By PADDY MORONEY

THE OUTBRIEAK of
World War Il ¢m
September 1, ‘?39
not immediately affect
the Limerick Lixaderasa
business, aside from the
stories it carried.

Its first ged on its
mhﬁqnmw that very

day (although, &5 today,

technically the weekend
editions were lated for
Saturdays)..

World War 1II declared
but business as usual

g’ mﬁn;mnwﬁ
Hnm wae jssued in

Dublin this

Ministry of Information,
and the Press Association.

Later were stated to be
"by and wire”.
The following Monday,

September 4, the Leader

ran an editorial which said,
somewhat resignedly:

“Europe, or at least t
E:terpunof it, is at war.
thought is su«ddemng
. For months

Comgrarmlates The Limerick Leader

onlterthAnanry
(15 J

" .tobacco and

expect that Ireland, having -

regard to its proximity to
the theatre of war, should
escape the shocks and re-
verberations incidental to
large-scale hostilitics . .

It continies: “Every citizen
must be up and doing. Now
that the first shock has
passed, we have got to
steady ourselves, take
stock, and see what is best
to do in the circumstances,
Sacrifices must be made . . .

“There is no need for undue
alarm or despondency . . .

“With Mr Lemass at thq: head
of the newly-constituted
Department of Sup%lie:.

‘the country can have osﬂe
and confidence. Hr..ist

right man in the ri
Eh“ And he was. %l{le aalu:d

Limerick Steamshi
wny to join th the
cxford mam:

I:hn ta II'ISI‘I(

Shi Ltd., w]'.uch res-
gﬂnfm r:c}unuy from
-dimct participation in the

chﬂrﬂwlm life had to %n
on, and the next editorial
the Leader of the following
Wednesday opened: “Once

mﬂﬂhﬁnmrﬁﬂm'

year i3 with us and
this week the various educa-
tional establishments in the
city and county resumed
business after & ﬂummer
recess . . .

; Ew:n $0, tlu: war ﬁradually

‘;d Mhm It‘l;];ﬂ
ran from 1he sensa

al, sﬁﬁh as the artillery
Icﬁonnn the Western Front
along the Siegfried Line, to

s mhtﬁvlﬂﬂithr.repﬂntd,

boom in luminous watches
i London, with the nightly
“black-out”,

‘The fortheoming shorfages of

space in the Leaderfor news
of the war was sounded h}f
an innocuous panel,

Saturday, Sﬁptembﬂ 23,
announcing that in future,
to save space, votes of
tym thy, would be treated

vcmsemﬁnts

Sngtﬂn there were still
tions, in the early days of

war which made not a

Iummn of the hostilities.
b gl
cu
dutiable item—Clu:Es
were still advertising the:llj'
an
John'Quin & Co, 'iiirhul&nal
ers, were offering retailery
thu best in teas from around
the wmldh & E
There was, however, a hint o
things to come: John Qum

& Co did refer, in a
front-page double-column
announcement, to the fact
that “the dem“d at present
is heavy and is, no doubt,
due to a fear of shortage”.
The company requested:
“Whilst this 1s not
altogether justified, buyers
will render a valuable ser-
vice to the trade in seein
that abnormal purchases %
tea are not made by indi-
vidual customers.”
Meanwhile, the Leader, being
closer to the m:tiun, ran a
“Very Latest” column on
the “war situation” on even
its midweek editions — the
information coming “by
" wil{I: and hunuﬁ“. =
y November, Euyro a
well settled intl: the
“Phoney War”, asitcame to
be mﬂed Poland had been
over-run, and apart from
the odd invasion scare else-
where, little seemed to be
happening anywhere, ex-
cept for sinkings at sea,
Even Allied soldiers in
France, and their German'
counterparts cn the ﬂﬂpﬂ
site nduﬂt‘thehla inot line,
just siared at aach other
threugh binoculars, duapita
being techaicall ‘y
'I’hcmwmalntu tn]kahnut
peace, andrupartn of secret
peace con
Hﬂbudy could fm'em the
German '3 attack on
France and the Low Coun-
tries in May of 1940, the
summer evacuation by the
British Expeditionary Force
of Dunkirk town and its
beaches, and the Battle of
Britain in August and,
particularly, Suptcmbnr of
that warm and humid year,
But Cannocks of Limerick,
with some commercial acu-
men, advertised 5,000 yards
of ARP (Air Raid Precau-
tion) black~out material, at
one :Inlhu and sixpence
E! dcﬁﬂ yard, on the
Leader of Mon-
day, November 6, 1939,
The advertisemnntlamdoniy
Eh?mi]ﬂ edition, as the
ack-out was. tponed |
indefinitely, . m war
appnarcd mmd: Called-
I‘H‘Eﬂlﬂﬁ were sent
hum: from Sarsfield Bar-
racks, that autumn of 1939,
No-one, foresaw the shocks
ahaad—.an particular  the
tragic loss with all hands of
the steamship “Irish Pine,” .
home port leenck to
eaﬂi morning tﬂrpedo
attack from a German U-

Boat less than threc years
later, m mid-Atlantic.




