, “inan old da
safe in the basement.
“When we picked them
up they started to disinte-
grate.

Amazingly, ledgers
from the 1960s and 1970s
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Pernament TSE Bank,

fell part, while one of the
oldest ledgers remained
intact,” revealed acting
manager Geraldine
Creamer,

“The ledgers reveal all
the occupations of clients
and their guaint titles.
It's part of the history of
Limerick, It's something
to be cherished as it gives
a picture of what life was
like at the time and the
kind of people that lived

- -%p._ﬂgﬁ.gitb;” she said. The
1

at Mary Immacu-
late Enllege hopes to
secure the ledgers for
their archives.

“The ledgers from the
Trustee Savings Bank are
an Invaluable source for
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local history, Mary
Immaculate College is
very please to be offered
these records. We will be
looKing at the best way of
preserving them and
making them available
for history scholars and
the people of Limerick”
said Geraldine Moloney
iihrari&n with the col-

%ﬁs Creamer said the
ledaﬁers are a fascinating
read and was amazed at
their discovery. “They are
all the more important
when you consider that a
lot of Limerick’s census
figures for that period
would have been burned
in the Four Courts in

through
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some of the old ledgers
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with a ceiling of £150 in
any one account.” s
rmer Mayor of Lim-
erick, Clir Diarmuid
Scully hopes the premises
will used for cultural
purposes rather than
commercial ventures, He
suggests the viability of a

be preserved

Dublin,” she said,
The seven Dublin silver
spoons, engraved with
Limerick Savings Bank,
were believed to have
been used bg:n trustees
when havin iled eggs
during their meetings.
The Hunt museum,
which examined various
historic items found in
, is interested in
displaying them. “Essen-
ti {- we are hoping to
exhibit some of the
ieces for a jor exhibi-
ion of Limerick silver in
sSeptember 2007," said
?hglmia Teshan, director
of the museum.
The bank also contains
five painting by Limerick

anent TSB
ithdrawal

sports museum or new |
library as much needed |
projects to enhance the |
city. "I think we need to
examine that possibility
because it is such a beau-
tiful building and it's a
superb location. Obvi-
ously, a commercial enter-
prise is more likely but
we have no shortage of |
restaurants, bars or
nightclubs in the city”
sald Cllr Scully.

Originally built as the
Cork and Limerick Sav-
in%ﬂﬂank, after a series
of bank amalgamations it
became the Permanent
TSBE Bank. It is noted as
he one of the finest
small buildings in Ireland |
in a neo-classical style. |
The fagade with four
Doric columns with
fluted shafts presents an |
austere sense of =zolid-
Ity—an essential in a
bank. _

It was commissioned in
1839 from WH. Owen |
although it was built by
Sir Thomas Deane and an
identical building was
built in Wales around the |
same time.

The staff will move to a
new branch in
Dooradoyle due to the |
changing business pat- |
terns and the attractive-
ness to customers of hav- |
ing plenty of parking |
spaces at the new
premisas. .

In November 1991, an
article in the Limerick
Chronicle a:i;pem—ed on
the history of the build-
ing. The author Kevin
Hannon, concluded with |
this comment: “Long may
the building remain as a
link with the bank's che-
?uere-:l past and long may
t continue to serve the
people of Limerick.”
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“We're very happy to say
that those paintings are
staying in the Limerick
branches of Permanent
TSBE, because they're of
beautiful Limerick
scenes,” she said.

A Wallace clock was
also found, which Ms
Creamer admitted they
originally had no interest
in keeping. The piece
which is believed to date
back to the turn of the

century, is now estimated
to have 5 val
imately €1.500. |
“We're wvery deter-
mined to keep that piece |
of culture,” said Ms |
Creamer,
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