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Rep orting
the war

u:'[‘H.RDUGH the gix wears
nof World War Il the
o Leader carried storios of
all the great engaﬁemems
- Early on, the collapse of
r-F'I‘EI nee was heralded:
“France Gives Up The
rFight. Hitler's Armistice
wleFms Stated to be
«Harsh."

[r It gave an account of the
e'nm:uallun of British troops
Dunkirk and d-m:rlhed
the rescue operation. ““With
the collapse of the Frénch
Army, the Britizh E::prdl.

1.I.-|:|-M:n,' F"I:ED[!I!'E WETH ltetr
r':and in an unp res
LEue uperaticln thonsands of
t troops were rescued from
iMankirk on May 30, 1944,
THundreds of vessels of any
and every description
5 to and from England
,and it was estmﬂ.lul that
trm% vit boen kand-

1.-‘1:' .'&a[l.‘lltm rltlsh pearts.”
don Biltz and the
Eattie of Britain were all cov-
. ered , with the headlines:
LMBig Alr Baid on England,
~liDne Hundred German Planes
#fTake =~ PFart.! “London
.-:.'A.tl:acb:erl Twlce in the One
ight.”: “Death, Fire and
jRestruction on British Capi-

i) Buckingham Palace Hit
#'“Thirty Dive Bombors A.llal:h
2iTown (name not diva in
south-gast, There were clalms
and counter claims on bath
:1115;3 ofi the extent of casual-
;"éﬁ"{l’htmanht bun;&:-ih: of
Tepanted: 1000
,TCHHD:::I; a5, Histeric Cathe-

: troored.
95 The first visibie sign of the
wwar to come to Limerick was
~when a lifeboat, found by the
5.5, “[‘!l’:hdalpu gh"' was
plcked up drifting off the
south-west coast of England
Ziand brought hure te the
SiDacks and put in the custody
ziof the Recelver of Wrecks,
ir. There was no-oneé on board
oy When it was found,
i+ Meanwhile the LRA. were
active through the war and a
Uirepart said that over farty
i arrests were made in swoo
i Limerlek and Clare in
e T,
4 The Hewcastle West corme
s gpmanrll showied IFI]_}-,qk:ﬁwl-
i edpe af the effects of bombing.
i and the disastrous results. of
’ what would happen in West

Fi ¥ Revvreiinde IF sxinds s asmeyissal

was taken for gramted that ho
would announce the end of
the war in Exrope,

1t was reported that Russ-
fan Investigators were
combing the ruinsg af Berlin
in arder to iry and solve the
Hitler Mystery. A number of

officers asserted thar
Herr Hitler had committed
MI‘:H# of the atomic
ing i}
bomb m?ﬂfmah.l.rm Was gne
of the last major reporis of
Eha war in the Leader,

“Hirashima Was But 1z No
More” was the heading and
the report sald that “close on
guarter of a million had been
hlu:nd from the face of the
earth 1l'm desructiﬂn being
vrrgﬁ ¢ bomb

uct n'l‘ad'l. am:ed m:lem:r,-
"|||:d. twﬂn‘lleth eeniury civill-
sation,”

The Muremberg trials of
the Mazl war criminals, as
they were called, was
announced and the report
stated that ten Nazi leaders
were hanged that morning
(October 16, 1948). Thers was
# sensational turn of events
in the irial when it was
announced, on the eve of his
execution, that Goering had
commiited sulcide by swal-
lowng a phial of cynide of
podassium, "a deadly polsan.”

Four of the ¢on :r|1r|¢d.
were Catholics and
received Holy Commu h:-n
frorm: Fr. Sixius O:Connor
before their execution. Hans
Frank, a convert, was sakd 10
have a broad smile on his
fmceE he wend {0 his death,
having found comiort in his
naw fosnd religion,

The same year a Limerick
woman, Miss Kathleen O°Far-
rell, attached to the American
Army newspaper, “Stars and
Eir]il-es" Ave evidence at a
trail in Nuremberg when a
negro soldier, James O,
Devone, was sentenced 1o be
hanged for the murder of two
G.I. s, Miss OFFarrell and an
Engtish girl were with the
i anldiers at the time of the
shooting and were lucky 1o
ostpe Dajury,

Queues

THE &ffects of the wir were
still being felt in transport,
and huses to destinations oot-
side the city wore few and far
between. “Poople have

EARLY in 1941
the first effects
of the war began
to be felt in
earnest here as
agsential com-

modities like
flour, tea, coal,
petrol, ete.,

which had to be
imported, began
to dry up and
rationing was

introduced.

From then on to the
post-war  years, a
major activity was the
pursuit, by fair means
or on the black market,
ﬂi'e above E?Epmﬁﬁﬁ?s
plus cigarettes, bicycle
tyres and dry batteries
for radios. Tea and
sugar were some of the
scarcest and most
sought after commoaodi-
ties and many novel
ways of stretching out
tea were devised. It
proved the No. 1 pur
chase in the black mar-
ket

Despite these priva-
tions, people were more
united than they had been
for a long time and bor-
rnwinghanui returning of
such things as cups of
sugar from neighbours
were the norm. Some of
the wounds of the Civil
War began to heal as the
populace found commaon
CALLSE,

i was an extremely dif-
ficult time for transport,
all private carz were
eventually put off the
road, and trains with
great difficulty ran on
turf. Even the humble

T et P e ke peclii i g,

The CIE fleet is blessed in the late 40s.

the coaching days of the
Liast century.

The coach drew up at
Cruise’s Hotel, fittingly
the Bianconi's eriginal
stopping place. The ser-
vice proved a huge suc-
cess with Dublin tourists
also availing of the facili-
ty. The coaches, “The
Shamrock™ and “The
Thomond” contributed
greatly fo lessening of
transport difficulties, and
gave work to a consider-
able number of local peo-
ple, It elosed down for the
winter months and Lord

the next few vears There
Were IIL.'-lI:'lj.i cases reported
fn n:n:rurl. { :mughuul the

war, and afterwards, of

black- -marketing and
heavy finez and even
imprisonment wWere met-
Edﬂnut to those found
T

-E‘u:rmpulsnry tillage was
introduced and prosecu-
tions followed for those
who did not comply with
the regulations with dis-
trict judges berating those
prosecited for their lack
of patriotism. “Till more,
toll more'™ was the cry

Pormnss #la all dhmana dm

receive their seeds and
implements free and
those who were in a posi-
thon to do so would ba
asked to make a small
donation;

The severs shortage of
every Kind of commodit
was exemplified when it
was proposed that due to
a scarclty of leather, that
members of Local
Defence Forces be sup-

Thed writh b-:l-nts with tim-

r soles. "All available
supplies of leather must
be preserved For the
army. The army ha'l.rp

lmwer memtrkn suawalkos sl

= Stringent times
in Emer

ROMANE ENEE: i |

broke out in the country
in 1941 amd quickl
spread to Co. Limeric
with cows being slaugh-
tered in several areas.
Many sporting fixtures
were cancelled in the
efforts to contain the dis-
ease,

By 1842 restrictions on
the amount of newsprint
a paper could have had
its effect here when the
mid-week editions of the
Leader were reduced
from eight to [ive
columns.

An irate shopkeeper

smasaia s aznanalues smhals

el ﬂllkenn:.r ﬂttﬂﬁ}ﬁ fell on

Hurling fans
beat the ban

WARTIME travel restric-
tions did not deter hurl-
ing fans from going to
Thurles to 5pe Limerick
p]ay:rﬁ Cork in the Mun-
gter Hurling Final in
July, 1940, Thousands
travelled from the city
and county by man
meodes of conveyance, It
was a sueeessiul foray as
Limerick beat Cork and
neither did the restric-
tions deter 50,000 specta-
tors from heading for
Croke Park for the s
down with Kilkenny in
the All-Treland final.

The Leader said of the
final on September 1st
that the match was
ﬁls'ym:l at tqp- speed, the

isi:]a}' of field craft by

sides elecirified the
vast attendance. Limer-
tek wor their third All-
Ireland Senior title in
seven years, on the score
of 3-7 to 1.7, and tho
minors also won, beating
Antrim, for their first
title in this grade

“Kilkenny Beaten by
Twao Clear Goals”. “Lim-
erick Submerges Kilken-
ny'. “The Green amd
White on Top"” were some
of the headlines that
trumpeted Limerick’'s

reat win. The report of
tshe match implied that
Paddy Clohessy was star
of the Limerick team,

amemus tet in
Padd Eﬂ}'. .whu
% th i in
duing the Hil enny
a;tunk * Mick Mackey
played a captain’s part in
the winﬁ}pswring his

Thousands turned out
at the Limerick station to
regt their heroes on
ir return from Dublin:
“People Frt:n:lm:l with
Jnﬂa was the heading,
ber that week the tri-
umphant team was intro-
duced to an enthusiastic
aundienceg at the Savoy
Cinema, The City Manag-
er, Mr. Berkery, said that
he hoped this would be a
forerunner and “that
i:. r after year we would
ve the same introdue-

TllE!I'E Was o Savoy the
I‘nllnwigg gar as the
holders of the All- [rﬂlaml
gaf a ferociows
at the hands of Cork in
the Munster semd-final on
the unbelievable score of
B-10 points to 3-2, Tt would
be another 32 vears
before Limerick would
win another All-Ireland.

In 1944, Limerick led
Cork by five points
towards the eclosing
sftages of the Munster
final in Thurles in 1944
but the southerners
pulled out all the stops
and in a sensati:-nal
ish won by a clear Eaa
Many novel methods of
transport were used get-
ting to the final in
Thurles: ﬂ’ldHEPﬂ. pony
ﬂnd tra ; azs and car,

umina:nt made of
mmmrt was the humble
m}k :ﬁ:le S hnrt&rs ?-Et
parts af th
Efl‘].’ and {:-u:uuntz.l' by h!.ke
in the early hours of the
mornin and some
snatched sleep in hay-
£ aleng the way.

The great
tea hoax

THE tea scarcity has pro-
vided some practical ]‘:;:I:-
ers in Limerick with a
rare apportunity for a
good hoax, said a Leader

report in 1942,
rly workers. proceed-
ing b0 business the other

e ey oesn Ala] Endad i

1840 saying that the busi-
nass in town was the best
for many vyears but
bemoaned the fact that so
many were unemployed
in the district and many
families were in dire
siraits. “There were huge

mow et bae attawdine



thes, : :
g1 The Blanket bombing of
wenkey wWas e S Wi
pCasualties. Historie Cathe-
dral Destroyed

i :f "
9L The first visible sign of the
war to come to Limerick was
Jwhen @ lifeboat, found by the
%5 “Glendalough™ was
picked up deifting off the
sonih-west coast of England
tiand brought here o the
ariocks and put in the custody
giof the Receiver of Wrecks.
3o There was no-one on board
rp When it was found,
o Meanwhile the LR.A. wers
active through the war and a
J"-n:purl: said that over forty
Marrests wene made in sWoo
2in Limerick and Clare In
wr 1.

5. The Neweastle West corre-
'.1,3 ndent showed his knowl-
.\"I_é%td:hr.- effects of bombing
Pland the disastrous results of
T what would happen in West
TeLimérick If such an eventual.
21ty oceured. “After the Russ-
apian bembardment of Helsinki
. it wits Foaind that approx. anly

five per cent of the casuallies
were found tao be suffering
from wounds inflicted by
direct hits of shrapnel from
the bursting bombs and that
& much larger Fl'ﬂr'l:f-'ﬂf&IEE.
pind even some of them with
otz most horeible wounds,
IWonppre cavsed by the shattering
Mgl glass, which penetnybed (e
Vieyes and aven the lungs of
o} soami of the wictins
we "In this conpection it
o :ﬂﬁ;ﬁﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁm by
']::‘ local householders to prepace
‘themeslves for such an even-
B faality ais an acrial bombard-
il ment {.a_—.lus-.e o eforls as af
bl vet have besn made to protect
the windows in the town.
Some of the more realistic ¢it-
izens have already drawn up
plans for air raid shelters,
o the cor. a1 :
tx Mews of the loss of the
i Irish Pine" at sea in 1942
u ome the tragedy

I;'hr-:u ght b the tragedy of

10 e orind it elght Linrichs

l_ =
i men went down with the
1cIrish Shipping vessel. The
- ship had shortly beforehand
i discharged a load of grain in
poLimerick Docks and was
¢ ETeatly admived by the gener-

"l pablc
¢ Leader continued Lo
report on the War as i spoead
world wide with America
joining im after the bombing
of Fearl Harbour and the
invaslon of Bussia by Gor:
many, and the consequent
Stege of Stalingrad which
spelt defeat for the invaders,
= Whethet if was cenisarship,
or rationing of newsprint, as
(% the war progressed the cover-
% age was not as striking as in
the early yedrs, never gain-
% ing more than a single col-
Ee umn heading. The Kussian
A offensiive rather than the
E-Allled campalgn, got most
inenoa

prommi: :
The Allkes had landed in
- pe well before the Leader
be ook ap the story and from
% -then an 16 was mearly all
qrews fu8 the advanoe on Ger-
& many, with Russia on the
& Bastern  frond, hecame
by stronger with ench pazking

bs - Aand then it was all over,

& -“War in Earope Deelared
3t an End"™ screamed the
o Leader headiines, the bigpest

-hmthemh&dbpgm. [
::_ ate was May Tth, 1445 “All

# an Forces to Surrender,
W Now An thelr Capfors
' Hands."" Admiral Doonitz,
~had succeeded. Herr
& Hitler, varifled the end of the
. Europe, - Mr.
Charechill, British Frime Min-
ister, was to broadeast to the
nation Later in the day and £t

Sdurin

EHET OO RELRED ffmifcinLmpln,  faais
Frapk, n convert, was said o
hawe a broad smile on his
face ms o went to his death,
having found comfort In his
new found religlon.

The same year o Limerick
wommsan, hMiss Kathleen O'Far-
redl, attached to the American
Army newspaper, “Stars and
Stripes” gave evidence at a
trail fn Nuremberg when a
negre soldier, James €.
Devone, was sentenced to be
hanged for the murder of twao
G.l.s, Miss O°Farrel]l and an
English girl were with the
two soldiers at the time of the
shooting and were lucky fo
escape injury.

Queues

THE effects of the war were
still being felt in transport,
and buses o destinations oat-
side the cliy were few and far
beiween. “People have
become g0 used o guenin

the war years tha

ety often quewe foe consiler
able {imes at the terminus in
Zarsfield Street and when
buses don't tuen wp, starci

weling again 80 fnured are:
?hey o walting,” sald the

repart.

Fatal fog ;

IN what was described as the
night of the big December

23, 1945, Patrick Meloney,
Ballymartin, Pallaskenry, on
hiz way home, reaching the
Dock area in his pony and
trap after dnmf; his Christ-
mas shopping In Limerick
lost his bearings and won
up in the Dry . On leay-
ing the trap to iry find hi
ed in over the

way, he toppl
drowned

guay and was
mext morning. The pony and

were sthll intact with the
Christmas parcels s2iil in
place, He left a wideow and
s children.

Plane crash

A SENSATION was caused in
Limerick 1ast night (Movem-
beer, 19, 1846 whan it bocams:
known that a plane had
crashed in the vicinity of the
city and all senis of rumours

ained currency. The cit

oapitals wers told to stan
by as it was presumed thers
wiolild ke casualties following
thee: ceash.

It transpired that an BAF.
Arnsan general pur alr-
erift erashed into the Shan-
noa above Barrington's Pier.
The plane had taken off from
Co. Down and the pilag losg
hils bearings in the thick fog.
He opted Tor a crash landing
an the Shannan and when the
afrcraft came 1o 4 standstill
the pilot, Flight-Lisut, K. Gof-
Erey, and crew escaped on bo
the mudflals b cllmhirﬁ_
along Ehi wings, H
peopdi visibed the seene of the
crish.

Roches fire

DAMAGE estimated at half a
million pownds was the resull
of a dizastrous fire which
burned Roches Siares Lo the
pround in 1948 1t was esti-
mated that hetween f:llght:r
and ninety: people would be
A5 A consefuence.

Mew lights

THE new traffic lights
erected at the corner of
William_ - Street . and
O Connell Street in 1949
were the object of much
curiosity and no little
wonderment.

ot of w

tea were devised. It
proved the Mo. 1 pur-
ﬁhf.sve in the black mar-
el

i Despite Ilhea-e priva-
ions ople were more
united Il:?:ar]: they had been
for a long time and bor-
rowing and returning of
such things as cups of
sugar from neighbours
were the norm. Some of
the wounds of the Civil
War began {0 heal as the
populace found common
CiLSE,

It ‘was an extremely dif-
ficult time for transport,
all private cars were
eventually put off the
road, and tralns with
great difficulty ran on
turf. Even the humble
hiﬂ:nlﬁ was in trouble
with the mi? of tyres
and tubes and it was
reported in the Leader
that cyclists were reduced
:ul tﬁtul‘t‘jnﬁ:—ntiihilrhtyrm
W BIFELES absonca
of tukses.

il'l.;l aimple method nfma:ah'l.r-

petrol was report ¥
the Clare cor, when My,
Flinn, turf contractor,
Ennis, on arrival in Lim-
erick with three lorry-
loqds of turf, attached two
of the empty vehicles to
one and towed them back
home toe Enniz after-

wards,
With travel by car or
bus practically non-exis-
tent due to shortage of
petrol, Lord Adare
showed great initiative
when he put two sta
coaches on the road ply-
ing between Limerick and
Rathkeale. “A flonrish on
the horn, a swish of the
whip, the startled crack of
horses' hooves on the
road, the creak and strain
of the harness and the ini-
tial sways of the coach
and all were off to start
the new service from
Rathkeale to Limerick

. this morning (May Bth,
AT

reporied  the
Leader. Back had com

The CIE fleat is blessed in the late 40s.

the coaching days of the
last century.

The coach drew up at
Cruise's Hotel, fittingl
the Bianconi’s origina
stopping place, The ser-
vice proved a huge suc-
cess with Dublin tourists
also availing of the facill-
iv. The coaches, "The
Shamrock' and “The
Thomond" contributed
greatly to lessening of
transport difficulties, and
gave work o a consider-
able number of local peo-
ple, It elosed down for the
winter months and Lord
Adare was considerin
whether or not it woul
operate the following
SREMITET,

In 15943, according to
“Mo. 77 In the Howing
Motes, i was not permiss
able to use private motor
cars, and travelling to the
Galway Regatta Shannon
R.C. supﬁurt&m had to
dizembark from the train
at Ardrahan and cyele the
rest of the way. Ath-
lunkard veterans Tom
Earlie and Willie Reid,
were also doing the same
but saved themselves a
long cycle when Ned Con-
nanghton of 5t. Michael's
came to the rescué and
took thems=elves and their
bikes into the taxi he was
iravelling in.

The first prosecution of
over-charging under the
new regulations in the the
early forties came in
Shanagolden when a
shopkeaper had the mis-
fortune to overcharge the
Iocal nt foxr his quo-
ta of tea. He was fined 10/
for his misdeameanour.
At the same court, a
farmer was fined for
allowing noxious weeds
to grow on his lands, a
charge which was to be
repeated many times over

the next few years. There
WEre miany CAses report
in court throughout the
war, and afterwards, of
black-marketin and
heavy fines and even
imprisppment were miet-
ed out o those found
guilty. ;
~ Compulsory tillage was
introduced and cu-
tions fallowed for those
whe did not comply with
the regulations with dis-
trict judges berating those
prosecuted for their lack
of patriotism. “Till more,
toil more'' was the cry
from the all those in
authority, including bish-
ops and government min-
isters, The Taoiseach,
Eamon de Valera, speak-
ing in Limerick, warned
that the people might
have o face starvation
and he declared grimiy
that ¢ was & erime
nzt the community to
allow arable land to
rermain untilled.

The Corporation were
alloting plois of one-
eighth of an acre on the
outskirts of the city for
those willing to grow
their own produce. The
unemployed would

receive thetr seeds and
implements free and
those who were in a -
tion to do so would be
asked to make a small
donation,

The severe shortage of
every Kind of commaodity
was exemplified when it
was proposed that due to
a scarcity of leather, that
members of  Loeal
Defence Forces be sup-

with boats with tim-

T soles. “All available
supplies of leather must
be preserved for the
army. The army have
long route matches and
waooden soles would be
impracticable. Further-
maore, it was pointed out
that F.C.A. members use
their boots when workin
on their farms, ete.,
the wooden soled variety
would do just as well.
The report, by the Ennis
cor., concluded by saying
that “when needs must
the devil drives" and it
seems almaost certain that
boots with leather soles
cannot  be  officially
izzed next year,

To add to the difffeul-
ties, a seriows ont af
foot and monih disease

MILLENNIUM BRIEFS . . .

Camaogie

scenas

IT wasn't strange to read
of seenes in male foothall
and hurling matches down
the vears, 1t was uansual
to read of trouble on the
camogie pitch. In 1841, a
commities of five was st
up to investigate the
scenes that accompanied
the [Rathbane v Fri-
arstown game at St
Patrick's Field.

Mapoleon

ADEATH of a Co. Limer-
ickman, Mr. A. N. Bona-
parte-Wyse, B.E.
recalled the family links
with MNapoleon Bona-
parte, His grandfather
wias marcied to a nlece of
the French military ruler
thus establishing a direct
link with the famous Cor-
slcan, The deceased was
Permanent Secretary to
the Minister of Education
in Morthern Ireland.

broke out in the country
in 194! anmd guickl
spread to Co. Limeric
with cows being slaugh-
tered in several areas.
Many sporting fixtures
were cancelled in the
efforts to contain the dis
L,

By 1942 restrictions oni
the amount of newsprint
a paper could have had
its effect here when the
mid-week editions of the
Feader were reduced
from eight to [ive
enlumns.

An irate shopkeeper
wrobe in accusing whole-
salers of holding back
goods and selling them at
excessive profit to certain
purchasers who in turn
sell them at prices well
abowe the market.

“NMumérous small shop-
keepers are thus deprived
of a living and are '

able to keep their heads
above water.”

Even when the war
was over, in September
1846 there were still huge
scarcities and the Killaloe
cor, reported that they
were in a way in the
town for the lack of ciga-
rettes, “The nerve sooth-
ing weed was never so
searce in our midst and
shophkeepers were
hesieged every morning
and evening by women-
folk in quest of same for
themselves and their hus-
bands, mani‘r of whom
were complaining of
headaches and loss of
appetite, dizziness and
sleeplessness due o the
want of the r ciga-
rette. The menfolk even-
tually tried the pipe but
they discarded the dudin
the moment the belated
cigarette supply arrived
in town," the cor. con-
cluded.

played ther b i part in
subduing t]iiselﬁftl enny
attack." Mick Mackey
played a captain’s part in
the win, Inspiring his
team,

clty fnd county Dy Dl
in the'early hours of the
morning and Some
snatched sleep in hay-
barns along the way.

The great
tea hoax

THE tea scarcity has pro-
vided some practical jok-
ers in Limerick with a
rare opportunity for a
good hoax, said a Leader
report in 1942,

I v.rm'km'sﬁemﬁed-
ing to business the ofher
morning were delightful.
ly surprised to find a dis-

lay card prominently

nging on a shop win-

dow which ran soméwhat
as follows: .

:'L-Fa! Lfnlimul.nld guantl-
ty! 5d. per ounce!”™

The discovery seemid
too good to be true, but
more than one ohserver
did not walt to caleulate
that the price was obvi-
ously in excess of the
Government controlled
pﬂmﬂ&‘r]h. i
At the risk of being late
for work, several even
turned back to tell their
wives of the TEWS.

By the time the shop
was opened for business
many people had seen
the advertlzement and
the startied shop-keeper
was confronted with a
series of demands for tea.

But alas, for the hopes
af the would-be pur-
chasers, the shop-keeper
disclaimed all Knowledge
aof the advertisement,
which was az much a sur-
prize to him as to the

shoppers.

Athea

THE Athea correspon-
dent was at Christmas

Country arms as war news puts
us in severe hazard

WHEM war broke out
across Europe in 1938, it
was just sixteen years
after-the ceasing of hos-
tilities in our own civil
war and bitterness and
old wounds unhealed
were still abounding,
However, with the real
possibility of invasion,
old ‘adversaries who
had fought on opposite
gides in 192223 buried
the hatchet and were
now standing side to
gide again as the coun-
try, from 1940 onwards,
prepared for an inva-
sion that it was reck-
oned could come at any
time or from any quar-

ter,

The question on every-
one’s lips was would the
Germans attempt an
invasion or would the
British invade here to
forestall a German land-
ing as they had done in
the case of Iceland?
Whichever; it was felt
the country’s neutrality
was no detervent o sither
of these eventualities
happening. As a conse-
guence, many voung
began to enlist and the

riod that became to be

nown as the Emergency
had dawmned,

The Mewcastle West
car. reported in March,
1540, that the response to
the call for men for the

Defence Forces and for
the Local Security Force
appears to be dgathermg
momenium and at a meeg-
ing of the West Limerick
Ari Cd TRA, a reso-
lution was adopbed call-
ing on all Old -
hers to enral immediately
for serviee with the vari-
ous defence forces.
Ballyagran branch ecar-
ried a sumilar resolution.
All other correspon-
dents reported a great
respniise for enlistments:
in Rathkeale 200 enrolled
in the Local Secu r1§;
Forees: leaders were P.
Roche, M.C.C.: 8
O'Leary, B.E; J. G. Pow-
e, manager Munster and
Leinster Bank: R, Sheehy.

Volunteers had several
options, either joining the
regular army or the LDF
(Local Defence Forces) or
the LSF (Local Security
Farces).

I the city in 1940 a spe-
clal meeting was held at
the O'Connell Monument
in support of the cam-
paign to organise nation-
al tr:t'l:-nce meas rEilt;
meet any emergency. Ald,
Dan Bourke, T.D., the
Mayor, had summoned
the meeting and was
applauded when he said;
“The whole coupiry was
united in its determina-
tion to safeguard its neu-
trality. There was grave
danger that their neutral-
ity would not be respect-

ad but if their young men
joined  the Army €
could aake it unprof-
itable for anyone [0
attack them. Those too
old to join the army could
give their services in oth-
e capacities, on the
Security Force, Red Cross
amed AJHLE. k
Mr. MeCormack said
ne mother need be
ashamed to see her son

wearing the uniform of

his couniry, and ng
sweetheart but should
love her young man more
hecatse wasg a soldler
of Ireland {arp]uuﬁe}.
Notable local sports-
men o answer the call to
arms were Mick Mackey,
the famous Limeric

hurler. The report said
that Mackey would be
available to play for Lim-
erick in all important
matches during the sea-
som. “Tf the team were to
lose his services their

chanees of reaching the
All-Ireland final wmﬁﬂ he
VErY Erm_liélr reduced,” a

S@Il.

Fadd:-' Griffin, Garry-
owen's star-wing for-
ward, has alzso donned the
uniform of the National
Army, and the County
ers of Health was told
at its meeting that sever-
al-of its staff had joined
EP including C. Cleary, E.

regan, . Madden, F.
Goodwin, P. Barrett and
E. Coughlan.

15840 saying: that the busi-
ness in town was the best
for many wvears but
bemoaned the fact that so
many were unemployed

in thedistrict and many
il':mlﬁrgs' were in dire

straits. “There were hiige
&0 gations attending
the Masses with many

familiar faces among
theni’ that had. been
absent for the past year.
Here and there too were
gaps caused by the
absence of those who
have passed the bourne
during the vear, people
on whom evies will
never rest again in this
world of ours.™

Hang_&d
CITY Council diseussed
the imminent hanging of
two Irishmen due to take
lace in Birmingham Jail
n 1240 following the
Coveniry bombing out-
rage. It was mentboned at
the meeting that there
was some doubt about
their ﬁ:lt and there
should be a stay of execy
tiom and a possible com-
mution of their sentence.
If the executions took
place, it was stated that
relations betwiaen this
country and England
could become strained.

The discassion was all
in vain as the men, Peter
Barnes and James
MeCormick, were hanged
gide by zide on Wednes-
day, February Tih, 1940,
with four executioners in
attendance.

Rathkeale

PHOTOGRAPHS in 1949
showed the newly erected
town houses in
Rathkeale, numbering 28,
and in contrast an old
thatched cottage with the
residents moving out,
which had been con-
clernmed

At the sarme fime, and
some twenty years after
the Shannon Scheme
opened, rural electrifica-
tion came bo A, 0
E.5.B. workers ware
employed in the area at
£5 105, A weeal,

SD.EIT-I%H WEre ﬁxtfiring

in the Shannon due to
lack of oxygen caused
during the R;'u'lu:u ged
heat wave of the summer
of 1849, The river was at
its lotwest level for many
VEATS.
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